
Park Board Workshop 
Sept 25, 2014 

 
Present:  Tom Aguilar-Downing, Emily White, Marge Meconis, Laura Duffey, John Neska 
Guests: Susan Lindoo, Mike Woleski 
Workshop was called to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
Buckthorn Removal Day 

October 25, 9:00 am to noon. 
Laura will visit East Ridge High for some training and will get waivers signed ahead of time. 
If we have many middle school students we will need a better adult to student ratio than we had last year. 
We will meet in the parking lot. 
Discussed doing next year’s event at a different location; either Lakeland or Cedar Lane.  We should make 
that known to the group at this year’s event. 
Tom will put up signs at the park 
Adult volunteers should arrive at 8:30 to discuss working with kids.  Rest should arrive at 9:00 am. 
 

Fun Walk  
Sept 27 from 9am to 10 am. 
Flyers have been delivered to Newport Elementary School. 
A visual scavenger hunt is planned with prizes 
A craft project creating murals with paper plates and beans will happen at the end of the walk. 
John will make sure that two picnic tables are at the park. 
 

Photo Contest 
Winner of summer contest announced. 
Tom asked for input for having a Peoples’ Choice element to awarding the overall prize winner.  The City is 
open to having voting on the City’s website and on the Facebook page.  It was suggested that  voting also 
take place at each of the venues that have displayed the photos.  We may limit the choices for the Peoples’ 
Choice to the 5 photos that had the highest points awarded by the judges.  Tom will ask for input from the 
judges. 
Discussion turned to repeating the event next year.  There was not overwhelming participation this year.  
Some of the participants submitted multiple entries each season.  However, it was only the first year.  The 
Peoples’ Choice process itself may generate more interest.  A feature on SWCTV may also help.   
 

Capital Improvements 
John presented to the Board the list of proposed Capital  Improvements as listed in the Board Packet.   He 
pointed out the ones which are already underway or for which materials have already been purchased.  He 
gave details of each and asked the Board to email each of our top 3 priorities for each park to him by 
October 16.  Based on those responses he will present a revised, prioritized list at the October Board 
meeting. 
 

Lindoo’s  Master Naturalist Project 
Susan Lindoo is taking a training course as a Master Naturalist.  She needs to do a project for the course.  
She presented some ideas, (see attached).   
Her first idea was to create a Exclosure area, designed to keep deer and other unwanted creatures out and 
let natural, native vegetation flourish.  However cost could be $1,000 - $1,300, and the time required would 
be longer than the deadline for the class project.  However she presented information for future 
consideration.  Minnetonka has 20 such Exclosures. 



Her second idea is to do a mapping of invasive species within the city parks.  The Board agreed that such a 
mapping within Bailey School Forest would be valuable. 
 

Natural Resource Management Plan. 
Susan Lindoo presented results of her discussions with Board, City Staff and interested organizations 
regarding a Natural Resource Management plan, narrowing specifically on the possibility of a park on the 
Cedar Lane properties.  See attached. 

 
Workshop adjourned at 8:30 pm 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tom Aguilar-Downing 














