
 

 

 

 
City of Newport 

City Council Workshop Meeting Minutes 
August 20, 2015 

                 
1. ROLL CALL -  
Council Present – Tim Geraghty, Tom Ingemann, Bill Sumner, Tracy Rahm, Dan Lund 
 
Council Absent –  
              
Staff Present – Deb Hill, City Administrator; Steve Wiley, Fire Chief; Renee Eisenbeisz, Executive Analyst;  
 
Staff Absent - Bruce Hanson, Superintendent of Public Works; Curt Montgomery, Police Chief; Fritz Knaak, 
City Attorney; 
                                            
2. DISCUSSION REGARDING 2016 BUDGET 
 
Admin. Hill presented on this item as outlined in the attached documents. Staff is recommending a preliminary 
levy of $2,479,022, which is a $48,606 or 2% increase from 2015. Chief Wiley added some turn-out gear and 
portable radios for the Fire Department to the Equipment Capital Improvement Plan, which equates to an extra 
$140,000. As such, staff increased the transfer to the Equipment Fund to $74,000 in 2016.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - What's in the building fund now? What's the $85,000 for? 
 
Admin. Hill - I don't have that number off the top of my head. We have a $100,000 roof, re-carpeting this, 
painting at Fire Hall #1.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - So we're actually going to spend this, we were setting money aside for a building. 
 
Admin. Hill - We do have some money aside. The building fund is ok, I'm more concerned with the equipment 
fund. We'll be meeting with Chief Wiley about it. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Maybe we should reach out to the Lions or refinery.  
 
Chief Wiley - I've reached out to the Lions and the amount that they have available wouldn't help. It's an OSHA 
standard, that the gear needs to be replaced every 10 years. I've assigned one of the Captains to research grants. 
The goal would be to purchase some of this with grants but we can't anticipate that. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - I think you and Bill should reach out to the refinery.  
 
Councilman Lund - In regards to the building fund, can you explain to me the railroad club? With the new roof 
and maintenance, we're paying quite a bit and it seems to be outside of a core city function. Did we commit to 
investing in it early on? 
 
Mayor Geraghty - You mean get the building back? 
 
Councilman Lund - Or quit paying for it.  
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Mayor Geraghty - But then on the other hand, there are people that want us to set up a historic museum.  
 
Councilman Ingemann - The railroad club used to be at the Depot when it was there and it was a vacant building 
when they checked on it. They've been there a while. The railroad gave the tower to the City.  
 
Executive Analyst Eisenbeisz - The tower is the one that got the new roof.  
 
Admin. Hill - Bruce and I were looking at the roof of the club and it's fine for a couple years.  
 
Councilman Sumner - That's a historical building so we can't demolish it.  
 
Councilman Lund - I would rather give it away. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - I would rather keep it. We can have them start improving the building.  
 
Admin. Hill - Are there any questions with the 2% increase? 
 
Councilman Rahm - 2% is fine. 
 
Councilman Ingemann - I would like a little bit of a cushion, I would say 2.5%. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - When will we have examples of what the increase will do? 
 
Admin. Hill - When the County sets up the website. I should have that soon.  
 
Councilman Lund - I won't be in favor of any increase. I think we're too high as it is and any level of increase is 
beyond our means. We're still adding to the fund balance. I agree we don't have a huge cushion but it's not like 
we're running out of money either.  
 
Admin. Hill - Deb has come up with some ideas that we'll be proposing to Ehlers too. I'll set it up at 2.5%. 
 
Councilman Rahm - How much are we going to sink into this building too? 
 
Admin. Hill - During the strategic plan, you directed Bruce to look into that and we've met with an architectural 
firm and will hopefully have some numbers next month for you. We have some major money to put into this 
building coming up. The roof is leaking consistently, things are breaking down.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - Is there still money to get the lots behind us? 
 
Admin. Hill - That's through the EDA fund and we do have money. They contacted me and I haven't heard from 
them for a week or so.  
 
Councilman Lund - Their CUP talks about blacktopping so I think we should tell them that they need to get it 
done. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - I don't want to get off-topic, mine was a budget question. 
 
Admin. Hill - If you have any questions, please email me ahead of time so we can do some adjustments. 
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3. DISCUSSION REGARDING SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING LICENSE RENEWAL 
REQUIREMENTS 
 
Executive Analyst Eisenbeisz presented on this item as outlined in the August 20, 2015 City Council Workshop 
packet. The City Council directed staff to bring forward an ordinance amendment with the draft language in the 
packet.  
 
4. ADJOURNMENT  
 
           Signed: _____________________________ 
            Tim Geraghty, Mayor 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Renee Eisenbeisz 
Executive Analyst 
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