
 

City of Newport 
City Council Minutes 

September 1, 2011 
                 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Tim Geraghty called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M.  
 
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3.  ROLL CALL -        
Council Present – Tim Geraghty, Tracy Rahm, Bill Sumner, Steve Gallagher 
 
Council Absent – Tom Ingemann 
              
Staff Present –   Brian Anderson, City Administrator; Bruce Hanson, Supt. of Public Works; Curt 
Montgomery, Police Chief;  Mark Mailand, Fire Chief; Renee Helm, Executive Analyst; John Stewart, 
City Engineer; Fritz Knaak, City Attorney 
 
Staff Absent –    
                                            
4.  ADOPT AGENDA 
Mayor Geraghty: I will pull the minutes from the consent agenda to discuss.  
 
Motion by Gallagher, seconded by Sumner, to adopt the Agenda as presented.  With 4 Ayes, 0 
Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried. 
 
5.  ADOPT CONSENT AGENDA 
A.  Minutes of the August 4th, 2011 Regular City Council Meeting as amended  
 
Councilman Sumner – A couple things I noticed while reviewing the minutes. On page 4 of 6, a quote 
from Chief Montgomery, “At this time I’m not taking any comments” it should be making any comments. 
On page 5, Councilman Sumner in the middle, the last sentence says “I am open to greater economies in 
making full transcription available” I would like to change it to “I am open to greater economies, but 
believe in making full transcripts available.” 
 
Admin. Anderson – I’d also like to note that the minutes state that the Fire Chief was not present but he 
was so we will make that change as well. 
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Gallagher, to adopt the August 4, 2011 minutes as amended.  
With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried. 
  
B.  List of Bills (In the amount of $201,453.09) 
 
Motion by Sumner, seconded by Rahm, to adopt the list of bills.  With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the 
motion carried. 
 
6.  VISITORS PRESENTATIONS/PETITIONS/CORRESPONDENCE 
None  
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7.  MAYOR’S REPORT 
A. State of Minnesota Proclamation Marking September 2011 as “Campus Fire Safety Month” 
 
Mayor Geraghty – Governor Dayton signed a proclamation declaring the month of September as 
Campus Fire Safety month as a reminder to everyone to check the smoke alarms and for students to check 
out the dorms to make sure everything is safe. Just a general reminder to be aware of smoke detectors. 
 
Also, the Civil War Sesquicentennial is taking place September 23-25, 2011 in Pioneer Park. On 
Friday, there will be a picnic being catered by Tinucci’s. Tickets are available at City Hall. 
 
There was a budget workshop on August 25 where we went through the budget in detail. It was a 
good discussion. 
  
Finally, the water and sewer bills will be mailed out next week. Please note that the bills will be 
higher than normal because the City has not read the meters in a couple months. 
 
Admin. Anderson – I would like to note that City Hall will be closed on Monday, September 5 
due to the holiday so if residents have questions regarding the water and sewer bills, please call 
on Tuesday. There is a note regarding the water and sewer bills on the website and Facebook. 
 
Councilman Sumner – Will the billing period be listed to incorporate the entire time being 
covered as opposed to just the standard quarterly listing? Will it show how many months are 
being paid for? 
 
Admin. Anderson – Yes. 
  
8.  COUNCIL REPORTS 
Councilman Gallagher – The City Council had a good discussion with the Planning Commission on 
August 18, 2011. I also went to a meeting with the Met Council Tav and a meeting with a potential 
developer. 
 
Councilman Sumner – I also attended both meetings that were alluded to previously. I appreciate that 
staff had been printing the reports on both sides of the paper; however I noticed it was only printed on one 
side this time. If you could please go back to copying it on both sides that would be greatly appreciated. 
Also, I’d like to remind everyone that it is Labor Day weekend so please drive safely.  
 
