
 
 
 

 
CITY OF NEWPORT 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
NEWPORT CITY HALL 

MARCH 3, 2016 – 5:30 P.M. 
 
MAYOR: Tim Geraghty   City Administrator:   Deb Hill          
COUNCIL:   Tom Ingemann       Supt. of Public Works:   Bruce Hanson 
                   Bill Sumner    Fire Chief:   Steven Wiley 
          Tracy Rahm   Asst. to the City Admin:  Renee Eisenbeisz 
                   Dan Lund               
  

AGENDA 
          
1.  CALL TO ORDER  
 
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3.  ROLL CALL 
 
4.  ADOPT AGENDA 
 
5. ADOPT CONSENT AGENDA – All items listed under this section are considered routine and non-

controversial by the Council and will be approved by a single motion. An item may be removed from the 
consent agenda and discussed if a Council member, staff member, or citizen so requests.  
A. Minutes of the February 18, 2016 Regular City Council Meeting  
B. List of Bills in the Amount of $67,006.31 
C. Resolution No. 2016-8 - Supporting Principles for Reform of the Metropolitan Council 
D. Resolution No. 2016-9 - Approving a Gambling Application for the South St. Paul Lions Club 

 
6. VISITORS PRESENTATIONS/PETITIONS/CORRESPONDENCE 

 
7. MAYOR’S REPORT 
 
8. COUNCIL REPORTS 

 
9. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

A. Park Board Letter of Interest  
B. Donation Request from Youth Service Bureau  

 
10. ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

 
11. WASHINGTON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE REPORT 

 
12. FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT 
 
13. ENGINEER’S REPORT  

A. Resolution No. 2016-10 - A Resolution Adopting a Facility Plan for the 2016 I-I Reduction Project 
 

14. SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS REPORT 



Agenda for 03-03-16 
 

15. NEW / OLD BUSINESS 
 

16. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Upcoming Meetings and Events: 

1. Heritage Preservation Commission Meeting March 9, 2016  5:30 p.m. 
2. Planning Commission Meeting   March 10, 2016  6:00 p.m. 
3. City Council Meeting    March 17, 2016  5:30 p.m. 
4. Park Board Meeting    March 24, 2016  6:30 p.m. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

City of Newport 
City Council Minutes 

February 18, 2016 
                 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Geraghty called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M.  
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
3.  ROLL CALL -        
Council Present – Tim Geraghty; Tom Ingemann; Bill Sumner; Tracy Rahm;  
 
Council Absent – Dan Lund 
              
Staff Present – Deb Hill, City Administrator; Matt Yokiel, Asst. Supt. of Public Works; Steve Wiley, Fire Chief; 
Renee Eisenbeisz, Assistant to the City Administrator; Fritz Knaak, City Attorney; Larry Osterman, Sergeant; Jon 
Herdegen, City Engineer; Sherri Buss, TKDA Planner 
 
Staff Absent – Bruce Hanson, Supt. of Public Works; 
                                 
4.  ADOPT AGENDA 
 
Mayor Geraghty - We have a liability coverage waiver form to add to the consent agenda. We do that every here.  
 
Motion by Rahm, seconded by Ingemann, to adopt the Agenda as amended.  With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, 
the motion carried. 
 
5.  ADOPT CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Rahm, to approve the Consent Agenda as amended, which includes the 
following items: 

A. Minutes of the February 4, 2016 Regular City Council Meeting  
B. Minutes of the February 4, 2016 City Council Workshop Meeting 
C. List of Bills in the Amount of $86,459.70 
D. Resolution No. 2016-4 - Accepting Donations for the Period of January 15 - February 10, 2016 
E. Resolution No. 2016-5 - Supporting Proposed Special Legislation for a Redevelopment Tax Increment 

Financing District in the City of Newport by the Washington County Housing and Redevelopment 
Authority 

F. Gambling Permit 
G. Liability Coverage Waiver Form (see attached) 

With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried. 
 
6.  VISITORS PRESENTATIONS/PETITIONS/CORRESPONDENCE  
A. South Washington Watershed District Update 
Matt Moore, Administrator of the South Washington Watershed District, was present to provide updates on 
several activities for 2015 and 2016. Some of the accomplishments of the Watershed for 2015 are: the second 
phase of the overflow project was completed and work has begun on phases three through four; helped Public 
Works  

5.A
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with the MS4 permit and inspections; assisted in inspecting the Gerdau system; continue to provide legal 
assistance for the acquisition of properties on the levee; helped Public Works with the vegetation at the North 
Ravine project. There is also a cost share program for residents if they wish to do something on their property. For 
2016, the Watershed will continue to work with Public Works on the North Ravine vegetation and will hopefully 
do some sub-watershed assessments.  
 
Councilman Sumner - Can you talk about the projects for homeowners? 
 
Mr. Moore - Typically, they are rain gardens and we have a staff member that can help residents design 
something. Residents can get information on our website or give us a call. It's $5,000 per pound of phosphorous.  
 
Councilman Sumner - Every summer someone mows the vegetation at the North Ravine project, is that you? 
 
Mr. Moore - You had a contract for someone to do that. We've been trying to get the clover cut back so that the 
natives can grow and get exposed. We might be looking at a burn in the next couple years too.  
 
Councilman Sumner - Do you see the natives coming in? 
 
Mr. Moore - Yes, they are there. We're hoping this work will get them exposed.  
 
Eric Myers, Government Affairs Director, St. Paul Area Association of Realtors - I believe you received my 
letter in regards to our concerns with the City's point of sale ordinance. Fundamentally, we're opposed to point of 
sale ordinances because they interfere with private property rights and it's not an affective policy tool due to the 
fact that there are only 9 to 10 homes turning over at any given time in the City. All nine properties up for sale 
now, none of them would be impacted anyways. We have three concerns with your ordinance, one of them being 
weather and what our members should be advising clients during the time of the year where they can't lay 
concrete or asphalt. We were unaware of the ordinance and left with the question of what we are supposed to tell 
the seller during the winter.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - Escrow the funds to do the driveway. 
 
Mr. Myers - The ordinance doesn't provide language allowing that. If we're left to assume an escrow or letter of 
intent would be allowed, we don't know and we need to advise our members on what they need to do. Thirdly, the 
penalties section seems unreasonable to us. I'd hate to see grandma sell her home and face up to 90 days in jail. 
Just a couple concerns there. Anything you can do to help us, I would be happy to be a liaison. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Do the realtors do any due diligence to find out ordinances? 
 
Mr. Myers - Yes, we have a list on our website and haven't seen a similar ordinance in the past. If this ordinance 
stays, we would be recording it and letting people know. I would be in position to let everyone know about the 
change. Short of telling everyone about it, we still have a number of questions. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - If you have questions, you can call and ask us for an interpretation. 
 
Mr. Myers - So is an escrow allowed? If there's any guidance you can provide to us, I'd be happy to distribute 
that information but this ordinance doesn't give us a lot of answers. 
 
Councilman Rahm - I wonder if we should put in some clarifying language. 
 
Attorney Knaak - There's nothing unusual about this ordinance, it was passed a long time ago and has been 
effective. This is the way you get compliance. You don't want sand going into the streets. This is the ordinance on 
the books and it's actually working. You get someone who sells a house and doesn't do this for whatever reason 
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and thinks it's unfair when they're informed of it. I don't think there was any opposition when the Council 
approved it.  
 
Councilman Ingemann - Can we put in language about the escrow? 
 
Attorney Knaak - I think it's assumed and on the responsibility of the seller. The requirement couldn't be clearer. 
If I got that call, I'd give that advice. 
 
Mr. Myers - So the answer on what to do if we sell in the winter is what? 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Escrow the funds. 
 
Mr. Myers - Would a letter of intent work? From our standpoint, the ordinance doesn't provide language for any 
of that. 
 
Attorney Knaak - I would say not. 
 
Mr. Myers - From our standpoint, we're left questioning what needs to be done and I hesitate to tell them to 
contact the City on a case by case basis. We haven't experienced this in any other community and it wasn't on our 
radar at all and is creating some issues. 
 
Attorney Knaak - It isn't a rarity and outlier. There's a reason why communities require paved driveways. If you 
or your members want to write a letter, I'd be happy to respond and lay out the City's legal position. 
 
Mr. Myers - It'd be great to have something to advise them with.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - They should escrow. 
 
