
How to be Sustainable in Your Everyday Life 

Upcoming Events: 

City Council 

May 21, 2015 @ 5:30 p.m. 

June 4, 2015 @ 5:30 p.m. 

June 18, 2015 @ 5:30 p.m. 

Planning Commission 

June 11, 2015 @ 6:00 p.m. 

City Offices are closed on May 25, 
2015 due to Memorial Day and on 
July 3, 2015 due to Independence 
Day.  
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The City of Newport is continually working to promote sustainability 
throughout our community and provide residents with information 
on how they can be sustainable in their everyday lives. The City has 
several sustainability initiatives such as its alternative energy ordi-
nance, participation in MN GreenStep Cities and the MN B3 Bench-
marking program, and it’s Green-Up, Clean-Up program.  
  
The City has placed several resources on its website for residents 
and business owners to learn how they can reduce energy uses at 
their homes or businesses. Below is information on some of the 
resources: 
  
MN Energy Challenge – The MN Energy Challenge is an action guide 
for reducing energy waste in Minnesota, provides information on 
how to reduce energy, and allows residents and businesses to track their energy usage for free. Visit 
the MN Energy Challenge’s website at www.mnenergychallenge.org to learn more and sign up!  
  
Xcel Energy Responsible by Nature Program – Xcel Energy’s Responsible by Nature program provides 
information for residents and businesses on rebate programs and tips on how to reduce energy usage. 
Xcel Energy has rebate programs for air conditioners, energy star homes, furnaces, lighting, saver 
switch, etc. Visit their website at www.responsiblebynature.com to learn more.  
  
MN Department of Commerce – The MN Department of Commerce’s website provides information on 
clean energy, conservation improvement programs, energy efficiency, and financial assistance for resi-
dents and businesses. Such information includes how to use appliances more efficiently, how to re-
duce energy overall, and rebates and credits for energy improvements. Visit their website at mn.gov/
commerce/energy/ for more information.  
  
Please visit the City’s website at ci.newport.mn.us/SustainabilityResources.php for more information 
on how you can become sustainable in your everyday life and to view the complete list of tips. 

Washington County Environmental Center 
With spring cleaning underway, you may be wondering where you can bring certain items. The Wash-
ington County Environmental Center provides residents with a free and convenient disposal of house-
hold hazardous waste, electronics, and recyclables. The Center is located at 4039 Cottage Grove 
Drive, Woodbury and is open on Tuesdays from 12:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. and Thursdays and Saturdays 
from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Proof of residency is required. Below is a list of some of the items that the 
Center accepts. 
 

 Automotive and Recreation - Aerosol cleaners/degreasers/lubricants/starting fluid 
 Electronics - Computers, DVD/VCR players 
 Home Improvement and Construction - Liquid latex paint, oil-based paint, roofing tar 
 Household Items - Oven cleaner, used cooking oil, fluorescent lights 
 Yard and Garden - Bug spray, pool chemicals, weed killer 
 Recyclable Materials - Plastic bottles, books, cardboard, plastic bags 

 
Visit the County’s website at www.co.washington.mn.us and click on “Environmental Center” to view a 
full list of what’s accepted at the Center. You can also call the Center at (651) 275-7475 for more in-
formation.  



The City of Newport has over 140 acres of parkland that is available to its residents and the surround-
ing community. The City would like to remind its residents that the parks are open from 7:00 a.m. to 
dusk and are available for family get-togethers or company picnics.  Individuals may reserve a park by 
completing a form online or at City Hall and providing a $100 deposit for groups less than 25 people 
and $150 for groups with 25 people or more. Contact the City at (651) 459-5677 for more informa-
tion.  
  
Adopt-a-Park/Trail Program - The City would like to thank the multiple families, organizations and indi-
viduals who have taken it upon themselves to adopt a park or trail in Newport. Currently,  16 of the 25 
parks and trails are adopted! The remaining parks and trails are Busy Beaver Park, 10th Street, 12th 

Street, and Park Place Overlooks, Hastings Avenue between Glen Road and Red Rock Cemetery, Hastings Avenue south of Glen Road, Red 
Rock Road, and the flower gardens at City Hall, Oliver Overlook, and the east end of the 12th Street Pedestrian Bridge. If you would like to 
adopt any of these, or would like more information pertaining to what the program is about, please contact Renee Eisenbeisz at (651) 459-
5677 / reisenbeisz@newportmn.com.  
  
Community Garden - Plots are still available at the Community Garden for the 2015 season.  If you are interested in reserving a plot or mak-
ing a donation, please contact Renee Eisenbeisz at (651) 459-5677 / reisenbeisz@newportmn.com.  
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Information on Parks and the Community Garden 

Compost Site 
The Newport Compost and Brush Site is now open for the season. The hours of operation are Wednesdays and Fridays from 3:30 p.m. to 
6:30 p.m. and Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Grass and leaves are $5 per vehicle load. Brush may be no more than 6” in diameter 
and also incurs a fee of $5 per load. As the compost site is only open to Newport residents, please provide a photo ID or a current utility bill 
indicating your Newport address. Please note, plastic bags are not accepted and must be emptied and retained. If you choose to bag yard 
and organic waste, compostable bags are accepted. This reduces processing costs and enhances the quality of the finished compost, as the 
amount of plastic being sent to the landfills is greatly reduced. You may also drop off loads of unbagged yard/organic waste. 
  
