
 

 
 
 

City of Newport 
City Council Minutes 

October 2, 2014 
                 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Geraghty called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M.  
 
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
3.  ROLL CALL -        
Council Present – Tim Geraghty; Tom Ingemann; Bill Sumner; Tracy Rahm; Steven Gallagher  
 
Council Absent –  
              
Staff Present – Deb Hill, City Administrator; Bruce Hanson, Supt. of Public Works; Curt Montgomery, Police Chief; 
Fritz Knaak, City Attorney; Jon Herdegen, City Engineer; Sherri Buss, TKDA Planner 
 
Staff Absent –Mark Mailand, Fire Chief; Renee Eisenbeisz, Executive Analyst; 
                                 
4.  ADOPT AGENDA 
 
Mayor Geraghty - I would like to give a brief report of our closed meeting under my report. 
 
Motion by Gallagher, seconded by Rahm, to adopt the Agenda as amended.  With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion 
carried. 
 
5.  ADOPT CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Sumner, seconded by Ingemann, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented which includes the 
following items: 

A. Minutes of the September 18, 2014 Regular City Council Meeting 
B. List of Bills in the Amount of $182,086.75 
C. Publication of Ordinance No. 2014-14 
D. Minutes of the September 18, 2014 and September 24, 2014 Closed Session 

With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
 
6.  VISITORS PRESENTATIONS/PETITIONS/CORRESPONDENCE   
 
7.  MAYOR’S REPORT –  
A. Summary of October 2, 2014 Closed Session 
 
Mayor Geraghty - I just wanted to report that the Council did meet prior to this Council meeting for a closed session to 
review five complaints against members of the Police Department. The complaints were against Officer Brodin, Officer 
Martin, Officer Crist, Office McArdell and Officer Muellner. The complaints against Officers Brodin and Martin were 
found to be unfounded and no further action will be taken on those two Officers. The complaints against Officers Crist, 
McArdell and Muellner have been referred to the City Administrator and Chief of Police for further review and action if it 
is to be warrented.  
 
8.  COUNCIL REPORTS –  
  
Councilman Gallagher - Nothing to report. 
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Councilman Sumner - I attended the fire fighter's appreciation dinner. It was nice to look at the faces of the people that 
get out of bed at night, rush to fires, and put themselves in danger on our behalf. I'd like to thank each and every one of 
them. Also, there was an award given to one of our Councilmembers who is also on the Department. Councilman 
Ingemann was recognized for 40 years of service with the Department. I think that's quite commendable and we do 
appreciate that. The guys say that the spirit of the fire fighters is very strong and I think that he's contributed to that. 
Thanks Tom.  
 
Councilman Ingemann - I also attended that dinner. 
 
Councilman Rahm - I also attended that dinner. 
 
9.  ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – 
 
Admin. Hill - I attended a meeting with Met Council to discuss our I & I problem. We have a work order from them for 
over $800,000 that we need to accomplish within the next four years. I'll be talking with Bruce and Jon about a couple of 
the ideas. The weather has impeded the screening on the Knauff property, they have over half of it done. They screened at 
least six inches down.  
 
10. ATTORNEY’S REPORT - Nothing to report 
 
11. POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT -  
 
Councilman Gallagher - I know the Safe and Sober program ended October 1. How did we do? 
 
Chief Montgomery - I can give you the stats, I don't have them now. We did very well. We were in the top half for an 
area level. 
 
Councilman Gallagher - Does the new year start October 1? 
 
Chief Montgomery - Yes. 
 
Councilman Gallagher - Do you know how much we're getting next year? 
 
Chief Montgomery - It's been cut.  
 
Admin. Hill - When we had the officers come to say that they were overstressed and overworked, I asked the Chief, how 
do we justify adding more overtime. I haven't received a response for that yet. I spoke with the County and they said we 
can start over at any time I just haven't received an explanation for that.  
 
12. FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT – Nothing to report 
 
13. ENGINEER’S REPORT –  
A. 2013 and 2014 Street Improvement Update 
 
Jon Herdegen, City Engineer, presented on this item as outlined in the October 2, 2014 City Council packet.   
 
Councilman Sumner - Bruce, everything is done for 2013? 
 
