Chairperson:
Vice-Chair:

Commissioner:
Commissioner:
Commissioner:

CITY OF NEWPORT
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
NEWPORT CITY HALL
JANUARY 14, 2016 - 6:00 P.M.

Anthony Mahmood City Administrator:
Kevin Haley Asst. to the City Admin:
Matt Prestegaard Planner:

Marvin Taylor Council Liaison:

David Tweeten

Deb Hill

Renee Eisenbeisz
Sherri Buss

Tom Ingemann

AGENDA
CALL TO ORDER
ROLL CALL
NOMINATION AND APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRPERSON AND VICE-CHAIRPERSON FOR 2016

APPROVAL OF PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES
A. Planning Commission Minutes of the October 8, 2015 Meeting
B. Planning Commission Minutes of the November 12, 2015 Workshop

APPOINTMENTS WITH COMMISSION
A. Public Hearing — To consider amendments to Section 1320, Nonconforming Uses, Lots, and Structures,
Section 1330 General District Regulations, and Section 1380, Signs
1. Memos from Sherri Buss and Renee Eisenbeisz
2. Resolution No. P.C. 2016-1
3. Resolution No. P.C. 2016-2
4. Resolution No. P.C. 2016-3

COMMISSION & STAFF REPORTS
NEW BUSINESS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

A. Upcoming Meetings and Events:
1. City Offices Closed for Martin Luther January 18, 2016

King Jr. Day
2. City Council Meeting January 21, 2016 5:30 p.m.
3. City Council Meeting February 4, 2016 5:30 p.m.
4. Planning Commission Meeting February 11, 2016 6:00 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT



City of Newport
Planning Commission Minutes
October 8, 2015

1. CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Mahmood called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.

2. ROLL CALL -
Commissioners present — Anthony Mahmood, Kevin Haley, Marvin Taylor, David Tweeten

Commissioners absent — Matt Prestegaard

Also present —Renee Eisenbeisz, Executive Analyst; Sherri Buss, TKDA Planner; Tom Ingemann, Council
Liaison

3. APPROVAL OF PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES
A. Discussion Regar ding Proposed Amendmentsto Section 1380, Signs

Sherri Buss, TKDA Planner, presented on this item as outlined in the October 8, 2015 Planning Commission
packet. The Planning Commission discussed Sections 1380.01-1380.09(A), Item 1. Below are the key discussion
points and requested changes:

e 1380.03, Definitions:

0 Bulletin Sign - Remove this definition since it's the same as a changeable copy sign.

0 Address Sign/Nameplate or ldentification Sign - Keep the definition for address signs in the
ordinance and remove the definition for nameplate or identification sign since signs less than 6 square
feet are allowed without a permit.

0 Temporary Sign - Add language to the Temporary Sign definition pertaining to materials to
differentiate between permanent signs.

e 1380.04, Administration:

0 ItemsC and D - Change the language to allow the Zoning Administrator to approve all sign permits

and remove Item D requiring the Planning Commission to approve signs with more than 2 sides.
e 1380.06, Exemptions:

o Item A(2) - Add language allowing up to 3 per parcel for signs that are 6 square feet or less.

o Item A(3) - This language will allow any property owner (residential or commercial) to have a
temporary sign on their parcel up to 14 days as long as the signs are less than 20 square feet. The
Planning Commission directed staff to add language allowing temporary signs in the right-of-way
adjacent to any parcel.

o0 Item A(5) - Remove the setback requirement.

e 1380.08, General Provisions Applicableto All Districts

0 Items A - C - Add "permanent” to each of these sections so that the provisions aren't required for
temporary signs.

o Item D(1) - Remove this section all-together since it relates to content.

o0 Item D(3) - The Planning Commission discussed changing this language to be for monument signs
instead of freestanding signs and directed staff to research what other cities do for monument signs.

o0 Item E - The Planning Commission directed staff to add language about blocking visibility and time
requirements.
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o Item H - Remove this section.
e 1380.09, District Regulations

o Item A(1) - The Planning Commission directed staff to add language to this section that allows up to

three temporary signs that are less than 6 square feet on each parcel.
o Item A(1)(b) - Remove the setback requirement.

o Item A(L)(f) - The Planning Commission directed staff to amend this language to require a permit for
the signs listed instead of saying they aren't allowed since there are businesses in residential districts.

The Planning Commission will be discussing the rest of Section 1380 at the November 12, 2015 meeting.

5. COMMISSION AND STAFF REPORTS
6. NEW BUSINESS

7. ANNOUNCEMENTS
A. Upcoming Meetings and Events:

1. Annual Fun Walk - Meet at Pedestrian Bridge October 10, 2015
Near Tinucci's

2. City Council Meeting October 15, 2015

3. Park Board Meeting October 22, 2015

4. Buckthorn Removal Day - Bailey School October 24, 2015
Forest

8. ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Haley, seconded by Tweeten, to adjour n the Planning Commission Meeting at 7:01 p.m. With 4

Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent the motion carried.

Signed:

9:00 a.m.

5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
9:00 a.m.

Anthony Mahmood, Chairperson

Respectfully submitted,

Renee Eisenbeisz
Executive Analyst



City of Newport
Planning Commission Workshop Minutes
November 12, 2015

1. CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Mahmood called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.

2. ROLL CALL -
Commissioners present — Anthony Mahmood, Matt Prestegaard, Kevin Haley, Marvin Taylor, David Tweeten

Commissioners absent —

Also present —Deb Hill, City Administrator; Renee Eisenbeisz, Executive Analyst; Sherri Buss, TKDA Planner;
Tom Ingemann, Council Liaison

3. DISCUSSION REGARDING PROPOSED AMENDMENTSTO SECTION 1380, SIGNS

Sherri Buss, TKDA Planner, presented on this item as outlined in the November 12, 2015 Planning Commission
packet. The Planning Commission discussed Sections 1380.01-1380.09(A), Item 2. Below are the key discussion
points and requested changes:

e Section 1380.08(E) - Change this language to prohibit signs in the right-of-way.
e Section 1380.09 -

0 Temporary Signs - Change the language to allow temporary signs for 30 days instead of 14 days
without a permit. Also, remove the requirement for how many times per year. Finally, add sandwich
signs to this section.

o Wall Signs- Add language to allow one wall sign for each business.

0 Permanent Freestanding Signs - Change the height from 35 feet to 12 feet.

o0 Portable Signs - Change the language to increase the square footage from 15 square feet to 40 square
feet and require a permit only if the portable sign has electrical components. Also, add language
stating that it can't be in the right-of-way or public easements.

o0 Canopy and Marquee Signs - Remove the language regarding it warranting additional sign area.

o0 Window Signs - Change the language to allow window signs without a permit and to cover 80% of
the window. Also, add language requiring them to be in good repair.

e Section 1380.13 - Add stone to the list of allowed materials in Section A.
e Section 1380.14 - Remove this Section and just put that applicants need to comply with electrical codes.

The public hearing for these changes will be January 14, 2016.
4. DISCUSSION REGARDING BUILDING MATERIALS
Sherri Buss, TKDA Planner, presented on this item as outlined in the November 12, 2015 Planning Commission
packet. The Planning Commission directed staff to draft building material standards similar to Maplewood's
ordinance for commercial and mixed-use districts. Additionally, the Planning Commission requested that staff add

language regarding the maintenance and upkeep of building exteriors. The public hearing for these changes will
be January 14, 2016.

1
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5. DISCUSSION REGARDING PROPOSED ZONING AMENDMENTS

Executive Analyst Eisenbeisz presented on this item as outlined in the November 12, 2015 Planning Commission
packet. The Planning Commission directed staff to change the language in Section 1330.05, Subd. 10 regarding
trash enclosures to match the language in Section 1350.18, Item F. The public hearing for these changes will be
January 14, 2016.

6. ADJOURNMENT

Signed:

Anthony Mahmood, Chairperson

Respectfully submitted,

Renee Eisenbeisz
Executive Analyst



444 Cedar Street, Suite 1500
Saint Paul, MN 55101

651.292.4400
tkda.com
Memorandum
To: Newport Planning Reference: Planning Commission Meeting
Commission January 14, 2016

Copies To:  Deb Hill, City Administrator

Renee Eisenbeisz, Assistant
to the City Administrator

Project No.: 16021.000

From: Sherri Buss, RLA AICP, City Routing:
Planner
Date: January 5, 2016

The Planning Commission meeting on January 14 will include public hearings on several
ordinance updates:
e Sign Ordinance — Section 1380 of the Zoning Ordinance
o Staff made the changes requested by the Planning Commission at the November
meeting. Some of the changes were editorial in nature. The most significant
changes are in 1380.09 District Regulations, Item 2,
Business/Commercial/Industrial Districts.
0 The Commission should review the attached ordinance amendment to identify
any final changes.
0 The Commission will listen to public comments, and may make final changes to
the amendment based on comments.
o The final ordinance amendment will go to the City Council for approval.

e Building Materials Standards — Section 1330.05, Subdivision 3

0 Staff made the changes to the ordinance amendment recommended by the
Commission. The revised ordinance standards are based on those included in
the City of Maplewood ordinance for commercial and mixed use districts, as
discussed at the meeting.

o The Commission asked that standards be included for building exterior
maintenance. The City already has detailed standards for building maintenance
in Ordinance 8, Section 811.07. This section has been included in your packet
for review

o The Commission should review the attached ordinance amendment to identify
any changes needed.

0 The Commission will listen to public comments, and may make final changes to
the amendment based on comments.

o If the Commission finalizes the amendment at this meeting, it will go to the City
Council for approval.

e Additional Amendments—Renee has a couple of additional amendments that she will
discuss with the Commission. The proposed amendments are attached.

An employee owned company promoting affirmative action and equal opportunity

5.A



MEMO

TO: Planning Commission
Deb Hill, City Administrator

FROM: Renee Eisenbeisz, Assistant to the City Administrator
DATE: January 5, 2016

SUBJECT: Minor Zoning Amendments

BACKGROUND
At their November 12, 2015 workshop, the Planning Commission discussed the following minor zoning amendments:

Non-conforming structures - Staff found a discrepancy in Section 1320.06 regarding non-conforming structures. The
current City Code states that if a non-conforming structure is destroyed by 50% or more, the use of the same shall
conform to the current zoning requirements. However, State Statutes (462.357, Subd. 1€) allow destroyed non-conforming
structures 180 days to apply for a building permit of the same use. If a building permit is applied for within that 180 days,
they do not need to meet the current zoning requirements. As such, the City needs to amend Section 1320.06 to state this.

Trash Enclosures - Councilman Sumner regquested that the Planning Commission review the requirement regarding trash
enclosures in regards to materials. Currently, the City Code states the following:

e Section 1330.05, Subd. 10 - Trash enclosures need to be constructed of the same materia as the principa
structure. This section regulates al districts except RE, R-1, and R-1A districts.

e Section 1330.05, Subd. 21 - Trash enclosures need to be kept in a building or in a fully screened area. This
section regulates the RE, R-1, and R-1A districts.

e Section 1350.18, Item F - Requires trash enclosures to be in a fully enclosed accessory structure. Does not
regulate material. This section isfor non-residential districts.

Councilman Sumner requested that the Planning Commission look at allowing the enclosures to be different material than
the principal structure. The Planning Commission directed staff to change Section 1330.05, Subd. 10 to have the same
language as Section 1350.18, Item F.

DISCUSSION
Please find Resolution No. P.C. 2016-1 and Resolution No. P.C. 2016-2 reflecting the above changes. The Planning
Commission will have a public hearing for the zoning amendments at its January 14, 2016 meeting.

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the Planning Commission approve Resolution No. P.C. 2016-1 and Resolution No. P.C. 2016-2.



1330.05 Perfor mance Standar ds

Subd. 1 Intent. It shal be the intent of this section to promote high standards of design and
construction in the City. These standards are set forth in order to enhance the visua
appearance of the built environment within the City, to preserve the taxable value, to
implement the goals and policies of the Comprehensive Plan and to promote the public
health, safety, and welfare of the general public.

Subd. 2 General Scope—Performance Standards for Non-Residential Districts. Except
in the RE, R-1, and R-1A didtricts, any construction or alteration of buildings, structures,
property or exterior equipment in the City which requires a building permit under the
provisions of this Chapter shall be reviewed by the Zoning Administrator and shall comply
with the standards set in Subds. 3-15 and 17-19 inclusive. Subd. 16 includes performance
standardsfor Fencesin all districts.

