Winter 2015

City Of Newport
596 7th Avenue,
Newport, MN 55055

Find us on
Facebook

Upcoming Events:
City Council

November 19, 2015 @ 5:30 p.m.
December 3, 2015 @ 5:30 p.m.
December 17, 2015 @ 5:30 p.m.
Planning Commission

December 10, 2015 @ 6:00 p.m.

City offices will be closed November
26-27 due to the Thanksgiving
Holiday, December 24-25 due to
the Christmas Holiday, and January
1, 2016 due to the New Year's
Holiday.

WWW.Ci.newport.mn.us (651) 459-5677

Serving on a Commission, Board or Committee

The Newport City Council is seeking applicants who are interested in serving on the Newport Park
Board, Library Advisory Committee, and South Washington County Telecommunications Commission.

The Park Board meets on the fourth Thursday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall. The goal of the
Park Board is to develop, preserve, and enhance parks, natural settings and outdoor spaces for recrea-
tion, education, and enjoyment of area citizens. The Newport Park Board collaborates with City Staff
and Council, local businesses, volunteers, and other partners to achieve these goals. There is one va-
cancy for the Park Board and the term is January 1, 2016 - December 31, 2018

The Library Advisory Committee meets on the fourth Wednesday of each odd numbered month except
for July at 5:30 p.m. at City Hall. The purpose of the Library Advisory Committee is to provide guidance
and recommendations to the City Council for the Newport Library and Community Center. There is one
vacancy for the Library Advisory Committee and the term is January 1, 2016 - December 31, 2017.

The South Washington County Telecommunications Commission is the cable television franchising
authority for Cottage Grove, Newport, St. Paul Park, Woodbury, and Grey Cloud Island Township. The
joint powers agreement between the communities allows for two voting representatives, one city offi-
cial and one Council appointee, along with one alternate. Each commission director is responsible for
determining issues that need to be brought to the attention of their member city, as well as taking the
necessary steps to communicate those issues. The Commission meets on the fourth Thursday at 7:00
p.m. at Cottage Grove City Hall and the Commission's offices in Cottage Grove. The alternate position is
vacant and the term is January 1 - December 31, 2016.

If you are a Newport resident and interested in any of these positions, please submit a Letter of Inter-
est to the City Council expressing reasons why you are interested in serving and include any special
qualifications you may have for this position along with a volunteer application. You may mail letters to
Newport City Hall, 596 7~ Avenue, Newport, MN. 55055, or drop letters off at City Hall. These positions
will remain opened until filled, first round of review will take place December 9, 2015.

Mayor:
Tim Geraghty 459-6790
timghty@gmail.com

Council Members:
Tom Ingemann 459-9695
tingemann@comcast.net

Bill Sumner 459-1717
sumner.newport@gmail.com

Tracy Rahm 459-6634
councilmanrahm@gmail.com

Dan Lund 331-9324

danlund@Ilive.com

Park Improvements

You may have noticed some improvements to the parks
around Newport this year. The Public Works Department
has been busy installing fence surrounds around each port- &
a-potty and installing com-
munity bulletin boards on
those surrounds. Addition-
ally, the lion water foun-
tain that used to be at
Pioneer Park has been
cleaned up and reinstalled
at Lions Park. Finally, the
fences and backstops at
the Loveland ball fields
were replaced.
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The Holiday Train is Coming!

The Holiday Train is returning to Cottage Grove this December for the 13th year! The Canadian
Pacific Holiday Train will be stopping in Cottage Grove on Thursday, December 10th at 5:45 p.m.
The Cottage Grove stop will be near the Youth Service Bureau Building along West Point Douglas
Road south of the 80th Street Sieben Bridge.

All proceeds and donations collected at the Cottage Grove stop go directly to the Friends in Need
Food Shelf in St. Paul Park. If you would like to make a monetary donation, you may send a check
payable to the Friends in Need Food Shelf to the Cottage Grove Area Chamber of Commerce at P.O.
Box 16, Cottage Grove, MN 55016. All monetary donations will help purchase food and toiletry items. If you would like to donate items, the
Food Shelf is in need of toiletry items such as bar soap, shampoo, deodorant, toothbrushes, toothpaste, toilet paper, paper towels, or dia-
pers.

Look for more information on the event in the South Washington County Bulletin and on the City's website at www.ci.newport.mn.us.

