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City of Newport 
Park Board Meeting 

October 23, 2014 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER  
 
2. ROLL CALL 
Board Members present – Tom Aguilar-Downing; Emily White; Marge Meconis; Anita Perkins; Laura Duffey; 
 
Board Members absent –  
 
Also present –John Neska, Executive Director;  
 
3. APPROVAL OF PARK BOARD MINUTES 
A. Park Board Minutes of August 28, 2014 
 
Executive Director Neska - On page 3 where Supt. Hanson is speaking, it should be "there" instead of "they." 
 
Anita Perkins - I had a discussion up towards the top between Emily and Marge's discussion where we were 
talking about the different colored mulch. It felt like something was missing between there. Didn't we talk about 
the bugs at all? It felt like it jumped. 
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing - I think there are points of discussion that are missing. Is there anything 
important that we needed to include? 
 
Anita Perkins - No, I just wanted to make a point of it that it felt like the discussion was cut off. 
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing - Also on page 3 on the top at the end it says "There were some flowering." Is 
that what we were just talking about?  
 
Executive Director Neska - Yes, the cone flowers were blooming. 
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing - Ok. On page 4, Emily says "It is a nice place as far as security. I don't think 
we've had anything this year." Were we talking about pilfering, vandalism or is "anything" just fine. 
 
Emily White - Yes, that sounds kind of weird. I meant pilfering.  
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing - Ok, we'll get that clarified.  
 
Motion by White, seconded by Perkins, to approve the Park Board Minutes of August 28, 2014 as 
amended. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried.  
 
B. Park Board Minutes of September 25, 2014 Workshop 
 
Motion by White, seconded by Perkins, to approve the Park Board Minutes of September 25, 2014 as 
amended. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
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4. SUMMARY OF 2014 GOALS 
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing - I filled in the right column based on our discussion from the last Park Board 
meeting. Unless someone feels the need to, I don't think we need to go over them again unless you see some 
corrections. 
 
Emily White - Are we going to talk about Family Fun Night later? We don’t have a November or December 
meeting. 
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing - Let's do it under reports. 
 
Emily White - Ok. 
 
Anita Perkins - Are you worried about typos? 
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing - Yes.  
 
Anita Perkins - Under the fun walk, you have "Completed. Ab about a dozen people." 
 
Emily White - I don't see that. It says "Completed. About a dozen people and five dogs." 
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing - Makes me think that we should have a dog walk in the future.   
 
Emily White - I thought about that for next year.  
 
5. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT -  
A. Report on Fall Photo Contest and Summer Contest Winner 
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing - We have some winners for the summer contest. We had two dozen entries in 
the adult category. Jen Knutson won in each of our categories. They are: 
 

• Best Nature Shot, Adult - Jen Knutson, "Red Admiral of the Cone Flowers" 
• Best People/Animal Shot, Adult - Jen Knutson, "Dance of the Bumblebee" 
• Best Black and White Shot, Adult - Jen Knutson, "Butterfly and Bumblebee" 

 
These will be placed out in North Pole, Fay's Beauty Salon, the Library, City Hall and Newport Elementary. The 
autumn contest deadline is November 30, 2014. Also, a reminder that there will be a best overall winner for the 
entire year. We talked about it at the workshop and we would like to have a people's choice award where people 
can vote on the best photo. We're going to limit it to the top five photos of the year and will have ballots at each 
location and online. I think we'll continue it in 2015. I'll organize it next time but I would like it to be passed on to 
someone else in 2016. If someone is interested in that, I would like them to be a judge for 2015. Please think 
about that as we go in to the next season. 
 
Emily White - We just need to get the word out.  
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing - Yes we do. I talked with Brian at the cable commission and he would like to do 
a feature.  
 
Laura Duffey - Tom, did you talk about how people can submit photos? 
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing - They can be emailed to rhelm@newportmn.com or dropped off at City Hall.  
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Emily White - Is she still getting emails at that address because it's not her last name anymore? 
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing - Yes.  
 
6. BOARD REPORTS  
A. Marge Meconis -  
 
Marge Meconis - I did go on the fun walk and it was a wonderful day and we had good times with our dogs. 
People spontaneously picked up trash along the way which I thought was interesting.  
 
Emily White - I gave them bags. It was part of the scavenger hunt so they could pick up trash the entire way.  
 
Anita Perkins - There were many of us that dumped the bags two or three times.  
 
B. Anita Perkins - 
 
Anita Perkins - I was also on the fun walk with my dog Tori and we had a good time and picked up garbage. It 
was a beautiful day. 
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing - Our dog enjoyed it too.  
 
C. Emily White - Report on Fun Walk 
 
Emily White - My daughter was there with her boyfriend and four kids and two dogs and they loved it. When I 
saw all the dogs I thought maybe this could be something and we could have them dress up. If we did do a dog 
walk, we'd probably want to keep it around the ped bridges. We had a craft for the kids too and I think they 
enjoyed that. We also had door prizes for the kids. They were Smokey Bear flyers and a couple bags. I can't 
remember who gave them to me. I think maybe it was Mary Ann.  
 
