
 
 
 

 
CITY OF NEWPORT 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
NEWPORT CITY HALL 

SEPTEMBER 6, 2012 – 5:30 P.M. 
 
MAYOR: Tim Geraghty   City Administrator:  Brian Anderson           
COUNCIL:   Tom Ingemann       Supt. of Public Works:  Bruce Hanson 
                   Bill Sumner    Chief of Police:  Curt Montgomery 
          Tracy Rahm   Fire Chief:  Mark Mailand 
                   Steven Gallagher            Executive Analyst: Renee Helm 
  

AGENDA 
          
1.  CALL TO ORDER  
 
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3.  ROLL CALL 
 
4.  ADOPT AGENDA 
 
5. ADOPT CONSENT AGENDA – All items listed under this section are considered routine and non-

controversial by the Council and will be approved by a single motion. An item may be removed from 
the consent agenda and discussed if a Council member, staff member, or citizen so requests.  
A. Minutes of the August 16, 2012 Regular City Council Meeting  
B. Minutes of the August 16, 2012 City Council Workshop Meeting 
C. List of Bills in the Amount of $701,383.57 

 
6. VISITORS PRESENTATIONS/PETITIONS/CORRESPONDENCE 
 
7. MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
8. COUNCIL REPORTS 

 
9. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

A. Introduction by Mr. Keith Jacobus, Ph.D, ISD 833 Superintendent of School 
B. Interlocal Agreement Between the City of Newport and the Houston-Galveston Area Council for 

the Cooperative Purchasing for a Fire Truck 
C. Resolution No. 2012-24 – Making Certain Findings of Fact and Denying the Application of 

Stephan Linn, By and On Behalf of Linn Companies, for an Off-Sale Liquor License at a 
Particular Location, 1594 Hastings Avenue, within the City of Newport 

D. Resolution No. 2012-25 – Establishing a Proposed Preliminary Levy Certification for Levy Year 
2012, Payable 2013 

 
10. ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

 
11. POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT 
 



Agenda for 09-6-2012 

12. FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT 
 
13. ENGINEER’S REPORT  

 
14. SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS REPORT 

A. Purchase of a 2012 GMC Canyon for $19,077 
 
15. NEW / OLD BUSINESS 

 
16.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
Upcoming Meetings and Events: 

1. Planning Commission Meeting  September 13, 2012 7:00 p.m. 
2. City Council Meeting    September 20, 2012 5:30 p.m. 
3. Parks Board Meeting   September 27, 2012 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

City of Newport 
City Council Minutes 

August 16, 2012 
                 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Geraghty called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M.  
 
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3.  ROLL CALL -        
Council Present – Tim Geraghty, Tom Ingemann, Bill Sumner, Tracy Rahm,  
 
Council Absent – Steven Gallagher 
              
Staff Present – Brian Anderson, City Administrator; Bruce Hanson, Supt. of Public Works; Curt Montgomery, 
Police Chief; Mark Mailand, Fire Chief; Renee Helm, Executive Analyst; Fritz Knaak, City Attorney; Jim 
Stremel, City Engineer;        
 
Staff Absent – 
                                 
4.  ADOPT AGENDA 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Rahm, to adopt the Agenda as presented.  With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 
Absent, the motion carried. 
 
5.  ADOPT CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Sumner, seconded by Ingemann, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented, which includes 
the following items: 

A. Minutes of the August 2, 2012 Regular City Council Meeting  
B. List of Bills in the Amount of $232,375.71 
C. North Ravine Partial Payment #4 

With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried. 
 