Fire Department’s Annual Food and Toy Drive

The Newport Fire Department will be hosting their annual Food and Toy Drive once again this year. The Fire Department will have drop-off
barrels at Clover Leaf Bar and Grill, the North Pole Restaurant, and the Newport Center beginning mid-November. The Fire Department will
also be at the Newport Center on Sunday, December 6, 2015 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. accepting donations. All donations will be taken
to the Friends in Need Food Shelf in St. Paul Park. If you would like to make a monetary donation, please make the check out to the Friends
in Need Food Shelf.

4th Annual Winter Family Fun Night - January 30, 2016

The Newport Parks Board and Newport on the Move will be hosting the 4th Annual Winter Family Fun Night on Saturday, January 30, 2016
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at Lions Park so be sure to mark your calendars now! Enjoy an evening of family skating, fun winter games, music
and refreshments. All activities can be enjoyed by skaters and non-skaters alike! More information will be available in January 2016.

Thank You Volunteers!

The City of Newport and the Newport Park Board would like to thank all the volunteers (over 170!) who assisted in the removal of buckthorn
from Newport Bailey School Forest Park on October 24th. The effort put forth by the volunteers made a significant difference to the forest.

They would also like to extend a huge thank you to the individuals, families, and groups that are donating their time to remove litter from
Newport’s parks and trails, and weeds from its flower gardens! The efforts of these volunteers are a great gift to each of us and helps pre-
serve the beauty of our great community. If you would like to adopt a park or trail, or would like more information pertaining to what the pro-
gram is about, please contact Renee Eisenbeisz at (651) 459-5677 / reisenbeisz@newportmn.com.

Finally, the City would like to thank Susan Lindoo and Mike Wolesky for their volunteer work in 2015. Susan and Mike conducted an inven-
tory of all of the city-owned trees along 7th Avenue, Maxwell Avenue, Hastings Avenue, and Loveland Park. Additionally, they provided a re-
port with recommendations on what to replace the dead trees with. The City really appreciates all the hard work they did in 2015!
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Public Works Department

House Numbers - During winter, when daylight is shorter, it is important to ensure that you have properly visible house numbers displayed on
your house. The street number should be visible to the casual observer passing on the roadway. If this is not possible, a sign with proper
numbers may be placed on a post in the front yard so that it is plainly visible from the street. A street number on a mailbox is not satisfac-
tory.

Mailbox - Now is a good time for all residents to take a look at their mailboxes and posts. It is important to check for obvious damage, such
as cracked boards or posts, missing screws, etc. Also, be sure to look below ground level to ensure that your post is still in good condition. A
rotted post will not stand up to a Minnesota winter for very long, and repairs are more difficult to make after the ground has frozen. A single
post should be used for the mailbox support that is constructed of either a 4-inch by 4-inch square wooden post, a 4-inch diameter wooden
post, or a metal support of a weight of three pounds per foot or less for any one foot of vertical measurement above ground.

Ice Skating Rinks - Once it gets cold enough Loveland and Lions Parks’ outdoor ice skating and lighted hockey rinks, as well as supervised
warming houses, will be open to the public. The hours of operation will be Monday through Friday from 4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., and Saturday
and Sunday from 1:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Warming house sites will be closed when it is in the best interest and safety of the community.
Situations where the warming houses may be closed include: when warm temperatures have softened the ice, the wind chill is -18 degrees
or colder, when heavy snowfall has not been cleared, or if there are too few skaters.

Snow Plowing - In the winter, the City will be looking to the residents of Newport for assistance in keeping snow that has been cleared from
sidewalks and driveways off the public streets. Pushing and blowing snow from driveways and sidewalks onto or across public roads may be
punishable as a misdemeanor under Minnesota State Statute. Snow deposited or left on roadways creates a real hazard to passing motor-
ists, which can cause serious accidents. Because the practice is illegal to begin with, the person depositing the snow, as the prime cause of
the accident, may also find him or herself faced with civil liability lawsuits.

Christmas Trees - Residents may discard their Christmas trees at the Public Works site, located at 1100 Bailey Road, between the hours of
7:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. from January 4th to the 8th. Please ensure that all lights, garland, and decorations are removed from the tree prior
to dropping it off.

Household Hazardous Waste - Provided by Jenn Radtke of the East Metro Water
Resource Education Program

If you're anything like me, you have a few big fall tasks to accomplish to get ready for
winter. By now the leaves have probably been raked and the mornings are becoming
particularly frosty. It's time for me to park in the garage once again. Over the summer,
however, our garage has not had room for a car! The space in our garage has been filled
with bikes and bike trailers, trikes, a couple strollers, a wagon, and our motorcycle. It's
time to winterize and tidy up. Time to hang up the bikes and put toys into storage. While
we're at it, it's also time to think about cleaning up any Household Hazardous Waste
(HHW).

