
 

City of Newport 
City Council Minutes 

October 6, 2011 
                 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Tim Geraghty called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M.  
 
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3.  ROLL CALL -        
Council Present – Tim Geraghty, Tom Ingemann, Tracy Rahm, Steve Gallagher 
 
Council Absent –Bill Sumner 
              
Staff Present –   Brian Anderson, City Administrator; Bruce Hanson, Supt. of Public Works; Curt 
Montgomery, Police Chief;  Mark Mailand, Fire Chief; Renee Helm, Executive Analyst; John Stewart, 
City Engineer; Fritz Knaak, City Attorney 
 
Staff Absent – None 
                                            
4.  ADOPT AGENDA 
Motion by Gallagher, seconded by Ingemann, to adopt the Agenda as presented.  With 4 Ayes, 0 
Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried. 
 
5.  ADOPT CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Rahm, to adopt the Consent Agenda, which includes the 
following items: 

A.  Minutes of the September 15, 2011 Regular City Council Meeting  
 B.  List of Bills in the Amount of $69,261.33 

C.  Farm Animal Permit for Paul Lauber 
With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried. 
  
6.  VISITORS PRESENTATIONS/PETITIONS/CORRESPONDENCE 
Virgil Voller, 1685 Kolff Street, Newport – Mr. Voller was present to discuss several concerns he has. 
The first issue was a water issue that he has had with Kolff Street and Wild Ridge Road. Mr. Voller is 
concerned because nothing is going into the holding pond. Mayor Geraghty asked Bruce Hanson to meet 
with Mr. Voller to discuss this issue. Mr. Voller also had a concern about the police. The police came into 
his garage in September thinking it was another residence. Also, Mr. Voller’s wife was stopped for 
having the wrong tabs even though she had registered them with the state previously.  
 
7.  MAYOR’S REPORT 
Mayor Geraghty – I attended the Civil War reenactment that took place September 23-25. It went very 
well, there were over 1,200 students that came through on Friday. They held a reenactment on Saturday. 
Saturday night, the volunteer fire department had a dinner. There was also a campfire in Pioneer Park. On 
Sunday, we did a dedication for the Newport Veterans’ Memorial and I would like to introduce into 
record the speech that I gave at the dedication, as well as a list of names of soldiers that went to Fort 
Snelling 150 years ago.  
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8.  COUNCIL REPORTS 
Councilman Rahm – I attended the South Washington County Telecommunications meeting last week. 
Comcast is beginning a program that provides internet to low income households. Individuals interested 
in this program should contact Comcast. Also, the committee is purchasing Granicus, which is software 
that is used for agendas, minutes and broadcasting meetings. Finally, I have had a few more meetings 
with the Carlson School of Management regarding the possibility of MBA students creating an economic 
development plan or market study for the City. It is too late for this semester but they are interested in it. I 
would like to discuss whether or not the City Council would like to pursue this at a future meeting. 
 
Councilman Ingemann – Nothing to report 
 
Councilman Gallagher – I also attended the Civil War Reenactment and was very impressed by it. I 
talked with some teachers regarding it as well and the students were very impressed. I also heard from a 
couple residents who have not heard about the second billing for water and sewer bills, I directed them to 
staff. Finally, the Bus Rapid Transit Station at the Knox Site is moving forward through Washington 
County through a bonding and they did include it within the met transit planning implementation plan. 
 
9.  ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Admin. Anderson - Prior to getting to my items I would like to note that the City planted 18 new trees in 
Pioneer Park and there are 6 left if anyone would like to donate a tree for $100.  
 
A. Resolution No. 2011-30 - Authorizing Issuance, Awarding Sale, Prescribing the Form and Details and 
Providing for the Payment of $1,185,000 General Obligation Bonds, Series 2011A 
 
George Ellertson presented on this item as outlined in the October 6, 2011 City Council packet. The City 
received five bids. The lowest bidder was Cronin and Co. Inc with a true interest cost of 3.13%.  The 
resolution will approve the low financing bid from Cronin and Co.  
 
Mr. Ellertson also presented on the City’s Bond Rating. The City is rated as A1 according to Moody, 
which is good for small cities.  
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Ingemann, to approve Resolution No. 2011-30 Authorizing 
Issuance, Awarding Sale, Prescribing the Form and Details and Providing for the Payment of 
$1,185,000 General Obligation Bonds, Series 2011A.  With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the motion 
carried.  
 