Councilman Rahm – In addition to the meetings that have already been discussed, I have had very 
preliminary meetings with University of Minnesota’s Carlson School of Management and University of 
St. Thomas’ MBA program. What I’m looking at is possible interns or courses that they take in which 
they solve real-world business problems. I think there are some opportunities to use those schools to do a 
marketing plan or study for the City. I’m looking to see what it would take to get a market study 
completed by them.  
 
Councilman Ingemann – Absent from meeting. 
  
9.  ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
A. Resolution No. 2011-25 – Exempting the Third Minnesota Regiment  Volunteer Infantry, Company 
C, “The Fillmore County Volunteers,” from City Ordinances Deemed Essential to the Civil War 
Encampment in Pioneer Park 
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Admin. Anderson – This resolution allows the Third Minnesota Regiment Volunteer Infantry to be 
exempt from City Ordinances such as curfew, fires, etc. so they can host a Civil War Encampment in 
Pioneer Park. I’ll take any questions you may have. 
 
Councilman Sumner – I want to make sure this has been approved by the City Attorney. 
 
Attorney Knaak – Yes 
 
Motion by Sumner, seconded by Gallagher, to approve Resolution No. 2011-25 exempting the Third 
Minnesota Regiment from City Ordinances deemed essential to the Civil War Encampment in 
Pioneer Park.  With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried.  
 
B. Resolution No. 2011-26 – Accepting bids and awarding the contract of the 2011-2012 I & I 
Improvement Project  
 
John Stewart presented on the bids that the City received for the 2011-2012 I & I Improvement Project. 
The City received the following four bids: 
 

Company Base Alternate A Alternate B Total 
Insituform Technologies USA, 
Inc 

$395,460 $59.348 $65,250 $520,058 

Visu-Sewer, Inc $405,774.40 $60,087 $60,155 $526,016.40 
Lametti & Sons, Inc $449,039 $59,067 $63,042 $571,148 
Michels Corporation $504,324 $77,545 $87,284 $669,153 

 
The contractors were concerned with the timeline and requested that they be able to complete the 
project in June or July 2012. The City extended this from December to June 2012. 
 
Mr. Stewart provided an analysis to the City Council which outlines the base project and the two 
alternatives. In April, the City thought that the base project would cost a total of $623,900. Of that, 
$465,400 would be paid for by the City, with the rest being paid for by MCES. After opening today’s 
bids, the base project will cost a total of $536,160, the City will pay for $405,180 and MCES will pay for 
$130,980. When the two alternatives are included, the total project cost is $660,918. The City is paying 
for $498,788 and MCES is paying for $162,130. Included in the total are the contractor, public works, 
and overhead expenses.  It is Mr. Stewart’s recommendation that the City proceeds with the full project 
and award the bid to Insituform Technologies USA, Inc. of Chesterfield, Missouri. Insituform does have a 
local office. 
 
Councilman Sumner – Is the City able to budget and handle this?  
 
Admin. Anderson – Yes, it’s right in the ballpark of what was budgeted.  
 
Councilman Sumner - These alternatives are things we would need to do anyhow? 
 
Mr. Stewart – Yes, we are getting a 10 year jump on the two alternatives.  
 
Councilman Rahm – What’s the useful life of a project like this? 
 
Mr. Stewart – For the lining it is 40 years. There are some areas where manholes are being lined, which 
have a useful life of 5-10 years.  
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Admin. Anderson – The other item too, is if we don’t do a project like this we will get charged and we 
will have to pay for the pumping fees as well.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – How firm are we in the timing of the work? 
 
Mr. Stewart – The contractors do believe they can start in the fall and finish in the spring; however if the 
weather does not cooperate, they do have the ability to complete it by June 2012.  
 
Councilman Gallagher – Will there be local employees working on the project? 
 
Mr. Stewart – The majority of the employees will be local, the foreman may be out of state. 
 
Councilman Sumner – Can we direct them where to start? 
 
