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City of Newport 
Planning Commission Minutes 

October 13, 2011 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER  
Chairperson McElwee-Stevens called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 
   
2.  ROLL CALL    -   
Commissioners present – Katy McElwee-Stevens, Susan Lindoo, Janice Anderson, David 
Engfer, Daniel Flood 
 
Commissioners absent – None 
                                   
Also present – Brian Anderson, City Administrator; Renee Helm, Executive Analyst; Tom 
Ingemann, Council Liaison 
                         
3.   APPROVAL OF PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 
A. Planning Commission Minutes of August 18, 2011 
 
Janice Anderson – I have a couple items regarding the August 18, 2011 minutes. Councilman 
Bill Sumner was present at the August 18 meeting so please add him to the list. Also, on the 
second page, fourth paragraph down, where Jay Dema states “The demand isn’t just residents of 
Newport, its growth” there should be an apostrophe in its.  
 
Motion by Anderson, seconded by Flood, to adopt the August 18, 2011 minutes as 
amended.  With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
 
B. Planning Commission Minutes of September 8, 2011 
 
Motion by Anderson, seconded by Flood, to adopt the September 8, 2011 minutes.  With 5 
Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
 
4.  APPOINTMENTS WITH COMMISSION 
A. Resolution No. P.C. 2011-8 – Recommending City Council approve a zoning amendment to 
Chapter 8, Section 811, Building and Property Maintenance, of the City of Newport Code of 
Ordinances. 
 
Admin. Anderson presented on this item as outlined in the October 13, 2011 Planning 
Commission Packet. A public hearing was held on September 8, 2011 and the item was tabled 
for further review. 
 
Susan Lindoo – What is an aisle? 
 
Admin. Anderson – I believe it is an alleyway and it refers to when the garage is in the back.  
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Susan Lindoo – It makes sense to me why they would be concerned about a gravel driveway 
going on to a blacktop road, however is the rational different for the parking area because is the 
parking space anywhere near the road? 
 
Janice Anderson – It’s the drainage from the vehicles. 
 
Susan Lindoo - In that case, should the first part be changed then? I understand why the 
driveway doesn’t have to be paved but why should the parking space be excluded as well? 
 
Daniel Flood – I believe they are talking about when parking spaces are right next to the road 
and even a short clip of road, gravel will travel a long distance on pavement right through a 
driveway onto a road.  
 
Susan Lindoo – So that would be the reason instead of the drainage from vehicles? If it’s due to 
drainage then I don’t believe parking spaces should be excluded.  
 
Daniel Flood – When you’re dealing with stormwater runoff, even if you have a paved parking 
area, if the rest of the driveway isn’t paved the gravel will run to the area anyways, there’s no 
difference.  
 
Motion by Flood, seconded by Engfer, to approve Resolution No. P.C. 2011-8 
recommending City Council approve a zoning amendment to Chapter 8, Section 811, 
Building and Property Maintenance, of the City of Newport Code of Ordinances.  With 5 
Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
 
5.  COMMISSION AND STAFF REPORTS 
Admin. Anderson – I have a couple items to discuss. The first item is the new NAPA Store. The 
store is done and I think everyone can agree that they did a good job on it. There’s an open house on 
Tuesday, November 15 and we are trying to schedule a ribbon cutting for 3:00 p.m. that day as well.  
 
Susan Lindoo – Do you know if they’re going to do any landscaping this year yet or will they be 
doing it next year? 
 
Councilman Ingemann – They haven’t started anything yet. 
 
Daniel Flood – I would think that at this point they’d probably wait until spring. 
 
Admin. Anderson – I’ll talk with the property owner. Secondly, we recently had an EDA meeting 
and one of the items was discussing the Knauff site behind City Hall. They cleaned up about 90% of 
the items that were on the property and I’ve been working with the family, realtor, DEED, and Met 
Council to get some grants for investigation and clean-up of the site. Hopefully, we’ll be able to look 
at redeveloping the site in the future. Staff has met with someone who’s been successful with 
cleaning up salvage yards. I also spoke with the Met Council to see if it would hinder anything if we 
went for these two grants, as well as a grant for the Red Rock Gateway area and they said no because 
they already have an invested interest in us. 
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Susan Lindoo - Would the grants pay for the entire cost of the investigation and clean-up? 
 
