
 

 

 
 
 

CITY OF NEWPORT  
COUNCIL WORKSHOP MEETING    

NEWPORT CITY HALL 
FEBRUARY 20, 2014  

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 
MAYOR: Tim Geraghty   City Administrator:  Deb Hill         
COUNCIL:   Tom Ingemann       Supt. of Public Works:  Bruce Hanson 
                   Bill Sumner    Chief of Police:  Curt Montgomery 
          Tracy Rahm   Fire Chief:  Mark Mailand 
                   Steve Gallagher             Executive Analyst: Renee Helm 
  

AGENDA 
          
1. Roll call 
 
2. Discussion Regarding Fats, Oils, and Grease Ordinance 

 
3. Close the meeting to the Public to Discuss Deb Hill's Performance Evaluation 

 
4. Adjournment  
  
 
 



 

 

 
MEMO 
TO: Mayor and Council 
FROM: Deb Hill, City Administrator  
DATE: February 12, 2014 
SUBJECT: FOG (Fats, Oils, and Grease) Ordinance 
 
 
 
Background: 
In December of 2013, Public Works was notified that a sewer line (downstream of Tinucci’s 
restaurant) was blocked by a grease build-up which resulted in sewerage to flow into the 
Red Rock Saloon. Tinucci’s Restaurant and the Red Rock share the same sewer line. Both 
establishments were asked to have their lines televised. The City Engineer reviewed the 
tapes and found both lines had a consistent buildup of grease.   
 
Prior to this event, Tinucci’s had their line professionally cleaned twice a year. Public 
Works has the 15th Street lift station (down line from Tinucci’s and the Red Rock) cleaned 
of grease build-up every year to remove up to a four inch thick layer of grease build-up. 
Normally, lift stations are cleaned every other year. 
 
The City Engineer recommended the City to require Tinucci’s to install a grease trap. This 
was done. Staff reported that there are other areas in town that also have grease build-up 
problems.  
 
Discussion: 
In light of the general problem with grease build-up in our sewer lines in other areas of the 
City, a FOG Ordinance was researched. Having food preparation establishments remove 
grease before it hits the sewer lines, not only saves the city from incurring more frequent 
cleaning costs, but it also does not shove the problem to the sanitary district. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
Staff recommends that a Fats, Oils, and Grease Ordinance be enacted. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2014-____ 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1010.03 SUBP.1 OF THE CITY CODE AS 
IT RELATES PROHIBITED WASTE 

 
The City Council of the City of Newport hereby ordains: 

 
That 1010.03 Subp.1.I of the City Code is hereby deleted and moved to 1010.03 Subd.3 which is 
amended to read as follows: 

 
Subd. 3 Fat, Oils and Grease Interceptor Requirements 

A. The following provisions establish standards for the reduction of fats, oils and grease by 
requiring proper grease interceptor design, installation, maintenance, reporting and the 
enforcement of penalties for failure to comply. These actions will protect the health, welfare 
and safety of the public and the environmental by requiring provisions for the reduction of 
fats, oils and grease, minimizing the impact on the Wastewater Collection and Transmission 
System. 

B. Definitions: 

1) "Customer" means any entity which discharges wastewater to the City wastewater 
conveyance system. 

2) "Fats, Oils and Grease" (FOG) means material, either liquid or solid, composed 
primarily of fat, oil and grease from animal, vegetable or mineral sources. 

3) "Food Service Facility" includes the following types of establishments: Full service 
restaurants, fast food establishments, delicatessens, cafeterias, school cafeterias, church 
kitchen, hospitals and medical facilities, boarding houses, clubhouses, adult daycare 
facilities, assisted living facilities, convalescent homes, meat distributors and processing 
facilities, food processing facilities, grocery stores with food preparation/service areas, 
bakeries, caterers and or other similar types of operations with commercial kitchen 
equipment. 

4) "Grease Interceptor" or “Interceptor” means a device designed to capture fats, oils and 
grease prior to discharge to a sanitary sewer. Also termed grease traps or grease recovery 
devices. 

5) "City" means the City of Newport, Minnesota. 

C. Requirements: The installation or upgrade, and maintenance, of grease control equipment at 
both new and existing FOG generating facilities must meet the following requirements: 

1) Grease Interceptors must be installed at all new FOG generating facilities. 

2) Existing FOG generating facilities must install an approved, properly operated and 
maintained Grease Interceptor when any of the following conditions exist: 

(a) If the City determines the discharge of grease from the facility to the sewer has or is 
creating restrictions in the public sewer or is causing additional sewer maintenance 



costs. 

