
 

 
 
 

City of Newport 
City Council Minutes 

December 19, 2013 
                 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Geraghty called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M.  
 
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3.  ROLL CALL -        
Council Present – Tim Geraghty; Bill Sumner; Tracy Rahm; Steven Gallagher 
 
Council Absent – Tom Ingemann; 
              
Staff Present – Deb Hill, City Administrator; Mark Mailand, Fire Chief; Renee Helm, Executive Analyst; Fritz 
Knaak, City Attorney; John Stewart, City Engineer; 
 
Staff Absent – Bruce Hanson, Supt. of Public Works; Curt Montgomery, Police Chief; 
                                 
4.  ADOPT AGENDA 
 
Motion by Gallagher, seconded by Rahm to adopt the Agenda as presented.  With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, 
the motion carried. 
 
5.  ADOPT CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Sumner, seconded by Gallagher to approve the Consent Agenda as presented which includes the 
following items: 

A. Minutes of the December 5, 2013 Regular City Council Meeting  
B. List of Bills in the Amount of $194,789.81 
C. Resolution No. 2013-60 - Accepting Donations for Period of September 5 - December 12, 2013 
D. Animal Licenses 

1. Kennel License for Jennifer Lessard 
2. Farm Animal Permit for Kim Brown 

With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried. 
 
6.  VISITORS PRESENTATIONS/PETITIONS/CORRESPONDENCE  
A. Eagle Scout Presentation (3:20 - 6:15) 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Tonight we have a special guest, Greg Sharrow, who received his Eagle Scout and I'd like to 
read a letter that I sent to him. 
 
Dear Greg,  
 
On behalf of the City of Newport, we congratulate you on your outstanding achievement, earning the rank of 
Eagle Scout. You have demonstrated the highest qualities of leadership and moral character in attaining this rank. 
You can be proud of your start as a future leader. Becoming an Eagle Scout is an admirable accomplishment, and 
the City of Newport is proud to have you as one of our citizens. We applaud your commitment to scouting, your 
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school, and your community. Again, congratulations on receiving the highest honor! 
 
Would you like to tell us a few words about your journey and project? 
 
Gregory Sharrow, 1556 Woodbury Road - It's been a long time, I've been in Scouts since grade school. 
Honestly, when I first started, I didn't think I would make it this far. For my project, I'm part of the tennis team 
and we put in some shelving in our shed. We also built rolling carts for the roll drys, which is like a giant 
squeegee, and the foam can't be touched so we built rolling carts to store them. The merit badges were also tough 
to get. Some of them take three months to achieve. For instance, the personal fitness, one I needed to keep track of 
all physical fitness I completed for three months. I want to thank you all for recognizing me. I really appreciate 
the thought.  
 
7.  MAYOR’S REPORT –  
 
Mayor Geraghty - A number of us attended the volunteer dinner a week ago, Susan Lindoo received the 
Volunteer of the Year award, I'd like to thank the volunteers for their efforts. Yesterday, we had the employee 
lunch, it was good food and a great turnout. Thanks for planning that Renee. 
 
8.  COUNCIL REPORTS –  
  
Councilman Rahm – I also attended the volunteer dinner, thank you to all of the people that volunteer for 
Newport. It's a very important thing that you do and it helps keep the City going. I also attended a South 
Washington County Telecommunications meeting. 
 
Councilman Sumner - I also attended the volunteer dinner and it was a great honor to be with the people that do 
so much for the City. There are of course well known factions in Newport but it's nice to get together to celebrate 
the commonality that we have in hoping Newport does well in the future and looking back on our 
accomplishments and contributions from the past year. Hopefully it will inspire people to keep involving 
themselves in the day-to-day operations of Newport. I also chaired the blood drive for the Department of 
Revenue. It's one of the most heartfelt projects that I get involved with. You can imagine the impact of giving 
blood to the person receiving it and their family. All of us have the capability, if we are healthy enough, to give 
blood. Those are two things that I like to think about at this time, the volunteers that help Newport and the 
volunteers that give blood.  
 
