
 

City of Newport 
City Council Workshop Meeting Minutes 

May 3, 2012 
                 
1.  ROLL CALL -  
Council Present – Tim Geraghty, Bill Sumner, Tom Ingemann, Steven Gallagher, Tracy Rahm 
 
Council Absent – None 
              
Staff Present – Brian Anderson, City Administrator; Curt Montgomery, Police Chief; Fritz Knaak, City 
Attorney; 
 
Staff Absent – Renee Helm, Executive Analyst; Bruce Hanson, Supt. of Public Works; Mark Mailand, 
Fire Chief; John Stewart, City Engineer       
                                            
2.  ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT  
A. Joel Williams, 2245 Larry Lane – Donation of property owned by Joel Williams located on 
Larry Lane 
Admin. Anderson presented on this item as outlined in the May 3, 2012 City Council workshop packet. 
Mr. Williams, 2245 Larry Lane would like to donate his property located behind 2245 Larry Lane. The 
property would be used for the North Ravine project right now but there are several opportunities for this 
property in the future.  
 
The City Council gave direction to Admin. Anderson to move forward with accepting the donation of the 
land. 
 
B. Property Acquisition Proposal for 1605 Cedar Lane 
Admin. Anderson presented on this item as outlined in the May 3, 2012 City Council workshop packet. 
The owners of 1605 Cedar Lane approached the City and informed it that they are interested in selling 
their property to the City.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – I think there are a lot of other needs and in my mind, these properties aren’t worth it. 
Would they reduce the price or donate it to the City? My point is that if the levy ever goes, these 
properties are taken care of.  
 
Councilman Gallagher – And we are taking $1,000 off of the tax roll. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – I’m open to the idea but I don’t think I would offer that much. I would like them to 
donate it to us. 
 
Admin. Anderson – We could wait and see if we can get it through forfeiture.   
 
Councilman Sumner – Is that property buildable? 
 
Admin. Anderson – Yes. You can’t deny them a building permit; they have the right to build. It’s a 
straight access to the river.  
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Councilman Rahm – How does this fit into our strategic plan? I would probably pass on it now because 
it’s not going anywhere.  
 
Councilman Gallagher – Have you had conversations with any of the other property owners? 
 
Admin. Anderson – No because I didn’t want to give anyone false hope.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – If, in five years, the levy breeched and the houses were damaged. Could they rebuild?  
 
Attorney Knaak – I’m trying to remember because there are some restrictions that relate to the flood 
plain. My recollection is that, with FEMA’s new rules, they discourage reconstruction.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – Would the City have to buy the property from the resident then? 
 
Councilman Gallagher – Yes. We’re getting it below cost now. Are they going through a divorce right 
now based on the letter? 
 
Attorney Knaak – Yes. 
 
Councilman Gallagher – Why don’t we offer them $60,000 since we have to demolish the property?  
 
Admin. Anderson – My next step would be to bring this back at a City Council meeting with an offer. 
 
The City Council gave direction to Admin. Anderson to begin discussions with the property owners in 
regards to the cost. 
 
C. Strategic Plan/Trend Analysis 
Councilman Rahm – Last time we had our meeting, we decided that we wanted to discuss the strategic 
plan and trends among ourselves. At the last meeting, I gave a presentation about ideas about trends. I 
think we should establish something that shows our goal-strategy alignment. Whatever we did we would 
have how it aligned with our goals and our strategies.  
 
Admin. Anderson – Do you want to go through and list some of the bigger goals?  
 
Councilman Rahm – Yea, I’m looking for major themes.  
 
Councilman Gallagher – I would like to see transportation be one of the goals or themes. I can see how 
some of these go hand in hand such as economic development and maintaining competitive tax rates.  
 
Councilman Rahm – I think some of these principles and items is how we develop a goal statement, 
which would line up with trends, and then themes and initiatives would line up with it. I would like to get 
a discussion rolling.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – I think the number one goal would be to have Newport be a place where businesses 
want to come and operate or where citizens want to come and raise their families. A real livable 
community. 
 
Councilman Rahm – Right. Maybe Brian and I can go and come up with more examples to show you.  
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Councilman Gallagher – If you wanted to come up with seven priorities, we could talk about one at the 
next seven meetings. Or we could all take one priority and come back with something. I’ll take 
transportation. Could you send an email with a framework? 
 
Councilman Rahm – Yes, Brian and I will work on that. 
 
Admin. Anderson – Anything else you would like to talk about? 
 
Councilman Gallagher – I’ve had requests about cleaning up the City but I think the CSO will take care 
of that.  
 
3.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
           Signed: _____________________________ 
                        Tim Geraghty, Mayor 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Renee Helm 
Executive Analyst 
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