6.  VISITORS PRESENTATIONS/PETITIONS/CORRESPONDENCE 
Pauline Schottmuller, 97 10th Street – I’m here as a campaign fact checker. All three of you have announced 
and I try to keep my temper but it’s a little hard when confronted with things that aren’t true. You all mentioned 
the transit station in your reelection statement. I want to set the record straight as far as the transit station. When I 
was first elected on the Newport City Council back in 1999, the Red Rock Corridor Committee had been up and 
running for some time and the Knox site was on the County radar for a transit station since the mid-90’s. We tried 
to convince the County that a better site would be the Knauff site but that didn’t fly so the Knox site went in on 
our comprehensive plan as a potential transit station, so it was in the works for a decade so. Semstone wanted to 
buy the Knox site in 2007/2008 but we had identified that as the transit station and north gateway to the City and 
parking several dozen or more cement trucks did not blend well. The Kevin Chapdelaine council told Semstone 
no. In the early part of 2009 I come into City Hall and Tim’s meeting with some men in the small office here and 
I ask Rachel and Brenda who he was meeting with and they said Semstone and I go “Oh, that’s interesting.” It 
wasn’t long after that that you, Tim, were asked to talk with the Congress Estate Commerce Committee. That was 
on a Monday and you did talk with them and that Wednesday, I found out what you said to them because I was at 
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a meeting with Karla and Katie. They took me to the woodshed and asked me “What’s wrong with Newport?” 
because you testified at the Commerce meeting that you did not feel that the transit station was in the best interest 
of Newport and they wanted to know when this was decided and I did too because there was never any public 
discussion that we no longer wanted the transit station there. So either you decided that on your own Tim or the 
three of you decided at some backdoor meeting where the rest of us weren’t invited but I do know what Tim 
testified to at the meeting, I checked with Karla not too long ago. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – Do you have the minutes from that meeting? 
 
Ms. Schottmuller – I checked with Karla. I’ll bring them.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – I would like a copy of those minutes. 
 
Ms. Schottmuller – Anyway, that upset Katie and Karla and that’s when the County got into action. And if it 
weren’t for Katie and Karla, and Commissioner Myra Peterson, and County staff, we would have cement trucks 
parked there and we wouldn’t have a transit station because Semstone went ahead and they had a purchase 
agreement and were already on the agenda for the Planning Commission to get a Conditional Use Permit. 
Fortunately the County was able to work a deal with Semstone and buy the property. And do you remember the 
meeting we had here with County staff? 
 
Mayor Geraghty – The County made an arrangement to buy it from Semstone? 
 
Ms. Schottmuller – Yes 
 
Mayor Geraghty – What property did Semstone own? 
 
Ms. Schottmuller – Knox, they had a purchasing agreement with Knox. We had a meeting with County staff and 
Myra and you three gentlemen sat there unenthusiastic about the transit station. It was only Corb Hopkins and I 
who advocated for it. Myra Peterson, who I sat next to, was getting so hot under the collar listening to you three 
that I could practically see the steam coming from her. And she finally said, this isn’t a direct quote but it gets to 
the heart of the matter, “If the City of Newport did not want the literally millions of dollars of development 
money that the County was putting on the table that she knew plenty of other Washington County cities who did.” 
So it was pretty much take it or leave it and fortunately the City did decide to take it, but it was Corb and I who 
advocated for it.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – Where are you going with this Pauline? 
 
Ms. Schottmuller – Where I’m going with it is don’t you dare, don’t you dare, not any of you, for two seconds 
take credit for that transit station. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – We’re taking credit for it because we voted for it. If you remember, we were debating about 
whether or not it should come down by Veolia. We had not picked a final location and I finally came down and 
decided that it should go at the Knox site and I supported it and then we set the foundation for it. That’s the facts. 
 
Ms. Schottmuller – Tim, we could argue this all night, I’m telling my side of the story. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – Pauline, you do all you want in your fact finding mission but the more you do, the more you 
say, the more it’s going to help me.  
 
Ms. Schottmuller – There are a couple other matters here. The fishing pier is now gone, thank you, but there is a 
small matter of $2,000. Tim, I don’t know if you remember this because you tend to not remember convenient 
things but it is part of Council minutes and that is you promised that there would be no general funds used for that 
pier and you would rely on donations. Well donations did buy it but it also needed pontoons to help stabilize it. 
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The bill for pontoons came to almost $2,000 and it came out of general revenue. The way I look at it, you owe the 
City $2,000. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – Is that true Bruce? 
 
Supt. Hanson – I don’t recall the exact cost but we did buy additional floats for it. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – And did it come out of the general fund? 
 
Admin. Anderson – That was a year or two later and I was under the impression… 
 
Mayor Geraghty – As long as we’re talking about costs, how many thousands of dollars did we pay for your 
overlook. 
 