Attorney Knaak - In the 30 odd years I've been practicing real estate law, I've never seen a title company 
reluctant to escrow funds. I expect where your members are getting some heartburn is that it can be a significant 
amount of money to ensure the law is complied with. The answer that any title agency would give you is that we'll 
escrow the funds.  
 
Mr. Myers - How much should be escrowed? Shouldn't that be determined by the City? 
 
Attorney Knaak - No, that should be on the title agency to ensure they get enough. Why should the City be in the 
business of regulating escrows. 
 
Mr. Myers - Why should they be in the business of regulating driveways? 
 
Attorney Knaak - For many reasons, they don't like sand on the streets. This is the type of stuff that ends up in 
storm sewers.  
 
Mr. Myers - I need to give information to my members. These aren't brand new members and looked to me 
asking what they're supposed to do. The ordinance doesn't provide any answers. There's some technical specs but 
if I was a resident, I would be concerned about this ordinance because I wouldn't know when I have to sell so I 
wouldn't know how to pour a driveway in December. 
 
Attorney Knaak - I'll send a letter.  
 
7.  MAYOR’S REPORT – Nothing to report. 
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8.  COUNCIL REPORTS –  
 
Councilman Rahm - I attended a South Washington County Telecommunications meeting where the Board 
approved an agreement with Century Link. This agreement is one of the first of its kind in MN. Century Link has 
been approved to start building and marketing immediately. This agreement includes requirements to build at the 
same percentage rate in all member communities. I think this will spur competition. 
 
Councilman Sumner - So they have to build in Newport? 
 
Councilman Rahm - Yes at the same percentage rate that they do in Woodbury or Cottage Grove. They're 
starting to do fiber optic.  
 
Councilman Sumner - So this is adding a new company? 
 
Councilman Rahm - Yes. 
 
Councilman Sumner - When will they begin? 
 
Councilman Rahm - They've been approved to begin immediately. 
 
Councilman Sumner - Do we need to approve them coming in to lay that cable? 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Have they put any of the fiber in yet? 
 
Councilman Rahm - I think they already have some.  
 
Councilman Ingemann - I was at the Planning Commission meeting last week and we talked about horses and 
what's coming up shortly. Gas is $0.10 cheaper across the river. 
 
Councilman Sumner - I wanted to remind people about the housing program at the New Brighton Community 
Center next Thursday. There's contact info, I plan to go.  
 
9. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT –  
A. Resolution No. 2016-6 - Approving a Conditional Use Permit and Variance for 910 Hastings Avenue 
 
Sherri Buss, TKDA Planner, presented on this item as outlined in the February 18, 2016 City Council packet. 
 
Councilman Rahm - How many trucks? 
 
Ms. Buss - Between 400 and 1200 per day and up to 10% of that could be trucks? 
 
Councilman Rahm - And what are the hours? 
 
Ms. Buss - They're asking for 24 hours per day. Do you have a sense of specific hours? 
 
Daniel Madrigal, Scannell Development - We would request 24 hours per day but the majority of our tenants 
run during that day. It's just to have that flexibility if they want after hours. We're working with a couple potential 
tenants. We agree that going to the south is the most logical, we just don't want to be held to only going that way.  
 
Councilman Ingemann - The berm was put there for the golf driving range and can be taken down. 
 
Ms. Buss - The County asked about that and just want to see the final plans. 
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Mayor Geraghty - Will the trucks have backup beepers? Would that be an issue for residents? 
 
Mr. Madrigral - The likelihood is that it wouldn't be because we wouldn't be running in the evenings. We'd have 
the trucks facing east. I don't anticipate it being an issue.  
 
Councilman Ingemann - The residents are to the north of the buildings.  
 
Councilman Rahm - We've talked about that before and it's unclear to me if there's always going to be beepers.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - It's just a concern. How soon will you break ground? 
 
Mr. Madrigal - At this point, it could go either way. The likelihood of breaking ground in June is high but we 
have other projects going on as well.  
 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Rahm to approve Resolution No. 2016-6 as presented. With 4 Ayes, 0 
Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried. 
 
B. Data Practices Policy Amendment 
 
Asst. to the City Admin. Eisenbeisz presented on this item as outlined in the February 18, 2016 City Council 
packet. 
 
Councilman Sumner - The only question I have is on the juvenile records. It says that language was added to 
notify juveniles that they can request that access be denied to their parents. Is that state law? 
 
Attorney Knaak - Yes and you are just informing the public of the law. 
 
Councilman Sumner - Kids of any age? 
 
Attorney Knaak - Yes. 
 
Councilman Sumner - So a 13 year old that's truant could have that information withheld? 
 
Attorney Knaak - Yes.  
 
Asst. to the City Admin. Eisenbeisz - The policy does state: "In determining the best interest of the juvenile, the 
Responsible Authority or Designee will consider: Whether the juvenile is of sufficient age and maturity to explain 
the reasons and understand the consequences; Whether denying access may protect the juvenile from physical or 
emotional harm; Whether there is reasonable grounds to support the juvenile’s reasons." I would consult with the 
Attorney on any juvenile data.  
 
Councilman Ingemann - I have a feeling the parents would know about it.  
 
Attorney Knaak - This took a lot of work and staff did an excellent job.  
 
Councilman Rahm - Do we think it's clear on what's private or public data? I still sometimes in my head have to 
ask the attorney. Our policies have been trying to make things more transparent but that may lead to more 
questions and requests but I want to make sure we're balancing that.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - Renee, do you think it's pretty clear? 
 
Asst. to the City Admin. Eisenbeisz - Yes and I would always consult with Attorney Knaak if I had a question. 
We don't get many requests for private data. 
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Councilman Sumner - Does this mesh with data that you'll release from the Sheriff's Office? 
 
Asst. to the City Admin. Eisenbeisz - They have to go through Washington County to get that information. 
 
Attorney Knaak - My guess is that the County's policy would be virtually identical.  
 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Geraghty, to approve the Data Practices Policy Amendment. With 4 
Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried. 
 
C. Lawful Gambling Items 
 
Asst. to the City Admin. Eisenbeisz presented on this item as outlined in the February 18, 2016 City Council 
packet. 
 
Councilman Ingemann - On the Section 450.02, Subd. 1, item B, where it says "one-third of the organization's 
members reside in the City" I think that's way too high. I don't think we have one-third of the Lions in Newport 
much less the Cottage Grove Athletic Association. I'd like to see that drop down to one-fifth or one-tenth. Our 
kids play in Cottage Grove but our people don't belong to that association. I'd like to see that eliminated or 
dropped down to a reasonable number.  
 
Councilman Sumner - Do we have to put a number? 
 
Mayor Geraghty - We don't want anyone coming. 
 
Attorney Knaak - This is for your discussion. These were options that were discussed at the workshop and we 
can adjust that as you see fit.  
 
Councilman Ingemann - I think they should have at least one member from Newport. 
 
Councilman Sumner - Does the Athletic Association have a member from Newport? 
 
Councilman Ingemann - I don't believe so.  
 
Councilman Sumner - So we would need to say "or Council approval." 
 
Attorney Knaak - Another alternative would be changing it to "one-third must reside within the trade area." This 
language was designed to make sure you don't have organizations that are completely foreign to the area. The 
trade area is defined as the City and adjoining cities.  
 
Councilman Ingemann - Our kids play in the Cottage Grove and Woodbury associations. We used to have one 
and they're trying to get it back up and running.  
 
Attorney Knaak - You could say "one-third of the organization's members reside in the City of Newport or the 
immediate trade area." 
 
Mayor Geraghty - That would work. 
 
Councilman Ingemann - And then there's a change on the second page. 
 
Attorney Knaak - I have to tip my hat to Councilman Ingemann for catching this typo. Section 450.04, Subd. 1, 
should reference 349.166. 
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Councilman Rahm - On page 2, item H, it says "Expenditures for police, fire, and other emergency or public 
safety-related services, equipment, and training. NOT ALLOWED: Contribution to pension or retirement funds. - 
Specifically, training and equipment for the Fire Department." Why is that since it says that they are allowed. It 
seems they contradict each other. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - You can't put it into the pension fund.  
 
Councilman Rahm - But it says "specifically, training and equipment." It seems redundant.  
 
Asst. to the City Admin. Eisenbeisz - That's what we were recommending. Sorry if it's confusing.  
 
Councilman Sumner - Then I will argue on the distribution to Friends in Need. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Let's do the ordinance first.  
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Ingemann, to approve Ordinance No. 2016-3 as amended. With 4 Ayes, 0 
Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried. 
 
