
 

 

 
 

City of Newport 
City Council Minutes 

September 6, 2012 
                 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Geraghty called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M.  
 
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3.  ROLL CALL -        
Council Present – Tim Geraghty, Tom Ingemann, Bill Sumner, Tracy Rahm, Steven Gallagher 
 
Council Absent –  
              
Staff Present – Brian Anderson, City Administrator; Bruce Hanson, Supt. of Public Works; Curt Montgomery, 
Police Chief; Mark Mailand, Fire Chief; Renee Helm, Executive Analyst; Fritz Knaak, City Attorney; Jim 
Stremel, City Engineer;        
 
Staff Absent – 
                                 
4.  ADOPT AGENDA 
Mayor Geraghty – There is one addition to the agenda, under the Consent Agenda. We are adding the Minnesota 
Historical Society Local Government Grant Agreement for the Statewide Conference.  
 
Motion by Gallagher, seconded by Sumner, to adopt the Agenda as amended.  With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the 
motion carried. 
 
5.  ADOPT CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Rahm, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented, which includes the 
following items: 

A. Minutes of the August 16, 2012 Regular City Council Meeting  
B. Minutes of the August 16, 2012 City Council Workshop Meeting 
C. List of Bills in the Amount of $701,383.57 
D. Minnesota Historical Society Local Government Grant Agreement for the Statewide Conference 

With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
 
6.  VISITORS PRESENTATIONS/PETITIONS/CORRESPONDENCE 
 
7.  MAYOR’S REPORT –  
Mayor Geraghty – Last Friday, I was invited to tour the St. Paul Union Depot with Representative McCollum 
and the Mayors from Woodbury and White Bear Lake. It’s amazing the change that is going on there and it’s 
really going to be a multi-modal point of access for the Twin Cities. I believe they’ll be having an open house in 
October. Last week, I attended the open house for Newport Elementary. It’s a great school and it really is a 
neighborhood school. A lot of the staff there have spent their careers there, they like the school and the 
atmosphere and I can’t say enough how much of an asset it is. 
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8.  COUNCIL REPORTS –  
Councilman Gallagher – I also toured the Union Depot and it is very impressive.  
 
Councilman Sumner – I rode on the Aggregate Industries Barge Tour of the Mississippi. I attended and won 
second place of the salsa social that was held recently. I also attended the City Council budget workshop. 
 
Councilman Ingemann – I also attended the Aggregate Industries Barge Tour. Also, the Fire Department is 
having a meat raffle tomorrow at the Cloverleaf Bar and Grill. It starts at 4:00 p.m. and is open to everyone. 
 
Councilman Rahm – Nothing to report 
 
9.  ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – 
A. Introduction by Mr. Keith Jacobus, Ph.D, ISD 833 Superintendent of School 
 
Dr. Keith Jacobus, Superintendent of School for ISD 833 was present to introduce himself to the City Council.  
 
Dr. Jacobus – Thanks for giving me a minute to give a face to the name as I started with the School District this 
year. I wanted to invite you to contact me if you’d like to talk with me more in depth. I wanted to speak with 100 
people in 100 days to help me get acclimated with the District and the areas of concern. I think the partnerships 
between the City and the School District is really important because what we do effects the City and vice versa. I 
appreciate you mentioning Newport Elementary, we’re very proud of the school and staff there. I was fortunate 
enough to walk with the school in the Pioneer Day Parade and to watch them walk through and greet the kids; it’s 
such a positive environment.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – Thank you. We do have some partnerships that go back a long ways. I’m not sure if you’re 
familiar with our partnership on the Bailey School Forest which is a joint venture that we have with the School 
District. Most recently we partnered with them in putting up a pavilion in honor of a resident who was 
instrumental in the School Forest. We do appreciate it very much.  
 