Ms. Schottmuller - $14,000. 
 
Councilman Ingemann – It’s not ADA compliant either. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – Bruce do you know of the top of your head what we paid for the overlook because it was 
done and redone? 
 
Ms. Schottmuller – It was $14,000, it came out of the Park fund. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – Bruce, let’s have that for our next meeting. I would like the public to know. 
 
Ms. Schottmuller – But I didn’t promise to cover that from donations.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – Well we’re talking about taxpayer dollars. I was not aware that we paid the $2,000 out of the 
general fund. I’m not sure what the donations totaled were. 
 
Admin. Anderson – I think we raised $5,400 and the fishing pier was $3,500 so we covered everything at the 
time and then it was going to become part of the Parks, Public Works and for safety reasons we added a couple 
extra floats. 
 
Ms. Schottmuller – The understanding was that anything besides City labor… 
 
Mayor Geraghty – So we’ll continue to raise some money and reimburse the General Fund and we’ll try to get 
some reimbursement for your overlook too. 
 
Ms. Schottmuller – I’ll be watching for that. That was all part of the park abatement, I didn’t promise donations 
for that. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – Come back again and keep us informed. 
 
7.  MAYOR’S REPORT –  
Mayor Geraghty – I attended National Night Out and that was a good turnout. I also attended Pioneer Day, I was 
in the parade and at the park all day. I did send Renee an email thanking her for all of her hard work. I think you 
did a great job for the short time that you had to deal with it but I’d like to thank you again, you did a really good 
job, it was a good day and good turnout. 
 
8.  COUNCIL REPORTS –  
Councilman Rahm – I also attended Pioneer Day and wanted to thank City staff for putting it on. I also met with 
Brian to talk about the strategic plan to firm it up and bring something to the Council in the next month or so. 
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Councilman Ingemann – Nothing to report 
 
Councilman Sumner – I also attended Pioneer Day and it was quite wonderful to spend that much time with the 
people of Newport that are appreciative of the City, that are pleasant to be with, and to see them enjoying the 
many benefits of a thoughtful city. In addition, I went to the community advisory committee at the refinery. They 
have gone through continuing improvements to their facilities to improve their productivity and safety. I also 
heard that recently there were three refineries that were shut down in the Midwest for various reasons which has 
caused the Midwest to suffer in regards to gas prices. Based on the improvements at our local refinery they were 
able to maximize their throughput, which has stayed in the metro area. Because they’re operating safely and 
efficiently, we are able to enjoy a very reliable, continuous source of transportation fuels which are essential to 
our existence.  
 
9.  ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – 
A. Discuss the Veterans’ Memorial in Pioneer Park 
 
Admin. Anderson presented on this item as outlined in the August 16, 2012 City Council packet.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – I had raised this issue at a HPC meeting because I was under the impression that we should 
take the broad approach and try to recognize all veterans. For example, if an elderly person moves into the City 
and wants to buy a brick for their husband or child that never lived here that should be allowed. I’m not sure how 
big it will be if we limit it. 
 
Councilman Ingemann – My feeling is that if a parent wants to give a brick or somebody wants to get a brick for 
their father they should be able to do it. If you’re a Newport resident you should be able to get a brick. 
 
Councilman Rahm – When I see other veterans memorials their usually for veterans for that specific town but 
Newport is smaller so I’m fine with opening it to everyone.  
 
Admin. Anderson – Ok thank you. 
 
B. Ordinance No. 2012-12 – Amending Chapter 5, Alcoholic Beverages  
 
Admin. Anderson – I received an email from Councilman Gallagher that he would not be able to be at the 
meeting and he wanted to discuss this item. I asked the Attorney on whether or not we should table this item until 
all five of you are able to be here and the Attorney didn’t have an issue with that. 
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Rahm to table this item until the September 6, 2012 City Council 
meeting. With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried. 
  
10.  ATTORNEY’S REPORT –  
Attorney Knaak – You have before you the prosecution report. I’m pleased to say that the spike has diminished 
somewhat but we’re still above last year’s averages. There’s nothing remarkable about any of these cases. You’ve 
all been copied with correspondence related to Mr. Linn’s application for an off-sale liquor license. One of the 
things that it has on it is a litigation hold and I would just like to remind you to preserve any and all 
correspondence and emails that relates to this and City business in general, so keep everything.  
 
11. POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT –  
Chief Montgomery – Brian Domeier, Investigator, has retired from the City of Newport, he had about 27 years in 
service. On August 7 I attended the National Night Out at the Lutheran Church and I’d like to say thank you to 
them, they did a good job. Lastly, you have the July Activity Report before you that I’ll stand for questions if any.  
 
12. FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT – Nothing to report 
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13.  ENGINEER’S REPORT – Nothing to report 
 
14.  SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS REPORT – Nothing to report 
 
15.  NEW/OLD BUSINESS 
 
16.  ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Geraghty, to adjourn the regular Council Meeting at 5:52 P.M.  With 4 
Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried. 
 
           Signed: _____________________________ 
                       Tim Geraghty, Mayor 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Renee Helm 
Executive Analyst 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

City of Newport 
City Council Workshop Meeting Minutes 

August 16, 2012 
                 
1.  ROLL CALL -  
Council Present – Tim Geraghty, Bill Sumner, Tom Ingemann, Tracy Rahm 
 
Council Absent – Steven Gallagher 
              
Staff Present – Brian Anderson, City Administrator; Bruce Hanson, Supt. of Public Works; Curt Montgomery, 
Police Chief; Mark Mailand, Fire Chief; Renee Helm, Executive Analyst;  
 
Staff Absent – Fritz Knaak, City Attorney; John Stewart, City Engineer       
                                            
2.  DISCUSS POLICE DEPARTMENT VACANCY  
Admin. Anderson – As Chief Montgomery mentioned Investigator Domeier did recently retire. Chief 
Montgomery and I have been discussing what we would like to do with the Department. Domeier hasn’t been 
here for about 7-8 months due to medical reasons. Chief Montgomery and I are recommending that we give the 
investigative duties to Officer Freemyer who has been taking training on that for some time; he’s also second in 
command. We would also take a look at hiring Dave Crist who is the current CSO. 
 
Chief Montgomery – I just wanted to mention that Dave has to take his post test, which he is taking tomorrow. 
What I’m looking at is if he passes then I would go through the steps such as physical and psychological tests.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – We can’t take any actions tonight. 
 
Chief Montgomery – I know, I’m not recommending that yet. I’m just looking to have the ability to look at 
hiring someone.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – So you still want a fulltime investigator then? 
 
Chief Montgomery – Yes, well Investigator Domeier also pulled street duty, he was just fulltime the last couple 
months due to limitations. You’ll see him working the street as well as investigations.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – You can proceed as you’re talking and we can have a special Council meeting if you need 
one. 
 
Chief Montgomery – Can I proceed with the background then? 
 
Mayor Geraghty – Yes, you just can’t offer anything. 
 
Councilman Rahm – Anytime you have an opening I hope you look at what our needs are and your manpower 
and even though a person is doing certain jobs you might want people doing other sorts of jobs. So you look at 
your needs and say how does this new person best fit in your force. I’m assuming you’re doing that. 
 
Chief Montgomery - Yes 
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3. DISCUSS THE 2013 DRAFT BUDGET AND PRELIMINARY PROPERTY TAX LEVY 
 
Admin. Anderson and Stacy Kvilvang, Ehlers, presented on this item as outlined in the August 16, 2012 City 
Council packet. The proposed plan does not increase the Total Tax Levies but due to the 7.5% decline in Tax 
Capacity, the proposed plan is estimated to cost the average homeowner an increase of $70 for taxes paid 2013 
or an average of $38 per year for the next ten years. The power point is attached to the minutes. 
 
Councilman Ingemann – Historically speaking, has the City ever done a long-range, ten-year plan like this 
before? 
 
Admin. Anderson – I haven’t come across one. 
 
Councilman Ingemann – In the last 30 years, we’ve never done a plan like this? 
 
Mayor Geraghty – No 
 
Mayor Geraghty – What would be levied if we did the proposed? Would the resolution be the same? 
 
Ms. Kvilvang – There would be a 6% increase. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – So the $70 is due to lost valuation. 
 