Councilman Sumner - This is where we have $200 towards the Friends in Need Food Shelf? 
 
Asst. to the City Admin. Eisenbeisz - We haven't put a specific amount on the resolution yet, that's what you'll 
need to discuss. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Remind me again what type of money we're talking about? 
 
Councilman Ingemann - Over the last couple years, it's been $70,000. 
 
Asst. to the City Admin. Eisenbeisz - That's for the 25%, the 10% has been about $20,000 for the last four years. 
 
Councilman Rahm - Maybe we should have higher percentage for the summer rec. 
 
Councilman Ingemann - I did the percentages, the Summer Rec Staff have gotten 16.2%, Summer Rec Supplies 
got 2.2%, NAA got 14.2%, Fire Training got 50%, Library supplies got 0.05% and Friends in Need got 1.1%. I 
think you could add Stone Soup to that as well.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - I'd like to see 50% go towards the youth programs. 
 
Councilman Ingemann - That would be the NAA, Summer Rec Staff, Supplies, and Library Supplies? I think 
they're getting that now. 
 
Admin. Hill - The NAA has one member right now. They have about $9,000 in the bank right now and are 
struggling to get members.  
 
Councilman Rahm - What about the Fire Department? I think that's a high item.  
 
Councilman Ingemann - This is money that you can't guarantee. 
 
Asst. to the City Admin. Eisenbeisz - It's varied monthly. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Should we do 10% for the Friends in Need Food Shelf and Stone Soup? 
 
Councilman Rahm - Yes. I think the NAA should get 10% as well. 
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Mayor Geraghty - Do we really have to get down to this level? 
 
Attorney Knaak - I think the more guidance you give the better. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - So 10% for the Friends in Need Food Shelf and Stone Soup, 10% towards the Athletic 
Association, you want to do 20% towards the Fire Department? 
 
Councilman Ingemann - No, I want to do 50%. This money has bought a lot of equipment for the City. It would 
come out of the budget if we didn't get it.  
 
Councilman Sumner - The whole City benefits from the Fire Department. 
 
Councilman Rahm - Should we do 15% for the other two and 50% for the Fire? 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Yes.  
 
Asst. to the City Admin. Eisenbeisz - So: 10% to the Friends in Need Food Shelf and Stone Soup, 15% to the 
Summer Rec wages and supplies, 10% to the NAA, 15% to the Library and Community Center youth programs, 
and 50% to the Fire Department training and equipment? 
 
Councilman Rahm - Yes.  
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Ingemann to approve Resolution No. 2016-7 as amended. With 4 Ayes, 0 
Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried. 
 
Admin. Hill - Just one more item, at the last strategic planning session, the Council directed Bruce to look at the 
update of City Hall and opportunities. We've had a couple meetings with Chief Wiley and will be looking at that 
building too so the Council will have a clear picture of the state of our buildings. They'll be meeting next week.  
  
10. ATTORNEY’S REPORT -  
 
Attorney Knaak - You've been getting our prosecution reports. One quick note on the Maxwell property, we've 
received confirmation that they are in agreement with our assessment of the property. I'm anticipating that we'll 
have an agreement in a couple weeks and quite possibly a deed. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Then we can talk to the Department of Transportation to negotiate payment? 
 
Attorney Knaak - Yes. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Could we have it up for sale this spring? 
 
Attorney Knaak - I'll take that as a directive.  
 
11. WASHINGTON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE REPORT - Nothing to report. 
 
12. FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT – Nothing to report. 
 
13. ENGINEER'S REPORT -  
A. 2016 Street and Utilities Improvement 
 
Luke Jones, MSA Engineer, presented on this item as outlined in the February 18, 2016 City Council packet.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - Would this be submitted to the Met Council? 
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Engineer Jones - No.  
 
Councilman Sumner - This is just a change to our projects? 
 
Engineer Jones - Yes, we'll look at different ways to do this for the Raceway to Fun site and old Public Works 
site.  
 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Sumner, to direct staff to revise the existing CIP and 2013-2015 Street 
Improvements Projects Feasibility Study. With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried. 
 
B. Facility Plan 
 
Luke Jones, MSA Engineer, presented on this item as outlined in the February 18, 2016 City Council packet.  
 
Admin. Hill - Councilman Lund sent an email and said that the report was very well done. 
 
Councilman Sumner - This gives us the option of having as big a project as possible and go down from there. 
 
Engineer Jones - Yes. 
 
Motion by Sumner, seconded by Ingemann, to approve the Facility Plan as presented. With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 
1 Absent, the motion carried. 
 
14. SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS REPORT -  
 
Asst. Supt. Yokiel - We did the deer survey this past week and counted 40 deer within City limits.  
 
Admin. Hill - That was the same count as last time. The DNR uses a multiplier so 40 actually means 52. They've 
measured and we have 18 deer too many.  
 
Councilman Sumner - This was done on a chopper? 
 
Asst. Supt. Yokiel - Yes. The rinks will also be closed this weekend due to the weather.  
 
Councilman Sumner - How many weeks did we get? 
 
Councilman Rahm - About 4 weeks. 
 
Councilman Sumner - Were they well used? 
 
Asst. Supt. Yokiel - It seems like it.  

 
15. NEW/OLD BUSINESS  
 
Councilman Ingemann - This thing from Dakota County and Scott County, I'd like to put it in the next packet. 
It's about the Met Council being an unit that taxes without representation because everything is appointed. It 
seems that only a couple counties benefit. I think we should be included saying that it should be by election, not 
appointment.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - Do they have a resolution template? 
 
Councilman Ingemann - I believe so.  
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Mayor Geraghty - I think they wanted it on March 8th. We can do something for our first meeting? 
 
Councilman Rahm - Could we also discuss the deer hunt in the future? I got some comments about the number 
of times we closed our parks last year. They thought four was extensive.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - We can talk about it. We're not making much headway. 
 
Councilman Rahm - People were concerned because the parks were closed.  
 
16.  ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Ingemann, to adjourn the regular Council Meeting at 6:42 P.M. With 4 
Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried. 
 
 
           Signed: _____________________________ 
                       Tim Geraghty, Mayor 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Renee Eisenbeisz 
Assistant to the City Administrator 





Recurring
Paid Chk#  000592E FEDERAL TAXES 2/18/2016 $0.00 SS, Federal & Medicare
Paid Chk#  000593E MN REVENUE 2/18/2016 $0.00 State taxes
Paid Chk#  000594E MSRS 2/18/2016 $0.00 HCSP & Vol. Ret.
Paid Chk#  000595E SELECTACCOUNT 2/18/2016 $0.00 HSPA
Paid Chk#  000596E FEDERAL TAXES 2/18/2016 $6,364.44 SS, Federal, and Medicare
Paid Chk#  000597E MSRS 2/18/2016 $3,172.65 HCSP & Vol. Ret.
Paid Chk#  000598E MN REVENUE 2/18/2016 $986.02 State taxes
Paid Chk#  000599E SELECTACCOUNT 2/18/2016 $692.07 HSPA
Paid Chk#  000600E SELECTACCOUNT 2/18/2016 $42.20 Monthly participant fees
Paid Chk#  018345 DONALD MALEWITZ 2/18/2016 $100.00 Clothes washer rebate-water co
Paid Chk#  018346 PERA 2/18/2016 $3,737.81 Retirement
Paid Chk#  018347 UNUM 2/18/2016 $266.68 Long-term and life insurance