Supt. Hanson - Yes.  
 
Motion by Gallagher, seconded by Sumner, to approve the Final Payment for the 2013 Street Improvement Project 
for $25,317.81. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
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Mayor Geraghty - How much is left after this payment? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - We're 60% paid after this request.  
 
Motion by Sumner, seconded by Ingemann, to approve Partial Payment #4 for $720,477.93. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 
the motion carried. 
 
Councilman Sumner - Is there a chance that the curb on 1385 3rd Avenue will be picked up in the next project? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - It would be anticipated that we could pick up from where the existing curb is. We did not put a 
concrete apron here.  
 
Supt. Hanson - It's not schedule for anything we have right now.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - Do you have a recommendation for the new amount? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - Your mill and overlay assessment is $2,900 with curb or $2,400 with no curb. I think it would be 
appropriate to adjust it to that level. Keep in mind that if a project is done on 3rd Avenue in the next ten years, they would 
not be assessed for that next project. 
 
Councilman Sumner - Would we pick up a project in the next ten years? Would it be best to not assess at all? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - That's difficult to say. 
 
Councilman Sumner - Is the sewer bad at all? That's why we're doing the projects. 
 
Councilman Rahm - Unless we televise, we won't know. 
 
Councilman Gallagher - This is a new home and they were still assessed for sewer service? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - Yes and that was inadvertent. When the roll was put together, every lot that fronted even a portion 
was included and my guess is that I put in one sewer service for every home on that street. 
 
Councilman Gallagher - That should be taken away since it's a new home.  
 
Engineer Herdegen - Yes. The question is what to do with the street. 
 
Councilman Sumner - Is there pavement in front of their house? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - There is new street in front of their place. It's a transition from the old width to the new width.  
 
Councilman Gallagher - I would like to make a motion to not assess 1385 3rd Avenue for anything. 
 
Engineer Herdegen - There is one resolution for all three properties. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Are you recommending that the $15,000 be removed from both Ford Road properties? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - Certainly for Ellingboe, we feel the improvements to his driveway have effectively eliminated the 
discharge onto Ford Road. In review of Lewis' driveway, it appears, certainly during these last few rains, that we're not 
seeing any of the milled bituminous come back onto the road. Our only concern is if it's a permanent fix.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - Is this the latest we can do this so it doesn't appear on his taxes? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - Yes. 
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Mayor Geraghty - Can we come back in the spring and put it back on his taxes if it hasn't been resolved? 
 
Attorney Knaak - That's very hard to do. 
 
Councilman Sumner - We could continue to charge him for any cleanup costs, which would be extensive.  
 
Attorney Knaak - You can assess for an ongoing nuisance. If you leave it on there, he can argue for an abatement or 
refund. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Can we collect it and keep it as escrow? 
 
Attorney Knaak - I wouldn't recommend that. If you think the problem is immediately resolved, you release it and if 
there is an ongoing problem down the road then you assess for different reasons. 
 
Councilman Sumner - How difficult is that? 
 
Attorney Knaak - It's less than ideal. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Can we put something in the resolution to make a stronger case if we need to come back? 
 
Attorney Knaak - No. If you don't want to release it you could have it assessed and reimburse him next year if the 
problem is fixed. The original agreement was that if he fixed the problem, we wouldn't assess him. If you have something 
that the Engineer can sign off on then I would recommend that you let it go. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Is the property for sale? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - I believe it is. I know he had a potential buyer.  
 
Admin. Hill - If we have to sweep the streets, can't we assess that at the end of the year like we do for mowing lawns? 
 
Attorney Knaak - Yes.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - I'm tempted to leave it on unless you two can tell me it's been taken care of for sure. 
 
Engineer Herdegen - He's met the ordinance that says he needs to pave the first 40 feet of his driveway. At this point, he 
has compacted millings on his driveway that are being collected by his sediment trap. We can look at the trap after a half 
dozen rains and see that we're not seeing many of those millings come down onto the street. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Did you approve the design and did he put it in the way you approved it? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - We required him to put in something that worked. We did not give him a design and we did not 
approve his design because we were only concerned with the final product.  
 
Councilman Ingemann - My understanding is that the milling wasn’t approved for Knauff but it was for him, why is that 
different? 
 