Admin. Anderson – They would pay for parts of the costs. Some of the grants pay up to 75% and 
some you can mix together, for instance DEED would pay for 75%, Met Council would pay for 13% 
and the City would pay for 12%. Another program that the City will be establishing is a façade 
rehabilitation program that will be used for properties along Hastings Avenue. The program will 
assist the property owners with remodeling the buildings with up to $10,000.  
 
Susan Lindoo – Who is funding the façade program? 
 
Admin. Anderson – That will come from the EDA funds. The EDA will need to approve each 
application. 
 
Janice Anderson – And it’s not 100% coverage either? 
 
Admin. Anderson – No, not at all. It will cover 10% up to $10,000. 
 
Janice Anderson – The great piece of that is that it supports the small business owner. 
 
Admin. Anderson – Correct. Another thing that staff has been working on is posting resources for 
homeowners and business owners on the City’s website such as Xcel Energy grants, DEED 
resources, etc. The City is also establishing a vacant building registration program which will be up 
for final approval in the near future. A couple other projects are development guides for commercial, 
industrial and housing projects, as well as TIF and Abatement policies. There will be a joint City 
Council meeting on October 20 where we will be discussing the feasibility analysis for the Red Rock 
Gateway site. Finally, neither Renee nor I will be in attendance at the November 10 meeting. Sherri 
Buss will be here.  
 
Katy McElwee-Stevens – Steve Lanz, Bob Vogel and Linda Michie put together the 150 year 
anniversary of the Civil War Muster in Pioneer Park that was held in September. On Friday, there 
were two shifts of all four of District 833’s middle schools for a total of 1,300 students and I thought 
it went really well. The reenactment actors were great; the students had to fill out work sheets and 
seemed really interested. I just wanted to thank Bob Vogel, Linda Michie, and Steve Lanz. I also 
attended the picnic that took place on Friday night which went well. The lead actor also said that he 
thought it went really well. 
 
Susan Lindoo – The actors were really interesting and very knowledgeable.  
 
Admin. Anderson – I think they’re following up with that as well. There was a flag pole that was 
donated by the Knauff’s and was installed at Pioneer Park. There will also be pavers around the flag 
pole for all of those who served in any U.S. military branch; I believe the first fifty will be for those 
who served in the Civil War.  
 
Susan Lindoo – There was an open house for the mural that has been installed at the river. I think it 
turned out great. I know individuals are commenting on it as they go down the river. 
 