Ms. Kvilvang - The $70 is a factor of the lost valuation and also putting away other dollars to go to your fund 
balance. If that’s something that you don’t want to do that’s where we can look at adjustments to have a decrease. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – So you’re saying we could take last year’s resolution and it would be identical to this year? 
 
Admin. Anderson – I believe that’s how we worked out the numbers. 
 
Councilman Rahm - I still think residents, me included, look at what we paid on our tax bill last year and what 
we’re paying this year. I would like to make it a bit smoother if that’s possible because there’s $70 increase this 
year and a $31 increase next year and it seems bumpy. Is there a way we can make it so the increase is more 
gradual?  
 
Admin. Anderson – We can look at doing that. On average, there is an increase of $29 for the next six years. 
 
Ms. Kvilvang – We tried to get it as close as possible to an even flow but when there are certain street projects 
coming on it’s hard to balance but we can certainly see. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – Let’s observe it and talk with Brian over the next couple weeks.  
 
Admin. Anderson – This will be on the September 6 agenda.  
 
4.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
           Signed: _____________________________ 
                        Tim Geraghty, Mayor 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Renee Helm 
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Executive Analyst 
 



Text25 Text26 Text27 Text28 Comments

Paid Chk#  000076E ING LIFE INSURANCE & ANNUITY 41137 4,637.63 domeier sick leave payout
Paid Chk#  000077E FEDERAL TAXES 41143 10,721.94 withholding, fica, medicare
Paid Chk#  000078E MN REVENUE 41143 2,520.26 withholding

Paid Chk#  000079E MN PUBLIC FACILITIES AUTHORITY 41143 121,342.95 bond payment
Paid Chk#  000080E ING LIFE INSURANCE & ANNUITY 41143 416.98 ltd

Paid Chk#  013943 AGGREGATE INDUSTRIES MIDWES 41137 562.43 gravel
Paid Chk#  013944 BARBARA WILCZIEK 41137 153.00 elections
Paid Chk#  013945 Cardmember Services 41137 2,123.66 visa
Paid Chk#  013946 CAROL PETERSON 41137 81.00 elections
Paid Chk#  013947 CAROLINE CLAUSEN 41137 153.00 elections
Paid Chk#  013948 CASSANDRA C URBANO 41137 46.55 summer rec supplies

Paid Chk#  013949 COTTAGE GROVE AREA CHAMBER 41137 500.00 buy local campaign
Paid Chk#  013950 EHLERS 41137 1,950.00 financial management plan
Paid Chk#  013951 EVERETT ACKER 41137 162.00 elections
Paid Chk#  013952 FLEET ONE LLC 41137 2,830.02 fuel
Paid Chk#  013953 G & K SERVICES 41137 217.00 uniforms
Paid Chk#  013954 GERALD EHLERS 41137 90.00 elections
Paid Chk#  013955 GREG ELLIS 41137 375.00 pioneer day dj service

Paid Chk#  013956 INSTRUMENTAL RESEARCH, INC. 41137 360.00 past due statements
Paid Chk#  013957 JANICE KOBE 41137 153.00 elections
Paid Chk#  013958 JOE ZYWIEC 41137 208.00 corn for pioneer day
Paid Chk#  013959 MARY ANN NEWMAN 41137 162.00 elections
Paid Chk#  013960 MENARDS - COTTAGE GROVE 41137 133.02 Bailey
Paid Chk#  013961 MN STATE FIRE CHIEFS ASSOC. 41137 210.00 ingemann - conference
Paid Chk#  013962 ON SITE SANITATION 41137 342.00 pioneer days garbage
Paid Chk#  013963 OXYGEN SERVICE CO. 41137 102.98 welding supplies
Paid Chk#  013964 PASKI PASKARADEVAN 41137 90.00 elections
Paid Chk#  013965 PENNY DUFF 41137 221.64 elections
Paid Chk#  013966 RENEE HELM 41137 23.96 election food
Paid Chk#  013967 SANDRA GROCHOW 41137 153.00 elections
Paid Chk#  013968 SO. WASHINGTON CO. SCHOOLS 41137 92.15 summer rec bus to como park