Staff $16,515.15
Non-recurring
Paid Chk#  018348 XCEL ENERGY 2/18/2016 $9,840.67 Natural gas and electricity
Paid Chk#  018350 ADVANCED GRAPHIX INC. 3/3/2016 $56.70 Decals
Paid Chk#  018351 ATOMIC DATA, LLC 3/3/2016 $1,480.00 Additional IT support
Paid Chk#  018352 COTTAGE GROVE AREA CHAMBER 3/3/2016 $595.00 Annual dues
Paid Chk#  018353 DIETRICH ELECTRIC, INC 3/3/2016 $499.13 Electrical inspections
Paid Chk#  018354 FIRST IMPRESSION GROUP 3/3/2016 $820.00 Spring Newsletter
Paid Chk#  018355 FIRSTLAB 3/3/2016 $250.00 Annual fee
Paid Chk#  018356 GERLACH OUTDOOR POWER EQUIP. 3/3/2016 $53.94 Saw repair
Paid Chk#  018357 GLOBE PRINTING & OFFICE SUPPLY 3/3/2016 $148.00 Electrical labels
Paid Chk#  018358 GRAINGER PARTS 3/3/2016 $101.13 Exit sign
Paid Chk#  018359 INTERSOURCE, INC 3/3/2016 $343.19 Carpet for file room
Paid Chk#  018360 J & B EQUIPMENT COMPANY 3/3/2016 $200.00 Inspections
Paid Chk#  018361 KENNEDY & GRAVEN, CHARTERED 3/3/2016 $585.48 Legal fees
Paid Chk#  018362 BROOKE KOLODZIEJ 3/3/2016 $100.00 Best overall photo
Paid Chk#  018363 LEAF 3/3/2016 $580.49 Printer and copier
Paid Chk#  018364 MES 3/3/2016 $114.58 Repair kit
Paid Chk#  018365 MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 3/3/2016 $1,508.00 Water Supply service connectio
Paid Chk#  018366 MINUTEMAN PRESS 3/3/2016 $85.00 Business cards
Paid Chk#  018367 MN FIRE SERVICE CERT. BOARD 3/3/2016 $80.00 Certification
Paid Chk#  018368 MN HELICOPTERS INC 3/3/2016 $568.75 Deer count
Paid Chk#  018369 MSA PROFESSIONAL SERVICES, INC 3/3/2016 $8,329.38 City engineering
Paid Chk#  018370 NORTHERN SAFETY TECH. INC. 3/3/2016 $899.46 Lights for vehicle
Paid Chk#  018371 NORTHLAND TRUST SERVICES, INC 3/3/2016 $1,410.00 2010A G.O. Bond interest
Paid Chk#  018372 SHRED RIGHT 3/3/2016 $68.70 Shredding documents
Paid Chk#  018373 CITY OF SOUTH SAINT PAUL 3/3/2016 $2,675.48 Trailway maintenance
Paid Chk#  018374 SOUTH SUBURBAN RENTAL, INC. 3/3/2016 $32.40 Putting carpet in city hall st
Paid Chk#  018375 STAR TRIBUNE 3/3/2016 $324.48 Newspaper subscription
Paid Chk#  018376 UNIFORMS UNLIMITED, INC. 3/3/2016 $279.95 Police uniforms
Paid Chk#  018377 WASHINGTON CTY PROPERTY RECORD 3/3/2016 $600.00 Automark maintenance
Paid Chk#  018378 WASHINGTON CTY SHERIFF 3/3/2016 $1,833.00 Dispose of meth drum
Paid Chk#  018379 WATER CONSERVATION SERVICE 3/3/2016 $274.73 Leak locate
Paid Chk#  018380 WINZER 3/3/2016 $391.65 Shop supplies

$67,006.31

5.B
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RESOLUTION NO. 2016-8 
 

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING PRINCIPLES FOR REFORM OF THE METROPOLITAN COUNCIL 
 
WHEREAS, regional planning and local government cooperation is vital to the continued success of the 
Minneapolis-St. Paul Metropolitan Area; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Council is, by statute, the regional planning agency for the Minneapolis-St. Paul 
Metropolitan Area, with broad authority, including the ability to levy taxes, charge fees and set regional policy; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, cities and counties are the entities most directly affected by policies and financial decisions of the 
Metropolitan Council, making them the primary constituents of the Metropolitan Council; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Council’s scope of authority and involvement in regional issues has expanded 
significantly over the years; and  
 
WHEREAS, a governmental entity, particularly one with taxing authority, to be effective, must be credible, and 
responsive and accountable to those it represents; and  
 
WHEREAS, the appointment of Metropolitan Council members resides solely with the Governor, effectively 
making the Governor the primary constituent of the Metropolitan Council; and 
 
WHEREAS, many cities and counties believe that the Metropolitan Council lacks accountability and 
responsiveness to them as direct constituents; and  
 
WHEREAS, many cities and counties believe that the authority to impose taxes and set regional policy should be 
the responsibility of local government elected officials; and  
 
WHEREAS, reform is necessary to ensure that the Metropolitan Council is an effective, responsive, and 
accountable partner for regional development and progress.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Metropolitan Council, due to its taxing and policy 
authority, should be accountable to a regional constituency of those impacted by its decisions; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Metropolitan Council should not operate as a state agency answerable 
to only one person, the Governor, as it does in its current form; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the City Council of the City of Newport supports reform of the 
Metropolitan Council that adheres to the following principles:  

 
A. A majority of the members of the Metropolitan Council shall be elected officials, appointed from cities 

and counties within the region;  
B. Metropolitan cities shall directly control the appointment process for city representatives to the 

Metropolitan Council;  
C. Metropolitan counties shall directly appoint their own representatives to the Metropolitan Council;  
D. The terms of office for any Metropolitan Council members appointed by the Governor shall be staggered 

and not coterminous with the Governor;  
E. Membership on the Metropolitan Council shall include representation from every metropolitan county 

government;  
F. The Metropolitan Council shall represent the entire region, therefore voting shall be structured based on 

population and incorporate a system of checks and balances. 
 

5.C
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Adopted by this council this 3rd day of March, 2016 by the Newport City Council. 
 
Motion by: ___________________, Seconded by: ______________________ 
     

VOTE:  Geraghty _________ 
      Ingemann _________ 

Sumner  _________ 
Rahm  _________ 
Lund  _________                               

   
Signed: _________________________ 

                  Tim Geraghty, Mayor 
ATTEST: _____________________________ 
      Deb Hill, City Administrator      
 
 



 

 

 

February 8, 2016 
 
 
 
Dear Manager/Administrator/Clerk, 
 
We are part of a coalition of County and City leaders from the suburban metropolitan area 
who have become increasingly concerned with a lack of accountability from the 
Metropolitan Council, especially as its scope of authority and involvement in regional 
issues continue to expand. It is our belief that an updated Metropolitan Council 
governance structure, one that makes the Council accountable to the regional 
constituency of those impacted by its decisions, would benefit this region greatly. We seek 
your support for the attached principles for reform that would increase local participation 
and collaboration to help guide orderly growth and economic development in our region.  
 
We ask that you adopt the attached resolution calling for substantive change to the 
Council. 
 
Structure Limits Local Representation 
Metropolitan Council members are non-elected individuals answerable only to the 
Governor, an office that has often been elected without majority support from 
metropolitan-area voters. We believe the Council, which has the ability to levy taxes on 
metropolitan-area residents, should be answerable to the citizens and taxpayers of the 
area it represents rather than a single officeholder and should feature strong county 
representation and representation from other local elected officials. This call for reform 
echoes the 2011 conclusion of the nonpartisan Office of the Legislative Auditor. In the 
evaluation report Governance of Transit in the Twin Cities Region, Legislative Auditor 
Nobles recommended a Council with a mix of gubernatorial appointees and elected 
officials from the region. 
 
Substantial Changes In Role of Council Since 1967 
The Metropolitan Council was established in 1967 to provide regional planning services for 
the Twin Cities area. However, at the same time the Council’s management of growth, in 
particular its coordination of regional services, has changed dramatically. The Council’s 
scope has increased, but not its level of accountability to the local governments and 
citizens of the metropolitan area. Many citizens and local government officials feel 
disconnected from the present Metropolitan Council, undermining its credibility and 
preventing it from functioning as an effective regional governance body.  
 
In closing, we hope you will join us in our call for reform by adopting the attached 
resolution with principles to strengthen regional planning and development. We welcome 
the opportunity to meet with you and your colleagues to present this and discuss further. 
Please contact Claire Pritchard at 651.438.4540 (or at Claire.Pritchard@co.dakota.mn.us) 
for more information or to schedule a presentation by an elected official to your Council or 
Board. We look forward to working with you in this effort to unite the region for continued 
growth and prosperity. 

 

County Administration 
 

Dakota County 
Administration Center 

1590 Highway 55 
Hastings, MN 55033 

 
651.438.4528 

Fax 651.438.4405 
www.dakotacounty.us 

 

 

http://www.auditor.leg.state.mn.us/PED/2011/transit.htm
http://www.dakotacounty.us/


 

 

 

Please make every effort to return the adopted resolution to Claire.Pritchard@co.dakota.mn.us by 
Tuesday, March 8, or as early as possible given your approval process. 