Supt. Hanson - The first 40 feet are concrete so it's different.  
 
Councilman Gallagher - Did you tell him to put in 40 feet of concrete? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - He knew that he had to put in 40 feet according to the ordinance. 
 
Councilman Gallagher - We were assessing him because of that? 
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Engineer Herdegen - It was because of a nuisance. 
 
Councilman Ingemann - Every time it rained, it was a gravel pit.  
 
Councilman Sumner - And that was being driven into the bituminous every time cars drove over it.  
 
Councilman Gallagher - Have you noticed anything? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - It's difficult to see any impact down the road now because we have a lot of topsoil that needs to be 
protected. We need to get turf established and an apron needs to be paved on that driveway.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - Do you want to assess the $15,000 or not? 
 
Councilman Sumner - What's going to happen in the winter? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - I would consider it to be the same as a gravel road. Between plowing and freeze thaw, you'll lose a 
certain percentage of that every time you plow it.  
 
Councilman Ingemann - He took care of the first 40 feet. 
 
Engineer Herdegen - The millings help to a certain extent but they'll degrade faster than a paved surface. 
 
Councilman Ingemann - Don't assess it. 
 
Councilman Sumner - We have the nuisance available to us. 
 
Engineer Herdegen - You have another mechanism to collect for damages.  
 
Councilman Sumner - For 1385, are those people in agreement that one side will be curbed and one won't be? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - They requested to have curb placed across their entire property but in my eyes, that's a waste of 
money because it would need to be taken out once 3rd Avenue is designed. It's unlikely that we could tie into that curb.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - They're basically getting half for free and will pay next time we do something.  
 
Admin. Hill - Can they put in their own curbing? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - No, not in the right-of-way. 
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Gallagher to approve Resolution No. 2014-46 adopting an amendment to the 
assessment roll for 1385 3rd Avenue, 1111 Ford Road, and 1125 Ford Road. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion 
carried. 
 
Councilman Rahm - Is there a status on the transit station? 
 
Supt. Hanson - The first lift is on the parking lot and the building is 70% done. They're still scheduled to be done mid-
October. Red Rock Crossing still needs to be done.  
 
Councilman Sumner - What's involved in Red Rock Crossing? 
 
Supt. Hanson - It's the street. 
 
14. SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS REPORT -  
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Supt. Hanson - I have two items for you that I've handed out quotes for (see attached). The first is for installing radiant 
heat at Fire Hall #1. I gave you three options, they're all relatively different. I would like to recommend Schadegg 
Mechanical and option #1. I believe this is the best option for our goal to go green and efficient. I believe it's a good price 
and is a budgeted capital item. We have $30,000 in the budget and this is well within that.  
 
Councilman Sumner - How soon would this be done? 
 
Supt. Hanson - This year. 
 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Gallagher, to approve the bid from Schadegg Mechanical for $19,950 to install 
infrared heaters at Fire Hall #1. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried.  
 
Supt. Hanson - The second item is for carpet at Fire Hall #1, the training room and offices. The Chief would like the 
offices done as soon as possible. I'm recommending the first option from Hiller Carpet. The option is $2,836 for the 
training room and $972 for the offices. This was a budgeted item for $3,000, this brings us up to $3,800 but we're under 
$10,000 for the furnace.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - How many bids did you get for this one? 
 
Supt. Hanson - Three but they're all the same. 
 
Councilman Sumner - Is it a quality product? 
 
Supt. Hanson - Yes, it's generally a 20-year carpet.  
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Rahm, to accept the bid from Hiller Commercial Floors to include the upper 
level and two offices. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried.  
 
15. NEW/OLD BUSINESS  
 
Councilman Sumner - I want to remind the public and Councilmembers that there will be the Buckthorn Removal Day 
on Saturday, October 25 at 9:00 a.m. in Bailey School Forest. Please come and contribute.  
 
16.  ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Rahm, to adjourn the regular Council Meeting at 6:04 P.M.  With 5 Ayes, 0 
Nays, the motion carried. 
 
 
           Signed: _____________________________ 
                       Tim Geraghty, Mayor 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Renee Eisenbeisz 
Executive Analyst 
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