Councilman Gallagher - I also attended the volunteer banquet, it was very well done. I really appreciate it. I also 
had a Red Rock Corridor Commission meeting where we discussed the groundbreaking. Everyone thought it was 
very successful. I had a Met Council TAB meeting and was reappointed for next year. I also went to the Holiday 
Train event and it was very successful and fun.   
 
9.  ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – 
A. Resolution No. 2013-61 - Approving a Variance for Gary Banaszewski for Property Located at 1970 8th 
Avenue 
 
Sherri Buss, TKDA Planner, presented on this item as outlined in the December 19, 2013 City Council packet.  
 
Councilman Rahm - Is there a time frame for when this needs to be completed? 
 
Ms. Buss - It needs to be completed within a year. 
 
Councilman Sumner - Does he plan to do it within a year? 
 
Mr. Banaszewski - Yes. 
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Councilman Gallagher - When was the house built? 
 
Mrs. Banaszewski - 1969. 
 
Councilman Gallagher - And does it meet the current setback? 
 
Ms. Buss - Yes, barely. Every house in the neighborhood is exactly 30 feet back. 
 
Councilman Gallagher - And it would face 8th Avenue towards the industrial side? 
 
Ms. Buss - Yes.  
 
Motion by Sumner, seconded by Rahm, to approve Resolution No. 2013-61 as presented. With 4 Ayes, 0 
Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried.  
 
B. Discussion Regarding Red Rock Gateway Area 
 
Barbara Dacy, Executive Director of the Washington County HRA, presented on the branding piece of this item 
as outlined in the December 19, 2013 City Council packet.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - I think it's a great idea and I support it fully. What are the timelines and processes to 
accomplish the goals? 
 
Nancy Doyle Brown - The timeline in general is first we are going to learn all we can about developers. The 
good news about this project is that we have a really well defined business challenge to solve, which is attract 
businesses to this project. What we need to do is understand how developers think, why they look at a project, 
why they're interested, how does our project compare to others, etc. We also need to find out what they get 
excited about. What we're going to do is first talk to the developers in the first month and at some point have a 
session to talk about the name and take away from what I've learned from the developers and a potential name for 
the development, keeping in mind that we want to have some independence from the Red Rock Rail Corridor but 
also avoid any conflicts with "Gateway." That will be the second phase. The third phase will be with a designer 
that I work with and we'll talk about doing something about the visual identity. The fourth and final phase would 
be talking about a marketing plan for how we're going to reach these developers. We'll be working on it the next 
few months. We want to be in continuous conversation with the City to ensure we're getting all the information 
and input from you. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - So are you thinking some workshop meetings? 
 
Ms. Doyle Brown - I think there will be several meetings and what is yet to be defined but we would be 
interested in thoughts is how we're going to integrate with the City. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - The issues with the name, Red Rock is rooted here and belongs to us so how can we ensure 
that we keep it? Tracy, I know you're interested in branding and marketing as well. 
 
Councilman Rahm - It's part of our strategy and ties along with it. Right now, there is no cost to the City? 
 
Ms. Doyle Brown - That's my understanding.  
 
Councilman Sumner - Did I hear correctly that you don't have experience doing this type of work? 
 
Ms. Doyle Brown - I've worked mostly in non-profit communications and branding. A good portion of my work, 
especially in the last several years, has been exclusively with affordable housing developers. I think understanding 
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how developers make these choices is something I need to understand, I need to be able to think like a developer. 
I have several questions to ask developers. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Are you developing some sort of matrix and scorecard? 
 
Ms. Doyle Brown - Yes. 
 
Councilman Sumner - Do we have any follow-up with the developers that we talked to? Where are we with 
potential developers? 
 
Ms. Dacy - A year and a half ago we had a letter of interest from the Sand Companies to do a market-rate 
development and they are still interested. That was one out of the many that we talked to that has indicated their 
continued interest. 
 
Councilman Sumner - How do we see ourselves positioned against this Gateway development along 94. I don't 
know if we didn't get started first and they should change their name if we decided to use the Gateway. 
 
Ms. Dacy - I think that's what part of the process should try to sort out. We definitely want to establish that 
strong, unique identification for the area. 
 
