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Newport Economic Development Authority Minutes 
November 5, 2015 

                 
1.  CONVENE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING 
President Geraghty called the Regular NEDA Meeting to order at 5:53 P.M. 
 
A.  Roll Call 
Commission Members Present – Tim Geraghty, Tom Ingemann, Bill Sumner, Tracy Rahm, Dan Lund 
 
Commission Members Absent -  
 
B.  Review Agenda 
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Ingemann, to approve the Agenda as presented. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the 
motion carried. 
 
C. Approval of August 6, 2015 NEDA Meeting Minutes 
 
Motion by Rahm, seconded by Sumner, to approve the August 6, 2015 minutes as presented.  With 5 Ayes, 
0 Nays, the motion carried.   
 
2. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Discussion Regarding Parcels Adjacent to Lions Park 
 
Melissa Taphorn, HRA Deputy Executive Director, presented on this item as outlined in the November 5, 2015 
NEDA Packet.  
 
Commissioner Sumner - This purchase is part of the long-term plan for that area? 
 
Ms. Taphorn - Correct. The HRA will be able to recover the costs of the two properties that it already purchased 
once they are sold for redevelopment but if we're doing this for parkland, we wouldn't recover those costs except 
through the City.  
 
President Geraghty - I have mixed feelings on this. Since the drainage piece is in there, it divides the park. We're 
talking $170,000 for all four since it's $88,000 for just two of the four lots.  
 
Supt. Hanson - You could possible bury a pipe for the drainage. 
 
Commissioner Sumner - Can this be part of the site development? 
 
Ms. Taphorn - It could be, you could maybe do a townhome building but it would have smaller density than 
you're looking for. You could have a commercial building on there too. 
 
Commissioner Lund - This is a lot of money for less than half an acre.  
 
Ms. Taphorn - The HRA can only acquire property at a fair market value and that has to be determined from a 
third-party appraiser.  



 
Commissioner Lund - We can always pay less than the appraised value. 
 
Ms. Taphorn - We can't under the uniform relocation act.  
 
Attorney Knaak - She's right.  
 
Commissioner Lund - A general sentiment now is that we have a lot of parkland. I don't know if I want to pay 
$88,000 for this. 
 
President Geraghty - The real question is if we want this as a gateway or have it go towards a commercial 
property.  
 
Executive Director Hill - I agree with Council that there is a lot of park land but it's an unusual site to have a 
visual gateway.   
 
Commissioner Lund - We think the whole island is worth less than this. How much would it cost to put a culvert 
in assuming we get all four? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - Probably $10,000.  
 
Commissioner Lund - All four would be close to $200,000. 
 
Commissioner Ingemann - The lots aren't that big.  
 
Commissioner Lund - I would be all for getting a commercial structure on there instead.  
 
Commissioner Sumner - We're locked in on that price? 
 
Commissioner Lund - If we say no they might get tired of trying to sell it and come back with a more reasonable 
price.  
 
Commissioner Sumner - Has it been on the commercial market yet? 
 
Ms. Taphorn - Yes, it was listed when the other properties were listed. 
 
Commissioner Lund - If we don't buy it there are three things that could happen, one is nothing and it stays 
vacant. Two is that someone else comes in and wants to build something there. Three, they get tired of trying to 
sell it and come back to us with a lesser price.  
 
Commissioner Sumner - We don't need that for the park? 
 
Commissioner Lund - It would be nice to connect that to the future development but not $200,000 nice.  
 
President Geraghty - It sounds like we'll pass.  
 
Ms. Taphorn - In the redevelopment plan, this is parkland. Does that need to change? 
 
Commissioner Sumner - Is it more beneficial as a park or commercial development? 
 
Commissioner Lund - Right now, it's a good natural buffer.  
 
President Geraghty - So the owner couldn't reduce the sale price? 
 



Attorney Knaak - If this goes away and the owner approaches the City, yes. 
 
Commissioner Sumner - I feel comfortable taking a pass on it.  
 
Commissioner Ingemann - We have more than enough parks.  
 
Ms. Taphorn - Do we want to revisit the redevelopment plan? The HRA needs guidance. We were given this 
opportunity and the plan says that you wanted it as parkland.  
 
President Geraghty - I think it would be nice to get all four of them at once.  
 
Ms. Taphorn - I think the reason it was parkland was because the redevelopment area needs more amenities if it's 
developed fully and this was one way to add those.  
 
Commissioner Ingemann - You could leave it as park or possible commercial.  
 
Ms. Taphorn - If that's not the guidance we have, we need to know not to go after certain properties.  
 
Commissioner Lund - If a price is higher than what has historically been happening in that area, we probably 
won't go for it. Can you do it in a way where you're not the signee so we're not stuck with what an appraiser says? 
 
Commissioner Sumner - Is there a requirement for a certain amount of parkland? 
 
Ms. Taphorn - No, it was a pleasant amenity. Just to confirm, you want to leave it as park but don't want us to 
proceed with any acquisitions at that time?  
 
President Geraghty - Yes. 
 
Commissioner Lund - If they're really interested in selling you can tell them to deal directly with the City.  
 
B. Discussion Regarding Water and Sewer for Catherine Drive 
 
Executive Director Hill and Jon Herdegen, City Planner presented on this item as outlined in the November 5, 
2015 NEDA Packet. If this development had city sewer and water, they would need to meet the lot requirements 
for the R-1 District. One option for bringing water to these lots is through the City of Woodbury. Additionally, the 
City could put a moratorium on development in this area to give staff more time to research how to bring water 
and sewer to this area. Peter Kanably, developer, was also present to discuss the potential development in this 
area. Mr. Kanably has a purchase agreement with the landowner for spring of 2016. The developer wanted this to 
be a 2016 project for 33 of the 57 acres. The EDA directed staff to continue working with Woodbury on the 
possibility of bringing water in.  
 
C. Discussion Regarding Loan Agreement with Tim Murphy for 1156 Hastings Avenue 
 
President Geraghty - Mr. Murphy has a potential buyer for this property. He's not coming out with any money. 
We were asking for an escrow for the loan agreement between the City and him. He's asked us to waive the 
interest. I'm ok with that.  
 
Commissioner Rahm - I'm ok with . 
 
President Geraghty - So we would only require the principal, $10,000.   
 
Councilman Sumner - We have long wanted to get something on that property. I'm ok with that.  
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Sumner, to only require the principal amount of $10,000 to be escrowed. 



With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried.  
 
D. Resolution No. 2015-2 - Adopting the 2016 Proposed Budget 
 
Executive Director Hill presented on this item as outlined in the November 5, 2015 NEDA Packet.  
 
President Geraghty - We did meet with the Governor's office about the Maxwell property getting into the 
bonding bill. They said it couldn't be but did contact MnDot about it. 
 
Executive Director Hill - We also may have six lots to sell in 2016.  
 
Commissioner Lund - The end of year for 2016 more likely be double because it's double counting a lot of 
things from 2015.  
 
Executive Director Hill - Yes. 
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Lund, to approve Resolution No. 2015-2. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the 
motion carried. 
 
4. ADJOURN 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Sumner, to adjourn the NEDA Meeting at 6:52 p.m.  With 5 Ayes, 0 
Nays, the motion carried.   
 
 
 
 
       Signed: _______________________________ 
        Tim Geraghty, President 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
Renee Eisenbeisz 
Executive Analyst 
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