David Engfer – I just wanted to bring up an issue that has been hanging around for some time and I 
think it’s time we clear up a few things. We recently got an email from Brian concerning the 
authority that the Planning Commission has in regards to economic development initiatives and it 
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went on to say that it was not a function of the Planning Commission and I would like to say that that 
is categorically incorrect. I would focus your attention to the City Code, specifically section 225.04 
which outlines the duties and functions of the Planning Commission. I went to view the statutes 
which state the authority for the comprehensive plan and define it has a “compilation of policy 
statements, goals, standards, and maps for guiding the physical, social and economic 
development, both private and public, of the municipality and its environs, and may include, but 
is not limited to, the following: statements of policies, goals, standards, a land use plan, including 
proposed densities for development, a community facilities plan, a transportation plan, and 
recommendations for plan execution. A comprehensive plan represents the planning agency's 
recommendations for the future development of the community.” Clearly, unless you read it 
differently, we’ve already been granted by City ordinance the authority to get into these issues. 
Furthermore, if you look at 225.03 it states that “the Commission shall hold a least one regular 
meeting each month. This meeting shall be open to the public. The Commission may hold special 
meetings as determined by the Commission.” We recently determined that we wanted a meeting and 
somehow it got cancelled because it was suggested that we were going to talk about something that we 
had no authority to discuss, which I disagree with. It also states that “meetings may be cancelled by the 
call of the Chair with reasonable cause and notification.” The meeting was cancelled incorrectly 
according to City ordinance. I don’t see anything in the code that gives the Mayor, Council Members or 
Administrator the ability to micromanage us whatsoever. We are very much an independent, deliberative 
body within the City and as long as we are dealing according to the rules we have every right and in fact 
have the responsibility under state law to deal with the issues that are granted to us under state law. As 
long as we have an ordinance here that grants us that authority, the Mayor, Council Members and 
Administrator are subject to that ordinance just as much as any other person, they don’t have any special 
authority to ignore it unless I’m missing something in the code. We’ve been wrestling with this issue right 
from the very beginning as to what authority we have and some folks have been led to believe that they 
don’t have the authority that has been granted under these rules. Now I’m not suggesting that we had any 
intention to get into the actual implementation of any policy or thing we might recommend because that is 
up to the Administrator and staff, but to suggest that we don’t have the authority to talk about these things 
is just absurd because we do and that was my intention. To put this back in context, the very first meeting 
we had I asked “don’t I have a chance to have some input to what our objectives are this year?” and I also 
thought that based on my 30 years of experience in planning and development that there are a number of 
ideas that I had that would improve our comprehensive plan and since then I’ve heard good ideas from 
other commission members and I want to hear more about that because that’s what we’re here for and so 
that was the intent of having the meeting, which nobody should have been threatened by and I think it’s 
entirely appropriate for us to meet. I would still like to meet. Another issue is that we’re supposed to 
review the comprehensive plan every two years and we’re going on three years since it was reviewed so 
there’s no reason in the world why we shouldn’t be looking at if there are things we could do to improve 
the plan. 
 
Susan Lindoo – I think it was reviewed in 2009. 
 
David Engfer - Regardless of that, planning is an ongoing thing and once you do the plan it doesn’t mean 
that the planning stops. I would like to reassert the Planning Commissions’ authority over these issues and 
I would encourage the Chairwoman to assert her right and call a meeting and determine whether or not it 
should be held or cancelled. The City Council could change the ordinance but I think that would be kind 
of crazy and doubt they would all go for it because it’s been around for fifty years or more.  
 
Susan Lindoo – Could we disassociate the two pieces, the first being our right to meet? We do have a 
right to meet if the Chair so calls? 
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Janice Anderson – I still think the public needs to be informed and we also need to remember that we are 
appointed by the Council, not voted in so we need to address that we do report to the Council. 
 
Katy McElwee-Stevens – Susan is talking about whether or not we can meet as long as we’re following 
the open meeting laws. 
 
Janice Anderson – The Council must be informed and available to also participate as they wish 
 
Susan Lindoo – Yes, we need to go through the City which is why we didn’t meet without going through 
the City because the staff needs to publish a notice of the meeting.  
 
Admin. Anderson – In regards to the last meeting you wanted to have, I was informed at 9:00 p.m. on 
Thursday that you wanted to hold a meeting the following Monday and that was not adequate notice. That 
would also have been the third meeting you would have had.  
 
Susan Lindoo – If you didn’t know about the meeting until Thursday night then that is correct that we 
couldn’t have a meeting on Monday because you didn’t have adequate notice. The fact that you reminded 
us about not talking, that’s good because I don’t think there was any point that three of us were getting 
together and talking and there were not emails going back and forth contrary to some people’s belief. I 
talked to David at the mural and I emailed Katy but that was the extent to it. If we do follow the rules, we 
do have the right to meet. So if all five of us decide we want to meet and it goes through the correct 
channels we do have the right to meet. What we do at the meeting or what comes out of the meeting the 
City Council can say that it’s a stupid idea, which seems like a different subject. If we came up with some 
ideas they would need to go back to the City Council because we don’t have any power to do stuff on our 
own. 
 
David Engfer – The statute says that we are advisory to the City Council but the City Council can’t 
control our deliberations because that would not make any sense. We would not be in a position to 
properly advise them then.  
 
Susan Lindoo – We can give the City Council all sorts of recommendations, all of which they can say 
“this is garbage, we’re not doing any of it” and that would be their right. It doesn’t feel like we can take 
any more action other than talking. 
 
David Engfer – That’s what I’m saying. 
 