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Rhonda Sivarajah 
Anoka County Board of Commissioners 

 
 
 
 
Matt Look 
Anoka County Board of Commissioners 

 
 
 
 
Scott Schulte 
Anoka County Board of Commissioners 

 
 
 
 
Brian Kirkham 
Bethel City Council 

 
 
 
 
Randy Maluchnik  
Carver County Board of Commissioners 

 
 
 
 
Tom Workman 
Carver County Board of Commissioners  

 
 
 
 
Denny Laufenburger 
Mayor, City of Chanhassen 

 
 
 
 
Nancy Schouweiler 
Dakota County Board of Commissioners 

 
 
 
 
Liz Workman 
Dakota County Board of Commissioners 

 
 
 
 
Chris Gerlach 
Dakota County Board of Commissioners 

 
 
 
 
Mike Franklin 
Jordan City Council 

 
 
 
 
Mike Beard 
Scott County Board of Commissioners 

 
 
 
 
                                                         Jon Ulrich 
                                   Scott County Board of Commissioners 
 
 
Enclosures: 3 



 

 

Metropolitan Governance Reform 

Twin Cities’ Local Government Coalition 

-Statement of Objectives- 
 

  A coalition of local governments throughout the metropolitan area has joined together to 
develop a position statement and a set of principles for improving metropolitan governance 
in the Twin Cities.  
 
The Coalition supports the need for regional planning, collaboration and coordination, but 
seeks to expand local government representation on the Metropolitan Council. 

The Coalition’s objectives for its collective effort to improved governance are: 
 

1. To articulate a  vision of responsive and effective metropolitan governance—as 
represented by a Statement of Belief and Principles for Reform of the Metropolitan 
Council 

2. To align local government interests behind a reform effort—through formation of a 
broad coalition of metropolitan Cities and Counties —and a common position. 

3. To be prepared for any efforts—legislative and otherwise—to reform the 
governance structure and functioning of the Metropolitan Council. 

Attached is the Coalition’s Statement of Belief and Principles for Reform. 
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Twin Cities’ Local Government Coalition  

 Principles for Metropolitan Council Reform  
 

The following principles were developed by a coalition of cities and counties in the metropolitan area, a 

coalition created to advocate for reform of the Metropolitan Council. The group believes that an effective 

Metropolitan Council should reflect the following principles, which were developed based on the group’s 

core Statement of Belief (printed below). 

 

STATEMENT OF BELIEF:  

The Metropolitan Council, due to its taxing and policy authority, should be accountable to a regional 
constituency of those impacted by its decisions. It should not operate as a state agency—as it does in 
its current form—answerable to only one person, the Governor.  

 

 

Principles for Metropolitan Council Reform:  
 

 
I. A majority of the members of the Metropolitan Council shall be elected officials, appointed 

from cities and counties within the region. 

II. Metropolitan cities shall directly control the appointment process for city representatives to 
the Metropolitan Council.  
 

III. Metropolitan counties shall directly appoint their own representatives to the Metropolitan 
Council. 
 

IV. The terms of office for any Metropolitan Council members appointed by the Governor shall 
be staggered and not coterminous with the Governor.  

 
V. Membership on the Metropolitan Council shall include representation from every 

metropolitan county government. 
 

VI. The Metropolitan Council shall represent the entire region, therefore voting shall be 
structured based on population and incorporate a system of checks and balances. 
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Background and Justification of Position 

The Metropolitan Council was created to provide for the orderly and economic development of the Twin 

Cities metropolitan area. It has the responsibility and authority to guide the region’s growth and to 

provide important regional services. The Counties of Anoka, Carver, Dakota, and Scott support the 

concept of a regional approach, and have no wish to abolish the Council or diminish the importance of 

regional collaboration. 

However, the Council’s management of growth, and in particular the coordination and delivery of 

regional services has changed dramatically. At the same time, the role of counties has evolved. 

Increasingly, Counties have undertaken direct provision of regional services including: hazardous and 

solid waste management, transit funding and transitway development, regional parks, regional 

highways, water resources planning and watershed management, greenway and bikeway development, 

farmland and open space preservation, the regional library system, fiber communications networks, and 

the 800 MHz radio network.  

The Council’s recent focus on reducing poverty and disparities makes it even more essential that within 

the governance structure there is understanding and improved coordination with county programs---

which exclusively provide economic assistance, social services, workforce development/employment, 

counseling, public health, nutrition and family “home visiting” services, workforce and specialized 

housing programs and many other anti-poverty and human services. In these and many other 

circumstances, the State, Metropolitan Council and city governments have all looked to counties to 

provide both the financial and political leadership needed to address key regional issues. 

Thus, while a strong regional approach is necessary for many issues, it is necessary for the regional 

governing body to feature strong county representation, as well as representation from other local 

elected officials. Currently, the members of the Council are non-elected individuals answerable only to 

the Governor, an office that has often been elected without majority support from metropolitan-area 

voters. The Council, which has the ability to levy taxes on metropolitan-area residents, should be 

answerable to the citizens and taxpayers of the area it represents rather than a single officeholder. 

The best way to ensure that the interests of citizens of the metropolitan-area are represented is to 

have a preponderance of locally elected officials on the Council--individuals that do not serve 

exclusively at the pleasure of the Governor. This will have the added benefit of allowing the Council to 

meet federal guidelines to serve as the region’s Metropolitan Planning Organization, a move encouraged 

by Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and Federal Highway Administration (FHA) to make the Council 

“more directly accountable to its public1.” 

Regional governance is vital to the metropolitan area’s continued success. However, in order for a 

regional body to be effective it must be credible, meaning that regional citizens must feel that the body 

effectively represents their goals and values. Citizens currently feel disconnected from the Metropolitan 

Council, preventing it from functioning as an effective regional governance body. The coalition of 

suburban counties is working to join the Metropolitan Council with the people it represents, so the 

region as a whole can unite for continued growth and prosperity. 

                                                             
1 Letter from representatives of FTA and FHA to Ann R. Goering of Ratwik, Roszak, & Maloney, P.A., Aug. 3 2015 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS: METROPOLITAN COUNCIL REFORM PRINCIPLES 
 

1) Why now? 

Reform of the Metropolitan Council has been an issue on the minds of many local governments 

for many years. However, political realities have created obstacles that thwarted many previous 

attempts at reform. 

The release of ThriveMSP2040 reinvigorated the drive for reform in many cities and counties 

who were unhappy with aspects of the plan. However, our call for change is not a reaction to 

the specifics of the plan, or to how it allocates resources. Instead, the experience drove home 

what little incentive the Council has to take into account the opinions of local governments. 

Councilmembers do not answer to the local constituency, but rather to a constituency of one: 

the Governor. We realized this was the core problem, and the release of Thrive2040 was the 

catalyst that renewed our efforts to build a coalition for governance reform.  

2) Who makes up the coalition? 

The coalition originated with officials from Anoka, Carver, Dakota, and Scott Counties, who 

share a collective opinion that the Metropolitan Council must be more accountable to the 

regional constituency. They made the decision to develop principles for reform, and, knowing it 

was important to have the perspective of cities represented as well, invited certain city officials 

with interest in reform to join the group. The city officials (listed in Attachment A) represent 

themselves alone, and do not necessarily represent the views of their entire councils. Together 

this group developed a mutually-agreed-upon set of principles for reform. 

3) You’re asking cities to adopt these principles, knowing that they go against the position of 

Metro Cities. Doesn’t this undermine the work of the Metro Cities organization? 

 

We believe that Metro Cities plays a vital role in advocating for city interests, and we did invite 

them to play a part in the development of the shared principles. However, they ultimately 

decided to withdraw from the group due the incompatibility of our positions. We had hoped to 

work together toward reform, and we hope to work together in the future if the position of the 

organization changes.  
 

However, in the meantime we are aware of many cities with positions on Metropolitan Council 

reform that contradict the official Metro Cities position, and we believe that those cities should 

have their voices heard in the Legislature.  
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4) What are the next steps? 

 

These draft principles have been distributed to every city and county in the metropolitan area, 

and we hope to have as many as possible adopt these principles. We are happy to discuss the 

principles, along with our reasons for wanting reform, with any Board or Council in the area. 

 

During the Legislative Session we will present these adopted resolutions to Legislators to 

illustrate how important reform is to local governments in the metro-area, and we will work 

with Legislators to advance reform proposals that meet the adopted principles. 

 

5) How do other cities do it? 

 

Every other major metropolitan area’s regional planning organization (see Attachment B), as 

well as every other regional planning organization in Minnesota, is made up of a majority of 

local elected officials.  

 

6) Is this an effort to get rid of the Metropolitan Council? 