Councilman Sumner - For the Newport site because Red Rock was the original name of Newport.  
 
Ms. Dacy - We've talked about the history a lot during the initial conversations so I think that's one strong feature. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - I know you're focused just on the Knox site but is there a way to do this so that the City can 
leverage off of what you discover because we do have other sites. 
 
Ms. Doyle Brown - Absolutely, all of the information will be available to you. I did take a look at the branding 
piece that you had done and I think that's a great start to thinking about the brand of Newport overall.  
 
Sherri Buss, TKDA Planner, and John Stewart, City Engineer, presented on the stormwater piece of this item as 
outlined in the December 19, 2013 City Council packet.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - It seems like we've studied stormwater management a lot over the years, is it always done 
piecemeal like this? 
 
Engineer Stewart - The City has never approved an overall one. Even if you did have an overall one we'd still 
need to do a piecemeal item. In this case, it's almost essential that you take an overall look at the area that's being 
developed. We don't want each developer to have a stormwater pond. This is an opportunity to do stormwater 
management in one location, it would enhance the area and make it so that we don't have several stormwater 
ponds in the area that resolve one at a time issues. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - What area are you looking at? 
 
Engineer Stewart - I'm thinking of the area around Unity Blvd to 21st and Maxwell.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - We're dealing with water issues across the street as well. Can we encompass those with this? 
 
Engineer Stewart - What we have there a big problem on our sewer system. Any time it rains, we get I & I in our 
sewer line that is out of control. We're looking at that as a problem for I & I and an opportunity for stormwater 
management. What we've envisioned is constructing an interceptor drain along the top part of the site where the 
spur line is. We'd intercept that stormwater and bring it up to the surface into a channel and send it down to 
Maxwell where it would go back into the groundwater. I don't think it'll be a cascading stream.  
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Mayor Geraghty - So it wouldn't go to the River? 
 
Engineer Stewart - Some of it would.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - You need an answer tonight? 
 
Ms. Buss - Pretty soon. This needs to be done by April. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - You said $35,000 with a third being paid by the Watershed potentially? 
 
Ms. Buss - That's what we're hoping. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - These would most likely come out of NEDA. 
 
Admin. Hill - We could but this is a stormwater issue. I talked with Stacie from Ehler's and we talked about 
NEDA doing an inter-fund loan to the Stormwater Enterprise Fund. 
 
Councilman Gallagher - I'd rather take it from NEDA. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - I'm ok with proceeding. 
 
Councilman Sumner - How do we know there's an underwater stream? 
 
Engineer Stewart - When we did the pond up at Glen and 11th, the contractor could not stay ahead of the spring 
water that was coming up through that pond and I believe we have the same situation down here. You won't find a 
stream but you'll find that the water follows the fractures in the bedrock down to the River. This project will give 
us an opportunity to capture that and use it.  
 
Councilman Gallagher - Could we implement a community garden and re-use some of the water? 
 
Engineer Stewart - One of the things that we were looking at was to irrigate within the development, which 
means we need to provide enough storage for the stormwater. 
 
Ms. Buss - That would be a perfect re-use example. 
 
Councilman Rahm - I just want to make sure we're comfortable with what we're spending and what we're 
getting.  
 
Councilman Sumner - My motion is for the $35,000 proposal.  
 
Motion by Sumner, seconded by Gallagher, to authorize MSA and TKDA to move forward with the 
stormwater study at a proposal of $35,074. With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried.  
 
C. Ordinance No. 2013-10 - Approving a Zoning Amendment to Section 1300, General, Section 1340 
Residential Districts, and Section 1350 Non-Residential Districts 
 
Sherri Buss, TKDA Planner, and Executive Analyst Helm presented on this item as outlined in the December 19, 
2013 City Council packet.  
 
Councilman Sumner - I want to make sure that we're talking about Residential Estates only and that anything 
that has been built prior to this are grandfathered in. 
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Ms. Buss - That's correct. This would be for any new accessory structures.  
 
Councilman Sumner - So the potential size would be reduced quite a bit? 
 