Susan Lindoo – Does that feel comfortable to people?  
 
Brian Anderson – Yes, you can go ahead and call your meeting and provide your agenda.  
 
Susan Lindoo – Well I think it’s important for us to feel trusted. It’s not like we’re all on the same page 
for everything and talking behind closed doors.  
 
David Engfer – We can disagree without being disagreeable. And sometimes somebody will disagree 
with you and you’ll think about it and a few days later you get it. But if you don’t have the opportunity to 
talk and deliberate with others then the City suffers and the citizens suffer. I want to see as much 
openness and discussion on the table as possible. I want to know what ideas people and groups have. Like 
I said before, I’ve been involved in a lot of community development and I’ve seen a lot of community 
input through what the planning commission does. 
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Susan Lindoo - I do think we want to work with the City Administrator and have him at the meetings. I 
want to feel free to talk and think but I want to do it in a way that would work with the other groups that 
we work with.  
 
David Engfer – I would submit to you that the state statute covers that and I would encourage each of 
you to read the statutes that cover the planning commission’s authority. There’s a lot of stuff that is 
supposed to come through the planning commission. Some of the initiatives from the EDA may be 
required to go before the planning commission prior to it being established.  
 
Janice Anderson – No, it goes through the Council first.  
 
David Engfer – Well, I’m just saying that even if the Council passes a resolution, there are some things 
in the state statute that have to come through the planning commission. 
 
Janice Anderson – And the Council will recognize that. 
 
David Engfer – I’d just like to recommend everyone to go read the state statute to clear up any 
misunderstanding.  
 
Susan Lindoo – We do appreciate the reports that you have been doing with economic development. I 
appreciate that that comes at the end of the meetings. I feel like that piece has always been there for as 
long as I’ve been on the commission.  
 
Admin. Anderson – The way I saw it was that the Planning Commission already had two meetings and I 
didn’t see any results coming out of the meetings and I’m not shaming anybody for that. I chose not to 
attend so that the members could get acquainted with one another. I don’t think anything came out of the 
meetings that we could put on paper. We also had a joint meeting with the City Council, after which you 
requested your third meeting. From a City Administrator standpoint, part of my duty is to help guide and 
protect the City. I think we have a great project going on with the Red Rock Gateway site that is still 
going on and I think there is a lot of work still to do with it. I sense a lot of synergy with the Planning 
Commission and City Council in regards to the project. Staff also has a lot on their plate in regards to 
filling out grant paperwork, setting up meetings for the site, and other items. I thought I would step in and 
ask you to have the meeting at the beginning of 2012 because it was pointed out in one of your emails that 
you want to meet to discuss economic development initiatives and I think it would be beneficial to invite 
the City Council, advisory boards and stakeholders to this meeting if you really want to talk about 
economic development initiatives. Part of my job is to work with advisory boards to make sure that 
everyone is on the same page because I don’t want the Planning Commission to come up with an idea and 
bring it to the City Council and have it shut down because they don’t like it. I think having a meeting with 
everyone would be more beneficial so that you can all talk about your ideas and discuss any questions that 
may arise before bringing it forth for final approval. I do want to work with you on this project but I think 
it has to be done at a time, place and with people that is conducive to all of our schedules.   
 
David Engfer – I would agree with Brian that the first two meetings were fairly unproductive because 
this issue hasn’t been addressed and there were a number of commissioners who didn’t know if we had 
the authority to talk about these items and that’s why we wanted to meet with the City Council. I’m just 
as disappointed because I think we could have accomplished a lot more if we had addressed this earlier in 
the year.  
 
6.   NEW BUSINESS 
No new business 
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7.  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Joint City Council Meeting with Planning Commission October 20, 2011  5:30 pm 
City Council Meeting       November 3, 2011 5:30 pm 
Planning Commission Meeting     November 10, 2011 7:00 p.m. 
 
8. ADJOURNMENT  
Motion by Flood, seconded by Lindoo, to adjourn the Planning Commission Meeting at 
7:55 P.M.  With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
 
 

Signed:  ____________________________ 
        Katy McElwee-Stevens, Chairperson 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Renee Helm 
Executive Analyst 
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