(b) Construction which requires issuance of a building permit from the City occurs at a 
Food Service Facility. 

3) Grease Interceptors must be of adequate size and efficiency and at a minimum shall be 
sized and installed in accordance with the State of Minnesota Administrative Rules, 
Chapter 4715, Plumbing Code and all applicable municipal plumbing codes. 

4) Grease Interceptors shall be installed in the waste line leading from the sinks, drains or 
other fixtures where grease may be introduced, and must be readily accessible for 
cleaning and inspection. 

5) FOG generating facilities must maintain records for all Grease Interceptor cleaning and 
maintenance activities in a format approved by the City and have such records available 
for inspection. 

6) FOG generating facilities that maintains a grease interceptor as required by the City of 
Newport must clean said interceptor at a minimum on a monthly basis. If the owner of a 
FOG generating facilities in which an interceptor is installed and or required can 
demonstrate to the reasonable satisfaction of the City Council or a designated 
representative that cleaning does not need to be monthly, the Council or its designated 
person may grant an exception allowing such owner to clean less frequently, but not less 
than on a quarterly basis. 

(a) Each facility must maintain records of the dates and means of disposal. 

(b) Any removal and hauling of the captured materials not performed by the owner's 
personnel must be performed in compliance with all applicable laws and regulations 
by a licensed waste disposal contractor. 

7) Variance. The City may grant a variance or conditional waiver from the minimum 
requirements in Section C if the FOG generating facility demonstrates to the satisfaction 
of the City that any FOG discharge is negligible and will have an insignificant impact on 
the sewer system. At a minimum, the following conditions apply: 

(a) The FOG generating facility must demonstrate that the discharge from its activities 
contains less than 100 mg/1 of FOG. 

(b) The sampling and testing to demonstrate the concentration of grease in the discharge 
must be conducted, at the facilities expense, by an independent testing organization in 
accordance with acceptable industry standards 

8) The City will perform periodic and random FOG equipment inspections, including 
scheduled inspections of known problem areas. Records of the inspections shall be 
maintained by the City. An authorized agent of the City or employee of the City may at 
all reasonable hours, enter any private premises for the purpose of inspecting sewer 
system connections, plumbing, Grease Interceptors and appurtenances to assure 
compliance with this or other applicable laws, regulations and ordinances. 

D. Penalties and Charges for remedial maintenance or repair of sanitary sewer system. 

Comment [JH1]: Added for discussion 

Comment [JH2]: Council to consider variance 
process. 



1) Any person found in violation of any provision of this Ordinance shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by penalty established in 
Minnesota law for a misdemeanor as may be amended from time to time. Any person 
convicted of a violation of this ordinance shall be required to pay the reasonable costs of 
prosecution. 

2) The City may in its discretion, seek any civil remedies available to it including remedies 
at law, in equity or other relief. In the event that civil remedy is pursued, the City may 
seek reimbursement of any and all costs, disbursements, witness or other fees, as well as 
reasonable attorney's fees expended by the City in order to enforce this Ordinance. 

3) Other Remedies.  

(a) Each right or remedy accruing to the City under this Ordinance or at law is separate 
and distinct and may, at the City's discretion, be exercised independently or 
simultaneously with any other right or remedy. 

(b) The City may disconnect water and sewer service to the establishment and to the 
structure in which the grease trap is located.  

(c) The City may impose a fine of not more than $1,000 per month until such owner 
demonstrates that they are in compliance with the requirements of this Ordinance. 

(d) For failure to maintain records as required by this Ordinance, or failing or refusing to 
timely comply with any request for records required to be provided to the Council or 
its designated representative, a fine of up to $250.00 per day until such records are 
provided. 

4) In the event that the owner is found to have contributed to the partial or complete 
obstruction of the sewer system resulting from the discharge of waste containing grease 
and that the City is required to act immediately to control a public health hazard because 
of such blockage, such owner shall be required to reimburse the City for all costs of 
abating such condition. In situations where there are multiple owners identified as 
contributing to the obstruction, the City will apportion the cost of the clean-up, 
maintenance or repair costs on a prorated basis, based on each owner's percentage share 
of the average total sanitary sewer charges for all such owners. Further should inspection, 
testing or other sampling activity by the City or its representative confirm that any user is 
contributing excessive grease (including other harmful ingredients) and is causing the 
repair or extraordinary maintenance activity to maintain the sanitary sewer system the 
City Council may require further remedial actions necessary to correct the problem. 

Comment [JH3]: Added for discussion 

Comment [JH4]: Added for discussion 
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