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City of Newport 
Library Advisory Committee 

September 30, 2015 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
President Bailey called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. 
 
2. ROLL CALL 
Board Members present – Jo Bailey; Nancy Wetsel; Pam Geraghty;  
 
Board Members absent –Beverly Bartl; 
 
Also present –Renee Eisenbeisz, Executive Analyst; Jamie Smith, Library and Community Center Coordinator 
  
3. SECRETARY’S REPORT 
A. Minutes of the January 28, 2015 Regular Meeting 
B. Minutes of the March 25, 2015 Regular Meeting 
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Wetsel, to approve the January 28, 2015 and March 25, 2015 minutes. With 3 
Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried. 
 
4. OLD BUSINESS 
 
Pam Geraghty - I heard that Bob Vogel's presentation was very nice. 
 
President Bailey - Yes it was. We had about 12 people. He had a very nice presentation about farming and agriculture. I 
sent him a thank you note. He'll do another program at the holiday time.  
 
Executive Analyst Eisenbeisz - Does he usually like to coordinate those around the same time as the HPC meetings? 
 
President Bailey - Yes, I would think in November. He'll be in touch with you. I would like to comment that things seem 
to go very well at the Library, thank you Jamie for that. Could you tell us how well the programs are attended? 
 
Jamie Smith - I'd say regular attendance is around 6. If it's a bigger program like the magician, it pulls in around 25. Last 
year, I did that pumpkin craft and ran out with 24 pumpkins. This year, we're doing the same program and will have 30 
programs. That's set for October 22nd.  
 
President Bailey - That's good. You'll probably have a few repeats.  
 
Jamie Smith - The best program since our last meeting had an attendance of 10 kids and 4 adults, that was a movie night 
in August. We also did the summer book-a-wocky program through the County and had 22 entries, 2 teen, 1 adult, and 19 
kids. Brian Freeman came back in September and had 6 adults. He sold more books. One came from St. Cloud 
specifically for it.  
 
President Bailey - I was looking back at our notes and I know we've talked about Kathy Wurzer. She couldn't do 
anything until this fall at the earliest. Now it's the 30th anniversary of Almanac and they're doing all these things for that. 
 
Pam Geraghty - I saw something on her Highway 61 book on channel 2. She really covered a lot of territory.  
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President Bailey - We'll keep her on the back burner. Do you work with the County at all? 
 
Jamie Smith -Yes. Brian Freeman was through the Legacy funds and we just had another program through it, the Z 
Puppets.  
 
5. NEW BUSINESS 
 
President Bailey - The County has been looking at the library system to see how it will go forward. It's very encouraging 
and positive. They don't see any closing but making them more community oriented. It's a big group that meets. We had 
two meetings and they selected the St. Paul public library to lead this planning. I don't know if any of you received a 
survey in the mail. While I was gone, they had an all day meeting and are repeating it next Saturday in Forest Lake. That'll 
be telling us what they found from the survey. I think it's very positive.  
 
6. LIBRARIAN’S REPORT  
 
Jamie Smith - We have the following upcoming events: 

• Author Talk & Signing with Ric Wells. Oct 10th. 1pm-4pm.  
• Pumpkin Craft with markers, stickers, stencils: Thurs Oct 22nd 6pm-8pm. 30 pumpkins. 
• PAWS to Read Thurs Nov 5th @ 5:30pm 

 
President Bailey - Do the same people show up for PAWS to Read? 
 
Jamie Smith - No, it's different people. Last time they came, one of our regulars is four years old and never dealt with 
dogs before and this was the perfect opportunity to meet one.  
 
President Bailey - When is our next meeting? 
 
Executive Analyst Eisenbeisz - Ours is November 25th which is the day before Thanksgiving. We can do it the 23rd or 
24th or the week before. The HPC is meeting on the 18th so we would need to do the 16th or 17th. I can send an email to 
see what works. 
 
7. ADJOURNMENT  
The Library Advisory Committee adjourned at 5:48 p.m.       
 
 

Signed: _____________________________ 
       Jo Bailey, President 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Renee Eisenbeisz 