 

Absolutely not. Regional governance is important, but it would be more effective and credible 

with local representation.  In the current system, Metropolitan Council members are non-

elected individuals answerable only to the Governor, an office that has often been elected 

without majority support from metropolitan-area voters.  The Council, which has the ability to 

levy taxes on metropolitan-area residents, should be answerable to the citizens and taxpayers of 

the area it represents rather than a single officeholder and should feature strong county 

representation from local elected officials. 
 

7) Is this a reaction to the ThriveMSP2040 plan?  

No. Many cities and counties were unhappy with aspects of the Council’s plan. However, our call 

for reform is not a reaction to the specifics of the plan, or to how it allocates resources. Instead, 

the experience drove home to many what little incentive the Council has to take into account 

the opinions of local governments. The Council does not answer to the local constituency, but 

rather to a constituency of one- the Governor. We realized that this was the core problem, and 

the release of Thrive2040 was the catalyst to renew our efforts to build a coalition for 

governance reform. 

8) Is there other support for this? 
 

Yes, many other entities and organizations have come out in support for reform. In 2011, for 

example, the Office of the Legislative Auditor released a report recommending that the 

Metropolitan Council be composed of a majority elected officials, citing the Council’s “limited 

credibility” due to a governance structure that limits accountability. 

 

http://www.auditor.leg.state.mn.us/ped/pedrep/transit.pdf
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The City of Minneapolis also passed a resolution on January 14, 2011, asking the Legislature to 

reform the Council so that a “majority of council members shall be locally elected city and 

county officials.”  

 

Furthermore, representatives of the Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit 

Administration, responsible for certifying the Council as eligible to receive federal transportation 

and transit funding, have encouraged reform of the Council to make it “more directly 

accountable to its public.” 

 

9) Would these principles turn the Metropolitan Council into a Council of Governments (COG)? 
 

No. Councils of Governments have little authority beyond transportation planning and regional 

coordination of service. The level of authority that the Legislature has granted the Metropolitan 

Council, including the authority to levy taxes, is unique. None of the proposed principles 

diminish Council authority in any way, and will not transform the Council into a COG. 

 

10) Do you oppose the Governor? 
 

No.  This is not a partisan issue- we would feel the same way whether the Governor was a 

Republican or a Democrat. What troubles us is that the entire membership and focus of the 

Council can shift depending on who is in power. The Council should represent the interests of 

the region, not a single individual. 
 

11) Is this about the suburbs complaining? 
 

No. This is about ensuring that the entire region feels represented by the Metropolitan Council. 

 

12) Is the Met Council accountable to their constituents? 
 

No. Although the Met Council has the power to levy taxes on metropolitan area residents, it is  

not accountable to those residents and is instead solely accountable to the Governor, an 

individual that over the last five election cycles was only once elected with majority support 

from metro-area voters. 
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QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PRINCIPLES THEMSELVES: 

 

13) Aren’t local elected officials too busy to serve on the Council?  
 

There is a time commitment to serving on the Council, true, but it is only a part-time 

engagement. Many current Metropolitan Council members hold other full-time jobs. 

Furthermore, local elected officials serve on the metropolitan planning organizations of every 

other large city in the country.  
 

If these principles are enacted it will be part of cities and counties’ role to ensure that those 

appointed to the Council are comfortable with the time commitment.   

 

14) Isn’t it a conflict of interest to ask an official elected by one specific city or county to represent 

an entire region? 
 

Local elected officials already serve in many capacities where they must consider regional 

interests. The Council’s Transportation Advisory Board, for example, which recommends 

allocation of transportation and transit funding throughout the region, is made up of majority of 

local elected officials. The Counties Transit Improvement Board and the Metropolitan Mosquito 

Control District Board are two other examples where local elected officials serve and represent 

the interests of an entire region. Even the structure of County Boards and City Councils requires 

local elected officials to represent the interests of the entire city/county, rather than the specific 

district that elected them.  

 

15) What happens if a local elected official leaves office in the middle of his/her Metropolitan 

Council appointment? 
 

We purposely made these principles high-level. We do not want to get into the details of a 

specific plan; that is the job of the Legislature. These issues will be considered as a plan 

develops. 
 

16) What about the criticisms of the role of the Council? These principles don’t address any of 

that.  

True, and many of us do have thoughts on the role of the Council. However, we believe that the 

first step is to reform the governance of the Council. Once the Council is accountable to its 

metropolitan constituency we can consider the role that it should play in the region’s future. 

17) You mention a system of voting and checks and balances- can you elaborate? 

We purposely made these principles high-level. We do not want to get into the details of a 

specific plan; that is the job of the Legislature. However, we do believe that the Council should 

represent all citizens in the area, without allowing the large urban core to drive all decision 

making.  



 

 

ATTACHMENT A: PARTICIPANTS IN THE METROPOLITAN GOVERNANCE WORKING GROUP 

 
 

Participating County Officials: 
 
Anoka County:  Commissioner Matt Look 
   Commissioner Scott Schulte 

Commissioner Rhonda Sivarajah 
   County Administrator Jerry Soma 
   
Carver County:  Commissioner Randy Maluchnik 
   Commissioner Tom Workman 
   County Administrator Dave Hemze 
 
Dakota County:   Commissioner Chris Gerlach 
   Commissioner Nancy Schouweiler 
   Commissioner Liz Workman 
   County Manager Brandt Richardson 
 
Scott County:   Commissioner Mike Beard 

Commissioner Jon Ulrich 
   County Administrator Gary Shelton 
 
 
Participating City Officials: 
 
 
Bethel:    Councilmember Brian Kirkham 
 
Burnsville:  Councilmember Bill Coughlin 
 
Chanhassen:  Mayor Denny Laufenburger 
 
Elko New Market:  Mayor Bob Crawford 
 
Jordan:    Councilmember Mike Franklin 
 
Lino Lakes:   Mayor Jeff Reinert 
 
Prior Lake:   Mayor Ken Hedberg 
 
Rosemount:  Councilmember Jeff Weisensel 
 
Shakopee:   Mayor Bill Mars 
 



Attachment B Metropolitan Planning Agencies in Large Metropolitan Areas

Name

Governance Structure

San Diego Association of 

Governments

The Board includes 20 local elected officials as well as non-voting members from various 

state and federal agencies and other organizations.

Summary: All voting members are local elected officials. There are no citizen members.

Metropolitan Council
The Council consists of 16 citizens appointed by the Governor. 

Summary: All voting members are citizens. There are no elected officials on the Council.

North Jersey Transportation 

Planning Authority

The Board consists of 15 local elected officials, 4 other government representatives, and 1 

citizen representative (position is currently vacant).

The 3 other government representatives are from the Port Authority, the NJ Governor's 

Authorities Unit, NJ Department of Transportation, and NJ TRANSIT.

Summary: The majority of voting members are local elected officials. There is one citizen 

member.

Metropolitan Transportation 

Commission (Oakland CA)

The Board consists of 16 local elected officials, 2 representatives of the federal 

government, 1 representative of state government, and 2 representatives of local 

organizations.

The state representative is from the California State Transportation Agency.

The 1 organizations are the San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission 

and the Association of Bay Area Governments.

Summary: The majority of voting members are local elected officials. There are no citizen 

members.

Houston-Galveston Area Council

The Board consists of 30 local elected officials, 6 judges, and 1 representative of the 

Independent School Districts.

The local elected officials represent cities and counties in the metro area, although some 

cities and counties are represented by judges.

Summary: The majority of voting members are local elected officials. There are no citizen 

members.

http://www.sandag.org/index.asp?fuseaction=about.board
http://www.sandag.org/index.asp?fuseaction=about.board
http://www.njtpa.org/About-NJTPA/Board-of-Trustees.aspx
http://www.njtpa.org/About-NJTPA/Board-of-Trustees.aspx
http://www.mtc.ca.gov/about_mtc/commissioners/
http://www.mtc.ca.gov/about_mtc/commissioners/
http://www.h-gac.com/about/board/board-of-directors-members.aspx
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Name

Governance Structure

North Central Texas Council of 

Governments

The Board consists of 9 local elected officials, 3 judges, and a non-voting member of the 

Texas Legislature.

The metro-area cities are represented by mayors or councilmembers; the counties are 

represented by judges.

Summary: The majority of voting members are local elected officials (although there are 

no county elected officials- counties are represented by judges). There are no citizen 

members.

Boston Region MPO

The Board consists of 14 local elected officials, 8 representatives from other governments 

and organizations, and 2 nonvoting representatives from the federal government.

The elected officials are all mayors and selectmen of local towns; there are no county 

representatives.

