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City Council Approves Utility Rates for 2015

In 2013, the City hired Ehlers to conduct a study of its utility rates including water, sewer, storm water,
and street lights. Ehlers found that current rates were not sufficient enough to generate revenue to pay
for items such as depreciation, capital, and maintain an adequate reserve. As such, the City Council
approved two resolutions to increase the utility rates in 2013 and 2014. The first resolution was ap-
proved at its August 15, 2013 meeting and established storm water and street light rates through
2018. The second resolution was approved at its December 4, 2014 meeting and established water
and sewer rates through 2017. The rates for 2015 are below.

Residential Water, Sewer, and MCES Rates

Flat Rate $32.78

0-8,000 $32.78 Plus $5.40 for each 1,000 gallons used
8,001-20,000 $75.98 Plus $5.76 for each 1,000 gallons used over 8,000
20,000+ $145.10 Plus $6.48 for each 1,000 gallons used over 20,000

Multi-Family Water, Sewer and MCES Rates

Flat Rate $24.60 Per Unit

0-8,000 $24.60 Plus $5.40 for each 1,000 gallons used
8,001-20,000 $67.80 Plus $5.76 for each 1,000 gallons used over 8,000
20,000+ $136.92 Plus $6.48 for each 1,000 gallons used over 20,000

Senior Water, Sewer, and MCES Rates

Flat Rate $24.60

0-8,000 $24.60 Plus $2.96 for each 1,000 gallons used
8,001-20,000 $48.28 Plus $4.77 for each 1,000 gallons used over 8,000
20,000+ $105.52 Plus $5.49 for each 1,000 gallons used over 20,000

Commercial Water, Sewer, and MCES Rates

Flat Rate $45.63

0-30,000 $45.63 Plus $5.40 for each 1,000 gallons used
30,001-70,000 $207.63 Plus $5.76 for each 1,000 gallons used over 30,000
70,000+ $438.03 Plus 6.39 for each 1,000 gallons used over 70,000

Storm Water and Street Light Rates

Storm Water $6.25
Resident Street Light $7.99
Multiplex Street Light $57.96

Commercial Street Light $96.55

The above rates will be reflected on the March 2015 bills. For more information, please contact Deb
Schulz, Accountant, at (651) 459-5677 / dschulz@newportmn.com. Please note that utility bills will be
sent at the end of each quarter.
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Code Enforcement

The condition of one property has a direct effect on neighboring properties such as decreased property values, the inability to sell a home or
property, and increased criminal activity. Due to this, the City of Newport takes a proactive approach to code enforcement, which includes a
part-time Community Service Officer (CSO). The CSO will inspect a property if a complaint is made regarding the condition or if City staff no-
tices a code violation. Once a property has been inspected and a violation is noted, the City will take the necessary steps to resolve the issue,
which can include a warning or citation. These violations are especially visible after the snow melts and spring arrives. Be sure to keep your
home and property up to code in order to prevent yourself from receiving a warning or citation. Some common exterior code violations to
watch for include:

e Damaged exterior material, including peeling paint or other damaged finishes upon the house, garage, fence, or shed: Every exterior
surface shall be maintained to avoid noticeable deterioration of the finish. No wall or other exterior surface shall have peeling, cracked,
chipped, or otherwise deteriorated surface finish on more than 20% of any one wall or other flat surface.

e  Accessory Structures and Covered Storage Buildings: Residential properties may not have more than two accessory buildings, which
includes garages, sheds, and covered storage buildings. Additionally, accessory structures over 150 sq. ft. must be compatible with the
principal structure in terms of design, roof, color and materials. Covered storage buildings such as tent garages or carports cannot be in
the front yard and must be screened from the street and adjacent property.

e No address numbers on the house or garage: All properties within the City shall have its street numbers affixed to the house so that they
are visible from the street. If this is not possible, a sign with proper numbers may be placed on a post in the front yard so that it is plainly
visible from the street. A street number on a mailbox is not satisfactory.

e  Exterior storage of materials, equipment, or personal property: All materials and equipment shall be completely screened from eye-level
view of adjacent property and public streets. All refuse, recycling and containers shall be kept in a building or screened from the road
and neighboring properties, except before a scheduled collection.

e Lawn maintenance: Grasses and weeds may not exceed a height of eight inches (8”). All trees, bushes and hedges must leave a clear
view of all traffic approaching an intersection.

e  Vehicle parking/storage: All vehicles must be parked or stored on the driveway or in the garage. All vehicles stored outside must be li-
censed and street operable. Parking vehicles on the boulevard is prohibited.

e Unpaved driveways: Prior to the sale or property title transfer, non-paved driveways shall be paved with asphalt, concrete or other dura-
ble surfacing as approved by the City. Please note that a permit is required prior to paving a non-paved driveway.

