
 
 
 

City of Newport 
City Council Special Workshop Meeting Minutes 

March 15, 2016 
 
         
1. ROLL CALL  
Council Present – Tim Geraghty, Tom Ingemann, Bill Sumner, Tracy Rahm, Dan Lund 
 
Commissioners Present – Emily White, Park Board Chair 

 
Council Absent –  

              
Staff Present – Deb Hill, City Administrator  
 
2. PARK BOARD INTERVIEWS 
 
Mayor Geraghty – Linda withdrew her application so we still have John and Paul Hansen is still 
interested but Paul couldn’t make it. 
 

A. JOHN GRABER 
 

Mayor Geraghty – I’m just going to keep it real informal so just talk about your interest with a little 
introduction.  I know you’ve lived in the community forever. I knew your mother…so I know you’ve 
lived on the river a long time.  
 
John Graber – Yeah I like where I live in Newport. I’ve used the parks since I was born. I went to 
Newport Elementary so with all of that I’ve been interested in participating. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – I’m glad you stepped up and came forward. We need that.  
 
Admin. Hill – It’s good to have new eyes. 
 
Councilman Lund – So John’s my next door neighbor and I recruited him, hopefully he’ll be excited to 
do it. I think now is a really exciting time for Newport parks especially relating to the river development 
of the parks. He’s the guy I go to whenever I have any questions about the river or about docks or 
anything like that. I think he’d be a wonderful addition and we’re lucky to have him.  
 
Councilman Rahm – So now we only have two people to fill the positions? Is that correct? 
 
Mayor Geraghty – Yeah.  
 
Councilman Sumner – What type of experience do you have that makes you so knowledgeable about 
docks?  
 
John Graber – I put a large dock in….I’ve lived on the river my whole life so I’ve had a dock since I 
was old enough to walk on one. I’ve seen many different style docks go in. I’ve worked at two different 
marinas. 
 
Councilman Sumner – Okay that’s very important to have that professional business exposure on the 
docks.  
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John Graber – I’ve worked with people on building docks. I’ve sold docks. 
 
Councilman Rahm – How about fishing piers? 
 
John Graber – Well I’ve had people fish on my dock. 
 
Councilman Lund – He knows how to build a bulletproof dock. 
 
Councilman Sumner – Is yours a year-round dock? 
 
John Graber – It is. It spends the whole time down there. It’s 120 feet long, 4 slips with a big 20 inch 
pipe holding it in place. I’ve had a barge come in twice and put a pipe down for me.  
 
Councilman Sumner – What does that mean? Put pipe down? 
 
John Graber – It just drives it in…the pipe in. I’ve got power down on the dock so I’ve learned about 
putting power underwater and all of that stuff. 
 
Councilman Sumner – Were you working with the coast guard then because of your dock?  Did it go out 
in the channel?  
 
John Graber – No I worked with the corps. of engineers on that. 
 
Councilman Lund – It doesn’t stick out that far from shore.  
 
John Graber – If you put something in the water they do want to be notified though.  
 
Councilman Ingemann – Getting back to the parks…..what kind of things would you like to see come in 
to the parks? We have a lot of them. 
 
John Graber – We do have a lot of them. We don’t have enough people using the parks. There’s not 
enough people using the parks. We have a lot of park space…..we need to bring more people in to play 
baseball, play softball. It’d be nice if we held tournaments here and it’d be nice to see more people out 
there.  
 
Councilman Ingemann – That would be the athletic association that would put that in.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – We’re in talks with Woodbury as well right? 
 
Councilman Ingemann – Most of the kids play with Woodbury and Cottage Grove. I know the 
football…my grandson played up in Woodbury with the group up there that is part of the East Ridge 
group and that’s where they’re going to end up going to high school.  
Mayor Geraghty – Yeah unless they change it. Who knows…… 
 
Councilman Ingemann – We have a lot of parks not including what the school district has. The school 
forest is ours but the ball fields over by the grade school aren’t ours.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – Is that the one you’re looking at drainage issues with too? 
 
Councilman Lund – We take a little bit of responsibility for the school ball fields so I’m trying to figure 
that out. How to get some decent grass in there.  
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Councilman Ingemann – What kind? 
 
Councilman Lund – We handle the infields. 
 
Councilman Ingemann – Public Works does? 
 
Admin. Hill – We don’t mow. We just do lining and drag the field. 
 
John Graber – We also need more water access. We have a lot of places going down but none of them 
are really being utilized they need to be someplace where they can be watched better.  
 
Councilman Ingemann – Who are you going to get to watch them? 
 
John Graber – In a position where they can be watched easier either by local people or the police. They 
just need to be able to have access. Over in St. Paul Park they have the island, people can go down to the 
island and use that island. Still, the police come in and they look around by the boat ramp. 
 
