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City of Newport 
Library Advisory Committee 

March 26, 2014 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
President Bailey called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
2. ROLL CALL 
Board Members present – Jo Bailey; Nancy Wetsel; Beverly Bartl; Sheila Laughton 
 
Board Members absent – Pam Geraghty; 
 
Also present –Deb Hill, City Administrator; Jamie Smith, Library and Community Center Attendant; Tracy 
Rahm, Council Liaison 
 
3. SECRETARY’S REPORT 
A. Minutes of the January 22, 2014 Regular Meeting 
 
Motion by Laughton, seconded by Wetsel, to approve the January 22, 2014 minutes as presented. With 4 
Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried.  
 
4. OLD BUSINESS 
 
There was no old business to discuss.  
 
5. NEW BUSINESS 
 
President Bailey - Historical Preservation Month is coming up in May and we had talked about having something 
at the Library. Bob Vogel our Historical Preservation Commission Consultant said that he would be delighted to 
come and speak in May. He was going to call Jamie to set up a date. Does anyone have ideas on what he could 
speak about? 
 
Admin. Hill - We just closed on the Johnson properties and there is one house on 7th Street that has remnants of 
the original log cabin inside the walls from 1840. He's going for a grant to excavate it and maybe he could speak 
about how they are going to do that.  
 
President Bailey - That's a good idea.  
 
A. Discussion Regarding Library and Community Center Hours and Volunteers 
 
Admin. Hill presented on this item as outlined in the March 26, 2014 Library Advisory Committee packet.  
 
President Bailey - Have we reached out to high school students? 
 
Admin. Hill - They have to be 18 to work alone so I think that would be an issue.  
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Beverly Bartl - Maybe two could work together. 
 
Admin. Hill - I would need to refer to our Attorney because it'd still be two minors. 
 
Beverly Bartl - I meant two 18 year olds. 
 
President Bailey - Jamie, why don't you chime in. 
 
Jamie Smith - Every third Saturday is because I work at the Woodbury Library. That's posted online and is a paid 
position. Hopefully they can find someone to be a sub for me. The third Sunday is also a big hole. We did just 
find someone that will cover the third Sunday from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. for even months and coverage will start in 
June so we still need someone to cover the third Sunday from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. for the odd months. 
 
Sheila Laughton - So we're basically looking for coverage for eight hours per week by volunteers?  
 
Jamie Smith - Yes and that's currently covered. 
 
Sheila Laughton - I'm just trying to get my head around how many hours are covered by volunteers. How many 
volunteers do we have? 
 
Jamie Smith - We have 7 regular volunteers that work when I'm not there.  
 
Sheila Laughton - So all of those are working when the library is open? 
 
Jamie Smith - Yes. 
 
Sheila Laughton - Do you have any need for someone to work when it's not open? I have a friend that can't 
volunteer when it's open but was wondering if you have any need for a volunteer in the morning to shelf books or 
something.  
 
Jamie Smith - No. We need people to be there when it's open. I would like to have a day where we're open earlier 
but there is not enough backlog to have someone there when we're not open. I suppose I could train someone on 
labels, that's the only ongoing task right now.  
 
President Bailey - How do we advertise it? 
 
Admin. Hill - Facebook and our website. 
 
Jamie Smith - And the paid position has been put in the Bulletin. 
 
Nancy Wetsel - Do you think appealing to local organizations like churches or high schools would work? 
 
Admin. Hill - Most churches have a bulletin, we could see if we could put something in there.  
 
Sheila Laughton - I think that would be a very good idea because I know there are people who do not get the 
Bulletin or are online. Do we have signs up? 
 
Jamie Smith - No but I could put something up. 
 
President Bailey - Newport Drug has a community board as well. We can manage for the time being though? 
 
Jamie Smith - Yes, I think we're doing ok. The vacancies are there but they are not extreme and I would rather 
have us continue to be open then close every Sunday because of one vacancy.  
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Sheila Laughton - I saw an article in the Bulletin about hotspots opening at Stafford and Grove Branch. They are 
access points into school district networks so students are automatically logged in to the network on their school-
issued iPads simply by walking into the front door. I was wondering if we could do something like that. 
 