If the Zoning Administrator determines that the plans comply with the intent and standards
contained herein, a building permit may be issued. All decisions of the Zoning Administrator
may be appealed to the City Council as provided for in this Chapter.

Subd. 3 Building Materials. Exterior bundlng materlals of aII non- reﬂdentlal and mixed-
use structures shall be-ope-o . Wi : ls:comply with the
following requirements:

A—Allowabl e Permitted-materials:

1) Faecebrickstoneorghass-exterior building materials shall be classified as Class |, |1

or 11l materials or Accent materials, as follows.

a_ Class | exterior building materias include brick, stone, marble or glass. Bronze-
tinted or mirror glass are prohibited as exterior materias.

b. Class |l exterior building materials include architecturally-treated concrete
panels, cast-in-place concrete, or pre-cast concrete panels; specialty concrete
block (such as textured, burnished, or rock-faced block) or stucco.

c. Class Il exterior building materials include unpainted or surface-painted
concrete block (scored or unscored), unpainted or surface-painted plain or ribbed
concrete panels, and unfinished or surface-painted metal.

d. Accent materidls may be wood or metal if appropriately integrated into the
overall building design and not situated in areas that will be subject to physical or
environmental damage.

e. All primary and secondary materials shall be integrally-colored with no painted
materias.




f. Metal storage buildings (commonly called pole buildings) cannot be used in
Newport except in the Rural Estates (RE) Didtrict, or as back yard sheds
Industrial Districts if they are screened from view from residential parcels and
public streets, or if approved for use in a Business District through a Conditional
Use Permit.

2) Business and Mixed-Use Districts. Permitted materials for non-residential and
mixed-use buildings shall comply with the following:

a_ Class | materials shall cover at |east sixty (60) percent of each of the facades of a
building. Architecturally-treated concrete pandls, cast-in-place concrete, or pre-
cast_concrete panels may cover sixty (60) percent or more of the facade of
buildings in Business Districts. Class || materials shall cover no more than thirty
(30) percent of each facade of abuilding. Accent materials may include door and
window frames, lintels, cornices and other minor elements, and shall cover no
more than ten (10) percent of all facades of abuilding.

Q—Gendmenal—matenalslndustnal Dlstrlcts cher—aqenel'—bw-tdmg—mateHaLs—may—be
> at:Permitted materials for

non-resi dentlal bUI | d| nqs shaII comply with the following:

3

a—~Class | or || materias shall cover at least sixty-five (65) percent of each of the
facades of a building. Class |11 or accent materials shall not cover more than
thirty-five (35) percent of each of the facades of a building in an Industrid
District.

a

4) Nonconforming buildings.  Additions to nonconforming buildings must be
constructed with materials required by this section if the addition exceeds twenty-five
(25) percent of the floor area. Exterior remodeling or alterations to a nonconforming
building or development must be constructed with materials required by this Section.
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The Zoning Administrator may authorize the use of other materials if the addition,
remodeling, or alteration is deemed to be minor in nature and not visible from a

public roadway.

5) Roof materials. All exposed roof materials in all zoning districts shall be similar to
or _an architectural equivalent of asphalt or fiberglass shingles, wood shingles, tile
shingles, finished metal standing seam, or better.

6) Non-residential buildings containing office and retail uses shall maintain forty (40)

percent minimum window coverage on the first floor that faces a road or public open

Subd. 4 Additions, Alterations, and Accessory Structures. All subsequent additions,
exterior aterations, and accessory structures, built after the construction of the original
building or buildings shall be of the same materia's as those used in the origina building and
shall be designed to conform to the original architectural concept and general appearance.
These provisions shall not prevent the upgrading of the quality of materials used in a
remodeling or expansion project. Such alterations shall also maintain the appearance of the
building exterior due to fading, cracking, peeling, rotting, or other degradations or
inconsistencies, particularly where signage, equipment, fixtures, or other features may have
been removed, revealing an inconsistent color or condition of materials.

Subd. 5 Other Structures—Garages and Walls. Garages, screen walls, and other areas of
exposed permanent materials shall be of a smilar type, quality and appearance as the
principal structure. These provisions shall not prevent the upgrading of the quality of
materials used in a remodeling or expansion project. Exposed areas of retaining walls shall
be of high quality durable materials compatible with the overall design of the site plan and
structures.

Subd. 6 Outside Storage. All outside storage of equipment, materials, or vehicles shall be
completely screened from the eye-level view of adjacent residential property and public
streets, and from the public front and office sides of business and industrial uses, subject to
the following conditions and exceptions:

A. Temporary, daily parking of vehicles, for a period of no more than forty-eight (48)
consecutive hours, for employees or patrons of a business, need not be screened in
side and rear yards adjacent to other business or industrial uses, but shal be
completely screened from residential uses. In front yards, all such vehicles need to
be screened to a height of three (3) feet. Any vehicle parked for more than forty-
eight (48) consecutive hours shall be completely screened from the eye-level view of
adjacent residentia property and public streets, and from the public front and office
sides of business and industrial uses.

3



City of Newport Chapter 8 Nuisances

by the failure of the owner to maintain a dwelling in a reasonable rodent-proof condition,
extermination isthe responsibility of the owner. Whenever infestation existsin two or more of the
dwelling unitsin any dwelling, or inthe shared or public parts of any dwelling containing two or
more dwelling units, extermination thereof is the responsibility of the owner.

811.07 Public Nuisance Defined: Whoever by an act or failureto perform alegal duty intentionally doesany
of the following is guilty of violating this ordinance.

A. Maintains or permits an unfavorable building appearance or level of maintenance.

1. Buildings, structures and fences which have been so poorly maintained that their physical
condition and appearance detract from the surrounding neighborhood are declared to be public
nuisances because they (a) decrease adjoining landowners and occupants enjoyment of their
property and neighborhood and (b) may adversely affect property values and neighborhood
patterns.

2. Standards:

a.  Any building, structure, or fenceisapublic nuisanceif it does not comply with thefollowing
requirements:

i. No part of any exterior surface shall have deterioration, holes, breaks, gaps, loose or
rotting boards or timber.

ii. Every exterior surface which has had a surface finish such as paint applied shall be
maintained to avoid noticeable deterioration of the finish. No wall or other exterior
surface shall have peeling, cracked, chipped, or otherwise deteriorated surfacefinish on
more than twenty (20) percent of:

a. Anyonewall or other flat surface;

b. All door and window moldings, eaves, gutters, and similar projections on any one
side or surface.

iii. Noglass, including windows and exterior light fixtures, shall be broken or cracked and
no seams shall be torn or separated from moldings.

iv. All exterior doorsand shutters shall be hung properly and have an operable mechanismto
keep them securely shut or in place.

v. All cornices, moldings, linters, sills, bay or dormer windows, and similar projections
shall be kept in good repair and free from cracks and defectswhich make them hazardous
or unsightly.

vi. Roof structures shall be tight and have no defects which admit water. All roof drainage
systems shall be secured and hung properly.

vii. Chimney, antennae, air vents, and other similar projections shall be structurally sound and
in good repair. Such projections shall be secured properly, where applicable, to an
exterior wall or roof.



City of Newport Chapter 8 Nuisances

viii. Premises shall be graded and maintained so as to drain water away from occupied
structures and minimize the accumulation of water on such premises.

iX. Everyresidentia premise shall be maintained in a condition to control erosion, dust and
mud by suitable landscaping with grass, trees, shrubsor other planted ground cover, or by
paving with asphalt, concrete or by such other suitable means as shall be approved by the
city official.

X. All accessory structuresincluding, but not limited to, detached garages, shedsand fences,
shall be maintained structurally sound and in good repair. All exterior wood surfaces,
other than decay- resistant woods, shall be protected from the elements and decay by
paint which is not lead-based paint or by other protective covering or treatment.

xi. Itshall beunlawful to permit arefrigerator or other container, sufficiently large enough to
retain a child and with doors which fasten automatically when closed, to be exposed and
accessible to children without removing the doors, lids, hinges or latches.

B. Maintains or permits buildings or structures which endanger public safety, health or property
within the City.

1. Any building or structure in the City which is found by the City Building Inspector or Fire
Marshall, or their designee, to be dangerous to public Safety, health or property by reason of:

a. Damageby fire;

b. Defective chimneys or stovepipes;

c. Dilapidated condition or decay;

d. Defective électrical wiring;

e. Defective gasingallations;

f. Defective heating apparatus,

g. Defective sewage disposal system or plumbing;

h. Any other defect endangering the public safety, health, or other property.
are hereby declared to be a public nuisance.

2. Any building which is damaged, decayed, dilapidated, unsanitary, unsafe, vermin or rodent
infested, or which lacks provisionsfor basic illumination, ventilation, or sanitary facilitiesto the
extent that the defects create a hazard to the health, safety, or welfare to the occupants or of the
public, may be declared unfit for human habitation. Whenever any building has been declared
unfit for human habitation, the enforcement officer shall order same vacated within areasonable
time and shall post a placard on the property which shall (1) be in writing, (2) include a

description of the property sufficient for identification, (3) include a statement of a reason or
reasonswhy it isbeing issued, (4) include adescription of therepairsand improvements required
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City of Newport Chapter 8 Nuisances

to bring the dwelling into compliance with the provisions of this ordinance, and (5) include a
statement of time allowed to correct the violations.

C. Maintains or permits garbage or refuse to be place or stored in yards.

1. Toenhancethe safety of residents, no solid waste, garbage, refuse, appliances, bulky waste,
recyclables and yard wastes shall be placed in yards or properties in the City. Woodpiles,
and/or lumber may be stored and stacked in an orderly manner not visible from the street.

D. Special Provision — Lawn Maintenance

1. Preamble: Thereareavariety of landscapesin the City, which diversify and add arichnessto the
quality of life. Certain areas in the City have been left, or allowed to go, unmaintained. They
have been accepted by the vast mgjority of the city residents as appropriate and as part of the
unique quality of lifein thiscommunity. There are community expectations, however, that once
an area has been disturbed, landscaped, or otherwise maintained, that area will continue to be
maintained in aconsistent manner. When vegetation in that areais not continually maintained, it
becomes aesthetically unpleasing and violates community standards. Property, which appears
neglected, may decrease the value of adjacent properties. In addition, if vegetationisnot properly
maintained, there may be the following adverse impacts on public health, safety, and welfare:

a.  Undesirable vegetation such iscommon buckthorn, quackgrass, and other weeds may invade
and threaten to supplant other more desirable vegetation.

b. Vegetation which causes alergic reactions, such as ragweed, may develop.

c. Tall vegetation along driveways and public roads may impair visibility when entering or
exiting public roads.

2. Definitions: For the purpose of this section the following words shal have the
meanings specified below:

a. Meadow Vegetation is grasses and flowering and broad leaf plants which are native to, or
adapted to, the State of Minnesota, which are commonly found in meadow and prairie plan
communities, except weeds.

b. Noxious Weeds shall be those plants which are determined from time to time to be noxious
weeds pursuant to Minnesota Statute 18.171, subdivision 5.

c. Regularly Cut means mowing or otherwise cutting the vegetation so that it does not exceed
eight (8) inches.

d. Turf Grasses are grasses commonly used in regularly cut lawn areas, such as bluegrass,
fescue, and rye grass blends, and non-woody vegetation interspersed with them.

e. Weeds include all noxious weeds, buffalobur, common cocklebur, crabgrass, dandelions,
jimsonweed, quackgrass, common and giant ragweed, field sandbur, velvetleaf, and wild
sunflower. Weeds a so include anything that is horticulturally out of place. For example, a
tree seedling isaweed in avegetable garden. A property owner may establish that a plant or
plantsare not horticulturaly out of place by providing awritten landscape plan for theareain
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City of Newport Section 1380 Signs

Section 1380 - Signs

1380.01 Pur pose and Hatent:Definitions.

A. Findings. The City Council hereby finds the following:

1. Exterior signs have a substantial impact on the character and quality of the environment.

2. Signs provide an important medium through which individuals may convey a variety of
messages.

3. Signs can create traffic hazards, aesthetic concerns, and detriments to property values,
thereby threatening the public health, safety and welfare.

4. The City’s zoning regulations have historicaly included regulation of signs in an effort to
provide adequate means of expression and to promote the economic viability of the business
community, while protecting the city and its citizens from a proliferation of signs of a type,
size, location, and character that would adversely impact upon the aesthetics of the
community and threaten the health, safety, and welfare of the community. The regulation of
the physical characteristics of signs within the City has had a positive impact on traffic safety
and the appearance of the community.