Ms. Buss - Yes, now you have no limit. This one sets it at a limit more similar to your neighbors. 
 
Councilman Sumner - This would meet the Met Council's requirements? 
 
Ms. Buss -They don't have any requirements for accessory structures.  
 
Attorney Knaak - I've reviewed it and it's standard. I don't want anyone to think that you've been dwelling on 
this topic because you haven't. Overtime these are accumulated definitions that have been used.  
 
Ms. Buss - We took these from Woodbury.   
 
Councilman Rahm - One the accessory structures, I looked at some of the numbers and compared them to my 
structures, I don't think they're large and they could be larger. I don't think 3,000 square feet is that big when you 
get down to it. I have a 1,500 square feet structure and I could stand to have one double the size.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - Were those sizes average? 
 
Ms. Buss - We're on the high end. Woodbury allows much smaller. I think for a suburban community these are on 
the high end.  
 
Councilman Gallagher - What did you change in Section 1350? 
 
Executive Analyst Helm - A reference to Section 1300, because the numbering had changed in Section 1300. It's 
on the ordinance, I didn't include a red-line version because it's such a small change.  
 
Councilman Rahm - One thing about the restrictions, it probably does cut down on people have a home business.  
 
Ms. Buss - That's a typical reason for it.  
 
Motion by Sumner, seconded by Gallagher, to approve Ordinance No. 2013-10 as presented. With 4 Ayes, 0 
Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried.  
 
D. Resolution No. 2013-62 - Resolution Regarding Alleged Legal Non-Compliance of an Off-Sale Liquor 
License Holder 
 
Admin. Hill and Attorney Knaak presented on this item as outlined in the attached resolution.  
 
Councilman Gallagher - Does this meeting count as the notice, could we do Saturday? 
 
Attorney Knaak - Yes. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Can we pick a certain date? I don't want it to be excessive. I was thinking January 2, 2014.  
 
Councilman Rahm - I recommend that too.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - It is a penalty. 
 
Attorney Knaak - The ordinance requires you to suspend for at least one day. The findings in the Resolution are 
suggested based on what was provided at the hearing. 
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Councilman Sumner - I would like to ask the business owner if there's a day that would be least burdensome to 
them.  
 
Mr. Her - That is fine.  
 
Councilman Sumner - Hopefully this will be the last time. I would accept the 2nd.  
 
Councilman Gallagher - Can we require training? Have you sent your employees there? 
 
Mayor Geraghty - I don't know if we can. 
 
Mr. Her - I'm working on a schedule to send them.  
 
Councilman Gallagher - Hopefully this doesn't happen again because the penalties are much more severe.  
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Sumner, to approve Resolution No. 2013-62 as attached and directing 
the City Administrator to send a letter to Newport Liquor informing them that they're liquor license will 
be suspended on January 2, 2014 and informing them of training through Washington County. With 4 
Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried.  
 
E. Presentation on the Local Performance Measurement Report 
 
Executive Analyst Helm presented on this item as outlined in the December 19, 2013 City Council packet.  
 
Councilman Sumner - Do we have any data about the operating cost of water for neighboring cities? 
 
Executive Analyst Helm - I don't but I can look into it. 
 
Councilman Sumner - That would be good. 
 
Councilman Rahm - We did pump more water but our cost was less, I'm wondering why that is. 
 
Engineer Stewart - When you have development, the amount of irrigating water makes a big difference in the 
amount of water you pump. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - When is the next time we'll do this? 
 
Executive Analyst Helm - You need to do a Resolution every year if you want to participate in it and receive the 
funding. 
 
Councilman Gallagher - Did we receive any funding from this year? 
 
Executive Analyst Helm - No because I haven't submitted the report. 
 
Councilman Gallagher - And we weren't exempt from the levy limits this year either. 
 
Executive Analyst Helm - That's right, I believe it was because I haven't submitted the report yet. 
 
Attorney Knaak - Do you still get funding even though there was statistically significant findings? 
 
Executive Analyst Helm - I believe so because you need to participate in the program and submit a report to the 
State. In all of the documents from the program it didn't say anything about that.  
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Mayor Geraghty - Thank you. Submit it to the State.  
 