What to do if you receive a warning or citation

If you do receive a warning or citation, do not ignore it! Instead, take the necessary steps to correct the issue(s) listed on the notice. Always
feel free to call City Hall at (651) 459-5677 if you do not understand the notice or need more time to correct the issue. Failure to resolve the
issue may result in additional actions such as fines, a formal court complaint, or City facilitated abatement.

How to report code violations
Complaints may be filed with the City in person, by email, calling, or by mail and will be inspected by the CSO. Please note that all complaints
are kept anonymous. To report a possible violation, please contact City Hall by visiting 596 7th Avenue, calling (651) 459-5677, or emailing
reisenbeisz@newportmn.com.

2nd Annual Park Photo Contest - Winter Contest Submittals Due March 31st

The Park Board will be conducting its second annual Newport Park Photo Contest in 2015. The Contest will be open to all Newport residents.
Adult and Youth (under 18) Divisions will compete in two Categories: Best Black and White Shot and Best Color Shot.

Photos need to be taken in or from any of Newport’s parks. Submissions should include the photographer’'s name and date of birth, ad-
dress, phone number, which Park it was shot in, which category it is being submitted for, and the approximate date taken. Please note that
only two photos may be submitted per person per category. Photos can be submitted electronically to reisenbeisz@newportmn.com or
printed photos (which will not be returned) can be mailed to or dropped off at City Hall at 596 7th Avenue, Newport, MN 55055. The deadline
for the Winter Contest is March 31st. Each Season’s winning photos will be displayed on the City's website and at various venues throughout
the City. Additionally, there will be two cash prizes at the end of the year for Overall Best Photos.

Compost Site - Opens Saturday, April 11th

The Newport Compost and Brush Site will be open for the season on Saturday, April 11th. The hours of operation are Wednesdays and Fri-
days from 3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. and Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The cost for the compost site s $5 per load.

Veterans’ Memorial

The City’s Veterans' Memorial in Pioneer Park has pavers that are inscribed with the names of individuals, living and deceased, who served
honorably in the United States Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, National Guard and Coast Guard. Pavers are available for sponsorship at
City Hall for $75. If you would like to sponsor a brick and have it installed during the spring of 2015, please submit an application to City Hall
by March 31st. For additional information, please contact Renee Eisenbeisz at (651) 459-5677 / reisenbeisz@newportmn.com.
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Preventing Frozen Water/Sewer Lines this Winter

Your water lines may be at risk of freezing during prolonged periods of bitter cold similar to last winter. Below are some tips for preventing
frozen water lines and what to do if they do freeze.

Tips to Prevent Frozen Water Lines:

Monitor the weather reports for extended periods of severe cold and then take action.

Allow warm air to circulate in the area where the water comes in to the house.

Leave utility room doors open and clear space around the water line.

Remove contents of vanity cupboards and leave the doors open.

If possible/practical leave snow cover over the area where your lateral water line runs from the curb stop to the house.
Put a fresh battery in the thermostat if the thermostat is not hard wired in to the home.

Run your cold water closest to the water line entry point for a couple minutes and then take the temperature of the water. Please first
notify the City if you must leave your water running.

e |f water from the tap is below 40 degrees Fahrenheit it is recommended that you let your cold water run from this faucet at a pencil
thickness until a few days after frigid temperatures subside.

e You may want to run your faucet non-stop overnight when temperatures typically dip lower or no water is being used for a period of time.

If Your Water Line Freezes:
e Use heat tape, a space heater (don’t leave it unattended) or a warm hair dryer on the pipe.

e If a contractor is needed to thaw the line be aware of unintended consequences of contractors thawing water lines, particularly if using
an electrical welder:

e  Namely fire, explosion, damage to appliances and electronics, and the possibility of damage to other property owners in the case of
stray electrical current.

e  Determine if the contractor is insured.
Sanitary sewer freeze up considerations:
Make sure the roof vent is not covered with snow or is otherwise blocked. Snow build up over the vent will cause the sewer drain to slow
down. This prevents the warmer air in the sewer system from venting up the house line and keeping the line above freezing.

For additional questions, please contact Public Works at (651) 459-2475 or City Hall at (651) 459-5677.

2015 Spring Clean-Up Day - Saturday, May 9th

Resource Recovery of Newport will once again host the 2015 City-wide Spring Clean-Up on Saturday, May 9h, from 7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., at
100 Red Rock Road in Newport. Residents will enter the facility from Red Rock Road which is located off of Maxwell Avenue, north of 494.
Please bring along a form of identification, such as a driver’s license, indicating your current address for attendants to verify Newport resi-
dency.