B. Purpose and Intent. It is not the purpose or intent of this sign ordinance to regulate the message
displayed on any sign; nor is it the purpose or intent of this article to regulate any building design
or any display not defined as a sign, or any sign which cannot be viewed from outside a building.
The purpose and intent of this articleisto:

1. Regulate the number, location, size, type, illumination and other physica characteristics of
signs within the city in order to promote the public health, safety, and welfare.

2. Maintain, enhance and improve the aesthetic environment of the city by preventing visua
clutter that is harmful to the appearance of the community.

3. Improve the visua appearance of the city while providing for effective means of
communication, consistent with constitutional guarantees and the city’s goals of public safety
and aesthetics.

4. Provide for fair and consistent enforcement of the sign regulations set forth under the zoning
authority of the City.

C. Effect. A sign may be erected, mounted, displayed or maintained in the city if it is in
conformance with the provisions of these regulations. The effect of this sign ordinanceisto:

1. Allow avariety of sign types, sizes and locations by zoning district, subject to the standards
set forth in this sign ordinance.

2. Allow certain small, unobtrusive signs incidental to the principa use of a site in all zones
when in compliance with the requirements of this sign ordinance.
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City of Newport Section 1380 Signs

3. Prohibit signs whose location, size, type, illumination, or other physica characteristics
negatively affect the environment and where the communication can be accomplished by
having less impact on the environment and the public health, safety, and welfare.

4. Providefor the enforcement of the provisions of this sign ordinance.

1380.02 _Sever ability.

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Sign Ordinance is for any reason held to be
invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Sign Ordinance. The
City Council hereby declares that it would have adopted the Sign Ordinance in each section, subsection,
sentence, or phrase thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences,
clauses, or phrases be declared invalid.

1380.03 Definitions.

A. Abandoned sign: Any sign and/or its supporting sign structure which remains without a
message or whose display surface remains blank for a period of one (1) year or more, or any
sign which pertains to a time, event or purpose which no longer applies, shall be deemed to
have been abandoned. Signs applicable to a business temporarily suspended because of a
change in ownership or management of such business shall not be deemed abandoned unless
the property remains vacant for a period of one (1) year or more. Any sign remaining after
demolition of a principal structure shall be deemed to be abandoned. Signs which are present
because of being legally established nonconforming signs or signs which have required a
conditional use permit or avariance shall also be subject to the definition of abandoned sign.

A-B. Accessory Sign: A sign relating in its subject matter to the premises-en-which-it-istocated;—or

to—products—accommedations—services-use(s) or activities on the premises on which it is
|ocated.

C.  Accessory Use: A use which is subordinate to the principal use being made of a parcel of land.
Accessory uses are defined in the Zoning Code.

D. Awning: A roof-like cover, often of fabric, plastic, metal or glass designed and intended for
protection from the weather or as a decorative embellishment, and which projects from a wall
or roof of astructure primarily over a window, walk or the like. Any part of an awning which
also projects over adoor shall be counted as an awning.

B-E. Awning Sign: A building sign or graphic printed on or in some fashion attached directly to the
awning material.

1380-2



City of Newport Section 1380 Signs

E:F. Banners and Pennants: Attention-getting devices which resemble flags and are of a
nonpermanent paper, cloth or plastic-like consistency.

| F.G. Bench Signs: A sign which is affixed to a bench or shelter at a bus stop.

G:H. Billboard: A large edtdeer-agvertistagoff-site sign-strueture mounted on one or more legs and
des gned to dlsplay posters or other composte graphlcs-advemsemen%swhepe—the-advemsed

| H-I.  Building: A freestanding structure or group of structures joined by a common wall.

J. Building Sign: A sign attached or supported by any structure used or intended for supporting
any use or occupancy.

K. Canopy and Marquee: A roof like structure projecting over the entrance to a theater—store;
ete:building.

L. Canopy Sign: A sign that is part of or attached to a canopy.

M. Changeable copy sign: A sign or portion thereof with characters, letters, or illustrations that
can be changed or arranged without altering the face or the surface of the sign. Changeable
copy signs do not include signs upon which characters, letters, or illustrations change or
rearrange only once in a 24-hour period or less often.

L-N. District: A specific zoning district as defined in the Zoning Ordinance.

| M-0. Dynamic Display Sign: “Dynamic display” shall mean any characteristics of asign that appear
to have movement or that appear to change, caused by any method other than physically
removing and replacing the sign or its components, whether the apparent movement or change
isin the display, the sign structure itself, or any other component of the sign. Thisincludes a
display that incorporates a technology or method allowing the sign face to change the image
without having to physically or mechanically replace the sign face or its components. This also
includes any rotating, revolving, moving, flashing, blinking or animated display and any
display that incorporates rotating panels, LED lights manipulated though digital input, “digital
ink” or any other method or technology that allows the sign face to present a series of images or

displays.
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P. Flag: Any fabric or similar lightweight material attached at one end of the material, usually to a
staff or pole, so as to alow movement of the material by atmospheric changes and which
contains distinctive colors, patterns, symbols, emblems, insignia, or other symbolic devices.

N-OQ. Free-Sstanding Sign: A sign whi a
structurethat is attached to, erected on, or supported by an archltecturallv planned structure
(such as apole, mast, frame, or other structure) that is not itself an integral part of or attached to
abuilding or other structure. This definition includes pylon signs and monument signs.

R. Height of Sign: The vertical distance measured from the base of the sign at grade to the top of
the highest attached component of the sign.

©.S. Illuminated Sign: Any sign which is illuminated by an artificial light source, which shall
include all eectronic signs utilizing internal light sources and any sign that makes use of
eectric lighting to reflect off of an otherwise opague message surface.

T. Interior Sign: A sign which islocated within the interior of any building, or within an enclosed

lobby or court of any building, and a sign for and located within the inner or outer body, court
of entrance of any theater.

U. Legally established nonconforming sign: A sign and its support structure lawfully erected
prior to the effective date of this ordinance which fails to conform to the requirements of this
ordinance. A sign which was erected in accordance with a variance granted prior to the
adoption of this ordinance and which does not comply with this ordinance shall be deemed to
be alegal nonconforming sign. A sign which was unlawfully erected shall be deemed to be an

illegal sign.

V. Monument or Ground Sign: A freestanding sign not supported by exposed posts or poles
located directly at the grade where the width dimension of the architecturally-designed base is
50 percent or more of the greatest width of the sign face.

W. Multiple Tenant Site: A site which has more than one (1) tenant, and each tenant has a
separate ground level exterior public entrance.

X.  Non-Accessory Sign: A-—sign-etherthan—an—aceessory-sign-A _sign that is not related in its

subj ect matter to the use(s) or activities at the premises on which it is |ocated.

Y. Off-premises Sign: A sign that directs attention to a use or activity that is not located upon the
premises wherethe sign is located or to which it is attached.

R:Z. Permanent Sign: Any sign which is not atemporary sign.
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LLAA. Portable Sign: A sign which is not permanently attached to the ground or any structure and
so designed as to be movable from one location to another, including by trailer or on its own
wheelsr.

| \-BB. Principal Building: A freestanding structure and/or multi- tenant building sharing common
walls.

| WLCC. Projecting Sign: Any sign, al or any part of which extends over public property more than
twelve (12) inches.

X-DD. Pylon Sign: A freestanding area-tdentification-sign erected on a single pole structure that

greater than twenty (20) feet in height,_usually Hrtenrded-forfreeway—advertisig-located on a
state or interstate highway.

| ¥-EE.Roof Sign: Any sign erected upon or projecting above the roofline of a structure to which it is
affixed.

| ZFF.Sign: Any letter, word or symbol, device, poster, picture, statuary, reading matter or
representation in the nature of an advertisement, announcement, message or visua
communication whether painted, posted, printed, affixed or constructed, which is displayed
outdoors or on awindow or on the interior of a building within three (3) feet of a window and
clearly visible from the outside of said building for informationa or communicative purposes.

| AAGG.  Sign Area: That area within the marginal lines of the surface which bears the
advertisement, or in the case of messages, figures or symbols attached directly to any part of the
building, that area which is included in the smallest rectangle which can be made to
circumscribe the message, figure or symbol displayed thereon. The stipulated maximum sign
areafor afreestanding sign refersto a single facing.

HH. Street Frontage: The edge of a street along a parcel. An interior lot has one (1) street frontage
and a corner |ot two (2) such frontages.

BB-II. Sign _Structure: A structure including the supports, uprights, bracing and framework
which support or are capable of supporting asign.

ccJl. Temporary Sign: A sign which is erected or displayed for a limited period of time.
Temporary signs are typicaly constructed of lightweight, non-permanent materials and
structures.

| DB.KK. Traffic Directional Sign: A sign which is erected by a governmental unit for the purpose
of directing or guiding traffic.

LL. Wall Sign: Any-sign-which-isaffixed-to-a-wall-ef-any-buitding-A sign attached parallel to, but

within two (2) feet of a wall, painted on the wall surface, or erected and confined within the
limits of an outside wall of abuilding or structure, which is supported by such wall or building,
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and which displays one (1) sign surface.

FEMM.  Window Sign: A building sign, pictures, symbol, or combination thereof that is placed
inside awindow, or upon the window glass, and is visible from the exterior of the window.

| 1380.034 _Administration and Enfor cement.

| A. Permits. Except as provided in Section 1380.06 below, the owner or occupant of the premises on
which a sign is to be displayed, or the owner or installer of such signs, shall file an application
provided by the City Zoning Administrator for permission to display such sign. Sign Permits,
Conditional Use Permits, or Interim Use Permits must be acquired for all existing, new, relocated,
modified or redesigned signs as specified in this section, except those specifically exeepmpted
below. _The content of the sign shall not be reviewed or considered in determining whether to
approve or deny asign permit.

The applicant shall submit the following information with the application:

1. Names and addresses of the owners of the proposed sign and property where it is proposed to
be placed.

2. Thelegal description of the property where the sign will be placed.

3. A complete set of plans showing the location, setbacks, elevation(s), size materials, and
details of the sign to fully and clearly represent the construction and placement of the sign,
and cost of the sign.

4. Thetypeof sign (i.e. wall sign, monument sign, €tc.).

5. If the sign is proposed to be located along a state trunk highway or interstate highway, the
application shall be accompanied by proof that the applicant has obtained al required permits
from the state for the sign.

approve S|gn Permlt ; ;
thspecter.  The review penod shaII be consstent W|th Mlnneﬁota Statutes 15.99 or successor
statutes. _If the permit is denied, the Zoning Administrator shall prepare a written notice
describing the reason for denial and the applicant’s appeal rights, and send it by certified mail,
return receipt requested, to the applicant.

C. If asign authorized by a permit has not been installed within three-{3)}-menthsone hundred and
eighty (180) days after the date of issuance of sard-permita sign permit, the permit shall become
null and void.

1380.05 Appeals.

A. A permit applicant or permit holder may appeal any order or determination made by the City
Zoning Administrator or her/his deputies pursuant to this Ordinance by filing a notice of appeal
with the City Administrator requesting a hearing before the Planning Commission. The Planning
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Commission will hear:

1. Appeds where it is dleged that there is an error in any order, requirement, decision or
determination made by the administrative officer in the enforcement of this Ordinance.

2. Reguestsfor variances from the literal provisions of this Ordinance.

B. Upon completion of said public hearing, the Planning Commission will forward to the Newport
City Council arecommendation on said appeal for final approval/disapproval.

Exemptions:1380.06  Exemptions

A. The exemptions permittedallowed by this section shall apply only to the requirement of a permit
and shall not be construed as excusing the installer of the sign, or the owner of the property upon
which the sign is located, from complying with the other provisions of this Ordinance. No permit
is required under this section for the following signs:

1. Signswhich are completely within a building, are not on or within three (3) feet of a window
and are not visible from the outside of said building.

3.2. Nameplate or address plate not exceeding two (2) square feet in size.
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3. Garage-sdle-Signs.Signs that are six (6) square feet in area or less on a property for the
duration permitted by this Section.

4. Signs erected by the City on City properties.

5. Window signsin Business, Industrial and Mixed-Use Districts that comply with this Section.

6. Non-commercia signs that comply with Minnesota Statutes 211B.045 or successor statutes.

7. Signs may be placed on parcels that are currently offered for sale provided such signs are not
closer than 10 feet to any property line and shall not exceed thirty-six (36) square feet in area
for multifamily residential, commercial, industrial or mixed uses. One sign shall be permitted
for each street frontage.