HHW is any chemical you might use in your yard or home that you haven’t used up. It is
ILLEGAL to pour these items down a storm drain, on the ground or to throw in the trash.
HHW items can include weed Killer or roach spray, motor oil or paint, or even oven cleaner and nail polish. Look for the words “caution, warn-
ing, danger or poison.” There are also things that you might not realize are HHW, like old thermostats or thermometers and CFL light bulbs.
These items contain mercury and must be disposed of properly.

HHW items can be dangerous to human health and can pollute our drinking water if they are thrown in the trash. For instance, if you throw
away a bottle of weed killer it will end up in a landfill. The weight of all the other trash on the bottle will probably break it, causing any leftover
chemical to leak. While landfills should be sealed, they aren’t leak proof. If the weed Killer leaks into the ground below the landfill, it will seep
into our groundwater. In Washington County, 100% of our drinking water comes from groundwater. Therefore, our drinking water can become
contaminated with pesticides if weed Killers are thrown away.

Fortunately, it is easy to protect our drinking water. There is a convenient and FREE solution for people who live in Washington County. You
simply need proof of residency, such as a driver’s license. The Washington County Environmental Center is located at 4039 Cottage Grove
Drive is open 3 days a week and will accept your HHW, including electronics like old TVs and computers. In addition, there is a FREE Product
Room. You are welcome to browse the shelves and take home items such as paint, stain, or household cleaners. The Environmental Center
is open Tuesdays from 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m., Thursdays and Fridays from 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., and Saturdays from 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
For more information on what’s considered HHW, visit https://www.co.washington.mn.us/envirocenter

Jenn Radtke is a Water Resource Educator for the East Metro Water Resource Education Program and can be reached at jrad-
tke@mnwcd.org or (651) 330-8220 ext. 44.
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City of Newport

596 7th Avenue PRE-SORTED
Newport, MN 55055 STANDARD MAIL
, : U-S. POSTAGE PAID
City Hall: PERMIT #29

Hours: M-Th 8 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Phone: (651) 459-5677

Fax: (651) 459-9883
WWwWw.ci.newport.mn.us

Public Works:
Phone: (651) 459-2475
Fax: (651) 459-2043

e POSTAL CUSTOMER
Dispatch: (651) 439-9381
Emergney, 11 NEWPORT, MN 55055

Fire Department:
Office: (651) 459-9390

Emergency: 9-1-1

Library:
Hours: Monday 4:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Tuesday 1:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday12:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Thursday 3:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Friday 5:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Saturday 12:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
(651) 459-9631

2015 Newport Park Photo Contest - Fall Submittals Due December 31, 2015

The Park Board is conducting its second annual Newport Park Photo Contest. The last contest of the year is the fall contest. Adult and youth
(under 18) divisions will compete in two categories: Best Black and White Shot and Best Color Shot. Submission should include the photogra-
pher's name and date of birth, address, phone number, which Park it was shot in, which category it is being submitted for, and the approxi-
mate date taken. Photos can be submitted electronically to reisenbeisz@newportmn.com or printed photos (which will not be returned) can
be mailed to or dropped off at City Hall at 596 7th Avenue, Newport, MN 55055. The deadline for the Fall Contest is December 31, 2015.

The winning photos from the Spring and Summer Contest are displayed on the City's website (ci.newport.mn.us/ParkPhotoContest.php) and
at various venues throughout the City. There will be two cash prizes for the overall best photos of the year.

2016 Dog Licenses - All dogs must be licensed with the City annually

Annual dog licenses will go on sale at City Hall on Monday, November 30, 2015, for $10. Licenses purchased through January 31, 2016 will
be $10 per license. The fee will increase to $20 per license after this date. Newport residents must renew licenses for their dogs annually.
An updated rabies vaccination certificate is required at the time of purchasing the dog license. Requiring a dog license helps to ensure that
all dogs in the city are vaccinated for rabies and serves as a resourceful tool to police officers in returning your dog, should they pick him or
her up from running at large in the city.

Additionally, any household that has four or more dogs or cats must obtain a kennel license. A kennel license is approved by the City Council
and expires December 31 of each year. The fee for a kennel license is $50.

Please contact Renee Eisenbeisz, Executive Analyst, at (651) 459-5677 / reisenbeisz@newportmn.com for more information.

Winter Parking Ban

The City would like to remind residents that a winter parking ban is in effect until April 30, 2016. This parking ban prohibits parking on either
side of any City street between the hours of 2:00 and 6:00 a.m. Officers will issue warnings until the first snowfall, at which time they will
issue citations.
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