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City of Newport 
Library Advisory Committee 

January 22, 2014 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
President Bailey called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
2. ROLL CALL 
Board Members present – Jo Bailey; Nancy Wetsel; Pam Geraghty; Sheila Laughton 
 
Board Members absent – Beverly Bartl;  
 
Also present –Deb Hill, City Administrator; Renee Helm, Executive Analyst; Jamie Smith, Library and 
Community Center Attendant; Tracy Rahm, Council Liaison 
 
3. SECRETARY’S REPORT 
A. Minutes of the November 21, 2013 Regular Meeting 
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Wetsel, to approve the November 21, 2013 minutes as presented. With 4 
Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried.  
 
4. OLD BUSINESS 
 
Executive Analyst Helm noted that at the January 16 meeting, the City Council approved the annual appointments 
which include reappointing Nancy, Jo, and Beverly. The City Council also approved the recommendation to 
change the name from the Library Board to the Library Advisory Committee. 
 
President Bailey - Bob Vogel gave a talk on December 29 at the Library and Community Center. It was a 
wonderful talk. I think about 16 people came. We had also talked about getting Kathy Werzur to come present. I 
put in two calls to her so hopefully we'll hear back. Jamie, have we received popular books from Washington 
County? 
 
Jamie Smith - Yes, we received 130 titles. They were donated so we can keep them permanently. I asked for 
newer non-fiction. 
 
Pam Geraghty - Do you have them set aside? 
 
Jamie Smith - They're still in their boxes, I'm going to label them. 
 
President Bailey - I also saw that there was a comment about people not using the drop box here at City Hall but 
Renee you said that people use it. 
 
Executive Analyst Helm - Yes, I've seen people use it all the time. Washington County comes at 5:00 in the 
morning on Tuesdays and Fridays to collect and deliver books. 
 
5. NEW BUSINESS 
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Nancy Wetsel - Do you have a time in mind for Kathy? 
 
President Bailey - What do you think about spring? 
 
Pam Geraghty - That would be good if we can get her.  
 
President Bailey - I'll let her know that we're open.  
 
6. LIBRARIAN’S REPORT  
 
Jamie Smith - I'm coordinating through Washington County to do "Winter Jackets," which is an adult reading 
program. Patrons can check out any book and fill out a review sheet on what they thought about the book. They 
can submit that form for any book they read through the end of February. Each form they submit enters them into 
a drawing for a prize. On February 11, we'll do a "Sharpie Your Own Mug" program. Individuals can draw on 
their mugs with permanent markers and then they'll take it home to bake. On January 25, we're having a LinkedIn 
Class. A librarian from Woodbury will be teaching the class. LinkedIn is a professional network for adults. 
Finally, we'll start doing a story time with one of our volunteers.  
 
President Bailey - Have we gotten a lot of people for the story time? 
 
Jamie Smith - We've only done one and no one came but it was at 7:00 p.m. so we think that was too late. The 
next one will be at 6:00 and then 1:30 on Saturday. 
 
Pam Geraghty - How do you advertise? 
 
Jamie Smith - Renee printed out flyers to bring to Newport Elementary and they'll give it to each student.  
 
Pam Geraghty - I do think 7:00 is a little late during the school year, 6:00 should be a lot better.  
 
President Bailey - It sounds busy. How is the Dewey Decimal labeling coming? 
 
Jamie Smith - I haven't started that yet but the books from Washington County will be the first ones to have it. 
 
President Bailey - You had mentioned that we probably need a new copier. 
 
Jamie Smith - We got one, it's a copy, fax and scan all in one and it's wonderful.  
 
President Bailey - That's nice.  
 
Executive Analyst Helm - I have one update. I did send some information to the Bulletin, Star Trib, and Pioneer 
Press in December about the Library. I do continue to send them information on programming.  
 
Sheila Laughton - Who takes care of lowering the flag for the holidays? 
 
Executive Analyst Helm - Public Works does. 
 
Sheila Laughton - What about on the weekends? 
 
Executive Analyst Helm - I would need to check. 
 
Sheila Laughton - I had noticed that it wasn't down one of the times it fell on a weekend. I’m not sure what 
event. 
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Executive Analyst Helm - I can check.  
 
7. ADJOURNMENT  
 
The Library Advisory Committee adjourned at 5:45 p.m.       
 
 

Signed: _____________________________ 
       Jo Bailey, President 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Renee Helm 
Executive Analyst 