Councilman Ingemann – Do we have a lot of vandalism in the parks right now? 
 
Admin. Hill – I haven’t heard about much lately no. 
 
Councilman Lund – There’s been some though, Bruce has had to clean stuff up. Wasn’t there someone 
painting on stuff? 
 
Admin. Hill – I think that was over one of the ped. bridges. 
 
Councilman Sumner – Are we responsible for that? 
 
Councilman Ingemann – yeah they built them and now they’re ours. 
 
Councilman Sumner – What interests and understanding do you have with trees and shrubs and other 
forms of vegetation in the parks?  
 
John Graber – I’m not sure what’s in the parks right now as far as what’s gone in. I know there’s the big 
beautiful oaks pioneer. Loveland Park is pretty well groomed nothing really going on there I haven’t 
noticed any big deaths going around as far as elms or ash or anything like that.  
 
Councilman Rahm – Just Buckthorn. 
 
Councilman Sumner – Several years ago somebody in town had a business providing disc golf. Do you 
have any understanding about that? 
 
John Graber – I know where it’s located. Other than that no I don’t know anything him or the sport.  
Councilman Lund – I wonder if we have enough space at Loveland for 9 holes. 
 
Councilman Ingemann – We probably do. 
 
Commissioner White – The park board looked at that and also talked with the fellow, I didn’t personally 
but someone on the park board did, and in order for Loveland to have a full field we’d have to take up a 
lot of the ball field.  
 
Councilman Lund – They’ve done that other places. I guess the problem is if there is a conflict right? 
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Commissioner White – Bu there’s structures there there’s the posts that go in for it. 
 
Councilman Lund – Yeah the holes and then there’s a little concrete slab for the tee. 
 
Commissioner White – But those posts generally stay in all the time like Cottage Grove does. 
 
Councilman Lund – Yeah but you’d have to put it up on the hill a little bit.  
 
Commissioner White – But to have however many poles or whatever….it wouldn’t work out unless we 
took over part of the ball field and outfield.  
 
Councilman Lund – Those are really popular.  
 
Councilman Sumner – A reduced size court up there would be nice. It would be a nice attraction.  
 
Councilman Lund – I would think that you could put the hole somewhere where it wouldn’t be in the 
boundary of the ball field.  
 
John Graber – The person that owns that company…have you had him look at it to see if he could come 
up with a design? 
 
Commissioner White – I didn’t personally but somebody on the park board at the time did. It can but it 
would have to come down into the ball field. Then you would have the holes there and you can’t have the 
posts in the outfield.  
 
John Graber – You think you’d try to find a way to make it work.  
 
Councilman Lund – Well….I think it’s a cool idea worth exploring. 
 
Councilman Sumner – What about like a driving range where you have 2 or 3 options to throw to? Just a 
practice field rather than an official course. I’ve heard that it’s a popular sport for a lot of kids.  
 
John Graber – I’ve seen the one down in Cottage Grove and it’s used a lot when I was there.  
 
Councilman Ingemann – Yeah we’ve got parks that are not used.  
 
Councilman Sumner – Would you have the time to serve monthly meetings? 
 
John Graber – Yes. 
 
Commissioner White – We meet the fourth Thursday at 6 p.m. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – Sometimes you can cancel too. 
Commissioner White – We don’t meet in November and December and there might be some other 
months that we don’t meet because we don’t have anything real pressing.  
 
John Graber – Okay. That wouldn’t be an issue for me. 
 
Councilman Ingemann – Right now it’s kind of like…prioritize whatever you got to do. There is pull 
tab money that we’re going to start using.  
 
Commissioner White – One of the things we’re talking about…Matt, the Assistant Public Works 
Director brought up the pet bridge landings so growing stuff there has gotten to be a lot of work for public 
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works. We’re looking at replacing that with something that takes less effort to keep up and so last month 
we talked about doing native grasses, the different kinds of grasses. We do Pioneer Day where we have 
displays and so on. We also have a group of people who are calling themselves the “friends of the park 
board”. These are people that have been on the park board before and they’re doing a lot of work for the 
city. Susan Lindoo and her husband Mike took a pruning class. They had to pay for the class and you did 
too. 
 
Councilman Sumner – Yeah I was out two Sundays with them.  
 
Commissioner White – Now they’re marking trees that need to be pruned and that sort of thing. This 
group, that also helps with the community garden that was started by Newport-on-the-Move.  
 
John Graber – It’s nice to have that. 
 

B. LINDA KRIEL – Withdrew from consideration. 
 

3. ADJOURNMENT  
  
 
 
 
 

Signed: _____________________________ 
            Tim Geraghty, Mayor 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Andrew Brunick 
Administrative Intern 
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