
 

City of Newport 
City Council Minutes 

November 3, 2011 
                 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Tim Geraghty called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M.  
 
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3.  ROLL CALL -        
Council Present – Tim Geraghty, Bill Sumner, Tom Ingemann, Steven Gallagher, Tracy Rahm 
 
Council Absent – None 
              
Staff Present –   Brian Anderson, City Administrator; Bruce Hanson, Supt. of Public Works; Curt 
Montgomery, Police Chief;  Mark Mailand, Fire Chief; Renee Helm, Executive Analyst; Fritz Knaak, 
City Attorney; John Stewart, City Engineer 
 
Staff Absent – None 
                                            
4.  ADOPT AGENDA 
Motion by Gallagher, seconded by Sumner, to adopt the Agenda as amended.  With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays 
the motion carried. 
 
5.  ADOPT CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Sumner, seconded by Gallagher, to adopt the Consent Agenda, which includes the 
following items: 

A. Minutes of the October 20, 2011 Regular City Council Meeting  
B. List of Bills in the Amount of $145,854.01 
C. Gambling Permit for Capital City Strutters  

i. January 23, 2012 
ii. April 11, 2012 

With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
  
6.  VISITORS PRESENTATIONS/PETITIONS/CORRESPONDENCE 
Emily White, 870 17th Street, Newport – Ms. White was present to discuss the Canadian Pacific 
Holiday Train which will be in Cottage Grove on Sunday, December 11th at 5:30 p.m. There is also a 
pancake breakfast on Sunday, November 20 from 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in St. Paul Park. Tickets are $6 
and include all you can eat pancakes, eggs and sausage. Santa will be present at both locations and there 
will be a drawing at the pancake breakfast for a ride on the Holiday Train from Hastings to Cottage 
Grove.  
 
Grace Jacobson, 2179 Circle Drive, Newport – Ms. Jacobson was present to discuss the conditions of 
some businesses on Hastings Avenue. Ms. Jacobson began by saying that the new NAPA store is a 
wonderful addition to the City. Ms. Jacobson discussed the former drive-in restaurant which has been 
vacant for over a year. Ms. Jacobson thinks the City should provide the owner with a timeframe to 
demolish the building or do it for the owner and assess the cost onto the property. The second property 
that Ms. Jacobson discussed was the former Amoco station on Hastings Avenue which is also 
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deteriorating. The third property that Ms. Jacobson discussed is located on the north end of Hastings 
Avenue which does not have a sign and believes is a car dealership, repair shop, body shop or all three. 
There are several cars parked behind the building that are generally destroyed. Ms. Jacobson would like to 
note that part of the parking lot is not paved and that there is probably some concern with the EPA. Ms. 
Jacobson does not see a difference between this property and Bill’s Auto Shop and believes that a fence 
similar to Bill’s should be installed to hide the vehicles from public view. Ms. Jacobson requested that the 
City Council enforce the existing code and ordinances. 
 
Admin. Anderson – The City is working with individuals to fix up two of the three properties that you 
mentioned such as the drive-in and old Holiday station. The City is assisting individuals with renovating 
those properties. I will be sending a letter to the owner of the BP station. The reason why it hasn’t been 
purchased and improved is because there are several conditions in regards to what can be done so the City 
may have to step in and purchase it so that it can get cleaned up. The City has been in contact with the last 
property you mentioned regarding the violations and the Police are there a couple times a month and we 
may have to take a stronger approach to it.  
 
Ms. Jacobson – I would like to see timeframes for these projects and repairs because I feel it has really 
dragged on.  
 
Councilman Gallagher – I wanted to point out too that the City Council is looking to establish a Vacant 
Building Registration program for residential and commercial properties. Through this, any vacant 
building will have to pay a fee, which is $1,500 for the first year and $3,000 for the second year for 
commercial properties. Our intent is to get these owners to take notice that they need to do something in 
Newport. We are trying to take an active stance and hopefully will have it established by the first of the 
year. Thank you for coming. 
 