8. Signs may be erected on parcels that are currently under construction for single-family or
multiple-family residences. The plat of the development shall be recorded with the
Washington County Recorder prior to the erection of a sign. Such signs are subject to the
following standards:

a__ Such signs shall not exceed one hundred (100) square feet in area

b. Only one (1) such sign shall be erected on each road frontage with a maximum of three
(3) such signs per project.

c. Such signs shall be removed when the project is eighty percent (80%) completed, sold or
|eased.

d. Such signs shall be located on the property which isfor sae.

e. Signs for nonresidential property, multiple-family developments of four (4) or more
dwelling units and single-family developments of four (4) or more dwelling units shall be
located no closer than one hundred (100) feet to any residence not part of the project.

9. Back-lighted signs are allowed on the ends of bus shelters, and signs are allowed on benches
at bus stops.

1380.087_ Violationsand Fines.

A. If the City Zoning Administrator or her/his deputies finds that any sign regulated by this
Ordinance is prohibited as to size, location, eentent—type, number, height, or method of
construction, or is unsafe, insecure or a menace to the public, or if any sign has been constructed
or erected without a permit first being granted to the installer of said sign or to the owner of the
property upon which said sign has been erected if a permit is required for the sign, or if the owner
fails to properly maintain said sign in a safe, orderly condition a all times, including the
replacement of defective parts, or isin violation of any other provisions of this Ordinance, the
City Zoning Administrator shall give written notice of such violation to the owner or permittee
thereof. If the owner or permittee fails to comply with the provision set forth in this Ordinance
within ten (10) calendar days following receipt of said notice:
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1. Nuisance. Such sign shal be deemed to be a nuisance and may be abated by the City by
proceedings taken under Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 429, and the cost of abatement,
including administration expenses, may be levied as a special assessment againgt the property
upon which the sign islocated.
2. Penalty. Failure to comply with the provisions of this ordinance shall be a misdemeanor.

B. Any property owner that leases building space or land on and/or within their property has a
responsibility to assist, asis applicable, in the enforcement of this section with their tenants.

1380.08 General Provisions Applicableto All Districts.

A—AIl permanent signs shall be constructed in accordance with the current Minnesota State Building
Code and National Electric Code. To the extent that any conflict exists between those provisions
and the provision of the City Code, to the extent the City Code provisions are more restrictive,
they shall apply. All signs shall be constructed in such a manner and of such materia that they
shall be safe and substantial, provided that nothing in this Code shall be interpreted as authorizing
the erection or construction of any sign not now permissible under the Zoning or Building Codes

of the City.
A
B

. All permanent signs utilizing €l ectricity shall be subject to the State's current Electrical Code and
electrical wiring shall be buried or concealed.

C. All permanent sign structures shall be designed and constructed to withstand a wind pressure of
not less than eighty (80) M.P.H., or as determined by the current Minnesota State Building Code.

CSenpere-ProviconsAonheablafo Al Dyctyr ieis

D. Freestanding and Monument Signs

1. Permanent Nnon-accessory freestanding and wall signs are prohibited in all districts, except
in areas specially designated in this Ordinance.

2:2. Freestanding signs along major thoroughfares (1494 and T.H. 61) shall be subject to a review
by the Zoning Administrator. The focus of the review is to assure the quality of the sign with
regard to design and materials - Section 1380.03, B. Furthermore, the Zoning Administrator
will consider the signs' relationship to any architectural theme of existing or proposed
structuresin the area.

Any free-standing sign within twenty-five (25) feet of any
intersection of street right-of-way lines and/or driveway entrances shall have vertica
clearance for proper visibility by motorists on all affected roadways.
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CE.  No sign; other than public traffic controls—direction-or-street-name-signs—or-campaign
yare-sighs—_shall be erected er—temperanJy—wﬂhm any street rlght of-way or upon any publlc

| BF. A permit for asign to be located within fifty (50) feet of any street or highway regulatory
or warning sign, or of any traffic sign or signal, or of any crossroad or crosswalk, will be issued
only if:

1. The sign will not interfere with the ability of drivers and pedestrians to see any street or
highway sign, or any traffic sign or signal, or any crossroad or crosswalk, and

2. Thesign will not distract drivers nor offer any confusion to any street or highway sign, or any
traffic sign or signal. The burden of establishing whether a particular sign configuration will
not disturb or confuse drivers will be on the applicant seeking to construct the sign.

G. Roof signs shall be prohibited in all districts.

EH. Signs attached or supported on a permanently parked vehicle or semi-trailers intended to
advertise a business, product or service are prohibited in all districts.  This does not include
signs painted directly on a vehicle or semi-trailer used in the business or facility, or on site for
busi ness purposes.

signs, except permltted Temporary S|qns and permltted Pvl on sqns and Blllboards in business,

commercial, and industrial districts, are prohibited in all districts.

G.J.No sign shall contain any obscene matter as described by Minnesota Statutes Section 617.241 or
successor statutes.

| 1380.049 District Regulations.

| A. hadditiento-these-signspermitted-ir-all-distriets—+The following signs are permitted-allowed in

each specific digtrict and shall be regulated as to size, location and character according to the
requirements herein set forth:
1. Residential Districts:

a.__ Non-commercia signs that comply with Minnesota Statutes 211B.045 or successor
statutes.
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b. Temporary signs that are a maximum of twenty (20) square feet in size. A maximum of
three (3) Temporary Signs are allowed per parcel in residential districts. Temporary signs
may be displayed for a maximum of fourteen (14) days, up to two (2) times per year.

c. Signs may be placed on parcels that are currently offered for sale for multifamily
properties providing such signs are not closer than 10 feet to any property line and shall
not exceed thirty-six (36) square feet in area for multi-family residences. One sign shall
be permitted for each street frontage.

d. One monument sign up to thirty-two (32) square feet per street frontage shall be allowed
by sign permit for residential subdivisions and multiple-unit developments. The sign
may be a maximum of six feet in height. The sign shall be designed to be architecturaly
compatible with the building or project with the base of the sign consisting of colors and
materials compatible to the building or project.

e. Signs may be erected on parcels that are currently under construction for single-family or

multipl e-fam Iy residencesi |n compliance W|th the reqw rements of Section 1380.04.

af. The Mmaximum Hheight of Free-Standing Signs in Residential Districts shall be —Eeight
(8) feet.

g. Lighting: Lighting must be |nd| rect or diffused and comply with the reqw rements of thls
Zoning Ordinance.-Byna , .

b:h. The following types of signs are not allowed in residential zoning districts or on parcels
with residential uses in all other districts. Awning Signs, Canopy Signs, Changeable
Copy Signs, Dynamic Display Signs, Flashing Signs, Marquee Signs, Pole Signs, and
Pylon Signs.

2. Businesss‘Commercial/lndustrial Districts:

a_ Temporary Signs. Temporary Signs or banners that are a maximum twenty (20) square
feet in size are adlowed. A maximum of three (3) Temporary Signs are alowed per
parcel on commercia properties in Business, Commercial, Mixed-Use and Industrial
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Districts. Temporary signs may be displayed for a maximum of thirty (30) consecutive
days. No Sign Permit isreguired for Temporary Signs.

Temporary signs shall include: banners, pennants, portable bulletin signs, freestanding
signs, streamers, and sandwich boards. The design and construction of all said signs shall
be professional |ooking and not be allowed to become torn or weathered.

Temporary signs such as flying signs, air inflated devices, and search lights shall not be
alowed at any timein any zoning district.

aDb. WaII Signs: One (1) waII sgn for each bus ness shall be allowed on each Street frontage
Lotk Rg. The total

area of aII wall S|gns afﬂxed to a bUI|dI ng WaII shaII not exceed twenty percent (20%) of

the total area of that wall. No individual wall sign shall exceed one hundred and fifty
(150) sguare feet. _ The business or property owner shall obtain a Sign Permit for each

Wall Sign.

A wall sign shall not project more than eighteen (18) inches from the wall to which the
sign is to be affixed. Furthermore, wall mounted signs shall not exceed the roof line on
any building.

b.c. Permanent Freestanding Signs. One (1) permanent freestanding sign is permitted-allowed
for each building for each street frontage._ The business or property owner shall obtain a
Sign Permit for each permanent Freestanding Sign.

Thetotal area of afreestanding sign for a building having one (1) street frontage shall not
exceed eighty (80) square feet. Where a building has two (2) or more street frontages,
each permitted-permitted freestanding sign in excess of one (1) shall be no greater than

one—half (12 the area of the first sgn Maplewoed-Ordinance—The-sign-shall-be
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| Local-Street | 80 | 10 |

No part of a permanent freestanding sign shall be closer than ten (10) feet to the front
property line or exceed thity-fivetwelve (3512) feet in height. The height shal be
measured from the base of the sign or grade of the nearest adjacent roadway, whichever
islower, to the top edge of the said sign.

d. Portable Signs. One (1) portable bulletin sign up to fifteen-forty (#540) square feet may

be displayed only during the merchant's business hours;. The business or property owner
shall obtainwith a Sign pPermit_for a Portable Sign if the sign has electrical components.
Such sgns shaII be Iocated W|th|n the width of the storefront to which it is related and

ry-Skgns:and shall not be placed

W|th| n the publlc r|qht of-wav or public easements

g-e. Multi-tenant Monument Signs. One monument sign shall be permitted for each multi-
tenant building provided the surface area of the sign does not exceed one hundred (100)
sguare feet per side, fifteen (15) feet in height, and is setback in no case less than twenty
(20) feet from the property lines. The area may be increased to maximum of one hundred
and fifty (150) square feet per side for developments of over twenty (20) acres.

hf. PRylon Signs: Retaill and service establishments on property abutting an interstate
freeway or state highway right-of-way may erect one (1) pylon sign for each building
and/or building owned by a corporate entity or business. Said sign shall not exceed one
hundred fifty (150) square feet of display surface area and shall be in addition to their one
(1) free-standing sign or wall sign.

Pylon sign must be placed a minimum of fifty (50) feet from the right-of-way of
highways or interstate roadways. The maximum allowed height of pylon signs is thirty-

five (35) feet unless the City approves an mcrease |n the hei qht of the sign. lheml-nt-mem

1. Application may be made to the city for a variance to increase the maximum pylon
sign height on alot having the following characteristics.

a. Thelot abutsthe right-of-way of an interstate freeway or state highway or abuts a
frontage road immediately adjacent to an interstate freeway or state highway.

b. Thelot does not have and is not permitted-all owed to have directional signage on
the interstate freeway or state highway directing the public to the subject lot.

2. To be digible for a variance to increase sign height, the application shall be
1380-13
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accompanied by the following drawings drawn to scale:

a. A site plan showing the location of the proposed sign, property lines of the
subject property, road alignments of adjacent streets and highways and the
locations of any cross sectional drawings necessary to analyze the request.

b. Cross sectiona drawings necessary to analyze the request showing the entire
traveled surface of the freeway or state highway, any retaining walls or fences,
any frontage roads, and the proposed sign location.

3. The Zoning Administrator may approve an application for a variance to increase
pylon sign height which meets the criteria set forth in 1380.04,A.,2.,d.,1) where the
proposed sign plan meets each of the following requirements:

| a Thesignisno higher than necessary to permit-allow the bottom edge of the sign
face to be visible from at least fifty percent (50%) of the traveled surface of the
interstate or state highway.

b. Thetop of the sign face is no more than twelve (12) feet above the bottom of the
sign face.

c. Thelocation of the sign is such that the increase in sign height is minimized.

d. Thesign face shall not exceed one hundred fifty (150) square feet.

Flags: Anindividual business and institution may have no more than three (3) flags or forty-
five (45) square feet of flag surface displayed at any one time.

h. Illuminated Signs: The Building Inspector and Zoning Administrator, in granting permits
for illuminated signs, shall specify the hours during which the same-sign may be kept
lighted to prevent the creation of a nuisance. All illuminated signs designed to reflect
light off of a light source shall have a shielded light source that will prevent the direct
view of that light source from any passing roadway or residence a grade. Any
illuminated sign located within fifty (50) feet of alot line of a Residential District shall be
diffused or indirect so as not to direct rays of light into adjacent residences.
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ci. Dynamic Display Signs. Any dynamic display sign located within fifty (50) feet of alot
line of a Residential District shall comply with the requirements of this section, and shall
be turned off or programmed to go blank between the hours of 10 p.m. and 6 am., daily.