F. Discussion Regarding Grievance (1:24) 
 
Admin. Hill presented on this item as outlined in the attached memo and supporting documents.   
 
Mayor Geraghty - I read your memo and agree with your conclusion. Is there a way in the payroll system to 
have a cap? 
 
Admin. Hill - Yes, we've done that now.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - Also do you review the vacation rollover? 
 
Admin. Hill - Yes. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Do we just accept her memo? 
 
Attorney Knaak - Mr. Mayor, this is part of the process that the contract requires, which is your review. I see no 
one representing the other side here, which is alright. It's based on a review of the facts and involves interpretation 
of the contract and the City's practices. Given those items, I've made my recommendation to the City 
Administrator and she's made hers to you. It is your decision at this point to either uphold the grievance or uphold 
the position of the City Administrator.  
 
Councilman Sumner - That was established recently that there would be a maximum amount that would be paid 
out and it's not the full amount of the cap, it's 60%? 
 
Admin. Hill - Yes.   
 
Councilman Sumner - So aside from an employee being able to take that sick leave there's no harm being done 
to them with the 960 cap? 
 
Councilman Rahm - I understand there's a grievance here, there's only one grievance right?  
 
Admin. Hill - Yes.  
 
Councilman Rahm - And they're saying there would be a difference of 284 hours. There's another way, in my 
opinion, to approach this. We could cap this person at the hours they currently accumulated. 
 
Admin. Hill - We have two other employees who exceeded the 960 hours. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - I don't want to set a precedence.  
 
Councilman Rahm - But we made the cap after this person accumulated these hours. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - No the cap was in place it just wasn't enforced on the time sheet. 
 
Councilman Rahm - I understand that but in my opinion we've made a change in policy. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - We made a change in regards to what we're paying out but the cap was there in the handbook. 
 
Admin. Hill - The cap has always been there. 
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Councilman Rahm - I understand that, we're saying that since the contract is silent the handbook takes over, I 
understand that. What I'm saying is that there's another way of doing it. This person has filed a grievance. What 
are they asking for? 
 
Councilman Gallagher - To be reinstated their hours. 
 
Admin. Hill - It's my understanding that they expect 50% of their entire hours, not the 960 when they leave. 
 
Councilman Rahm - That's a little different. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - That's why we're talking about it. I'm confident in Deb's decision. 
 
Councilman Sumner - So just because the numbers were in their payroll incorrectly that doesn't mean it 
supersedes the policy. 
 
Admin. Hill - And that does happen.  
 
Councilman Gallagher - That happens all the time. 
 
Admin. Hill - The 960 is very generous compared to other cities. 
 
Councilman Rahm - I agree with that. I just wonder if we're changing things and now someone feels slighted on 
it.  
 
Councilman Gallagher - There's no evidence that was brought forward that says under the contract, past or 
current, that there was no cap correct? 
 
Councilman Rahm - That's my understanding. 
 
Admin. Hill - Yes, the contract does not state it either way. 
 
Attorney Knaak - Yes, and I believe there are two things that govern interpretation. One, the responsibility to 
abide by the policies of the City. Secondly and more importantly is past practice, which has been enforced at 960. 
The only exception that has been made was specifically called out and was for a non-union employee. From an 
arbitration point of view, the past practice is the more important of the two.  
 
Councilman Gallagher - Does the public works union contract mention a cap at all? 
 
Admin. Hill - No, they are also silent. 
 
Councilman Rahm - Why don't you put that in there next time? 
 
Councilman Gallagher - According to the Attorney we don't need it in there because it's in the handbook. 
 
Attorney Knaak - You might get an arbitrator if this goes forward that disagrees with my opinion but as a 
practical matter, once an issue like this comes up it will end up being talked about during the contract discussions.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - Did the Chief deny it? 
 
Councilman Gallagher - It's in there, he says he doesn't have the authority.  
 
Councilman Rahm - So we're denying the grievance and upholding the City policy by doing that. Are we saying 
that he doesn't have a grievance? 
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Attorney Knaak - Yes, he has other options to move forward but this is a necessary step for him to move 
forward. 
 