The City would like to remind residents that dumping of any kind, including leaves, brush, compost, or other debris onto City or neighboring 
property is prohibited by City ordinance and could result in a citation. Please be considerate of your neighbors and place your compost/waste 
in appropriate receptacles, compost gardens, or compost sites. 

Fishing in Newport 
With the fishing opener  on May 9, 2015, you may want to get out to the Mississippi and fish. Please remember to remain on public property 
if you are fishing from shore . The City of Newport has several locations for individuals to fish from shore. These sites include: Grove Street 
Overlook (end of 10th Street), Riverwood Blvd Overlook (end of 12th Street), Oliver Overlook (end of Park Place), and the end of 6th Street. 

How to Support Pollinators in Your Yard 
You’ve probably already heard that pollinators, particularly Monarch butterflies, are in trouble. More than one third of all plants or plant prod-
ucts consumed by humans are directly or indirectly dependent on insects for pollination. The decline of pollinators affects us all – but we 
have the power to make small changes that will positively affect pollinators! Here are three simple steps to support pollinators in your back-
yard: 
 
 Are you working on any NEW landscaping projects this year? Choose plants that pollinators love and that are suited for your site condi-

tions (soil type, light, planting space, etc.). Some ideas for plants include: wild geraniums, coreopsis, purple coneflower, anise hyssop, 
beebalm, and of course swamp milkweed. Consider choosing plants that haven’t been treated with systemic insecticides (they can 
move into pollen and nectar). Ask for help from a local garden center or nursery for suggestions. 

 IMPROVE existing landscapes. Leave pollinator friendly plants such as dandelions and clover in lawns for early season nectar. Mow to a 
height of 3 inches, and consider adjusting the frequency and timing of mowing. 

 Be SMART when using pesticides. Use them only when necessary, and choose pesticides with a low toxicity to bees. To learn which in-
secticides to avoid, look for the bee hazard icon. Follow the label exactly, THE LABEL IS THE LAW. 

 
A more comprehensive list of plants and pesticide toxicity to bees is available at http://tinyurl.com/PollinatorFriendlyYards. If you decide to 
make a change to support Pollinators you can take the Pollinator Hero Pledge at http://tinyurl.com/PollinatorHeroPledge. If you are inter-
ested in learning more about pollinator friendly native plants and landscaping, visit www.bluethumb.org .  

http://tinyurl.com/PollinatorFriendlyYards�
http://tinyurl.com/PollinatorHeroPledge�
http://www.bluethumb.org�
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Summer Happenings  
Summer Rec Program 
School’s out and summer’s in! With that, the City of Newport’s Parks and Recreation Department is getting ready to kick off another summer 
of fun. The Summer Rec program for Newport youth is scheduled to begin Tuesday, June 9th and will run through Friday, August 7th, with no 
program activities scheduled for the week of June 29th. This year’s activities will be held at Pioneer Park. Preschool children, ages 3 to 5, will 
meet from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. School-age children, ages 6 to 14, will meet from 12:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
  
If you would like to enroll your child(ren) in the Summer Rec program, you may stop by City Hall, or download an application form from the 
City’s website at www.ci.newport.mn.us. Please mail, drop off or email the form by June 4th. For more information, please contact Renee 
Eisenbeisz, Executive Analyst, at (651) 459-5677 / reisenbeisz@newportmn.com.  

Night to Unite - August 4th 

The Newport Volunteer Fire Department will be holding its 62nd Annual Booya on Sunday, July 
12th, at Fire Station #1.  Serving will begin at 11:00a.m.; you may eat in or take-out. The price is 
still just $3.50/bowl. In addition to the Booya, there will be refreshments, games for children and 
adults, Bingo, raffles, and a beer tent. Booya weekend will be kicked off on Saturday, July 11th with 
a parade through Newport, beginning at 6:30 p.m.  
  
Newport Firefighters will be going door to door June 30th and July 1st selling raffle tickets for the 
cash drawings of $500 for first prize, $100 for second prize, and $50 for third prize. Winners need 

not be present and will be announced at the end of Booya Day at 5:00 p.m. 

Pioneer Day - August 9th 

62nd Annual Booya - July 12th 

Newport residents and their friends are invited to participate in Minnesota Night To Unite (NTU) on Tuesday, August 4th, at Newport Lutheran 
Church, 900 15th Street, from 6:30 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. NTU is an evening to gather with friends and neighbors to get to know each other and 
promote community awareness. It is designed to heighten drug and crime prevention awareness, strengthen neighborhood spirit and police-
community partnerships. Activities include police and fire equipment and personnel, food, children’s games, and community organization 
displays. 

