
 

 

 
 

City of Newport 
City Council Minutes 
November 15, 2012 

                 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Geraghty called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M.  
 
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3.  ROLL CALL -        
Council Present – Tim Geraghty, Tom Ingemann, Bill Sumner, Tracy Rahm, Steven Gallagher 
 
Council Absent –  
              
Staff Present – Brian Anderson, City Administrator; Bruce Hanson, Supt. of Public Works; Curt Montgomery, 
Police Chief; Mark Mailand, Fire Chief; Renee Helm, Executive Analyst; Fritz Knaak, City Attorney; John 
Stewart, City Engineer;        
 
Staff Absent –  
                                 
4.  ADOPT AGENDA 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Sumner, to adopt the Agenda as presented.  With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the 
motion carried. 
 
5.  ADOPT CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Sumner, seconded by Rahm, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented, which includes the 
following items: 

A. Minutes of the November 1, 2012 Regular City Council Meeting  
B. Minutes of the November 1, 2012 City Council Workshop Meeting 
C. List of Bills in the Amount of $167,584.49 
D. Resolution No. 2012-37 – Approving the Application for Community Development Block Grant Funds 

With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
 
6.  VISITORS PRESENTATIONS/PETITIONS/CORRESPONDENCE 
 
7.  MAYOR’S REPORT –  
Mayor Geraghty – Nothing to report 
 
8.  COUNCIL REPORTS –  
Councilman Rahm – In regards to the polling place consolidation for the elections, I spoke to several election 
judges on Election Day to see how the consolidation is going. We had a heavy turnout for the election and I was 
told this did put some strain on the Election judges. I think we might need some more judges there in the future. 
Secondly, I would like to talk about the November 1st workshop report that I had submitted. Over the last couple 
months local residents have expressed concerns and questions to me regarding certain City credit card 
transactions that have occurred over the last few years. The purpose of the November 1st workshop was to review 
information regarding the subject and investigate the concerns in an open forum. I reviewed the information 
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provided to me by residents and staff and produced a report containing my questions, analysis, findings, and 
recommendations. I conducted this investigation to the best of my ability in a non-biased manner. I submitted this 
report to Mr. Anderson on the morning of November 6, 2012 and am officially submitting it as part of my report 
tonight.  
 
Councilman Rahm presented on his report as outlined in the November 15, 2012 City Council minutes.  
 
Councilman Ingemann – Nothing to report 
 
Councilman Sumner – Would you care to share how many citizens and who have asked for these documents? 
 
Councilman Rahm – I would need to go back through my notes but can name a few of them. 
 
Councilman Sumner – I’m withdrawing that request, I’m just asking for a number. 
 
Councilman Rahm – It’s been about half a dozen. 
 
Councilman Sumner – And in summary you found that there was nothing that could be construed as a 
mishandling? 
 
Councilman Rahm – It is unclear to me with previous policy whether or not credit card receipts were required 
because of a spending threshold level.  
 
Councilman Sumner – Ok. I would also like to add to the record at this time that a request was made of the 
Superintendent of Public Works and the Chief of Police for them to state the fact that they did review the 
purchases made with their credit cards so some of the claims made earlier that there was no oversight were not 
accurate. 
 
Councilman Rahm – I do state that in my report.  
 
Councilman Sumner – I do have one clarification that needs to be made. In a report made by Mr. Avise for the 
Bulletin, I stated that I had two married daughters and he changed it to me being married. I am not married. I 
would also like to thank all of those who came out to vote, particularly those who came out to vote for me. I’m 
glad the voting went the way it did. I think it turned out well and I’m looking forward to doing good work for 
Newport. 
 
Councilman Gallagher – Nothing to report 
 
Mayor Geraghty – The only thing I would like to add to your report, and we talked about this at the workshop, 
that it was unfortunate that there was a perception out there that staff and City Council had been doing something 
wrong because they weren’t. 
 
Councilman Rahm – I do have a question for the Attorney. I’ve submitted my report as part of the record, is 
there anything else such as an adoption or finding of fact? 
 
Mayor Geraghty – The record’s clear, it’s your opinion and the Council will need to decide where it goes in the 
future. 
 