Councilman Rahm - I think he has a grievance. The City might prevail in asserting its policy. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - I disagree strongly with you. The policy was there, he didn't understand that the handbook 
kicked in. Our position is that the 960 cap was there. Just because his records show he had more it was in error. 
 
Councilman Rahm - So we're saying that our system was in error? 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Yes. 
 
Councilman Sumner - In these cases, do we see a spat of sickness?  
 
Mayor Geraghty - That's where we should have had discussions with severance. That's the one thing I don't like 
about our policy is that this encourages the use of sick leave because of the cap.  
 
Admin. Hill - Yes, the employee mentioned that to me. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - The way you get around that is you reduce the percentage of severance pay and don't have a 
cap. 
 
Councilman Gallagher -That's a management issue. Was the employee invited to show up tonight? 
 
Admin. Hill - Yes, I talked with the Chief and he didn't think he would be here tonight. He did know it was 
tonight. 
 
Councilman Rahm - That's too bad. 
 
Councilman Sumner - There is no cap on vacation though? 
 
Admin. Hill - We can only roll over 80 hours per year. 
 
Councilman Sumner - But that is paid out at 100%? 
 
Admin. Hill - Yes. 
 
Councilman Rahm - If we uphold this, he could then go to arbitration? 
 
Attorney Knaak - He could. 
 
Councilman Rahm - What usually happens at those hearings? 
 
Attorney Knaak - Both sides describe their case to a neutral party and the arbitrator makes their decision. You 
are bound to abide by the arbitrator's decision. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - And you would cite the past practices? 
 
Attorney Knaak - Yes. 
 
Councilman Rahm - I wish the Chief was here to talk about how it could affect morale.  
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Councilman Sumner - Chief Muzniks was part of staff. 
 
Councilman Gallagher - He wasn't union either. 
 
Attorney Knaak - He started as union and continued forward, but in any event he was capped at 960. 
 
Admin. Hill - The payout was at the 960. 
 
Councilman Gallagher - At 60%? 
 
Admin. Hill - It was 50 or 60. Wanda was capped too. 
 
Councilman Gallagher - But those are non-union so that makes a difference. 
 
Attorney Knaak - It does and the basis for the grievance is that their union. I would say it's a valid basis for a 
grievance, I don't agree with the assertion. There's nothing wrong with the employee for doing this. 
 
Councilman Gallagher - Is there a timeline for us to act on this? 
 
Admin. Hill - I think 15 days. 
 
Councilman Gallagher - Then I really wish he would have been here. 
 
Councilman Sumner - He has the ability to take the next step then. 
 
Attorney Knaak - Yes. It may have been helpful for him to be here. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Are there any other employees that are approaching that mark or does this discussion stating 
that we believe we're right set precedence? 
 
Attorney Knaak - The impact of this would be, assuming this is upheld and goes no further, you would be stating 
what the City's policy and position is so there could be no question in the future as to how the contract is being 
interpreted. If he goes beyond this, the arbitrator will render an opinion on the contract. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - That was my understanding when we changed the severance that we had the cap and that's 
why I voted the way I did. We have to rely on the Attorney's opinion that if it's silent in the contract than the 
policy takes over.  
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Sumner to concur with the Chief and City Administrator and deny the 
grievance. With 3 Ayes, Rahm voting Nay, 1 Absent, the motion carried.  
 
10. ATTORNEY’S REPORT – Nothing to report 
 
11. POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT – Nothing to report 
 
12. FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT – Nothing to report 
 
13. ENGINEER’S REPORT –  
A. MS4 SWPPP Application for Reauthorization 
 
Engineer Stewart presented on this item as attached. Superintendent Hanson has been presenting the MS4 Report 
for the past couple years. The MS4 regulations recently changed and therefore the City needs to submit an 
Application for Reauthorization. The regulations are also changing whereas the City will eventually receive a 
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permit for every pipe that discharges into the Mississippi River. The permit will control the total number of 
pounds of nutrients that can go into the River. The new regulations require us to control all pipes above 12 inches 
in diameter instead of 24 inches. The City also needs to provide a method for managing and penalizing property 
owners that contribute runoffs that exceed the permit requirements. The City's current stormwater ordinance 
doesn't allow for that. The City will need to amend the ordinance in the future to comply with the new regulations. 
 