There are 2 representatives from regional planning organizations, as well as 

representatives from regional transit and transportation authorities and the 

Massachusetts Department of Transportation.

Summary: The majority of the voting members are local elected officials. There are also 

no citizen members.

Atlanta Regional Commission 

The Board consists of 23 local elected officials, 15 citizens, and 1 non-voting representative 

from the Georgia Department of Community Affairs.

There is 1 citizen representative from each of 15 districts in the metro area, elected by the 

23 public officials. 

Summary: All voting members are either local elected officials or are citizen members 

selected by local elected officials.

Puget Sound Regional Council

The Council has a general assembly consisting of all elected officials from all member 

jurisdictions. The Assembly establishes the budget and elects representatives to the 

Executive Board. 

The Executive Board consists of 30 elected officials and 2 representatives from the 

Washington State Transportation Commission and the Washington State Department of 

Transportation.

Summary: All voting members are either local elected officials or are selected by local 

elected officials. There are no citizen members.

http://www.nctcog.org/edo/board.asp
http://www.nctcog.org/edo/board.asp
http://www.ctps.org/Drupal/mpo_membership
http://www.atlantaregional.com/about-us/overview/history-funding--membership
http://www.psrc.org/about/boards/exec
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Name

Governance Structure

National Capital Region  

Transportation Planning Board

The Board consists of 32 local elected officials and 2 representatives from state 

government. 

The 2 state representatives are legislators from the Maryland and Virginia General 

Assemblies.

Summary: The majority of voting members are elected officials. There are no citizen 

members.

Maricopa Association of 

Governments

The Council consists of 32 local elected officials, 4 state representatives, and 1 member of 

a citizen organization.

The elected officials are mayors, councilmembers, etc. from metro towns, cities, and 

reservations. 

There are also 2 representatives each from the State Transportation Board and the Arizona 

Department of Transportation.

Finally, there is a representative from the Citizens Transportation Oversight Commission.

Summary: The majority of voting members are local elected officials. There is one citizen 

member, a representative of a citizen oversight commission.

Southwestern Pennsylvania 

Commission

The Executive Committee consists of 11 local elected officials, 3 at-large members, and 

representatives from the Pennsylvania Department of Economic Development, 

Department of Transportation, and Governor's Office.

Summary: The majority of voting members are local elected officials. There are 3 at-large 

members.

Delaware Valley Regional 

Planning Commission

The Board consists of 16 state government appointees, 24 local government elected 

officials and staff, and 2 attorneys. as well as a number of non-voting members.

There are 4 representatives from the PA Department of Transportation and 3 from the NJ 

Department of Transportation. 

There are also 3 representatives from the PA Governor's Policy Office, 1 other PA 

Governor's appointee, 3 from the NJ Department of Community Affairs, and 2 appointees 

from the NJ Governor. 

Summary: The majority of voting members are either local elected officials or local 

government staff members. There are no citizen members.

http://www.mwcog.org/about/board/
http://www.mwcog.org/about/board/
http://www.azmag.gov/Committees/Committee.asp?CMSID=1009
http://www.azmag.gov/Committees/Committee.asp?CMSID=1009
http://www.spcregion.org/about_comm_off.shtml
http://www.spcregion.org/about_comm_off.shtml
http://www.dvrpc.org/asp/boardList/default.aspx
http://www.dvrpc.org/asp/boardList/default.aspx
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Name

Governance Structure

New York Metropolitan 

Transportation Council

The Board consists of 5 local elected officials, 3 city representatives, 1 state 

representative, and 7 non-voting members from various  federal and state agencies.

The 5 local elected officials are the County Executives of the 5 metro counties. The city 

representatives are heads of the New York City Transportation Authority, Department of 

Transportation, and Department of City Planning.

The state representative is from the New York State Department of Transportation.

Summary: The majority of voting members are local elected officials or representatives 

from city government. There are no citizen members.

Baltimore Regional 

Transportation Board 

The Board consists of 7 local elected officials and 4 representatives from state 

departments (3 non-voting). 

A representative from the Maryland Department of Transportation has voting privileges. 

Summary: All voting members, except one, are local elected officials. 

Southeast Michigan Council of 

Governments

The Council has a general assembly consisting of delegates from all local governments in 

the region. The Executive Committee consists of local elected officials as well as 

representatives from community colleges  and the Regional Transit Authority of Southeast 

Michigan.

Summary: The majority of voting members are local elected officials. There are no citizen 

members. 

Chicago Metropolitan Agency for 

Planning

The Board consists of appointments from each of the metro counties- the members are a 

combination of elected officials and representatives of nonprofits and private industry. 

There are also 2 non-voting Governor's appointees and a non-voting representative of the 

Regional Transportation Authority. 

Summary: The majority of voting members are elected officials and all are appointed by 

local jurisdictions. There is a Citizens' Advisory Committee created by the Board.

Southern California Association 

of Governments

The Regional Council consists of elected local officials representing 67 districts, all 

members of the Los Angeles City Council and the Mayor, as well as 1 elected 

representative from each of the 6 counties in the district, and representatives from 

regional transportation commissions and tribal governments.

Summary: The majority of voting members are local elected officials. There are no citizen 

members.

http://www.nymtc.org/
http://www.nymtc.org/
http://www.baltometro.org/about-the-brtb/brtb-members
http://www.baltometro.org/about-the-brtb/brtb-members
http://www.semcog.org/Data/generalassembly.cfm
http://www.semcog.org/Data/generalassembly.cfm
http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/about
http://www.cmap.illinois.gov/about
http://www.scag.ca.gov/about/Pages/GoverningStructure.aspx
http://www.scag.ca.gov/about/Pages/GoverningStructure.aspx


Attachment B Metropolitan Planning Agencies in Minnesota

Name Governance Structure

Duluth-Superior Metropolitan 

Interstate Council

The Board consists of 15 local elected officials from Minnesota and Wisconsin, 2 citizens, 

and one representative from the Duluth Transit Authority.

There are two citizen members, one representing the City of Duluth and one the City of 

Superior.

Summary: The majority of voting members are local elected officials. There are two 

citizen representatives. 

Grand Forks - East Grand Forks 

Metropolitan Planning 

Organization

The Board consists of 6 local elected officials as well as 2 representatives from the 

Planning Commissions of the City of Grand Forks and the City of East Grand Forks.

Summary: The majority of voting members are local elected officials. There are no 

citizen representatives. 

Fargo-Moorhead Metropolitan 

Council

The Board consists of 11 elected officials and 3 representatives from the Fargo and 

Moorhead Planning Commissions.

Summary: The majority of voting members are elected officials. There are no citizen 

representatives.

St. Cloud Area Planning 

Organization

The Board consists of 11 local elected officials as well as representatives from the Central 

Minnesota Transportation Alliance and St. Cloud Metro Bus.

Summary: The majority of voting members are elected officials. There are no citizen 

representatives.

Metropolitan Council
The Council consists of 16 citizens appointed by the Governor. 

Summary: All voting members are citizens. There are no elected officials on the Council.

Rochester-Olmsted Council of 

Governments

The Board consists of 16 local elected officials, including 2 representatives from school 

districts, and 2 citizen members.

Summary: The majority of voting members are elected officials. There are two citizen 

representatives.

La Crosse Area Planning 

Committee

The Board consists of 10 local elected officials.

Summary: All voting members are elected officials. There are no citizen representatives.

Mankato/North Mankato Area 

Planning Organization

The Board is made up of 6 local elected officials.

Summary: All voting members are elected officials. There are no citizen representatives.

http://www.dsmic.org/documentstore/MIC Info/General/MIC Info Sheet-current.pdf
http://www.dsmic.org/documentstore/MIC Info/General/MIC Info Sheet-current.pdf
http://www.theforksmpo.org/PDFS/WebMPObrief2014A.pdf
http://www.theforksmpo.org/PDFS/WebMPObrief2014A.pdf
http://www.theforksmpo.org/PDFS/WebMPObrief2014A.pdf
http://www.fmmetrocog.org/
http://www.fmmetrocog.org/
http://www.stcloudapo.org/
http://www.stcloudapo.org/
http://www.co.olmsted.mn.us/planning/rocog/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.co.olmsted.mn.us/planning/rocog/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.lapc.org/Content/About/WhoistheLAPC.htm
http://www.lapc.org/Content/About/WhoistheLAPC.htm
http://www.mankato-mn.gov/mapo-policy-board/Page.aspx
http://www.mankato-mn.gov/mapo-policy-board/Page.aspx
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RESOLUTION NO. 2016-9 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A GAMBLING APPLICATION FOR THE SOUTH ST. PAUL 
LIONS CLUB TO CONDUCT OFF-SITE GABMLING AT 396 21ST STREET, NEWPORT, MN 

55055 ON APRIL 16, 2016 
 
WHEREAS, The City Council of Newport have received a request from the South St. Paul Lions Club to 
approve a gambling application to conduct off-site gambling for a raffle, pull-tabs, and tipboards on April 16, 
2016 at Tinucci's Restaurant, 396 21st Street, Newport, MN 55055; and 
 
WHEREAS, City staff have reviewed the application and have not identified any reason to deny. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of Newport hereby approve the Off-Site 
Gambling Permit application for the South St. Paul Lions Club to conduct gambling at Tinucci's Restaurant, 396 
21st Street, Newport, MN 55055 on April 16, 2016. 
 