Councilman Rahm – I also wanted to note that it is on our radar and I wonder what we can do better to 
communicate with the residents that we are doing something regarding these vacancies. I think, as a 
group, that we need to do a better job of communicating in different formats that tell people that we are 
doing to clean up Hastings Avenue. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – In regards to the citations that have been issued for the last property, were they 
warnings? 
 
Chief Montgomery – There have been both citations and warnings issued. We start out with warnings to 
get better compliance. Citations and court do take time and we’ll continue to issue them until they clean 
up. What typically happens is people will clean it up after a warning or citation has been issued but it 
typically reverts back.  
 
Councilman Gallagher – We’ll have staff take a look to investigate it further and you can call Brian next 
week to follow up on it. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – I would be curious to see what the conditions are and whether or not we have any 
leverage. 
 
Admin, Anderson – I think we might be at the point to revoke the CUP and I’ll talk with the Attorney 
regarding it.  
 
7.  MAYOR’S REPORT 
A. Proclamation for Helen Petrowske 
Mayor Geraghty – We have a very special guest tonight, Helen Petrowske will be turning 100 years old 
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on November 22, 2011 and we have a proclamation for you. 
 
Mayor Geraghty read the proclamation, a copy of which will be included as part of the official minutes. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – On October 27 the Parks Board met to discuss their 2011 projects and goals as well 
as the fifth annual Buckthorn Day which took place on October 29, 2011. The event was successful and I 
would like to thank the Parks Board for organizing that.  
 
There was also a boat ride on October 27 for the group that worked on the mosaic. I would like to thank 
all the volunteers who worked on the mosaic, it turned out very nice. 
 
8.  COUNCIL REPORTS 
Councilman Gallagher – The County has received some bonding and Met Council TAB dollars and 
we’ll be able to start construction at the Knox site in early 2012 and hopefully it’ll be in operation at the 
end of 2012. With the Red Rock Corridor Commission, we are wrapping things up and looking at federal 
dollars to keep going. 
 
Councilman Sumner – I also participated in the Buckthorn removal project and thought it went very 
well. It was nice to be out there with so many members of the City working.  
 
Councilman Rahm – I was also at the Buckthorn removal and it was a nice community effort and good 
to see everyone. 
 
Councilman Ingemann – I recently attended the Fire Chief’s Conference in St. Cloud and passed on 
some information to Brian in regards to social media. Gas over at the SA station in Newport was $3.53 
and across the bridge in South St. Paul, it was $3.36. For the last month and a half, there has been a 
differential of sixteen to seventeen cents between the SA in Newport and South St. Paul. I would 
encourage residents to go across the river where gas is cheaper. Until these idiots over here start realizing 
that their marketing area is larger than just Newport or South St. Paul it’s not going to come down, 
they’re the first to raise it and last to lower it. Lastly, I would like to remind the elderly to sign up for the 
senior discount on the water. The deadline was October 31st and not a lot of people signed up for it. 
 
9.  ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
A. 2011 Community Garden Review 
Admin. Anderson – The first item on the agenda is an overview of the 2011 Newport Community 
Garden which will be presented by Susan Lindoo from Newport on the Move. 
 
Susan Lindoo was present to discuss the 2011 season for the Newport Community Garden. Ms. Lindoo 
believes that there are three essential reasons as to why the Garden came together in 2011. The first part is 
the City Administrator who was up-to-date on community gardens and how to coordinate them. The 
second part was the community interest in a community garden. The third and final part was City-owned 
land adjacent to Fire Hall #2. The land was vacant, centrally located and had water readily available. 
Some other important pieces that helped the Garden were the policy, Newport on the Move, and 
community support. The City Council adopted a policy in 2011 for the Garden that Ms. Lindoo thought 
worked very well. Several volunteers from Newport on the Move volunteered to get the Garden started, 
provide resources for it, and work on the Giving Garden. The Garden also had a lot of community 
support. Ms. Lindoo thanked the following individuals and groups for their support: 
 