Jamie Smith - I can look into it.  
 
Sheila Laughton - I know it's not that difficult for students to go in and log in but I've seen people sit outside 
using the hotspots so if we can make it an inexpensive service. It sounds like the library system is paying for it so 
maybe they could pay for Newport too. 
 
6. LIBRARIAN’S REPORT  
 
Jamie Smith - For programming, we did have our most successful program so far since I've been working at the 
Library. It was a "Sharpie Your Own Mug" program in February. There were 8 people and I think it went really 
well. The kids had fun. I began a new display over the computers. There are squares for individuals to decorate 
and I'll place them on the wall for a collage. We have a story time tomorrow night at 6:00 p.m. We're hoping 
people will continue to come to them. Last time we had a couple kids. 
 
President Bailey - Now that it's warmer I think there will be people.  
 
Jamie Smith - On April 15th we're doing a craft project to make a cotton ball sheep. That's at 6:00 p.m. Our 
biggest program, which is being funded through Washington County's legacy funding, is May 31st. We're having 
a ventriloquist come at 2:00 p.m. and it'll be a 35 to 45 minute show. We started offering ear buds for sale at cost, 
we're not making revenue from it. They've been popular.  
 
President Bailey - When you're doing these art projects, that's out of our budget correct? 
 
Jamie Smith - Yes. I'm trying to do monthly programs. It might be every other month depending on the budget. 
I'm going to try to get some more programs funded by Washington County over the summer and fall.  
 
President Bailey - Washington County has a summer reading program, will they help us with it? 
 
Jamie Smith - Yes, they help us promote it. 
 
Nancy Wetsel - Do we promote that through the school? 
 
Jamie Smith - We can. I know the County does extreme advertisement for it. 
 
President Bailey - I'm wondering if they could include us in their advertising.  
 
Admin. Hill - Maybe Jamie can find that out. I know we'll have our summer newsletter and will have it in there. 
 
Jamie Smith - I can check. You were talking about doing a book talk with Cathy Wurzer this spring, did anything 
come of that? 
 
President Bailey - I spoke with her and she is out of commission for about a year because she's writing a book. 
She'll be happy to come next year. I saw that Larry Millett just wrote another history book. I thought that would 
be a good program. Have there been any interesting programs at the Woodbury library for adults? 
 
Jamie Smith - I don't know off the top of my head. They did just ask me today if we would be willing to do 
"Dog-Gone Reading" where a service dog comes in to the library and a child reads to them. 
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Councilman Rahm - My wife was talking about a tea party thing for kids that they do at the Washington County 
libraries. I couldn't find anything online about it. 
 
President Bailey - We can look into it. What do you think about having some author coming during the summer? 
Do you think it's too busy with people on vacation?  
 
Admin. Hill - Summer is hard, it's a hit or miss. Early fall would be better. 
 
President Bailey - I think we should wait until fall too. I'll contact Larry, I think he would enjoy it. Anything 
about attendance? 
 
Jamie Smith - I can tell it's picking up because it's warmer. We get the biggest crowd right after school.  
 
President Bailey - Did we have a computer class for adults? 
 
Jamie Smith - Yes and no one came. There was a LinkedIn one in January and there was supposed to be a senior 
surf day that people needed to register for and no one did so we cancelled it. That could have been because of the 
weather. We can always repeat them in the summer too.  
 
Beverly Bartl - What about the iPad class? 
 
Jamie Smith - No one came to that either.  
 
Sheila Laughton - No Easter Egg hunt? 
 
Jamie Smith - I wasn't planning one. 
 
President Bailey - Do people come in and have meetings there? 
 
Jamie Smith - I had a tutor that came in for about two weeks but no other groups.  
 
Nancy Wetsel - For Bob Vogel, were we going to wait for his recommendation on a date? 
 
President Bailey - Yes because he doesn't live in town.  
 
7. ADJOURNMENT  
 
The Library Advisory Committee adjourned at 6:00 p.m.       
 
 

Signed: _____________________________ 
       Jo Bailey, President 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Renee Helm 
Executive Analyst 


