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City of Newport 
Park Board Meeting 

January 24, 2013 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
2. ROLL CALL 
Board Members present – Mary Ann Newman; Marge Meconis; Anita Perkins; Emily White; Tom Aguilar-
Downing; Laura Duffey 
 
Board Members absent – 
 
Also present –John Neska, Executive Director; Tim Geraghty, Mayor;  
 
3. NOMINATION AND APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRPERSON AND VICE-CHAIR FOR 2013 
 
Executive Director Neska – I would like to welcome Marge, Anita and Emily back. Their terms were up for 
renewal at the end of 2012 and they were appointed for another three years. I will now open nominations for 
chairperson. 
 
Marge Meconis – I would like to nominate Tom Aguilar-Downing for Chairperson. 
 
Emily White – I’ll second. 
 
Motion by Perkins, seconded by White to appoint Tom Aguilar-Downing as Chairperson for 2013. With 6 
Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried.  
 
Anita Perkins – I would like to nominate Marge Meconis for Vice-Chairperson.  
 
Motion by Aguilar-Downing, seconded by White to appoint Marge Meconis as Vice-Chairperson for 2013. 
With 6 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried.  
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing – I’d like to thank Mary Ann for her time as the Chairperson of the Parks Board 
for the last eight years. I’d also like to thank the Board for their support. 
 
4. APPROVAL OF PARK BOARD MINUTES 
A. Park Board Minutes of November 29, 2012 
 
Executive Director Neska – I had two corrections. Under the Chairperson’s report, the City will be installing the 
sign at Pioneer Park, not the Lions. 
 
Motion by White, seconded by Newman, to approve the Park Board Minutes of November 29, 2012 as 
amended. With 6 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried.  
 
5. REVIEW GOALS  
A. Approve Year-End Summary of 2012 Goals 
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Motion by White, seconded by Newman to approve the Year-End Summary of the 2012 Goals. With 6 
Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried.  
 
Mary Ann Newman – I would like to request that Renee place a summary on the City’s website if she can.  
 
B. Discuss 2013 Goals 
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing – Typically we discuss our annual goals at a work session and I would propose 
we do that again. We can have it at my house. We’ll use the 2012 goals as a model but let’s think about what we 
would like to happen in 2013.  
 
The Park Board will have a work session on Wednesday, February 13 at 8:00 p.m.  
 
6. CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT  
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing – On February 9, 2013 we’ll have our Winter Family Fun Night at Lions Park 
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. There will be games, ice skating, ice bowling, and tug-of-war. For a couple of these 
activities, we’ll need to mark the ice. John, is that something you can do? 
 
Executive Director Neska – Yes, I think we can do that.  
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing – There was concern about liability for hockey games and whether or not we 
would need waivers. I spoke with the City’s Attorney and he said that since we’re just providing the rink, we do 
not need a waiver. Laura’s friend will be providing music at the event. 
 
Mary Ann Newman – Who is going to orchestrate all of these?  
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing – The committee. There will be refreshments and Emily will be providing the 
hot chocolate and cups.  
 
Emily White – I don’t know if I would go with two hot drinks, maybe just the hot chocolate. Can we use the Fire 
Hall to heat it up? 
 
Executive Director Neska – I’ll check with the Chief. I’ll also bring the iron fire ring and firewood to the park.  
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing – The next item is publicity and marketing. Marge put a poster together for us so 
if people can distribute them that’d be great. I’ll get a copy to Renee to put on the website. There are some e-
mailing lists from Newport on the Move and NEWCO that we’ll use. We’ll also get information to the churches 
in town. On January 26, the Athletic Association will be doing a fun day at Newport Elementary School and will 
have posters available to hand out. The event is from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. if anyone would like to go. I’ve 
been in touch with the Bulletin and the SWCTC. Brian Schmidt from SWCTC will get some information on their 
channels. We talked about a warm-weather plan but decided to wait until we get closer to the date. The Athletic 
Association has a first aid kit that they’ll bring. Dan from the Athletic Association suggested having door prizes.  
 
Mary Ann Newman – The New-Park Lions Club donated some money for the event. I’ll give it to Renee on 
Monday.  
 
Chairperson Aguilar-Downing – The Athletic Association also thought they might have some funding for the 
event.  
 
7. BOARD REPORTS  
 
Marge Meconis – No Report 
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Anita Perkins – No Report 
 
Mary Ann Newman – No Report 
 
Emily White – No Report 
 
Laura Duffey – No Report 
 
8. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT  
 
Executive Director Neska – The City Council approved purchasing a solar panel system for the Michael J. 
Phillips Pavilion. I’ll keep you updated as that is installed. I also have an update on the overlooks. I contacted 
John Loomis with the South Washington Watershed District who has taken over our request to re-evaluate and re-
do the overlooks. I sent him an email with a couple questions and am hoping to have an update at the next 
meeting. 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Meconis, seconded by Duffey, to adjourn the Park Board Meeting at 7:26 P.M.  With 6 Ayes, 0 
Nays, the motion carried. 
       
 

Signed: _____________________________ 
       Tom Aguilar-Downing, Chairperson 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Renee Helm 
Executive Analyst 