Adopted by this council this 3rd day of  by the Newport City Council. 
 
Motion by: ___________________, Seconded by: ______________________ 
     

VOTE:  Geraghty _________ 
      Ingemann _________ 

Sumner  _________ 
Rahm  _________ 
Lund  _________                               

   
Signed: _________________________ 

                  Tim Geraghty, Mayor 
ATTEST: _____________________________ 
      Deb Hill, City Administrator      
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MEMO 
TO: Mayor and City Council 
 Deb Hill, City Administrator   
 
FROM: Renee Eisenbeisz, Assistant to the City Administrator 
 
DATE: February 25, 2016 
 
SUBJECT: Park Board Vacancies 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
The City currently has two vacancies on the Park Board and has been advertising for them since November 2015. The 
term for one of the vacancies is through December 31, 2016 and the term for the other is through December 31, 2018.  
The City recently received a letter of interest (attached) from Pauline Schottmuller for one of these vacancies.  
 
DISCUSSION 
The City Council will need to discuss the Park Board vacancy and letter of interest at the March 3, 2016 meeting. If the 
City Council appoints Ms. Schottmuller to the Park Board it will need to discuss which seat (through 2016 or through 
2018) and will need to amend the 2016 Annual Appointments.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
It is recommended that the City Council provide direction on the Park Board vacancy and 2016 Annual Appointments.  
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CITY OF NEWPORT  
2016 ANNUAL APPOINTMENTS 

 

1) MAYOR PRO TEM (Until 12/31/2016):   Tom Ingemann 

2) OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER:         South Washington County Bulletin 

3) OFFICIAL DEPOSITORIES:     Central Bank 

4) CITY ADMINISTRATOR / CLERK / TREASURER:  Debora Hill 

5) CITY ATTORNEY:      Holstad & Knaak PLC 

6) CITY AUDITOR:      Jim Eichten (MMKR) 

7) CITY ENGINEER:      MSA 

8) CITY HERITAGE PRESERVATION CONSULTANT: Robert Vogel 

9) CITY PLANNING PROFESSIONAL:  Sherri Buss (TKDA) 

10) BUILDING INSPECTOR:     City of Cottage Grove 

11) PLUMBING/HEATING INSPECTOR:    City of Cottage Grove 

12) ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR:     William Dietrich 

13) FIRE MARSHAL:      Steven Wiley 

14) WEED INSPECTOR:      Tim Geraghty 

15) ASST. WEED INSPECTOR:     Bruce Hanson 

16) CIVIL DEFENSE DIRECTOR:    Steven Wiley 

17) RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITY TO ADMINISTER   Renee Eisenbeisz 
REQUIREMENTS FOR COLLECTION, STORAGE,  
USE, AND DISSEMINATION OF DATA 
  



COUNCIL ADVISORY BOARDS (3-Year Terms) 
 

18) PLANNING COMMISSION:     Expiration Date: 
 

a. Anthony Mahmood     12-31-2016 
b. Kevin Haley      12-31-2016 
c. Matt Prestegaard     12-31-2017 
d. Marvin Taylor                                                             12-31-2017 
e. David Tweeten     12-31-2017 
f. Tom Ingemann (Council Liaison)

 
   12-31-2016 

 
19) PARK BOARD:      Expiration Date: 

   
a. Anita Perkins      12-31-2018 
b. Emily White      12-31-2018 
c. Heidi Tweeten      12-31-2017 
d.        12-31-2016 
e.        12-31-2018 
f. Dan Lund (Council Liaison)

 
    12-31-2016 

 
20) LIBRARY ADVISORY COMMITTEE:    Expiration Date: 

 
a. Nancy Wetsel      12-31-2016 
b. Jo Bailey      12-31-2016 
c. Beverly Bartl      12-31-2016 
d. Pam Geraghty      12-31-2017 
e.        12-31-2017 
f. Dan Lund (Council Liaison)

 
    12-31-2016 

 
21) HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION:  Expiration Date:  

 
a. Linda Michie      12-31-2016 
b. Fred Leimbek      12-31-2016 
c. Beverly Bartl      12-31-2017 
d. Jo Bailey      12-31-2017 
e. Mary Ann Newman                           12-31-2017 
f. Bill Sumner (Council Liaison)

  
    12-31-2016 



COUNCIL APPOINTED COMMITTEES  
 

22) NEWPORT / BAILEY SCHOOL FOREST    Expiration Date: 
       GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE:   

 
a. Tim Geraghty       Indefinite 
b. Matt Yokiel      Indefinite 
c. Laura Duffey      Indefinite 
d. Marge Meconis     Indefinite 

 
23) RAMSEY/WASHINGTON RECYCLING 

AND ENERGY BOARD (1-Year Term):   Expiration Date: 
 

a. Tom Ingemann (Ex-Officio Member)   12-31-2016 
 

24) SOUTH WASHINGTON COUNTY CABLE    Expiration Date: 
COMMISSION (1-Year Term): 

 
a. Virginia Keenan     12-31-2016 
b. Barb Wilcziek (Alternate)    12-31-2016 
c. Tracy Rahm (Council Liaison)

 
   12-31-2016 

25) RED ROCK CORRIDOR COMMISSION:   Expiration Date: 
       (1-Year Term) 

 
a. Tracy Rahm (Council Liaison)
b. 

   12-31-2016 
Dan Lund (Council Liaison Alternate)

 
   12-31-2016 

 
26) NEWPORT FIRE RELIEF ASSOCIATION (EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS) 

 
a. Tom Ingemann     12-31-2016 
b. Deb Hill      12-31-2016 

 
27) WASHINGTON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE LIAISON 

 
1. Tim Geraghty      12-31-2017 
2. Deb Hill      12-31-2017 

 
28) CITY APPROVED SOCIAL MEDIA OUTLETS   

 
a. Facebook      Indefinite   
b. Twitter       Indefinite 
c. You Tube      Indefinite 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2016-10 
 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A FACILITY PLAN FOR THE 2016 I-I REDUCTION PROJECT 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Newport has identified the repair and rehabilitation of the City Sanitary Sewer System 
as a priority on its Capital Improvement Plan, and  
 
WHEREAS, the City of Newport has applied to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) for inclusion 
on the Municipal Needs List to be eligible for grant and loan monies thru the State Revolving Fund Program, and 
 
WHEREAS, MSA has prepared a project Facility Plan in accordance with Minn R. 7077.0271 and submitted 
said plan for Council review and comment at their February 18th City Council meeting, and 
 
WHEREAS, it is proposed that all or a portion of the costs of the improvements, made the City’s infrastructure 
and private services laterals will be assessed to the benefiting property owners in pursuit Minnesota Statutes, 
Chapter 429 & 444   
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF NEWPORT MINNESOTA: 
 

1. The Facility Plan, as prepared by MSA, shall be adopted and submitted to MPCA for review and 
consideration upon completion of the following modifications directed by Council: 
 

a. ____________________________________________________________ 
b. ____________________________________________________________ 
c. ____________________________________________________________ 
d. ____________________________________________________________ 
e. ____________________________________________________________ 
f. ____________________________________________________________ 
g. ____________________________________________________________ 

 
Adopted by this council this 3rd day of March, by the Newport City Council. 
 
Motion by: ___________________, Seconded by: ______________________ 
     

VOTE:  Geraghty _________ 
      Ingemann _________ 

Sumner  _________ 
Rahm  _________ 
Lund  _________                               

   
Signed: _________________________ 

                  Tim Geraghty, Mayor 
ATTEST: _____________________________ 
      Deb Hill, City Administrator      
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