Mr. Stewart – We’ll have a pre-construction meeting with them so that Bruce can explain where they are 
likely to run in to the highest flows and go through that process.   
 
Councilman Sumner – Does Met Council give us any reduction in fines knowing that we are on this 
project. 
 
Mr. Stewart - They assessed us $101,000; we will get that back when we spend $202,000 plus their 
grant. Additionally, Met Council will assess us next year because our flows were high this year so once 
we spend that money we will get it back as well. The billing is at the end of the year 
 
Motion by Sumner, seconded by Rahm, to adopt Resolution No. 2011-26 accepting bids and 
awarding the 2011-2012 I & I Improvement Project to Insituform Technologies USA in the amount 
of $520,058. With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried. 
 
C. Resolution No. 2011-27 – Establishing a Proposed Preliminary Levy Certification for Levy Year 
2011, Payable 2012 
 
Admin. Anderson presented on the proposed preliminary levy certification as outlined in the September 1, 
2011 City Council packet. The total proposed preliminary levy certification for levy year 2011, payable 
2012 has been set as $2,351,000, which is a $60,000 or 4.7% increase over last year’s levy. If the City 
were to keep the levy the same as last year, the property taxes would have still increased 1.7% due to the 
State converting the market value homestead credit program to the value exclusion program. The overall 
increase is $40.98 per home.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – There will be a hearing on December 1, 2011 regarding this. 
 
Councilman Rahm – I will support this tonight because I think we need to have this leeway, however 
come December, 1, it will be a little more difficult for me to support this type of increase going into next 
year.  
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Sumner to adopt Resolution No. 2011-27 establishing a proposed 
preliminary levy certification for levy year 2011, payable 2012. With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the 
motion carried. 
 
10.  ATTORNEY’S REPORT 
Attorney Knaak – You have before you our Prosecution Report. There are 18 criminal dispositions since 
the last report. The report also includes information from the court officer in regards to initial ticket 
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reviews. With your permission, I would like to present this report on a monthly basis instead of a bi-
monthly basis. The Hunter case has been submitted to the court and I am waiting for a determination on 
whether or not we can proceed.  
 
11.  POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT 
Chief Curt Montgomery – I would just like to remind the public to lock their cars. There have been 
several thefts in unlocked cars. There hasn’t been much taken from the cars except loose change. Also, 
drive safe this weekend. Finally, school starts on Tuesday, so please watch out for the buses and children. 
 
12. FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT – The fire chief reported on the Fire Department’s calls in the last couple 
weeks, which include: gas odors, microwave and oven fires, vehicle fires, car fire, false alarms, mutual 
aid calls, and a couple calls to St. Paul Park and Cottage Grove. The Fire Department’s Fall Meat Raffle 
will be Friday, September 9 beginning at 4:00 p.m. 
 
13.  ENGINEER’S REPORT 
Mr. John Stewart – We finished the paperwork with MnDot on the 4th Avenue Ravine. Brian signed the 
paperwork today, which will release the last $50,000. The attorney informed me that he has a draft 
stipulation on the purchase of the property which will allow us to close that out quickly. The other issue is 
the north ravine. The contract with the watershed district states that they will acquire the proper 
easements that are needed for that project. They anticipate that it should be done by Saturday so we’re 
anticipating that we’ll be able to bring the paperwork to MnDot next week. We’re anticipating that we’ll 
be able to bid out the project by September 15, get the bids by the second week in October and get 
contractors started later this fall.  
 
14.  SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS REPORT 
Supt. of Public Works, Bruce Hanson – No report 
 
15.  NEW/OLD BUSINESS 
The EDA meeting was set for Thursday, October 6, following the City Council meeting.  
 
16.  ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Sumner, to adjourn the regular Council Meeting at 6:04 P.M.  
With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried. 
 
           Signed:_____________________________ 
            Tim Geraghty, Mayor 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Renee Helm 
Executive Analyst 
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