
Upcoming Events: 

City Council 

September 3, 2015 @ 5:30 p.m. 

September 17, 2015 @ 5:30 p.m. 

Planning Commission 

September 10, 2015 @ 6:00 p.m. 

October 8, 2015 @ 6:00 p.m. 

City Hall is Closed on September 
7, 2015due to the Labor Day 
Holiday.  
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Earlier this year, the City Council and senior staff met to discuss short and long-term goals for the City 
of Newport while reviewing its strengths, challenges, and opportunities and last year's Strategic Plan. 
From this discussion, the 2014 Strategic Plan was updated and approved at the June 4, 2015 City 
Council meeting. The Strategic Plan lists the City's mission and vision statements, past achievements, 
assets and strengths, and short-term goals that the City Council identified during its work session. The 
City will accomplish the goals through wise financial planning, progressive thinking, innovative solu-
tions, deliberate risk-taking, and collaborative decision-making. The six short-term goals are listed be-
low along with their action steps and will be completed between 2015 and 2017. 
  
1. Maintain the City's fiscal health 
The action steps for this goal are: actively monitor the budget and provide timely financial reports; link 
budget priorities with the Strategic Plan; and explore partnerships and collaborations that may result in 
new revenues or cost savings. City staff continuously monitors the budget and provides monthly finan-
cial reports on the City's website.  
  
2. Ensure successful development of the transit site and surrounding areas 
The action steps for this goal are: partner with the HRA and revisit recent HRA studies related to the 
transit site and establish the rights to the MNDOT property. The transit site opened in December 2014 
and had its grand opening in April 2015. The City continues to work with the Washington County HRA 
to develop the transit station area. The HRA recently created a brochure to market the City and the 
areas around the transit station.   
  
3. Focus on business outreach and retention 
The action steps for this goal are: meet with builders, developers, and contractors to obtain input on 
existing regulations; develop a business outreach program; and market the City and promote its small 
town brand. The City Council recently approved a conditional use permit for a large office/warehouse 
building on Hastings Avenue, north of Ford Road.  
  
4. Analyze City facilities and infrastructure for long-term efficiency 
The action steps for this goal are: obtain quote on improvements to City Hall; continue street infrastruc-
ture programs; maintain and improve city facilities; and develop an action plan for I & I reduction. City 
staff is currently analyzing City facilities to determine future needs. Additionally, the City recently sub-
mitted a request to the Budget Services Division of the MN Management and Budget office for 
$4,987,000 for I & I. The request would be for I & I sanitary service lining and manhole sealing 
throughout the City.   
  
5. Develop City properties 
The action steps for this goal are: continue dialogue to purchase the island; return City-owned property 
to the tax rolls; and develop park and river access. The City will be marketing several City-owned prop-
erties for single-family redevelopment in the near future. Additionally, the City applied for a FEMA grant, 
DNR grant, and money from the South Washington County Watershed District  to purchase the remain-
ing three properties along Cedar Lane. Once those three properties are purchased, the City will turn 
that area into a park with access to the Mississippi River and potentially the island.  
  
6. Develop the City's workforce 
The action steps for this goal are: continue staff professional development; add GIS technology; and 
Council, staff, and advisory committees participate in training programs and professional development. 
City staff continues to attend professional conferences and training events throughout the year.   
  
The full Strategic Plan is available on the City's website at ci.newport.mn.us or at City Hall. Please con-
tact Deb Hill, City Administrator, at (651) 459-5677 if you have any questions regarding the Strategic 
Plan.  

City Council Approves Strategic Plan 
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Library Express Lockers Moved to Transit Station 
Washington County Library and the City of Newport announce the move of the 
Newport Library Express lockers and book return from Newport City Hall to 
the Newport Transit Station, 250 Red Rock Crossing, Newport.  
 
When the Newport Library Express lockers and book return were installed at 
Newport City Hall in 2012, the plan was to relocate them to the Newport 
Transit Station when it was built. The Transit Station is now open and the 
Washington County Library and the City of Newport have moved forward as 
planned. 
 
The Transit Station offers enough space to double the number of lockers 
from 10 to 20. The new location also increases visibility and offers a conven-
ient location, especially for commuters taking advantage of the express bus 
services at the Newport Transit Station. 
 
“The Newport Transit Station is a new amenity for the Newport community and the entire southeast metro area,” said Commissioner Karla 
Bigham, District 4. “Consolidating the transit and library services from Washington County in a single location makes sense, and adds con-
venience and additional services for community members.” 
 
The Newport Library Express lockers and book return are available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Those interested may request titles 
from Washington County Library’s catalog. They will be notified by email when the requested materials are ready for pickup at the secure 
lockers outside the Newport Transit Station. Materials can be returned to the Newport Library Express book return or any public library in the 
Twin Cities metro area. 
 
For additional information, visit a Washington County library, www.co.washington.mn.us, or contact the Park Grove Branch of Washington 
County Library at (651) 459-2040. 