Paid Chk#  013969 SOUTH SUBURBAN RENTAL, INC. 41137 1,830.85 pioneer day
Paid Chk#  013970 TIM FINLEY 41137 81.00 elections
Paid Chk#  013971 TKDA 41137 769.12 planning
Paid Chk#  013972 VALLEY LAWN AND GARDEN 41137 219.61 1360 12th ave mowing
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Paid Chk#  013973 VERIZON 41137 78.06 cards
Paid Chk#  013974 WAKOTA CAER 41137 30.00 anderson/ingemann cruise
Paid Chk#  013975 WINZER 41137 296.42 shop supplies
Paid Chk#  013976 XCEL ENERGY 41137 6,410.30 electricity

Paid Chk#  013977 SW/WC SERVICES COOPERATIVES 41137 14,526.00
Paid Chk#  013978 NEWPORT POST OFFICE 41141 285.65
Paid Chk#  013979 HIGHLAND SANITATION 41141 759.35 contract pay out
Paid Chk#  013980 Domeier, Brian 41144 6,639.44
Paid Chk#  013981 Petersen, Carol A. 41144 218.09
Paid Chk#  013982 Schute, James 41144 213.95
Paid Chk#  013983 Urbano, Cassandra C. 41144 271.81

Paid Chk#  013984 EMERGENCY AUTOMOTIVE TECH. 41144 413.61 squad set-up
Paid Chk#  013985 ING LIFE INSURANCE & ANNUITY 41144 1,024.62

Paid Chk#  013986 INSITUFORM TECHNOLOGIES USA 41144 27,979.55 I&I improvements
Paid Chk#  013987 JOHN BARTL HARDWARE 41144 197.94 park, fire maintenance

Paid Chk#  013988 LAW ENFORCEMENT LABOR SERVI 41144 270.00
Paid Chk#  013989 LEAF 41144 619.83
Paid Chk#  013990 MENARDS - COTTAGE GROVE 41144 62.14 bailey park supplies
Paid Chk#  013991 MINNESOTA BENEFIT ASSOC. 41144 61.43 neska

Paid Chk#  013992 MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF HEA 41144 1,508.00 connection fees

Paid Chk#  013993 MN CHILD SUPPORT PAYMENT CNT41144 528.60 child support
Paid Chk#  013994 ON SITE SANITATION 41144 443.54 sanitation
Paid Chk#  013995 PERA 41144 7,603.70
Paid Chk#  013996 RYCO SUPPLY COMPANY 41144 60.85 cleaning supplies
Paid Chk#  013997 SELECTACCOUNT 41144 581.00

Paid Chk#  013998 SO WASH. CO. WATERSHED DIST. 41144 356,348.94 no. ravine state aid

Paid Chk#  013999 SOUTH SUBURBAN RENTAL, INC. 41144 153.90 pioneer days lp gas
Paid Chk#  014000 STANDARD INSURANCE CO. 41144 462.35 ltd employee
Paid Chk#  014001 TOWMASTER 41144 49.64 dump truck repair

Paid Chk#  014002 WASHINGTON CTY PROPERTY REC41144 10,308.00 excess tax increment
Paid Chk#  014003 SUSAN M. SMITH 41150 50,000.00 1605 Cedar
Paid Chk#  014004 SUSAN M. SMITH 41150 25,000.00 1605 cedar

Paid Chk#  014005 WASHINGTON CNTY TAX SERVICES41150 2,676.51 1605 cedar ave



Paid Chk#  014006 NEWPORT POST OFFICE 41150 340.80
Paid Chk#  014007 ADVANCED GRAPHIX INC. 41151 34.46 decals

Paid Chk#  014008 ARAMARK REFRESHMENT SERV. 41151 98.54
Paid Chk#  014009 DIETRICH ELECTRIC, INC 41151 447.75 electrical inspections
Paid Chk#  014010 FIRST IMPRESSION GROUP 41151 1,181.59 fall newsletter