Attorney Knaak – Given the fact that Councilman Rahm made this report to you, the Council may want to make 
a formal action to receive it.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – Well we’ll acknowledge his report has part of the minutes. 
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9.  ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – 
A. Transit Station 
 
Sherri Buss, TKDA Planner, presented on this item as outlined in the November 15, 2012 City Council packet. 
There are two outstanding issues that still need to be addressed. The first issue is that there needs to be some 
temporary access control to the Chicago Milwaukee Saint Paul Railway tracks after the existing fencing is 
removed. A condition has been added to address this issue. The second issue is in regards to the west wall of the 
original site plan. The west wall is the first wall that individuals will see when they enter the site and is blank, 
which conflicts with the City Code. There has been an ongoing conversation with the applicants in regards to how 
this issue can be resolved. It is recommended that a condition be added to Resolution No. 2012-39 to require the 
applicant to continue to work with the City to revise the design for the Transit Station building and site to address 
the zoning ordinance requirement that the façade of the building along all streets include clear class windows and 
doors to create pedestrian interest and so that the interior of the building is visible from the street.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – I would like to inform the public of the timing of the whole project so if Andy could speak to 
that. 
 
Andy Gitzlaff, Washington County – If we get approval tonight, we will start preparing the bid packages right 
away, we hope to start demolition in the spring, construction in the summer, and a grand opening in the fall.  
 
Councilman Ingemann – Dan would you be available to be on the committee that Sherri recommended? 
 
Dan Lund, Planning Commission Member – Yes 
 
Councilman Sumner – Does the roof have a hard surface on it? Also, will the canopy extend over the buses?  
 
Admin. Anderson – The canopy does not go over the buses.  
 
Stuart Krahn, Stantec – At this point it does not extend over the buses. There is about six (6) feet between the 
canopy and buses. There are not a lot of buildings where a canopy extends to the buses. There is a complete rain 
cover on the top. 
 
Councilman Sumner – What is the life expectancy on the roof? I saw somewhere that it was five years.  
 
Andrew Dull, Julie Snow Architects – The warranty is for non-yellowing but the material will last longer. 
 
Councilman Sumner – If it does need to be replaced is that something the County will be responsible for?  
 
Mr. Gitzlaff – Yes, it’s a County facility.  
 
Councilman Rahm – Have you looked at things like using natural lighting in the roof or is it completely solid? 
 
Mr. Krahn – It is a see-through roof.  
 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Sumner to approve Resolution No. 2012-38. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the 
motion carried. 
 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Sumner to approve Resolution No. 2012-39 as amended. With 5 Ayes, 0 
Nays, the motion carried. 
 
Motion by Rahm, seconded by Gallagher to approve Resolution No. 2012-40. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the 
motion carried. 
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Motion by Gallagher, seconded by Sumner to approve Resolution No. 2012-41. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the 
motion carried. 
 
B. City-wide Safety Program 
 
Admin. Anderson presented on this item as outlined in the November 15, 2012 City Council packet. 
 
Councilman Gallagher – When you have the accident review meeting, does anything come to the City Council? 
 
Admin. Anderson – We can provide minutes of the meeting. The accidents that we’ve gone through so far are 
truly accidental things. 
 
Councilman Gallagher – Do you take minutes? 
 
Executive Analyst Helm – They have in the past. 
 
Councilman Sumner – Is this something that’s been in place? 
 
Admin. Anderson – The City-wide program was implemented in April 2011 but the Police, Fire and Public 
Works have always had safety programs in place. The City-wide program was recommended by the League. 
 
Motion by Gallagher, seconded by Rahm to approve the City-wide Safety Program. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 
the motion carried.  
 
C. City of Newport’s Emergency Operations Plan 
 
Admin. Anderson presented on this item as outlined in the November 15, 2012 City Council packet. 
 
Councilman Gallagher – Northern States Power, isn’t that the same thing as Xcel Energy? 
 
Councilman Ingemann – Xcel owns Northern States Power. 
 
Councilman Gallagher – We have both Northern States Power and Xcel Energy under utilities so I would think 
we only need one of those.  
 