• Washington County – Provided a grant for compost and lumber 
• City of Newport – Provided the land and labor, created the policy, and advertised the Garden 
• Arnie Horn, South Suburban Rental – Tilled the lots 
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• Bailey Nurseries – Provided Vegetables 
• Emily White – Provided Vegetables and Monetary Donations 
• Steve Schottmuller – Constructed Raised Beds  

 
Finally, Ms. Lindoo spoke about the Garden use. About two-thirds of the plots were being used by 
individuals for their own personal use and the rest were being used for the Giving Garden. The food from 
the Giving Garden was given to the Friends in Need Food Shelf. By the end of the 2011 season, 729 
pounds of food was donated to the Food Shelf. Ms. Lindoo thanked all of the individuals who worked in 
the Giving Garden. 
 
Marge Meconis was also present to discuss the 2012 season for the Garden. Ms. Meconis has been 
working with City staff to advertise open plots and possibly expanding. Ms. Meconis is also working with 
Newport Elementary to get the younger generation involved in the Garden.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – Thank you very much for all your efforts and a successful project. 
 
Councilman Rahm – I think I speak for everyone in that we were very impressed by the outcome and are 
100% for it next year. I’ve been there a couple times and I was surprised how weed free it was so I’d like 
to thank the gardeners for keeping it so nice.  

 
B. Resolution No. 2011-35 – Approving the City of Newport’s Position on Trail Maintenance 
for the Winter Season 
 
Admin. Anderson – The next item is a resolution regarding trail maintenance during the winter season. 
This resolution is for maintaining the two pedestrian ramps, along the paved trail between the ramps on 
Seventh Avenue and Hastings, and the trail along Glen Road up to Loveland Park. One item that is open 
for discussion is the trail along Interstate 494 which goes across the river. After talking with staff and 
seeing it for myself, there is not a lot of use along this trail. It takes a lot of staff time to maintain this trail 
and takes a toll on the equipment. I don’t think there are many benefits to maintaining this trail during the 
winter. I think the trails that we are proposing to maintain are sufficient if people are looking to walk in 
the winter.  
 
Councilman Rahm – Do they close the pedestrian trail along 494? 
 
Superintendant Hanson – No. 
 
Councilman Rahm – That’s the only concern I have then.  
 
Councilman Sumner – Is the loop along 494 within City limits? 
 
Superintendant Hanson – The City is responsible for maintaining the entire trail.   
Councilman Sumner – So when the snow on the trail becomes too much for the trail to hold and it’s kept 
on the road who becomes responsible for it? 
 
John Stewart – If it gets so bad that it’s a problem for drivers then the County will come to clear it off. 
They would only do that because it becomes a problem for drivers. 
 
Councilman Sumner – But they could possibly take it off the sidewalk at that time too. When we made 
the agreement with the County do we have an obligation to keep the trail open? 
 
Superintendent Hanson - No 
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Councilman Sumner - So we agreed to but we’re not obligated to? 
 
John Stewart - I don’t believe you are obligated to year-round, I believe there was a seasonal out. 
 
Councilman Sumner – I’m in favor of this. 
 
Councilman Gallagher – How much time does it take to remove the snow? 
 
Superintendent Hanson – It varies quite a bit by snowfall, amount of snowfall, how soon we can get to 
it and if it freezes right away. You can be looking at days to do the whole thing. 
 
Councilman Gallagher – If we have a light snow would you clear it? 
 
Superintendent Hanson – I would say no because it’ll start confusing the public. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – I think the area we’re doing covers 90% of the trails.  
 
Superintendent Hanson – That’s what our hope is. Glen Road is an enormous amount of work because 
of the hill and width of the intersection. 
 
Councilman Gallagher – A lot of people seem to use the Glen Road trail though. 
 
Admin. Anderson – Another thing with 494 is that it tends to get sloppy and dangerous. 
 
Councilman Rahm – How long would it take to clean off the trail from 21st Street to the start of the trail 
on 494?  
 
Superintendent Hanson – It pretty much goes to 21st Street and stops. 
 
Councilman Rahm – Does that take a long time? 
 
Superintendent Hanson – Last year was particularly difficult and it took us a long time.  
 