Once again, it’s time for the City’s annual get-together celebration! This year’s festivities will take 
place on Sunday, August 9th, at Pioneer Memorial Park and is jam-packed with fun! Below is a 
schedule of events for the day: 

 Parade at 11:00 a.m. - The fun will kick off with a parade beginning at Newport Fire Hall, 
155 20th Street. The parade will make its way down 2nd Avenue to 17th Street where it 
will go to 4th Avenue and make its way to Pioneer Park.  

 Live Music from 12:00 to 7:00 p.m. - The Chad Edwards Band will be performing from 
12:00 - 2:00 p.m. and plays a rockin' country show. The Riddle Brothers will be perform-
ing from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. and plays an eclectic acoustic blend of music styles that's 
pure Americana. Chris Olson will be closing out the festivities with his Memories of Elvis 
Show at 5:30 p.m. 

 Balloon Artist from 12:00 to 2:00 p.m. - A balloon artist will be walking around Pioneer 
Day making balloon animals for free! 

 
As usual, there will be food, vendors, games, bingo, inflatables, a car show and the St. Paul Park-
Newport Lions Club's beer and wine tent. All you can eat corn on the cob will be available with the 
purchase of a Pioneer Day button, which will be available at Newport City Hall, the Library and Com-
munity Center and at various local businesses. You may purchase a button for $3, or 4 for $10. 
The buttons are also used for the raffle drawing. Individuals do not need to be present for the raffle 
drawing as winning numbers will be placed on the City's website, Facebook page, and Channel 18. 
 
Looking for Volunteers - The City is looking for volunteers to help out on Pioneer Day. The City and Anchor Bank will be co-sponsoring the corn 
tent once again this year and is seeking volunteers to help prepare the corn between 9:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. If you are interested in volun-
teering at the corn tent, please contact Renee Eisenbeisz at (651) 556-4601 / reisenbeisz@newportmn.com.  
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City of Newport 
596 7th Avenue 

Newport, MN 55055 
 

City Hall: 
Hours:  M-Th  8 a.m.-6:00 p.m.  
Phone: (651) 459-5677 
Fax: (651) 459-9883 
www.ci.newport.mn.us 
 
Public Works: 
Phone:  (651) 459-2475 
Fax: (651) 459-2043 
 
Police Department: 
Office:  (651) 459-9933 
Dispatch:      (651) 439-9381 
Emergency:  9-1-1 
Fax: (651) 459-9883 
 
Fire Department: 
Office: (651) 459-9390 
Emergency:  9-1-1 
 
Library: 
Hours:  Monday: 4:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
 Tu - Th: 3:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
 Friday: 5:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
 Saturday:  12:00 - 5:00 p.m.  
 Sun:day 11:00  a.m.- 5:00 p.m. 
Phone:  (651) 459-9631 
Please note that the above hours will not start until 
June 1, 2015. 

The Park Board is conducting its second annual Newport Park Photo Contest. The contest is open to all Newport residents and there is a new 
contest each season. Adult and youth (under 18) divisions will compete in two categories: Best Black and White Shot and Best Color Shot. 
  
Submission should include the photographer’s name and date of birth, address, phone number, which Park it was shot in, which category it 
is being submitted for, and the approximate date taken. Photos can be submitted electronically to reisenbeisz@newportmn.com or printed 
photos (which will not be returned) can be mailed to or dropped off at City Hall at 596 7th Avenue, Newport, MN 55055. The deadline for the 
Spring Contest is June 30th. Each Season’s winning photos will be displayed on the City's website and at various venues throughout the City. 
Additionally, there will be two cash prizes for the Overall Best Photos of the Year. Photos need to be taken in or from any of Newport’s parks.  
Thank you for your participation and we look forward to receiving some wonderfully creative pictures of some of Newport’s best assets! 

Second Annual Park Photo Contest - Spring Deadline June 30th 

Newport Transit Station 
The City would like to thank everyone that came out to celebrate the Newport Transit Station Grand 
Opening on April 27th, it was a beautiful day for it! The City would especially like to thank Washington 
County Commissioner Karla Bigham, U.S. Representative Betty McCollum, Mayor Tim Geraghty, CTIB 
Chair Peter McLaughlin, and Metropolitan Council Chair Adam Duininck for speaking at the event.  

The Newport Transit Station’s, located on Maxwell Avenue across from Newport-St. Paul Cold Storage, 
schedule is below. The Transit Station offers express bus service between Newport and downtown St. 
Paul and features an indoor waiting area and large parking lot for commuters. Route 364 provides 
three express trips each weekday morning and afternoon. Visit www.metrotransit.org/Route/364 for more information.  

Weekday Mornings 
Leaves Newport Transit Station 6:16 a.m. 6:59 a.m. 7:28 a.m. 
Arrives Downtown St. Paul (6th Street and Cedar Street)   6:38 a.m. 7:22 a.m. 7:52 a.m. 
Weekday Afternoons 
Leaves Downtown St. Paul (5th & 7th Streets) 4:05 p.m. 4:35 p.m. 5:25 p.m. 
Arrives Newport Transit Station 4:34 p.m. 5:04 p.m. 5:54 p.m. 
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