All Dynamic Display Signs in Business and Industry Districts that are in close proximity
to Residential Districts and residential property located in a Business, Commercia and
Industria District shall be designed so as to illuminate the sign and not residential
property. All dynamic display signs, regardless of zoning district, shall comply with the
following:

1. Portable, dynamic display signs are not allowed as permanent signsin any Digtrict.

2. The following standards shall apply to image duration, transition, and other
characterigtics of signs with dynamic display:

3. Aninterim use permit is required for dynamic display signs that is a one-time permit
and non-transferable.

4. Signswith dynamic display that are oriented toward the public right of way shall not
include moving video images.

5. Business and identification signs with dynamic display may either have stable text
and/or stable images, or they may have scrolling text and/or scrolling images. Signs
with dynamic display which contain stable text and/or stable images may not change
their text or image more than once every eight (8) seconds. Signs with dynamic
display which contain scrolling text and/or scrolling images may not scroll at a rate
faster than one (1) word per second, where words contain an average of five (5)
characters each.

6. For stable text and/or stable images, the transition from one static display to another
must be direct and immediate without any special effects except for fading and
dissolving that takes | ess than one (1) second.

7. Signs with dynamic display shall not emit sound except of those at drive-through
sales and services.

8. Other modes of displaying messages are prohibited. Modes which cause the message
to flash are prohibited.

9. All dynamic display signs shal ceme—-be equipped with automatic dimming
technology that automatically adjusts the sign’s brightness in direct correlation in
natural ambient light conditions. Between dusk and dawn, the sign shall not exceed a
brightness level of five hundred (500) nits. At no time shall any dynamic display sign
exceed an illumination level of 0.3 foot candles above ambient light as measured
using afoot candle (Lux) meter at a preset distance depending on sign area, measured

asfollows:
Areaof Sign M easurement
sq. ft. Distance (ft.)
10 32
15 39
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20 45
25 50
30 55
35 59
40 63
45 67
50 71

* For signs with an area in square feet other than those specifically listed in the table
(i.e., 12 sq ft, 400 sq ft, etc), the measurement distance may be calculated with the
following formula:

M easurement Distance = the square root of the area of signin Sg. Ft. x 100

10. Prior to permitting any dynamic display sign, the applicant shall submit a signed
letter from the dynamic display sign manufacturer certifying that the dynamic display
sign has been calibrated to comply with the requirements of this Section.

11. The portion of any dynamic or illuminated sign that is used for the conveyance of any
message will be included within the overall size of the sign. For purposes of this
section, the permitted size of a dynamic or illuminated sign shall be calculated so as
to include the full height and width of the sign structure immediately surrounding the

message area.

| €. Canopy and Marguee Signs: Canopies and marquees shall be considered to be an integral
part of the structure to which they are accessory. Signs may be attached to a canopy or
marquee but such structure shall not be considered as part of the wall area-and-thus-shalt

netwarrant-additional-sign-area.

| K. Window Signs: Signs located on a window or on the interior of a building within three
(3) feet of a window and clearly visible from the outside of said building shall be
regulated by this section. Said signs shall not exceed fifty-eighty percent (580%) of the
window area and shall be designed; and constructed to be professional in appearance ;
and maintained in good repair and be clearly readable-to—be-professionaltooking.
Window signs do not require a Sign Permit.
e—

| £|. Residentia Uses_in Business, Commercial and Industrial Districts: Any residential
building located in a Business District shall meet the sign requirements of 1380.04, 1.
(Residentia Districts).

| 1.3.Mixed Use Digtricts:

a  Any residentia building in a Mixed Use, Business or Commercial District shall meet the
sign requirements of 1380.049 A 1. (Residentia Districts—R-3).

b. Any business’commercial_or mixed-use building in a Mixed Use District shall meet the
sign requirements of 1380.04;9 A 2. (BusinessCommercial/Industrial Districts).

| 1380.0510 Billboards.
A. It shal be unlawful to erect in the city a billboard without first having obtained a license
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therefore. Application for the license shall be made to the Zoning Administrator upon a form
furnished by him or her and accompanied by a fee as established from time to time by the
Council, which license fee shall be pro-rated so as to have the license expire on January 31% of
each year. Each license shall be issued for a period of one year, except that in the first year of
issuance a license shall be valid for that portion of a year ending the following January 31.

B. Every billboard located in the city upon any thoroughfare shall be located at least three thousand
(3,000) feet apart from another billboard and may not, in any event, be located nearer than one
thousand, five hundred (1,500) feet from any road or highway intersection.

C. A billboard may only be erected in an I-1 Light Industrial District, shall not exceed five hundred
fifty (550) square feet, shall be no higher than twenty-five (25) feet above existing grade level,
shall be set back at least ten (10) feet from any property lines, and shall not have flashing lights or
moving parts of any kind.

The minimum allowable distance of a billboard to any building shall be twenty-five (25) feet, to
any Residential Didgrict five hundred (500) feet, and no portion of any billboard shall occupy air
space above any driveway or parking area.

D. Every billboard shall be repainted by the licensee at least once every two (2) years.

E. There shal be filed with the City Clerk-Administrator a perpetua bond in favor of the city in the
penal sum of two hundred and fifty and no/100 ($250.00) dollars for each billboard. The bond
shall be issued by sureties in a form approved by the City Attorney. The condition of the bond
shall be full compliance with this Section.

F. A billboard may be an éectronic or illuminated sign. Any such billboard, however, must meet
the additional requirements imposed upon such signs as are otherwise stated in this Section.

1380.11 Sign Maintenance.

A. All signs, hillboards, and ane-other advertising structures together with their supports, braces,
quvs and anchors -shall be maintained in good @all‘ and condltlon ~and the area around them

v terial Every sign and immediate
surroundl ng premises shaII be ma nta| ned by the owner or person in charge thereof in a clean
sanitary, and inoffensive condition and fee and clear of all obnoxious substances, rubbish, and
weeds. .

B. Thedisplay surfaces of all signs and supports shall be kept neatly painted or posted at all times.

C. All signs which are unsafe, dangerous, and/or unsightly shall be repaired or removed. Unsafe or
dangerous signs shall be removed or otherwise properly secured by the property owner and/or
sign owner upon receipt of notice to do so by the city. Any abandoned, unsafe, or illegal sign is
hereby declared to be a danger to the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Newport and is
declared to be a public nuisance subject to abatement and assessment, except that legally
established nonconforming signs shall not be abated until they have been abandoned for more

than one year.

128000 Aoneals
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1380.162 Nonconforming Signs.

A. All non-conforming signs shall be brought into compliance within sixty (60) days of a change in
the principle business use.

B. Any business or property with signs not in compliance with the standards of this Section, but
which were in place legally on the date of the adoption of this Code, may retain such signs as
legal non-conforming uses. Such signs may be maintained normally. A significant change in the
size, shape, design, or materials of the sign, as determined by the Zoning Administrator, shall be
in conformance with all standards of this Section.

C. Any nonconforming temporary or portable sign existing at the time of adoption of this Ordinance
shall be made to comply with the requirements set forth herein or shall be removed within one (1)
year after the adoption of this Ordinance.

1380.143 Sign M aterials and Construction

A. Nonstructural Trim. Nonstructural trim and portable display surfaces may be of wood, stone,
metal, approved plastics, or any combination thereof, provided that Subsection 1380.10 is
satisfied where applicable.

| B. 138012 Anchorage.

| 1. Structural Mmembers supporting unbraced signs shall be so proportioned that the bearing
loads imposed on the soil in either direction, horizontal or vertical, shall not exceed the safe
values. Braced ground signs shall be anchored to resist the specified wind or seismic load
acting in any direction. Anchors and supports shall be designed for safe bearing loads on the
soil and for an effective resistance to pull-out amounting to a force twenty-five (25) percent
greater than the required resistance to overturning. Anchors and supports shall penetrate to a
depth below ground greater than that of the frost line.

2. Portable ground signs supported by frames or posts rigidly attached to the base shall be so
proportioned that the weight and size of the base shall be adequate to resist wind pressure.

3. Signs attached to masonry, concrete, or steel shall be safely and securely fastened thereto by
means of metal anchors, bolts, or approved expansion screws of sufficient size and anchorage
to support the loads applied.

4. No wooded blocks or plugs, or anchors with wood used in connection with screws or nails,
1380-18



City of Newport
shall be considered proper anchorage, except in the case of signs attached to wood framing.

| 5 No anchor or support of any sign shall be connected to, or supported by, an unbraced parapet
wall unless such wall is designed in accordance with the requirements for parapet walls
specified for seismic zonesin the then adopted Uniform Building Code.

| C. 1380-13-Display Surfaces. Display surfacesin all types of signs may be made of metal, glass or
approved plastics, provided Subsection 1380.10 is satisfied where applicable.

| D. 1380-134-Glassand Plastic Thickness and Area Limitations:

1. Sections of approved plastics on wall signs shall not exceed one hundred fifty (150) square
feetin area

2. Sections of approved plastics on signs other than wall signs may be greater than one hundred
fifty (150) square feet in areaif allowed by the area regulations of the Zoning District, and if
approved by the Building Inspector.

3. Sections of approved plastics on wall signs shall be separated three (3) feet laterally and six
(6) feet vertically by the required exterior wall construction. Sections of approved plastics on
signs other than wall signs may not be required to be separated if approved by the Building
Inspector.

4. Glassthickness and arealimitations shall be as follows:

Section 1380 Signs

Any Dimension Minimum Area Thickness of Glass Type of Glass
(ininches) (in square inches) (ininches)
30 500 1/8 Plain, Plate or Wired
45 700 3/16 Plain, Plate or Wired
144 3600 va Plain, Plate or Wired
Over 144 Over 3600 14 Wired Glass

E.
astic Materials—: The Building Inspector shall require that
suff|C| ent technical data be submitted to substantiate the proposed use of any plastic material and,
if it is determined that the evidence submitted is satisfactory for the use intended, he or she may
approveits use.

| 1380.164

Electric Signs.

CA. Electricd equipment used in connection with display signs shall be ingaled in
1380-19
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PLANNING COMMISSION
RESOLUTION NO. P.C. 2016-1

A RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING CITY COUNCIL APPROVE A ZONING AMENDMENT TO SECTION
1320 NONCONFORMING USES, LOTS, AND STRUCTURES

WHEREAS, The City has been working to clean up language in its Zoning Code to match State Statutes; and

WHEREAS, City staff found that Section 1320.06 does not match the State Statutes in regards to the destruction of non-
conforming structures,; and

WHEREAS, The Planning Commission held a public hearing to have Section 1320.06 match the State Statutes at its
meeting of Thursday, January 14, 2016; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Newport Planning Commission recommends Newport City
Council approval of a Zoning Amendment to amend the present language found in Section 1320 Nonconforming Uses,
Lots, and Structures. It will read asfollows:

Section 1320 Nonconforming Uses, L ots, and Structures

1320.06 Destruction. If a nonconforming structure is destroyed by any cause to an extent exceeding fifty (50) percent of
its fair market value, as indicated by the records of the county assessor, and no building permit has been applied for within
one hundred eighty (180) days of when the property is damaged, the use of the same thereafter shall conform to the
current zoning requirements,

Adopted this 14th day of January, 2016 by the Newport Planning Commission.

VOTE: Mahmood
Haley
Prestegaard
Taylor
Tweeten

Signed:

Anthony Mahmood, Chairperson
ATTEST:
Deb Hill, City Administrator




PLANNING COMMISSION
RESOLUTION NO. P.C. 2016-2

A RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING CITY COUNCIL APPROVE A ZONING AMENDMENT TO SECTION

1330 GENERAL DISTRICT REGULATIONS

WHEREAS, The City has been working to update language in its Zoning Code; and

WHEREAS, City staff received requests to change language regarding trash enclosures; and

WHEREAS, City staff feels that the current language regarding building materials is outdated and difficult to interpret;

and

WHEREAS, The Planning Commission feels it is advantageous to clean up and clarify language regarding trash
enclosures and building materials; and

WHEREAS, The Planning Commission held a public hearing at its meeting of Thursday, January 14, 2016; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Newport Planning Commission recommends Newport City
Council approval of a Zoning Amendment to amend the present language found in Section 1330 General Didtrict
Regulations. It will read asfollows:

Section 1330 General District Regulations

1330.05 Perfor mance Standar ds

Subd. 3 Building Materials. Exterior building materials of all non-residential and mixed-use structures shall comply
with the following requirements:

A. Allowable exterior building materials shall be classified as Class |, Il or |1l materials or Accent materials, as
follows:

1

Class | exterior building materials include brick, stone, marble or glass. Bronze-tinted or mirror glass are
prohibited as exterior materials.