D. Laura Duffey - Update on Buckthorn Removal Day 
 
Laura Duffey - Buckthorn Removal Day is Saturday, October 25 from 9:00 - 12:00. It will be at Bailey School 
Park on Wild Ridge Trial. Some people have RSVP'd. There are a couple teachers that are participating with their 
students. There are two teachers from Lake Middle School and one from East Ridge. I also heard that some Boy 
Scouts and Girl Scouts and a key club may be coming. I do not have a full tally of how many people are coming. 
Angie Hong is coming and bringing a small supply of weed wrenches. Everyone that is coming is asked to wear 
old clothes, sturdy shoes, heavy gloves and bring loppers if you want. Shovels could be useful too. With all these 
bodies and tools, we're trying to get 10 adult volunteers to show up a little early to take 10 groups of students out. 
The adults will remind kids how to pull buckthorn and where to stack it. I'm thankful that the students are coming. 
We'll have about 9 dozen donuts in the morning that were donated by Super Mom and we thank them for that.  
 
Marge Meconis - I checked on the key club and as of today they have 22 people signed up and the science club 
had 20 verbal RSVP's. I spoke with a teacher today and she was telling kids to bring the waivers to the event 
signed.  
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing - How many waivers should I copy? 
 
Executive Director Neska - Probably 50 or 60, I can run them off tomorrow. 
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing - We did 100 last year and ran out. Can you do 150? 
 
Executive Director Neska - Yes. 
 



4 
 

Chairperson Aguilar-Downing - Emily you wanted to talk about Family Fun Night. 
 
Emily White - Yes, I just wanted to set a date.  
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing - We've done it the weekend after the Super Bowl the last two years.  
 
Emily White - It was February 8 this year. Let's tentatively plan for the 7th. When does the next newsletter come 
out? 
 
Anita Perkins - Fall's already gone out so we just have the winter one. 
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing - Renee did send me an email about it. 
 
Anita Perkins - What time do we normally do? 
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing - 6 to 8. 
 
Emily White - We had a pretty good crowd last year.  
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing - Should we keep it the same as last year? 
 
Emily White - Yes.  
 
7. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT -  
A. Report on Prioritized Capital Improvements List 
 
Executive Director Neska - I presented you with our 2014 future capital improvements at the workshop and 
asked each of you to pick out your top three and almost everyone had the same ones. I gave you copies of the top 
three in the packet. I'll incorporate those into the list. Some of the items that were recommended are already in 
process. The Loveland warming house is 49% refurbished. We're waiting on materials to finish it up. I'll take any 
questions you may have on those top 3. Some of them are simple things we can do and some are a little bigger. If 
you want to come up with some type of design for the sign that would be nice. 
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing - I had that in mind and have taken a few pictures at other parks.  
 
Executive Director Neska  - Good. We'll continue to work on these and review them next year with you. 
 
Emily White - I was driving along Hastings today and the wall gardens look beautiful.  
 
Executive Director Neska - They are holding up really well along with the Veterans' Memorial.  
 
B. Discussion Regarding the 2015 Annual Appointments 
 
Executive Director Neska - Laura Duffey's term is up at the end of this year and Renee has sent out a letter to 
you. I believe next year, Marge, Anita, and Emily are up and Tom's is up at the end of 2017.  
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing - If there are volunteers out in the community how should they make that 
known? 
 
Executive Director Neska - I believe Renee will put that out in the newsletter and website.  
 
C. Update on the Archery Deer Hunt 
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Executive Director Neska - The hunters took three deer this first weekend in Bailey School Forest. There will be 
three more hunts, November 1-2, November 15-16, and December 6-7. I heard that a bunch of kids came up in 
Loveland on Saturday morning for paintball and were asked to leave. Other than that I didn't hear anything else. 
 
Anita Perkins - There was also a family that played on the playground, they drove around the barricade. 
 
Marge Meconis - I saw that too and didn't know if I should have said anything. 
 
Emily White - Does the barricade say why it's closed? 
 
Anita Perkins - Yes.  
 
Executive Director Neska - Finally, Renee was reviewing the Adopt-a-Park volunteers and there are about 10-11 
whose terms expire at the end of the year and she was wondering if you'd like her to contact them or if you'd like 
to contact them. She is more than happy to contact them herself.  
 
Emily White - There are still some open ones right? 
 
Executive Director Neska - Yes. 
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing - That would be fine if she contacts them. I did have a couple people come up to 
me at Pioneer Day asking about it. Next year, I'll bring the applications for them to fill out.  
 
8. ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by White, seconded by Meconis, to adjourn the Park Board Meeting at 7:34 P.M.  With 5 Ayes, 0 
Nays, the motion carried.  
       
 

Signed: _____________________________ 
       Tom Aguilar-Downing, Chairperson 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Renee Eisenbeisz 
Executive Analyst 