Paid Chk#  014011 GERLACH OUTDOOR POWER EQUI 41151 258.79 mower repairs

Paid Chk#  014012 INTERNATIONAL UNION OF OP. ENG41151 162.50
Paid Chk#  014013 MN NCPERS LIFE INSURANCE 41151 64.00 employee contributions
Paid Chk#  014014 VERIZON 41151 389.07 cell phones
Paid Chk#  014015 XCEL ENERGY 41151 7.43 electricity

wages 28,279.67
701,383.57
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RESOLUTION NO. 2012-24 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF NEWPORT, MINNESOTA, MAKING CERTAIN 

FINDINGS OF FACT AND DENYING THE APPLICATION OF STEPHAN LINN, BY AND ON 
BEHALF OF LINN COMPANIES, FOR AN OFF-SALE LIQUOR LICENSE AT A 

PARTICULAR LOCATION, 1594 HASTINGS AVENUE, WITHIN THE CITY OF NEWPORT. 

WHEREAS, under Minnesota Statutes Chapter 340A and the Newport City Code §§500.01 to 500.10, 
inclusive, govern the authority of the City of Newport, Minnesota, to issue, in its discretion, off-sale 
liquor licenses within the City limits; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Newport is authorized to issue up to five such licenses and has, to date, only 
deemed it to be in the public interest to issue two such licenses, now held by the Newport Liquor store, 
owned by Mai Vu, and the Red Rock Saloon, owned by John Seliga; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Stephan Linn, CEO of Linn Companies, made application for an off-sale liquor license 
to be located in a newly constructed building at 1594 Hastings Avenue within the City of Newport; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Newport Code §500.05, conducted a hearing on July 19, 2012,  at which Mr. 
Linn was permitted to present all information he wished in support of his application and “opportunity 
(was)given to any person to be heard for or against the granting of the license.” 

WHEREAS, the minutes of that hearing have been duly adopted and are incorporated herein as the 
factual basis for the Council’s consideration of this matter; and 

WHEREAS, included in the hearing were numerous comments by individuals who indicated that the 
City did not, in their opinion, need another off-sale liquor establishment; and 

WHEREAS, testimony was offered that the proposed location of the liquor license was too close to one 
of the existing license holders, Newport Liquor Store, and would pose a considerable risk of harming the 
current business within the City and possibly causing it to close; and 

WHEREAS, the City has generally found the current license holder, Mai Vu, to be a good business 
owner within the City and that no public purpose would be served to the citizens of the City in putting the 
current license holder in jeopardy by placing another liquor store nearby; and 

WHEREAS, the Applicant has the burden of persuasion, within the purview of the full discretion of the 
City, to establish that an additional liquor license is, in fact, in the interest of the City and its citizens. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE CITY OF NEWPORT ADOPTS THE 
FOLLOWING FINDINGS:  

1. That the applicant, Stephan Linn, has provided a complete application to the City. 
2. That the Applicant has been a good businessman in the City and the City finds no fault whatever 

with his personal character or his financial background. 
3. That the testimony and objections of the current license holder, Mai Vu, and other citizens within 

the City are persuasive that the proposed location for the license holder would damage the 
business of the current license holder and could quite possibly put it out of business. 

4. That a decision by the City Council that could damage the business of the current license holder, 
who has operated a satisfactory liquor store within the City for many years, is not in the best 
interest of the citizens of the City of Newport. 



5. That the Applicant failed to persuade the City Council that another liquor store within the City, 
particularly at that location, is in the interest of the citizens of the City of Newport. 

6. That the City reserves its right and discretion to consider other possible license applications for 
locations within the City that would serve newly developing locations or other areas where the 
location of such a liquor store would not have a deleterious effect on the current license holder. 

IT IS, THEREFORE RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEWPORT, 
MINNESOTA, BASED ON THE FOREGOING APPLICATION AND INFORMATION OBTAINED 
AT THE HEARING HEREIN, THAT THE AFORESAID APPLICATION IS: 

DENIED

This action was taken the 19th of July, 2012, and this Resolution formally adopted this 6th day of 
September, 2012 by the Newport City Council. 

. 

Motion by: ___________________, Seconded by: ______________________ 
     

VOTE:  Geraghty _________ 
        Ingemann _________ 

Sumner  _________ 
Gallagher _________ 
Rahm  _________  
                                

Signed: _________________________ 
 Tim Geraghty, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: _____________________________ 
     Brian Anderson, City Administrator  
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