Councilman Rahm – I can support this. I just don’t want to waste the effort that seems to be wasted 
around there. I’m just saying if we have the opportunity to connect to a pedestrian bridge that will be kept 
open by the State that we should look into it. 
 
Admin. Anderson – We can do that. 
 
Councilman Ingemann – I don’t think you have a lot of people walking across the bridge either. 
 
Councilman Rahm – I don’t think we do either. I do know of one person who bikes across it for their 
job. 
 
Councilman Gallagher – So this resolution is from this day forward and the year after. If we get a lot of 
complaints can we look at it again? 
 
Councilman Ingemann – Yes 
 
Motion by Sumner, seconded by Ingemann, to adopt Resolution No. 2011-35 approving the City of 
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Newport’s position on trail maintenance for the winter season.  With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays the motion 
carried. 
 
C. Discuss Planning Commission Vacancy and Appointment 
Admin. Anderson – Dan Flood from the Planning Commission has submitted a letter of resignation from 
the Commission. It would become effective upon filling his seat or January 31, 2012. I know last time we 
conducted interviews, several of you were impressed with Dan Lund. The City Council has two options to 
fill Mr. Flood’s vacant seat. The first option is to appoint Mr. Lund, effective immediately. The second 
option for the City Council is to accept applications and conduct interviews to fill the vacancy. If you 
notice on the back, there is another gentleman who is resigning after serving 15 years so there will be at 
least two seats that the City Council needs to fill. We would appoint everyone in January. 
 
Councilman Ingemann – I think we should put it out for notice that we are taking applications.  
 
Councilman Gallagher – I agree. I would strongly encourage Mr. Lund to apply for the vacancy. 
 
Councilman Rahm – I agree. 
 
Councilman Ingemann – He already has. 
 
Councilman Sumner – I do have a concern with the information provided in the application, there’s a 
name, social security number and birth date. I believe it should all be shredded. 
 
10.  ATTORNEY’S REPORT 
Attorney Knaak – We were successful in moving forward and prosecuting the Hunter case. Mr. Hunter 
will be filing an appeal.  
 
Councilman Sumner – What’s the likely timeframe? 
 
Attorney Knaak – I suspect a fairly short window but you’re still looking at six or eight months. 
 
11.  POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT  
Chief Montgomery – Please note that month end reports are delayed until the next meeting as there are a 
couple staff on vacation and I am waiting for their report. Last month we did our alcohol checks and there 
was one failure, the Newport Liquor Store. Lastly, staff responded to a call at the Sure Lock Motel. When 
we arrived, we found that there was an assault that occurred. The person would not come to the door and 
respond to our efforts. We received a warrant and was told that the person inside might have a gun, which 
was concerning due to past encounters with the individual. We called the SWAT team in. After 
approximately six and a half hours, contact was made and the suspect was brought to jail. At this time the 
suspect is being charged with kidnapping. I am expecting other charges after analysis. The suspect is 
currently out on bail. 
 
Councilman Rahm – Did we have anything major over the Halloween holiday? 
 
Chief Montgomery – I believe there was a DUI but nothing else. 
 
12. FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT – The fire chief reported on the Fire Department’s calls in the last couple 
weeks, which include: grass fires, roll over, unauthorized burn, explosion, emergency water issue, and 
structure fire. On November 9 there will be a test of the National Emergency Alert System. 
 
Councilman Ingemann – The Fire Department has barrels at the Clover and North Pole for the food and 
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toy drive. The Fire Department will also be at the shopping center on December 4. 
 
13.  ENGINEER’S REPORT  
John Stewart – I have an update on the I&I project. Unfortunately, the schedule has been pushed back 
until next spring.  
 
14.  SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS REPORT – No Report 
 
15.  NEW/OLD BUSINESS 
None 
 
16.  ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Gallagher, seconded by Rahm, to adjourn the regular Council Meeting at 6:24 P.M.  
With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
 
           Signed: _____________________________ 
            Tim Geraghty, Mayor 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Renee Helm 
Executive Analyst 
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