Are you able-bodied, over age 12, appreciate a free workout, and eager to bust some buckthorn? If so, the City needs your help in removing 
buckthorn from Newport Bailey School Forest at the Annual Buckthorn Removal Day, Saturday, October 24, 2015 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. 
  
Buckthorn invades yards and woods, forms a dense, prickly undergrowth, and competes with native plants for light, water, and nutrients. By 
volunteering you can help one of Newport’s most beautiful parks by removing this invasive plant and learn how to control and prevent buck-
thorn’s spread in your own yard.  
  
Please be sure to wear long sleeved shirts, jeans or old pants, work shoes, and gloves. If you can, please bring any channel-locking pliers , a 
hacksaw, or loppers. Individuals will need to sign a liability waiver on Saturday morning and parents must sign for children who participate. 
To participate, please contact Renee Eisenbeisz at (651) 459-5677 / reisenbeisz@newportmn.com, by Monday, October 19, 2015, so that 
supplies and snacks can be arranged.   

9th Annual Buckthorn Removal Day - October 24, 2015 

Newport Annual Fun Walk - October 10, 2015  
The Park Board will again be sponsoring its annual Fun Walk on Saturday October 10, 2015 beginning at 9:00 a.m. and will take place rain 
or shine. This year we are encouraging everyone to bring their leashed dog to walk with them. We will meet at the pedestrian bridge on the 
northwest side of Hwy 61 near Tinucci’s Restaurant and walk the loop across both bridges. There will also be a craft for kids to do at the end 
of the walk. 

The Park Board is conducting its second annual Newport Park Photo Contest. The contest is open to all Newport residents and there is a new 
contest each season. Adult and youth (under 18) divisions will compete in two categories: Best Black and White Shot and Best Color Shot. 
Submission should include the photographer’s name and date of birth, address, phone number, which Park it was shot in, which category it 
is being submitted for, and the approximate date taken. Photos can be submitted electronically to reisenbeisz@newportmn.com or printed 
photos (which will not be returned) can be mailed to or dropped off at City Hall at 596 7th Avenue, Newport, MN 55055. The deadline for the 
Summer Contest is September 30th. Each Season’s winning photos will be displayed on the City's website and at various venues throughout 
the City. Additionally, there will be two cash prizes for the Overall Best Photos of the Year.  

2015 Newport Park Photo Contest - Summer Contest Submittals Due September 30th 

http://www.co.washington.mn.us�


Fall 2015                         Page 3 

Public Works Department 
Compost Site - The Newport Compost Site will be closing for the season on Saturday, November 14, 2015.  The hours of operation until this 
are Wednesdays and Fridays from 3:30 to 6:30 p.m. and Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  All brush must be less than six inches in 
diameter and incurs a fee of $5 per cubic yard.  Grass and leaves incur a fee of $5 per vehicle load.  If you choose to bag your leaves and 
brush, please be sure to use compostable bags.  If you use plastic bags to haul leaves you must empty them and take them home with you.  
  
Mailbox - Now is a good time for all residents to take a look at their mailboxes and posts.  It is important to check for obvious damage, such 
as cracked boards or posts, missing screws, etc.  Also, be sure to look below ground level to ensure that your post is still in good condition.  A 
rotted post will not stand up to a Minnesota winter for very long, and repairs are more difficult to make after the ground has frozen.  A single 
post should be used for the mailbox support that is constructed of either a 4-inch by 4-inch square wooden post, a 4-inch diameter wooden 
post, or a metal support of a weight of three pounds per foot or less for any one foot of vertical measurement above ground.   
  
The Public Works Department will revert to its fall hours on Monday, October 5, 2015.  The hours of operation will be from 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Monday through Friday.   

Police Department 
School Safety - Please be on the lookout for kids walking, riding their bikes, and taking the bus to school and slow down when you see them. 
Please remember that you must always stop for buses in both directions when you see the stop arm extended and red lights flashing.  
  
Winter Parking Ban - We would like to remind residents that a winter parking ban will go into effect beginning October 1, 2015.  This parking 
ban prohibits parking on either side of any City street between the hours of 2:00 and 6:00 a.m. Officers will issue warnings until the first 
snowfall, at which time they will issue citations.  

Fire Prevention Week and Fire Department Open House 
Fire Prevention Week is October 4 – 10, 2015 and was established to commemorate the Great Chi-
cago Fire of 1871.  In 1920, President Woodrow Wilson issued the first National Fire Prevention Day 
proclamation, and since 1922, Fire Prevention Week has been observed the week of October 9th. 
This year’s theme is “Hear the BEEP where you SLEEP" and is stressing the importance of having a 
working smoke alarm in every bedroom.  Did you know that roughly half of home fire deaths result 
from fires reported between 11 p.m. and 7 a.m., when most people are asleep?  Visit http://
www.nfpa.org/safety-information/for-consumers/fire-and-safety-equipment/smoke-alarms for addi-
tional information on smoke alarms.  
 