B. South Washington Watershed District Items 
Admin. Anderson presented on the following items as outlined in the October 6, 2011 City Council 
packet. 

a. Appraisal Memos 
i. Newport Ravine Project Appraisal Memo dated February 28, 2011  

ii. Newport Ravine Project Appraisal Memo dated June 23, 2011 
b. Agreement between the South Washington Watershed District and the City of Newport for the 

North Ravine Stabilization Project 
c. Easement Agreement for Drainage Reports between the City of Newport and Swanlunds’ Inc.  
d. Easement Agreement for Drainage Reports between the City of Newport and Bailey Nurseries 

Inc.  
e. Permanent Public Drainage and Municipal Utility Easement and Agreement and Temporary 

Construction Easement  
 
Councilman Gallagher – Are we expecting water to be standing on all of the four acres? 
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John Stewart – The extra water service is about 2.5 acres. 
 
Councilman Gallagher – Will you be planting native plants? 
 
John Stewart - We were trying to keep the price low with just seeding and grass establishment for right 
now. 
 
Councilman Gallagher - Secondly, can we eventually turn this into a small walking park? We might as 
well do what we can with it. 
 
John Stewart - We’ll have to look at that. There are considerations with what an acceptable grade is.  
 
Admin. Anderson - We’ll look into this to see what we can do for the future.  
 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Geraghty, to approve the five agreements listed for this item. 
With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried.  
 
10.  ATTORNEY’S REPORT 
Attorney Knaak – You have before you our monthly report for September 2011. Our office has handled 
30 criminal prosecution matters. I am still waiting to hear about the Hunter case, which is still under 
advisement.  
  
Councilman Ingemann – Could you provide a definition of the abbreviations at the bottom? 
 
Attorney Knaak – CFD is Continue for Dismissal, NG is Not Guilty, and DNQ is Does not Qualify.  
 
11.  POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT 
Chief Montgomery – The Winter Parking Ban took effect on October 1. As of right now, we are just 
issuing warnings and will begin issuing citations after the first snowfall. The activity report is before you 
and I will take any questions regarding it. 
 
Councilman Rahm – Is there anything major that stands out? 
 
Chief Montgomery – Unlocked cars are still being broken into so be sure to lock your cars. 
 
12. FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT - The fire chief reported on the Fire Department’s calls in the last couple 
weeks, which include: lift assists, electrical problems, smoke inside an apartment building, medical, and 
struck gas line. October is Fire Prevention Month and next week is National Fire Protection Week. The 
Fire Department will host its annual Fire Prevention Open House beginning at 6:00 pm at Fire Station #1. 
Please use caution if you have a recreational fire due to the dryness in the area. 
 
13.  ENGINEER’S REPORT 
A. Resolution No. 2011-31 - Executing and Entering into an Agreement with the Minnesota Department 
of Transportation Agency Agreement No. 98714 
 
John Stewart – The City received grant money in the amount of $650,000 and we’ve spent money from 
that already acquiring the property that was discussed earlier this evening. We need to have an agreement 
with MnDot to continue spending the money that they’ve approved. This agreement would take us to the 
end of the $650,000. This money will be used for land acquisition and contractor expenses.  
 



Page 4 of 4 
City Council Minutes of 10-06-11 

Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Rahm, to approve Resolution No. 2011-31 Executing and 
Entering into an Agreement with the Minnesota Department of Transportation Agency Agreement 
No. 98714.  With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried.  
 
B. Finalization of Condemnation Process – Johnson Properties 
 
John Stewart presented on this item as outlined in the October 6, 2011 City Council packet. There is a 
balance remaining of $25,094.32 as the City has already paid $22,000 towards it. 
 
Motion by Gallagher, seconded by Ingemann, to authorize Payment in the Amount of $25,094.32 
for the Finalization of the Condemnation Process for the Johnson Properties. With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 
1 Absent, the motion carried.  
 
14.  SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS REPORT 
Supt. Of Public Works, Bruce Hanson – No report 
 
15.  NEW/OLD BUSINESS 
None 
 
16.  ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Gallagher, to adjourn the regular Council Meeting at 6:11 P.M.  
With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried. 
 
           Signed: _____________________________ 
            Tim Geraghty, Mayor 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Renee Helm 
Executive Analyst 
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