Councilman Sumner - This will be done every year? 
 
Engineer Stewart - The reapplication will be done in five years but we'll need to redo the ordinance in the next 
six months or so.  
 
Councilman Sumner - Will we be able to comply with these laws? 
 
Engineer Stewart - At this stage, we will by passing the responsibility and cost to the Watershed District. In five 
years, it'll be another issue. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Meaning? 
 
Engineer Stewart - Meaning that we'll need to do sampling off of the pipes on a quarterly basis and do a report 
for what is actually discharged. 
 
Councilman Gallagher - So this is another unfunded mandate? 
 
Engineer Stewart - Yes. 
 
Councilman Sumner - How many pipes do we have running to the River? 
 
Engineer Stewart - I believe 15. Because we're going from 24 to 12 inches, we need to map all of the pipes in the 
City that are 12 inches or larger.  
 
Councilman Gallagher - So they want us to report everything from a 12 inch or larger pipe? 
 
Engineer Stewart - Yes. 
 
Councilman Gallagher - Again, I want to make sure our residents know that this is an unfunded mandate from 
the State. 
 
Engineer Stewart - Yes and they're passing it down from the EPA. 
 
Councilman Sumner - What kind of costs are we looking at? 
 
Engineer Stewart - At this time, not much will change except for our ordinance. The only cost is producing a 
map that shows pipes 12 inches or larger. The majority of the costs will be in five years. My guess is that the 
Watershed would do the testing and reporting but they'll ask for reimbursement. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Why wouldn't the Watershed pay for it? 
 
Engineer Stewart - Because the City owns the pipes. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - But they paid for the North Ravine and we own that. 
 
Councilman Rahm - But the Watershed Supervisor is an elected position. 
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Engineer Stewart - It would go to the staff. We do the same thing with our on-site systems. If we have someone 
that wants to put in a septic system we designate that to the County so they need to meet the County requirements. 
We're basically doing the same thing here. We're postponing getting involved as long as we can. 
 
Motion by Gallagher, seconded by Rahm to authorize the Mayor to sign and direct the City Administrator 
to submit the MS4 SWPPP Application for Reauthorization. With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the motion 
carried.   
 
B. Update on the Wellhead Protection Plan 
 
Engineer Stewart updated the City Council on the Wellhead protection plan. It was anticipated that the Plan 
would be done by December 31, 2013, however the Department of Health added a requirement to the scope of 
work. Staff now needs to provide two cross sections that show the different bedrock profiles. Engineer Stewart is 
requesting an additional two weeks and will not increase the cost of the project. The City Council authorized the 
additional two weeks.  
 
Engineer Stewart also requested that the Memorandum of Understanding for Newport St. Paul Cold Storage's 
stormwater be extended from December 31, 2013. This is being requested because the City is still working with 
Cold Storage regarding a cooperative stormwater pond between the Cold Storage property and MnDot property.  
 
Councilman Gallagher - Could the stormwater project for the Red Rock area incorporate his project? 
 
Engineer Stewart - It will be part of the overall understanding. 
 
Councilman Gallagher - Would a month be too soon or should we assume everything gets in together? 
 
Engineer Stewart - I don't think our study will make a lot of difference on the outcome with this property. It's a 
no brainer that if we do two lots over there that they end up in a common treatment plant. This won't affect it. I 
don't think the six weeks would change that. Nothing will change between now and April but if you want to give 
us that flexibility that would be fine.  
 
Councilman Gallagher - I don't mind granting more time if you have innovative items to think about.  
 
Engineer Stewart - I'm comfortable with April. I know we won't be digging a lot of trenches with the bedrock 
out there. 
 
Councilman Gallagher - Has he started building? 
 
Engineer Stewart - He did, he's waiting for steel to get the walls and roof up.  
 
Councilman Gallagher - Would he be able to implement any plan before the spring thaw? 
 