Class Il exterior building materias include architecturally-treated concrete panels, cast-in-place concrete,
or pre-cast concrete panels; specialty concrete block (such as textured, burnished, or rock-faced block) or
stucco.

Class Il exterior building materials include unpainted or surface-painted concrete block (scored or
unscored), unpainted or surface-painted plain or ribbed concrete panels, and unfinished or surface-painted
metal .

Accent materials may be wood or metal if appropriately integrated into the overall building design and
not situated in areas that will be subject to physical or environmental damage.

All primary and secondary materials shall be integrally-colored with no painted materials.

Metal storage buildings (commonly called pole buildings) cannot be used in Newport except in the Rural
Estates (RE) Didtrict, or as back yard sheds Industrial Didgtricts if they are screened from view from
residential parcels and public streets, or if approved for use in a Business Didtrict through a Conditional
Use Permit.



B.

Subd.

Business and Mixed-Use Didtricts. Permitted materials for non-residential and mixed-use buildings shall
comply with the following:

1. Class | materials shall cover at least sixty (60) percent of each of the facades of a building.
Architecturally-treated concrete panels, cast-in-place concrete, or pre-cast concrete panels may cover
sixty (60) percent or more of the facade of buildings in Business Districts. Class || materials shall cover
no more than thirty (30) percent of each facade of a building. Accent materials may include door and
window frames, lintels, cornices and other minor elements, and shall cover no more than ten (10) percent
of al facades of abuilding.

Industrial Districts Permitted materials for non-residential buildings shall comply with the following:

1. Class | or Il materials shall cover at least sixty-five (65) percent of each of the facades of a building.
Class I11 or accent materiads shall not cover more than thirty-five (35) percent of each of the facades of a
building in an Industrial District.

Nonconforming buildings. Additions to nonconforming buildings must be constructed with materias
required by this section if the addition exceeds twenty-five (25) percent of the floor area. Exterior remodeling
or alterations to a nonconforming building or development must be constructed with materias required by
this Section. The Zoning Administrator may authorize the use of other materials if the addition, remodeling,
or ateration is deemed to be minor in nature and not visible from a public roadway.

Roof materials. All exposed roof materials in all zoning districts shall be similar to or an architectura
equivalent of asphalt or fiberglass shingles, wood shingles, tile shingles, finished metal standing seam, or
better.

Non-residential buildings containing office and retail uses shall maintain forty (40) percent minimum window
coverage on thefirst floor that faces aroad or public open space.

10 Trash Handling. All refuse and recycling containers must be stored inside of the principle structure or a

fully enclosed accessory structure.

Adopted this 14th day of January, 2016 by the Newport Planning Commission.

ATTEST:

VOTE: Mahmood
Haley
Prestegaard
Taylor
Tweeten

Signed:

Anthony Mahmood, Chairperson

Deb Hill, City Administrator



PLANNING COMMISSION
RESOLUTION NO. P.C. 2016-3

A RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING CITY COUNCIL APPROVE A ZONING AMENDMENT TO SECTION
1380 SIGNS

WHEREAS, The League of Minnesota Cities recently recommended that cities update their sign ordinance due to a
Supreme Court decision regulating signs; and

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court decision states that cities may not have a sign ordinance that differentiates signs based
on topic or content; and

WHEREAS, The Planning Commission feels it is advantageous to amend the City's sign ordinance to reflect this decision
and update the ordinance to address current issues and needs; and

WHEREAS, The Planning Commission held a public hearing at its meeting of Thursday, January 14, 2016; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Newport Planning Commission recommends Newport City

Council approval of a Zoning Amendment to amend the present language found in Section 1380 Sgns. It will read as
follows:

Section 1380 Signs
1380.01 Pur pose and Definitions.
A. Findings. The City Council hereby finds the following:
1. Exterior signs have a substantial impact on the character and quality of the environment.
2. Signs provide an important medium through which individuals may convey a variety of messages.

3. Signs can create traffic hazards, aesthetic concerns, and detriments to property values, thereby threatening the
public health, safety and welfare.

4. The City’s zoning regulations have historically included regulation of signs in an effort to provide adequate
means of expression and to promote the economic viability of the business community, while protecting the
city and its citizens from a proliferation of signs of a type, size, location, and character that would adversely
impact upon the aesthetics of the community and threaten the health, safety, and welfare of the community.
The regulation of the physical characteristics of signs within the City has had a positive impact on traffic
safety and the appearance of the community.

B. Purpose and Intent. It is not the purpose or intent of this sign ordinance to regulate the message displayed on any
sign; nor is it the purpose or intent of this article to regulate any building design or any display not defined as a
sign, or any sign which cannot be viewed from outside a building. The purpose and intent of this article is to:

1. Regulate the number, location, size, type, illumination and other physical characteristics of signs within the
city in order to promote the public health, safety, and welfare.

2. Maintain, enhance and improve the aesthetic environment of the city by preventing visual clutter that is
harmful to the appearance of the community.

3. Improve the visual appearance of the city while providing for effective means of communication, consistent
with constitutional guarantees and the city’s goals of public safety and aesthetics.



C.

4. Provide for fair and consistent enforcement of the sign regulations set forth under the zoning authority of the
City.

Effect. A sign may be erected, mounted, displayed or maintained in the city if it is in conformance with the
provisions of these regulations. The effect of this sign ordinance is to:

1. Allow a variety of sign types, sizes and locations by zoning district, subject to the standards set forth in this
sign ordinance.

2. Allow certain small, unobtrusive signs incidental to the principal use of a site in all zones when in compliance
with the requirements of this sign ordinance.

3. Prohibit signs whose location, size, type, illumination, or other physical characteristics negatively affect the
environment and where the communication can be accomplished by having less impact on the environment
and the public health, safety, and welfare.

4. Provide for the enforcement of the provisions of this sign ordinance.

1380.02 Severability.

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Sign Ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid, such
decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Sign Ordinance. The City Council hereby declares
that it would have adopted the Sign Ordinance in each section, subsection, sentence, or phrase thereof, irrespective of the
fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, or phrases be declared invalid.

1380.03 Definitions.

A

Abandoned sign: Any sign and/or its supporting sign structure which remains without a message or whose
display surface remains blank for a period of one (1) year or more, or any sign which pertains to a time, event or
purpose which no longer applies, shall be deemed to have been abandoned. Signs applicable to a business
temporarily suspended because of a change in ownership or management of such business shall not be deemed
abandoned unless the property remains vacant for a period of one (1) year or more. Any sign remaining after
demolition of a principal structure shall be deemed to be abandoned. Signs which are present because of being
legally established nonconforming signs or signs which have required a conditional use permit or a variance
shall also be subject to the definition of abandoned sign.

Accessory Sign: A sign relating in its subject matter to the use(s) or activities on the premises on which it is
located.

Accessory Use: A use which is subordinate to the principal use being made of a parcel of land. Accessory uses
are defined in the Zoning Code.

Awning: A roof-like cover, often of fabric, plastic, metal or glass designed and intended for protection from the
weather or as a decorative embellishment, and which projects from a wall or roof of a structure primarily over a
window, walk or the like. Any part of an awning which also projects over a door shall be counted as an awning.

Awning Sign: A building sign or graphic printed on or in some fashion attached directly to the awning material.

Banners and Pennants: Attention-getting devices which resemble flags and are of a nonpermanent paper, cloth
or plastic-like consistency.

Bench Signs: A sign which is affixed to a bench or shelter at a bus stop.

Billboard: A large off-site sign mounted on one or more legs and designed to display posters or other



composite graphics.
Building: A freestanding structure or group of structures joined by a common wall.

Building Sign: A sign attached or supported by any structure used or intended for supporting any use or
occupancy.

Canopy and Marquee: A roof like structure projecting over the entrance to a building.
Canopy Sign: A sign that is part of or attached to a canopy.

Changeable copy sign: A sign or portion thereof with characters, letters, or illustrations that can be changed or
arranged without altering the face or the surface of the sign. Changeable copy signs do not include signs upon
which characters, letters, or illustrations change or rearrange only once in a 24-hour period or less often.

District: A specific zoning district as defined in the Zoning Ordinance.

Dynamic Display Sign: “Dynamic display” shall mean any characteristics of a sign that appear to have
movement or that appear to change, caused by any method other than physically removing and replacing the
sign or its components, whether the apparent movement or change is in the display, the sign structure itself, or
any other component of the sign. This includes a display that incorporates a technology or method allowing the
sign face to change the image without having to physically or mechanically replace the sign face or its
components. This also includes any rotating, revolving, moving, flashing, blinking or animated display and any
display that incorporates rotating panels, LED lights manipulated though digital input, “digital ink” or any other
method or technology that allows the sign face to present a series of images or displays.

Flag: Any fabric or similar lightweight material attached at one end of the material, usually to a staff or pole, so
as to allow movement of the material by atmospheric changes and which contains distinctive colors, patterns,
symbols, emblems, insignia, or other symbolic devices.

Freestanding Sign: A sign that is attached to, erected on, or supported by an architecturally-planned structure
(such as a pole, mast, frame, or other structure) that is not itself an integral part of or attached to a building or
other structure. This definition includes pylon signs and monument signs.

Height of Sign: The vertical distance measured from the base of the sign at grade to the top of the highest
attached component of the sign.

[lluminated Sign: Any sign which is illuminated by an artificial light source, which shall include all electronic
signs utilizing internal light sources and any sign that makes use of electric lighting to reflect off of an
otherwise opagque message surface.

Interior Sign: A sign which is located within the interior of any building, or within an enclosed lobby or court
of any building, and a sign for and located within the inner or outer body, court of entrance of any theater.

Legally established nonconforming sign: A sign and its support structure lawfully erected prior to the
effective date of this ordinance which fails to conform to the requirements of this ordinance. A sign which was
erected in accordance with a variance granted prior to the adoption of this ordinance and which does not comply
with this ordinance shall be deemed to be a legal nonconforming sign. A sign which was unlawfully erected
shall be deemed to be an illegal sign.

Monument or Ground Sign: A freestanding sign not supported by exposed posts or poles located directly at
the grade where the width dimension of the architecturally-designed base is 50 percent or more of the greatest
width of the sign face.

Multiple Tenant Site: A site which has more than one (1) tenant, and each tenant has a separate ground level
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FF.
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exterior public entrance.

Non-Accessory Sign: A sign that is not related in its subject matter to the use(s) or activities at the premises on
which it is located.

Off-premises Sign: A sign that directs attention to a use or activity that is not located upon the premises where
the sign is located or to which it is attached.

Permanent Sign: Any sign which is not a temporary sign.

Portable Sign: A sign which is not permanently attached to the ground or any structure and so designed as to
be movable from one location to another, including by trailer or on its own wheels.

Principal Building: A freestanding structure and/or multi- tenant building sharing common walls.
Projecting Sign: Any sign, all or any part of which extends over public property more than twelve (12) inches.

Pylon Sign: A freestanding sign erected on a single pole structure that greater than twenty (20) feet in height,
usually located on a state or interstate highway.

Roof Sign: Any sign erected upon or projecting above the roofline of a structure to which it is affixed.

Sign: Any letter, word or symbol, device, poster, picture, statuary, reading matter or representation in the nature
of an advertisement, announcement, message or visual communication whether painted, posted, printed, affixed
or constructed, which is displayed outdoors or on a window or on the interior of a building within three (3) feet
of a window and clearly visible from the outside of said building for informational or communicative purposes.

Sign Area: That area within the marginal lines of the surface which bears the advertisement, or in the case of
messages, figures or symbols attached directly to any part of the building, that area which is included in the
smallest rectangle which can be made to circumscribe the message, figure or symbol displayed thereon. The
stipulated maximum sign area for a freestanding sign refers to a single facing.

Street Frontage: The edge of a street along a parcel. An interior lot has one (1) street frontage and a corner lot
two (2) such frontages.

Sign Structure: A structure including the supports, uprights, bracing and framework which support or are
capable of supporting a sign.