Councilman Rahm – If we have a disaster, do we have a City resumption plan? How would we get back online if 
this building were to go away? 
 
Admin. Anderson – Atomic Data Center would be able to provide the backup for us. We would need to buy new 
computers and a new server so it would take a few days. 
 
Councilman Ingemann – What about the paper records? 
 
Admin. Anderson – Renee has been scanning documents since she started. 
 
Executive Analyst Helm – I haven’t gone back and scanned every paper copy just documents since I’ve been 
here. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – We might want to look into that in the future. 
 
Admin. Anderson – I know our HPC consultant has been looking for grants to get us going on that. 
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Sumner to approve the City’s Emergency Operations Plan. With 5 Ayes, 
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0 Nays, the motion carried.  
 
D. Resolution No. 2012-42 – Adopting the Washington County All-Hazard Mitigation Plan 
 
Admin. Anderson presented on this item as outlined in the November 15, 2012 City Council packet. 
 
Councilman Rahm – I can see why some of the things are sensitive but I think it’s nice for the public to 
understand that we have plans and what they entail.  
 
Councilman Ingemann – Well you don’t want to provide information to your enemies. 
 
Councilman Rahm – I understand that but we also want to be transparent.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – If someone put in a public data request for this would the County be able to tell them no? 
 
Attorney Knaak – Yes. 
 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Sumner to approve Resolution No. 2012-42 adopting Washington 
County’s All-Hazard Mitigation Plan. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried.  
 
E. Ordinance No. 2012-13 – Amending Chapter 4, Licensing 
 
Executive Analyst Helm presented on this item as outlined in the November 15, 2012 City Council packet.  
 
Councilman Sumner – So all peddlers will be viewed as one unit? 
 
Executive Analyst Helm – Yes 
 
Councilman Sumner – Do we have a lot of problems with people coming in? 
 
Admin. Anderson – You’ll typically get this after a hail storm. 
 
Councilman Gallagher – Do we have a lot of people coming in for permits? 
 
Executive Analyst Helm – Since I’ve started, I’ve issued about six (6). 
 
Councilman Sumner – What are the penalties for not? 
 
Councilman Gallagher - $700. What about girl scouts? 
 
Executive Analyst Helm – We do not have anything in the Code so they would be allowed. We can add language 
exempting girl scouts, boy scouts, any non-profits such as that. I would add language to Section 455.02.  
 
Councilman Rahm – Are they required to carry anything with them? 
 
Executive Analyst Helm – Yes, they get a certificate that they are required to carry. 
 
Councilman Rahm – What about farm stands? 
 
Executive Analyst Helm – They are exempt from registering per Section 455.04. 
 
Motion by Sumner, seconded by Gallagher to approve Ordinance No. 2012-13 as amended. With 5 Ayes, 0 
Nays, the motion carried. 
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10. ATTORNEY’S REPORT – 
 
Attorney Knaak – I have been asked to address the open meeting law. I would like to suggest that I provide a 
quick lesson on it at the next workshop meeting. I want to remind you that wherever any three of you do meet you 
need to be very wary of that fact because if and when you start discussing City business you run a very serious 
risk of violating the open meeting law.  
 
Councilman Ingemann – That pertains to members of boards as well correct? 
 
Attorney Knaak – Correct. I would suggest you post a notice if three or more of you will be at an event. 
 
11. POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT – Nothing to report 
 
12. FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT – Nothing to report 
 
13. ENGINEER’S REPORT – Nothing to report 
 
14. SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS REPORT –  
 
Councilman Sumner – How’s the salt supply? 
 
Superintendent Hanson – We have an ample supply of salt this year. 
 
15. NEW/OLD BUSINESS  
 
Mayor Geraghty – I just want to say that I’m looking forward to working with everyone for the next two years. I 
think we all have a good indicator of the issues and I think it would be a good idea to revisit the strategic plan in 
January.  
 
16.  ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Sumner, to adjourn the regular Council Meeting at 6:35 P.M.  With 5 
Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
 
           Signed: _____________________________ 
                       Tim Geraghty, Mayor 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Renee Helm 
Executive Analyst 
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