Engineer Stewart - We don't anticipate it starting until late summer.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - I think there are a number of issues that need to be resolved down there. We're still trying to 
get the title and easements and we'll probably be updating our MOU with MnDot. Fritz has been directed to get us 
the title by July.  
 
Motion by Gallagher, seconded by Sumner, to extend the deadline for the Memorandum of Understanding 
to April 15, 2014. With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried.  
 
C. Set Possible Date for Plan Review with 2014 Street Project Residents 
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Engineer Stewart will be setting a possible date for the first neighborhood meetings for the 2014 Street 
Improvement Project between January 14 and 28, 2014.  
 
14. SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS REPORT – Nothing to report 
 
15. NEW/OLD BUSINESS  
 
Mayor Geraghty - I talked with staff about cancelling the January 2 meeting if that's fine with everyone. 
 
Councilman Gallagher - Sounds good. 
 
Attorney Knaak - Just to be clear your first organizational meeting will be on the 16th? The State requires that 
the first meeting is the organizational meeting.  
 
Admin. Hill - In regards to appointments, we do have one application for the Planning Commission vacancy and 
we're still advertising for both.  
 
Councilman Rahm - What about Council representation? 
 
Mayor Geraghty - We'll talk about that at the first meeting. 
 
Councilman Rahm - I'm on the Library Board and a lot of times they meet when I can't get there. 
 
Executive Analyst Helm - The Library Board did approve a new schedule and they're meeting at 5:30 now.  
 
16.  ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Rahm, to adjourn the regular Council Meeting at 7:31 P.M.  With 4 
Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried. 
 
 
           Signed: _____________________________ 
                       Tim Geraghty, Mayor 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Renee Helm 
Executive Analyst 
 



RESOLUTION NO.  2013-62 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF NEWPORT,  MINNESOTA, STATING CERTAIN FINDINGS OF 
FACT AND IMPOSING A ONE DAY SUSPENSION OF THE OFF-SALE LIQUOR LICENSE OF A 

BUSINESS KNOWN AS “NEWPORT LIQUOR” LOCATED WITHIN THAT CITY 
 
WHEREAS,  on December 5, 2013, the City Council of Newport, Minnesota, conducted a public hearing on the 
question of whether the Newport Liquor store had violated the conditions of its license to sell intoxicating liquor 
within the City limits; and 
 
WHEREAS, testimony was presented to the City Council regarding the alleged failure of the Newport Liquor 
Store to comply with the aforesaid conditions; and 
 
WHEREAS, the owner of the Newport Liquor Store admitted that an employee of that business had, in fact, sold 
intoxicating beverages to a minor in violation of Minnesota State law. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED That the City of Newport, Minnesota, by and through its City 
Council, makes the following: 
 

FINDINGS OF FACT
 

. 

A. On October 30, 2013, Investigator Freemyer of the Newport Police Department conducted a compliance 
check on the premises of the Newport Liquor Store by sending a minor, under his direction and for the 
purpose of conducting this investigation, into the Newport Liquor Store to purchase intoxicating liquor, a 
violation of State law and the conditions of the license for selling such products within the City. 

 
B. That the aforesaid minor successfully purchased intoxicating liquor in the Newport Liquor Store on that 

date. 
 

C. That the owner of the Newport Liquor Store has admitted that the aforesaid violation of State law and the 
conditions of the liquor license did, in fact, occur on that date. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that the Liquor License of the Newport Liquor Store shall be suspended for 
one day, as required by Newport City Code §530.02, Subd. 2, on a date to be determined by the City Council of 
the City of Newport, written notice of which shall be given to the license holder for Newport Liquor at least two 
days prior to the date of the suspension. 
 
Adopted this 19th day of December, 2013 by the Newport City Council. 
 
Motion by: ___________________, Seconded by: ______________________ 
     

VOTE:  Geraghty _________ 
      Ingemann _________ 

Sumner  _________ 
Gallagher _________ 
Rahm  _________                               

   
Signed: _________________________ 
           Tim Geraghty, Mayor 

  
ATTEST: _____________________________ 
    Deb Hill, City Administrator  
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