Temporary Sign: A sign which is erected or displayed for a limited period of time. Temporary signs are
typically constructed of lightweight, non-permanent materials and structures.

Traffic Directional Sign: A sign which is erected by a governmental unit for the purpose of directing or
guiding traffic.

Wall Sign: A sign attached parallel to, but within two (2) feet of a wall, painted on the wall surface, or erected
and confined within the limits of an outside wall of a building or structure, which is supported by such wall or
building, and which displays one (1) sign surface.

Window Sign: A building sign, pictures, symbol, or combination thereof that is placed inside a window, or
upon the window glass, and is visible from the exterior of the window.

1380.04 Administration and Enfor cement.

A. Permits. Except as provided in Section 1380.06 below, the owner or occupant of the premises on which a sign is



to be displayed, or the owner or installer of such signs, shall file an application provided by the City Zoning
Administrator for permission to display such sign. Sign Permits, Conditional Use Permits, or Interim Use Permits
must be acquired for all existing, new, relocated, modified or redesigned signs as specified in this section, except
those specifically exempted below. The content of the sign shall not be reviewed or considered in determining
whether to approve or deny a sign permit.

The applicant shall submit the following information with the application:
1. Names and addresses of the owners of the proposed sign and property where it is proposed to be placed.
2. The legal description of the property where the sign will be placed.

3. A complete set of plans showing the location, setbacks, elevation(s), size materials, and details of the sign to
fully and clearly represent the construction and placement of the sign, and cost of the sign.

4. The type of sign (i.e. wall sign, monument sign, etc.).

5. If the sign is proposed to be located along a state trunk highway or interstate highway, the application shall be
accompanied by proof that the applicant has obtained all required permits from the state for the sign.

B. The City Zoning Administrator may approve Sign Permits. The review period shall be consistent with Minnesota
Statutes 15.99 or successor statutes. If the permit is denied, the Zoning Administrator shall prepare a written
notice describing the reason for denial and the applicant’s appeal rights, and send it by certified mail, return
receipt requested, to the applicant.

C. If a sign authorized by a permit has not been installed within one hundred and eighty (180) days after the date of
issuance of a sign permit, the permit shall become null and void.

1380.05 Appeals.
A. A permit applicant or permit holder may appeal any order or determination made by the City Zoning
Administrator or her/his deputies pursuant to this Ordinance by filing a notice of appeal with the City

Administrator requesting a hearing before the Planning Commission. The Planning Commission will hear:

1. Appeals where it is alleged that there is an error in any order, requirement, decision or determination made by
the administrative officer in the enforcement of this Ordinance.

2. Requests for variances from the literal provisions of this Ordinance.

B. Upon completion of said public hearing, the Planning Commission will forward to the Newport City Council a
recommendation on said appeal for final approval/disapproval.

1380.06 Exemptions
A. The exemptions allowed by this section shall apply only to the requirement of a permit and shall not be construed
as excusing the installer of the sign, or the owner of the property upon which the sign is located, from complying

with the other provisions of this Ordinance. No permit is required under this section for the following signs:

1. Signs which are completely within a building, are not on or within three (3) feet of a window and are not
visible from the outside of said building.

2. Nameplate or address plate not exceeding two (2) square feet in size.



3. Up to three (3) Temporary Signs that are six (6) square feet in area or less on a property for the duration
permitted by this Section.

4. Signs erected by the City on City properties.

5. Window signs in Business, Industrial and Mixed-Use Districts that comply with this Section.

6. Non-commercial signs that comply with Minnesota Statutes 211B.045 or successor statutes.

7. Signs may be placed on parcels that are currently offered for sale provided such signs are not closer than 10
feet to any property line and shall not exceed thirty-six (36) square feet in area for multifamily residential,
commercial, industrial or mixed uses. One sign shall be permitted for each street frontage.

8. Signs may be erected on parcels that are currently under construction for single-family or multiple-family
residences. The plat of the development shall be recorded with the Washington County Recorder prior to the
erection of a sign. Such signs are subject to the following standards:

a.

Such signs shall not exceed one hundred (100) square feet in area.

Only one (1) such sign shall be erected on each road frontage with a maximum of three (3) such signs per
project.

Such signs shall be removed when the project is eighty percent (80%) completed, sold or leased.
Such signs shall be located on the property which is for sale.

Signs for nonresidential property, multiple-family developments of four (4) or more dwelling units and
single-family developments of four (4) or more dwelling units shall be located no closer than one hundred
(100) feet to any residence not part of the project.

9. Back-lighted signs are allowed on the ends of bus shelters, and signs are allowed on benches at bus stops.

1380.07 Violationsand Fines.

A

If the City Zoning Administrator or her/his deputies finds that any sign regulated by this Ordinance is prohibited
as to size, location, type, number, height, or method of construction, or is unsafe, insecure or a menace to the
public, or if any sign has been constructed or erected without a permit first being granted to the installer of said
sign or to the owner of the property upon which said sign has been erected if a permit is required for the sign, or if
the owner fails to properly maintain said sign in a safe, orderly condition at all times, including the replacement of
defective parts, or is in violation of any other provisions of this Ordinance, the City Zoning Administrator shall
give written notice of such violation to the owner or permittee thereof. If the owner or permittee fails to comply
with the provision set forth in this Ordinance within ten (10) calendar days following receipt of said notice:

1. Nuisance. Such sign shall be deemed to be a nuisance and may be abated by the City by proceedings taken
under Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 429, and the cost of abatement, including administration expenses, may be
levied as a special assessment against the property upon which the sign is located.

2. Penalty. Failure to comply with the provisions of this ordinance shall be a misdemeanor.

Any property owner that leases building space or land on and/or within their property has a responsibility to
assist, as is applicable, in the enforcement of this section with their tenants.



1380.08 General Provisions Applicableto All Districts.

A

All permanent signs shall be constructed in accordance with the current Minnesota State Building Code and
National Electric Code. To the extent that any conflict exists between those provisions and the provision of the
City Code, to the extent the City Code provisions are more restrictive, they shall apply. All signs shall be
constructed in such a manner and of such material that they shall be safe and substantial, provided that nothing in
this Code shall be interpreted as authorizing the erection or construction of any sign not now permissible under
the Zoning or Building Codes of the City.

All permanent signs utilizing electricity shall be subject to the State's current Electrical Code and electrical wiring
shall be buried or concealed.

All permanent sign structures shall be designed and constructed to withstand a wind pressure of not less than
eighty (80) M.P.H., or as determined by the current Minnesota State Building Code.

Freestanding and Monument Signs

1. Permanent non-accessory freestanding and wall signs are prohibited in all districts, except in areas specially
designated in this Ordinance.

2. Freestanding signs along major thoroughfares (1494 and T.H. 61) shall be subject to a review by the Zoning
Administrator. The focus of the review is to assure the quality of the sign with regard to design and materials
- Section 1380.03, B. Furthermore, the Zoning Administrator will consider the signs' relationship to any
architectural theme of existing or proposed structures in the area.

3. Any free-standing sign within twenty-five (25) feet of any intersection of street right-of-way lines and/or
driveway entrances shall have vertical clearance for proper visibility by motorists on all affected roadways.

No sign other than public traffic controls shall be erected within any street right-of-way or upon any public
easements.

A permit for a sign to be located within fifty (50) feet of any street or highway regulatory or warning sign, or of
any traffic sign or signal, or of any crossroad or crosswalk, will be issued only if:

1. The sign will not interfere with the ability of drivers and pedestrians to see any street or highway sign, or any
traffic sign or signal, or any crossroad or crosswalk, and

2. The sign will not distract drivers nor offer any confusion to any street or highway sign, or any traffic sign or
signal. The burden of establishing whether a particular sign configuration will not disturb or confuse drivers
will be on the applicant seeking to construct the sign.

Roof signs shall be prohibited in all districts.
Signs attached or supported on a permanently parked vehicle or semi-trailers intended to advertise a business,
product or service are prohibited in all districts.  This does not include signs painted directly on a vehicle or

semi-trailer used in the business or facility, or on site for business purposes.

Off-premises signs, except permitted Temporary Signs and permitted Pylon signs and Billboards in business,
commercial, and industrial districts, are prohibited in all districts.

No sign shall contain any obscene matter as described by Minnesota Statutes Section 617.241 or successor
statutes.



1380.09 District Regulations.

A. The following signs are allowed in each specific district and shall be regulated as to size, location and character
according to the requirements herein set forth:

1. Residential Districts:

a.

Non-commercial signs that comply with Minnesota Statutes 211B.045 or successor statutes.

Temporary signs that are a maximum of twenty (20) square feet in size. A maximum of three (3)
Temporary Signs are allowed per parcel in residential districts. Temporary signs may be displayed for a
maximum of fourteen (14) days, up to two (2) times per year.

Signs may be placed on parcels that are currently offered for sale for multifamily properties providing
such signs are not closer than 10 feet to any property line and shall not exceed thirty-six (36) square feet
in area for multi-family residences. One sign shall be permitted for each street frontage.

One monument sign up to thirty-two (32) square feet per street frontage shall be allowed by sign permit
for residential subdivisions and multiple-unit developments. The sign may be a maximum of six feet in
height. The sign shall be designed to be architecturally compatible with the building or project with the
base of the sign consisting of colors and materials compatible to the building or project.

Signs may be erected on parcels that are currently under construction for single-family or multiple-family
residences in compliance with the requirements of Section 1380.04.

The maximum height of Free-Standing Signs in Residential Districts shall be eight (8) feet.

Lighting: Lighting must be indirect or diffused and comply with the requirements of this Zoning
Ordinance.

The following types of signs are not allowed in residential zoning districts or on parcels with residential
uses in all other districts: Awning Signs, Canopy Signs, Changeable Copy Signs, Dynamic Display
Signs, Flashing Signs, Marquee Signs, Pole Signs, and Pylon Signs.

2. Business’Commercial/lndustrial Districts:

a.

Temporary Signs: Temporary Signs or banners that are a maximum twenty (20) square feet in size are
allowed. A maximum of three (3) Temporary Signs are allowed per parcel on commercial properties in
Business, Commercial, Mixed-Use and Industrial Districts. Temporary signs may be displayed for a
maximum of thirty (30) consecutive days. No Sign Permit is required for Temporary Signs.

Temporary signs shall include: banners, pennants, portable bulletin signs, freestanding signs, streamers,
and sandwich boards. The design and construction of all said signs shall be professional looking and not
be allowed to become torn or weathered.

Temporary signs such as flying signs, air inflated devices, and search lights shall not be allowed at any
time in any zoning district.

Wall Signs: One (1) wall sign for each business shall be allowed on each street frontage. The total area of
all wall signs affixed to a building wall shall not exceed twenty percent (20%) of the total area of that
wall. No individual wall sign shall exceed one hundred and fifty (150) square feet. The business or
property owner shall obtain a Sign Permit for each Wall Sign.



A wall sign shall not project more than eighteen (18) inches from the wall to which the sign is to be
affixed. Furthermore, wall mounted signs shall not exceed the roof line on any building.

Permanent Freestanding Signs: One (1) permanent freestanding sign is allowed for each building for each
street frontage. The business or property owner shall obtain a Sign Permit for each permanent
Freestanding Sign.

The total area of a freestanding sign for a building having one (1) street frontage shall not exceed eighty
(80) square feet. Where a building has two (2) or more street frontages, each permitted freestanding sign
in excess of one (1) shall be no greater than one-half (1/2) the area of the first sign.

No part of a permanent freestanding sign shall be closer than ten (10) feet to the front property line or
exceed twelve (12) feet in height. The height shall be measured from the base of the sign or grade of the
nearest adjacent roadway, whichever is lower, to the top edge of the said sign.

Portable Signs: One (1) portable bulletin sign up to forty (40) square feet may be displayed only during
the merchant's business hours. The business or property owner shall obtain a Sign Permit for a Portable
Sign if the sign has electrical components. Such signs shall be located within the width of the storefront to
which it is related and shall not be placed within the public right-of-way or public easements.

Multi-tenant Monument Signs: One monument sign shall be permitted for each multi-tenant building
provided the surface area of the sign does not exceed one hundred (100) square feet per side, fifteen (15)
feet in height, and is setback in no case less than twenty (20) feet from the property lines. The area may
be increased to maximum of one hundred and fifty (150) square feet per side for developments of over
twenty (20) acres.