A fee based on the size, weight, and type of load will be assessed. Below is a list of rates for accepted items:
e Tires: Car - $5.00 Each, Truck - $6.00 Each
e Tire Rims: Car - $7.00 Each, Truck - $8.00 Each
e Appliances: Non-Freon - $13.00 Each, Freon - $17.00 Each
e  Electronics: Small - $17.00 Each, Large - $35.00 Each

Mattresses, box springs and furniture will be charged $19.76 each, which includes a flat fee of $13 plus State Tax and the County Environ-
mental Charge. Mixed Municipal Solid Waste will be charged $65 per ton plus the State Tax and County Environmental Charge.

The following items will not be accepted: Hazardous wastes including acids, caustic materials, cleaning fluids, oils, explosives, oil based
paints, animal carcasses, asbestos, ash, infectious wastes, radioactive waste, sludge of any kind, street sweepings, yard waste, and any
other materials that the Counties or Resource Recovery considers to be toxic or dangerous. The City of Newport and Resource Recovery ac-
cept no responsibility for damage done to vehicles while they are unloaded.

Community Garden

The City’'s Community Garden is located next to Fire Hall #2 and has 24 individual garden plots that can be rented for a $20 fee and $20
deposit. If you are interested in reserving a spot or making a donation for the 2015 season, please contact Renee Eisenbeisz, Executive Ana-
lyst, at (651) 459-5677 / reisenbeisz@newportmn.com.
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City Hall:

Hours: M-Th 8 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Phone: (651) 459-5677

Fax: (651) 459-9883
www.ci.newport.mn.us

Public Works:
Phone: (651) 459-2475

Fax: (651) 459-2043 R E S I D E N T

Police Department:

Office: (651) 459-9933

Dipatch: (651 4359951 NEWPORT, MN 55055
Emergency: 9-1-1 )

Fax: (651) 459-9883

Fire Department:
Office: (651) 459-9390
Emergency: 9-1-1

Library:

Hours: Monday: 1:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Tu-Th: 3:00-8:00 p.m.
Friday: 5:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Sat—Sun: 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
(651) 4599631

Residential Garbage and Recycling Haulers

The City of Newport has four licensed residential trash haulers that are required to offer recycling services as well. Residents can choose
from the below haulers for trash and recycling services:

e Allied Waste, also known as Republic Services, (651) 455-8634 e  Tennis Sanitation, (651) 459-1887
e  Highland Sanitation, (651) 458-0043 e Troje's Trash and Recycling, (651) 459-8223

All four haulers provide single-sort recycling. This means that you can place all of your recycling materials in the same container that is pro-
vided by the hauler. Highland Sanitation, Tennis Sanitation and Troje's Trash offer weekly recycling collection and Allied Waste offers bi-
weekly recycling collection. Below is a list of materials that all haulers collect for recycling.

Plastics: Plastics #1-7 (rinsed), Bottles, Tubs, and Containers
e  Glass: Bottles and Jars
e Aluminum and Metal: Aluminum, Steel and Tin Cans (rinsed)

e  Paper, Cartons, Cardboard, and Paperboard: Office Paper, Computer Paper, Fax Paper, Pastel Colored Paper, Newspapers and Inserts,
Magazines and Catalogs, Junk Mail, Corrugated Cardboard, Brown Paper Grocery Bags, Pizza Boxes (Free of Debris), Paperboard, Paper
Towel and Toilet Paper Cardboard Tubes, and Shoe Boxes

Visit the City's website at ci.newport.mn.us/trash.php for more information on recycling.

Newport Transit Station Now Open

The Newport Transit Station, located on Maxwell Avenue across from Newport-St. Paul Cold Storage, is now open. The transit station offers
express bus service between Newport and downtown St. Paul and features an indoor waiting area and large parking lot for commuters.
Route 364 provides three express trips each weekday morning and afternoon. Visit www.metrotransit.org/Route/364 for more information.

Weekday Mornings

Leaves Newport Transit Station 6:16 a.m. 6:59 a.m. 7:28 a.m.
Arrives Downtown St. Paul (6th Street and Cedar Street) 6:38 a.m. 7:22 a.m. 7:52 a.m.
Weekday Afternoons

Leaves Downtown St. Paul (5th & 7th Streets) 4:05 p.m. 4:35 p.m. 5:25 p.m.
Arrives Newport Transit Station 4:34 p.m. 5:04 p.m. 5:54 p.m.




	Resource Recovery of Newport will once again host the 2015 City-wide Spring Clean-Up on Saturday, May 9h, from 7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., at 100 Red Rock Road in Newport.  Residents will enter the facility from Red Rock Road which is located off of Maxwell Avenue, north of 494.  Please bring along a form of identification, such as a driver’s license, indicating your current address for attendants to verify Newport residency. 

	A fee based on the size, weight, and type of load will be assessed.  Below is a list of rates for accepted items:
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