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CITY OF NEWPORT 
HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MINUTES OF MAY 14, 2014 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
The May 14, 2014 regular meeting of the Newport Heritage Preservation Commission 
(HPC) was called to order by Vice Chairperson Jo Bailey at 5:30 p.m. in the council 
chamber of the Newport City Hall.  
 
Roll Call 
 
The following members were present:  Jo Bailey, Fred Leimbek, and Bev Bartl,   
 
Member Linda Michie was absent (excused). 
 
Also present:  Robert Vogel (consultant); Bill Sumner (council liaison). 
 
Secretary’s Report 
 
The minutes of the March 12, 2014 annual meeting were approved as corrected. 
 
Mill Pond 
 
Consultant Vogel provided an update on the status of the city’s acquisition of the 
Johnson estate property.  The status of the Marko property, which is on the market, was 
also discussed. 
 
Brown House study  
 
Consultant Vogel informed the commission that the city had been awarded a Certified 
Local Government grant to conduct historical and archaeological investigation of the 
former Loren Johnson residence (also known as the Historic William R. Brown House) 
located at 331 7th Street.  The study is expected to begin this summer.   
 
Neighborhood preservation 
 
Consultant Vogel reported on the status of his work on delineating historic residential 
neighborhoods. 
 
Haugen Award 
 
Chairperson Michie announced that the 2014 Betty Haugen Memorial Heritage 
Preservation Award will be given to Nolan and Samantha Fritze in recognition of their 
efforts to preserve and rehabilitate the historic Huganin House, 597 4th Avenue.  The 
plaque will be presented at the next city council meeting. 
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Pool 2 
 
Consultant Vogel provided a brief overview of the Army Corps of Engineers planning for 
improvements of the Mississippi River between Lock & Dams 1 and 2.  Newport is in 
Pool 2 but will probably not be directly affected by any of the proposed navigation 
improvements. 
 
Pioneer Day 
 
Plans for Pioneer Day (August 10) were discussed.  The HPC will have a table with 
information about the city’s preservation program and the 125th anniversary of the city’s 
incorporation.  There will also be a formal dedication of the Newport Veteran’s 
Monument.   
 
Preservation conference 
 
This year’s statewide preservation conference will be in St. Paul on September 17-19.  
Scholarships are available for those who are able to attend at least two full days of the 
conference.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:20 p.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Robert C. Vogel, Preservation Planning Consultant 