The Newport Fire Department recognizes this important event each year with a visit to Newport Ele-
mentary, including a fun coloring contest.  The Fire Department will also be holding its annual Open 
House on Friday, October 9th at 6:00 p.m.  The open house will be at Fire Station #1, 155 20th 
Street. There will be refreshments, door prizes, demonstrations, fire truck rides, and much more! 

Since 2013, the Metro Bowhunters Resource Base (MBRB) have been conducting a controlled hunt in Loveland Park and Bailey School For-
est after October 15th of each year. This will be the third year that the MBRB will conduct their hunt. They will be hunting in both parks Octo-
ber 17-18, November 7-8, November 21-22, and December 5-6. During this time, the parks will be closed to the public. Residents living adja-
cent to the parks will be sent information in October.  
  
Per the ordinance, individuals are also allowed to hunt deer with a bow and arrow during the regular season on private land that is at least 
five (5) contiguous acres. In order to hunt, individuals must complete the MBRB Proficiency Test Certificate on an annual basis. Individuals 
must have the certificate and permission from the property owner on hand when hunting. Visit the City’s website at www.ci.newport.mn.us to 
view a map outlining the allowed areas to hunt in Newport. For more information, please contact City Hall at (651) 459-5677. 

Archery Deer Hunting in Newport 

2015 Elections 
The General Election will be held on Tuesday, November 3rd from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  The polling place for all of Newport is at Newport 
Elementary, 851 6th Avenue.  The School Board will have three positions and a few questions on the ballot. If you are unable to vote in per-
son on Election Day, you may vote either in person or by mail starting September 18, 2015.  If you wish to do so, or if you have questions 
regarding this process, please contact Washington County’s Property Records and Taxpayer Services Department at (651) 430-6175.  If you 
are planning to vote by mail, please apply early so that you are able to mail back or deliver your absentee ballot before Election Day.   

http://www.nfpa.org/safety-information/for-consumers/fire-and-safety-equipment/smoke-alarms�
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City of Newport 
596 7th Avenue 

Newport, MN 55055 
 

City Hall: 
Hours:  M-Th  8 a.m.-6:00 p.m.  
Phone: (651) 459-5677 
Fax: (651) 459-9883 
 
Public Works: 
Phone:  (651) 459-2475 
 
Police Department: 
Office:  (651) 459-9933 
Dispatch:      (651) 439-9381 
Emergency:  9-1-1 
 
Fire Department: 
Office: (651) 459-9390 
Emergency:  9-1-1 
 
Library: 
Hours:  Monday 4:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
 Tuesday 1:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
 Wednesday 12:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
 Thursday 3:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
 Friday 5:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
 Saturday 12:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
 Sunday 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Phone:  (651) 459-9631 

Senior Citizen Utility Discount - MUST BE RENEWED BY END OF NOVEMBER  
Senior citizens who are 65 years of age and older are eligible for a discount on their quarterly utility bill. Individuals can sign up for the dis-
count at City Hall by filling out an application and showing an ID. Individuals who have already signed up for this discount need to come into 
City Hall to renew it by the end of November 2015. 

Winning Numbers from Pioneer Day Raffle 
The City would like to thank everyone that came out to help celebrate Pioneer Day on August 9th, it was a great day! The City would also like 
to thank the following sponsors: Advanced Sportswear, Amerect Inc., Anchor Bank, Cloverleaf Bar and Grill, Fay’s Newport Style Salon, Glad-
stone Used Cars, John Bartl Hardware,  Johnson Auto Body, NAPA Auto Parts, Newport Drug, Newport St. Paul Cold Storage, North Pole Res-
taurant, Northern Tier Energy, Red’s Savoy Pizza, Resource Recovery Technologies, Roscher Dental,  RSI Agency, South Suburban Rental, St. 
Paul Park Newport Lions, Ten-E Packaging, Tinucci’s, and Xcel Energy.   
  
The raffle drawing took place at 5:00 p.m. on Pioneer Day and the winning numbers for prizes that weren't claimed that day are below. These 
numbers are located on your Pioneer Day button. If you have a winning number, please bring your button to City Hall to claim your prize. 

Prize Button # Prize Button # 

4 Tickets to the August 28 Twins Game from Ten-E Packaging 450 $50 Gift Card to NAPA Auto Parts 207, 232, 256, 
and 272 

4 Tickets to the September 14 Twins Game from Newport St. Paul 
Cold Storage 206 $20 Gift Card to Tinucci’s 32 and 451 

$100 Gift Card to SuperAmerica 521 $10 Gift Card to Tinucci’s 57 

$75 Gift Card to SuperAmerica 25 and 171 $15 Gift Card to the North Pole Restaurant 68, 415, 570, and 
578 

$50 Gift Card to SuperAmerica 
35, 182, 186, 
212, 526, 546, 
and 550 

3 Free Small Combo Meals from Burger King 204 

$25 Gift Card to SuperAmerica 
109, 161, 279, 
392, 465, and 
582 

Variety of T-Shirts from Advanced Sportswear 513 and 557 
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