Pylon Signs: Retail and service establishments on property abutting an interstate freeway or state highway
right-of-way may erect one (1) pylon sign for each building and/or building owned by a corporate entity
or business. Said sign shall not exceed one hundred fifty (150) square feet of display surface area and
shall be in addition to their one (1) free-standing sign or wall sign.

Pylon sign must be placed a minimum of fifty (50) feet from the right-of-way of highways or interstate
roadways. The maximum allowed height of pylon signs is thirty-five (35) feet, unless the City approves
an increase in the height of the sign.

1. Application may be made to the city for a variance to increase the maximum pylon sign height on a
lot having the following characteristics.

a. The lot abuts the right-of-way of an interstate freeway or state highway or abuts a frontage road
immediately adjacent to an interstate freeway or state highway.

b. The lot does not have and is not allowed to have directional signage on the interstate freeway or
state highway directing the public to the subject lot.

2. To be eligible for a variance to increase sign height, the application shall be accompanied by the
following drawings drawn to scale:

a. A site plan showing the location of the proposed sign, property lines of the subject property, road
alignments of adjacent streets and highways and the locations of any cross sectional drawings
necessary to analyze the request.

b. Cross sectional drawings necessary to analyze the request showing the entire traveled surface of
the freeway or state highway, any retaining walls or fences, any frontage roads, and the proposed
sign location.



3. The Zoning Administrator may approve an application for a variance to increase pylon sign height
which meets the criteria set forth in 1380.04,A.,2.,d.,1) where the proposed sign plan meets each of
the following requirements:

a. The sign is no higher than necessary to allow the bottom edge of the sign face to be visible from
at least fifty percent (50%) of the traveled surface of the interstate or state highway.

b. The top of the sign face is no more than twelve (12) feet above the bottom of the sign face.
c. The location of the sign is such that the increase in sign height is minimized.
d. The sign face shall not exceed one hundred fifty (150) square feet.

g. Flags: An individual business and institution may have no more than three (3) flags or forty-five (45)
square feet of flag surface displayed at any one time.

h. Illuminated Signs: The Building Inspector and Zoning Administrator, in granting permits for illuminated
signs, shall specify the hours during which the sign may be kept lighted to prevent the creation of a
nuisance. All illuminated signs designed to reflect light off of a light source shall have a shielded light
source that will prevent the direct view of that light source from any passing roadway or residence at
grade. Any illuminated sign located within fifty (50) feet of a lot line of a Residential District shall be
diffused or indirect so as not to direct rays of light into adjacent residences.

i. Dynamic Display Signs. Any dynamic display sign located within fifty (50) feet of a lot line of a
Residential District shall comply with the requirements of this section, and shall be turned off or
programmed to go blank between the hours of 10 p.m. and 6 a.m., daily.

All Dynamic Display Signs in Business and Industry Districts that are in close proximity to Residential
Districts and residential property located in a Business, Commercial and Industrial District shall be
designed so as to illuminate the sign and not residential property. All dynamic display signs, regardless of
zoning district, shall comply with the following:

1. Portable, dynamic display signs are not allowed as permanent signs in any District.

2. The following standards shall apply to image duration, transition, and other characteristics of signs
with dynamic display:

3. An interim use permit is required for dynamic display signs that is a one-time permit and non-
transferable.

4.  Signs with dynamic display that are oriented toward the public right of way shall not include moving
video images.

5. Business and identification signs with dynamic display may either have stable text and/or stable
images, or they may have scrolling text and/or scrolling images. Signs with dynamic display which
contain stable text and/or stable images may not change their text or image more than once every
eight (8) seconds. Signs with dynamic display which contain scrolling text and/or scrolling images
may not scroll at a rate faster than one (1) word per second, where words contain an average of five
(5) characters each.

6. For stable text and/or stable images, the transition from one static display to another must be direct
and immediate without any special effects except for fading and dissolving that takes less than one (1)
second.



7. Signs with dynamic display shall not emit sound except of those at drive-through sales and services.

8. Other modes of displaying messages are prohibited. Modes which cause the message to flash are
prohibited.

9. All dynamic display signs shall be equipped with automatic dimming technology that automatically
adjusts the sign’s brightness in direct correlation in natural ambient light conditions. Between dusk
and dawn, the sign shall not exceed a brightness level of five hundred (500) nits. At no time shall any
dynamic display sign exceed an illumination level of 0.3 foot candles above ambient light as
measured using a foot candle (Lux) meter at a preset distance depending on sign area, measured as

follows:

Area of Sign Measurement
sq. ft. Distance (ft.)

10 32

15 39

20 45

25 50

30 55

35 59

40 63

45 67

50 71

* For signswith an area in square feet other than those specifically listed in the table (i.e., 12 sq ft, 400
sq ft, etc), the measurement distance may be cal culated with the following formul a:

Measurement Distance = the square root of the area of sign in Sq. Ft. x 100

10. Prior to permitting any dynamic display sign, the applicant shall submit a signed letter from the
dynamic display sign manufacturer certifying that the dynamic display sign has been calibrated to
comply with the requirements of this Section.

11. The portion of any dynamic or illuminated sign that is used for the conveyance of any message will
be included within the overall size of the sign. For purposes of this section, the permitted size of a
dynamic or illuminated sign shall be calculated so as to include the full height and width of the sign
structure immediately surrounding the message area.

j.  Canopy and Marquee Signs: Canopies and marguees shall be considered to be an integral part of the
structure to which they are accessory. Signs may be attached to a canopy or marquee but such structure
shall not be considered as part of the wall area.

k. Window Signs: Signs located on a window or on the interior of a building within three (3) feet of a
window and clearly visible from the outside of said building shall be regulated by this section. Said signs
shall not exceed eighty percent (80%) of the window area and shall be designed and constructed to be
professional in appearance and maintained in good repair and be clearly readable. Window signs do not
require a Sign Permit.

I. Residential Uses in Business, Commercial and Industrial Districts: Any residential building located in a
Business District shall meet the sign requirements of 1380.04, 1. (Residential Districts).

3. Mixed UseDistricts:

a. Any residential building in a Mixed Use, Business or Commercial District shall meet the sign



requirements of 1380.09 A 1. (Residential Districts—R-3).

b. Any business/commercial or mixed-use building in a Mixed Use District shall meet the sign requirements
of 1380.09 A 2. (Business/Commercial/Industrial Districts).

1380.10 Billboards.

A

It shall be unlawful to erect in the city a billboard without first having obtained a license therefore. Application
for the license shall be made to the Zoning Administrator upon a form furnished by him or her and accompanied
by a fee as established from time to time by the Council, which license fee shall be pro-rated so as to have the
license expire on January 31% of each year. Each license shall be issued for a period of one year, except that in
the first year of issuance a license shall be valid for that portion of a year ending the following January 31.

Every billboard located in the city upon any thoroughfare shall be located at least three thousand (3,000) feet apart
from another billboard and may not, in any event, be located nearer than one thousand, five hundred (1,500) feet
from any road or highway intersection.

A billboard may only be erected in an I-1 Light Industrial District, shall not exceed five hundred fifty (550)
square feet, shall be no higher than twenty-five (25) feet above existing grade level, shall be set back at least ten
(10) feet from any property lines, and shall not have flashing lights or moving parts of any kind.

The minimum allowable distance of a billboard to any building shall be twenty-five (25) feet, to any Residential
District five hundred (500) feet, and no portion of any billboard shall occupy air space above any driveway or
parking area.

Every billboard shall be repainted by the licensee at least once every two (2) years.

There shall be filed with the City Clerk-Administrator a perpetual bond in favor of the city in the penal sum of
two hundred and fifty and no/100 ($250.00) dollars for each billboard. The bond shall be issued by sureties in a
form approved by the City Attorney. The condition of the bond shall be full compliance with this Section.

A billboard may be an electronic or illuminated sign. Any such billboard, however, must meet the additional
requirements imposed upon such signs as are otherwise stated in this Section.

1380.11 Sign Maintenance.

A

B.

C.

All signs, billboards, and other advertising structures together with their supports, braces, guys and anchors shall
be maintained in good repair and condition. Every sign and immediate surrounding premises shall be maintained
by the owner or person in charge thereof in a clean sanitary, and inoffensive condition and fee and clear of all
obnoxious substances, rubbish, and weeds. .

The display surfaces of all signs and supports shall be kept neatly painted or posted at all times.

All signs which are unsafe, dangerous, and/or unsightly shall be repaired or removed. Unsafe or dangerous signs
shall be removed or otherwise properly secured by the property owner and/or sign owner upon receipt of notice to
do so by the city. Any abandoned, unsafe, or illegal sign is hereby declared to be a danger to the health, safety,
and welfare of the citizens of Newport and is declared to be a public nuisance subject to abatement and
assessment, except that legally established nonconforming signs shall not be abated until they have been
abandoned for more than one year.

1380.12 Nonconforming Signs.

A

All non-conforming signs shall be brought into compliance within sixty (60) days of a change in the principle
business use.



B.

C.

Any business or property with signs not in compliance with the standards of this Section, but which were in place
legally on the date of the adoption of this Code, may retain such signs as legal non-conforming uses. Such signs
may be maintained normally. A significant change in the size, shape, design, or materials of the sign, as
determined by the Zoning Administrator, shall be in conformance with all standards of this Section.

Any nonconforming temporary or portable sign existing at the time of adoption of this Ordinance shall be made to
comply with the requirements set forth herein or shall be removed within one (1) year after the adoption of this
Ordinance.

1380.13 Sign Materialsand Construction

A.

B.

Nonstructural Trim. Nonstructural trim and portable display surfaces may be of wood, stone, metal, approved
plastics, or any combination thereof, provided that Subsection 1380.10 is satisfied where applicable.

Anchorage.

1. Structural members supporting unbraced signs shall be so proportioned that the bearing loads imposed on the
soil in either direction, horizontal or vertical, shall not exceed the safe values. Braced ground signs shall be
anchored to resist the specified wind or seismic load acting in any direction. Anchors and supports shall be
designed for safe bearing loads on the soil and for an effective resistance to pull-out amounting to a force
twenty-five (25) percent greater than the required resistance to overturning. Anchors and supports shall
penetrate to a depth below ground greater than that of the frost line.

2. Portable ground signs supported by frames or posts rigidly attached to the base shall be so proportioned that
the weight and size of the base shall be adequate to resist wind pressure.

3. Signs attached to masonry, concrete, or steel shall be safely and securely fastened thereto by means of metal
anchors, bolts, or approved expansion screws of sufficient size and anchorage to support the loads applied.

4. No wooded blocks or plugs, or anchors with wood used in connection with screws or nails, shall be
considered proper anchorage, except in the case of signs attached to wood framing.

5 No anchor or support of any sign shall be connected to, or supported by, an unbraced parapet wall unless such
wall is designed in accordance with the requirements for parapet walls specified for seismic zones in the then
adopted Uniform Building Code.

Display Surfaces. Display surfaces in all types of signs may be made of metal, glass or approved plastics,
provided Subsection 1380.10 is satisfied where applicable.

Glass and Plastic Thickness and Area Limitations

1. Sections of approved plastics on wall signs shall not exceed one hundred fifty (150) square feet in area.

2. Sections of approved plastics on signs other than wall signs may be greater than one hundred fifty (150)
square feet in area if allowed by the area regulations of the Zoning District, and if approved by the Building
Inspector.

3. Sections of approved plastics on wall signs shall be separated three (3) feet laterally and six (6) feet vertically
by the required exterior wall construction. Sections of approved plastics on signs other than wall signs may

not be required to be separated if approved by the Building Inspector.

4. Glass thickness and area limitations shall be as follows:

Any Dimension Minimum Area Thickness of Glass Type of Glass




(in inches) (in square inches) (in inches)
30 500 1/8 Plain, Plate or Wired
45 700 3/16 Plain, Plate or Wired
144 3600 1/4 Plain, Plate or Wired
Over 144 Over 3600 1/4 Wired Glass

E. Plastic Materials: The Building Inspector shall require that sufficient technical data be submitted to substantiate
the proposed use of any plastic material and, if it is determined that the evidence submitted is satisfactory for the

use intended, he or she may approve its use.

1380.14 Electric Signs.

A. Electrical equipment used in connection with display signs shall be installed in accordance with applicable state
and local building and electrical codes.

Adopted this 14th day of January, 2016 by the Newport Planning Commission.

VOTE: Mahmood
Haley
Prestegaard
Taylor
Tweeten

Signed:

Anthony Mahmood, Chairperson
ATTEST:

Deb Hill, City Administrator
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