B. Interlocal Agreement Between the City of Newport and the Houston-Galveston Area Council for the 
Cooperative Purchasing for a Fire Truck 
 
Admin. Anderson presented on this item as outlined in the September 6, 2012 City Council packet.  
 
Councilman Gallagher – Do we usually go through the State of Minnesota for things like this? 
 
Admin. Anderson – Yes, we usually have to but they said that we can use a consortium like this for the 
purchasing. 
 
Motion by Sumner, seconded by Ingemann to approve the Interlocal Agreement between the City of 
Newport and the Houston-Galveston Area Council for the Cooperative Purchasing for a Fire Truck. With 
5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
 
C. Resolution No. 2012-24 – Making Certain Findings of Fact and Denying the Application of Stephan 
Linn, By and On Behalf of Linn Companies, for an Off-Sale Liquor License at a Particular Location, 1594 
Hastings Avenue, within the City of Newport 
 
Attorney Knaak presented on this item as outlined in the September 6, 2012 City Council packet.  
 
Attorney Knaak – You’ll recall that this resolution was actually put before you at the last Council meeting. This 
action is ordinarily done after action in a Council meeting such as occurred in July. The material was put before 
you but since Councilman Gallagher requested that he be present for these considerations it was tabled. It’s before 
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you now. You should know that litigation has already begun in respect to this item. Our legal counsel is now 
Kennedy and Graven. They are representing you through the League. I do get all of the information that you 
forward to them. Feel free to communicate with them directly.  
 
Councilman Gallagher – I do want to say that although I was against denying the application I will be voting for 
this because it does accurately reflect what the City Council voted on at that time. 
 
Councilman Rahm – It does talk about potentially damaging a business. Those things are future things and I 
don’t know if anyone can predict that. I don’t know if that statement is correct, other things do look factually 
correct. We don’t know that it would put them out of business. 
 
Councilman Gallagher – It was brought up and this is reflecting what was brought up. 
 
Attorney Knaak – Mr. Mayor, I would like to note that this is not a public hearing and this is not an appropriate 
time for discussion. You may raise a point. 
 
Ann O’Reilley, LeVander, Gillen, and Miller – I just wanted to note is that the Resolution was not prepared for 
the last Council meeting. 
 
Attorney Knaak – I would suggest that if you have an issue to raise to raise it with Mr. Thompson of Kennedy 
and Graven.  
 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Sumner to approve Resolution No. 2012-24. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the 
motion carried. 
 
D. Resolution No. 2012-25 – Establishing a Proposed Preliminary Levy Certification for Levy Year 2012, 
Payable 2013 
 
Admin. Anderson presented on this item as outlined in the September 6, 2012 City Council packet. The total 
proposed preliminary levy certification for levy year 2012, payable 2013 is $2,361,620, which is a $10,620 
increase from last year’s preliminary levy, however it is not projected to increase taxes on the medium home in 
Newport. 
 
Councilman Sumner – What is the ideal range for the fund balance? 
 
Admin. Anderson – Between 35% and 50%.  
 
Councilman Rahm – It looks like we’ll be slightly over it depending on the projections.  
 
Admin. Anderson – Right, we left ourselves a little bit of a cushion. We brought it up rather high for Council’s 
sake. 
 
Councilman Sumner – That’s the best position we’ve had in a couple years? 
 
Admin. Anderson – I can go back to 2009 where I think we were below 30%.  
 
Councilman Rahm – What’s our LGA percentage right now? 
 
Admin. Anderson – I don’t know. 
 
Councilman Rahm – The way I look at it is, that’s kind of a risk in case that goes away. How does that impact 
us?  
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Mayor Geraghty – We do have that covered. We’ve taken a conservative approach to it. 
 
Councilman Ingemann – We’re hoping to not be as dependent on it. Where if it does go away it doesn’t hurt us. 
 
Admin. Anderson – Again, with this levy, the Council can only decrease or keep it where it is, you can’t increase 
the amount. 
 
Councilman Gallagher – This is not the actual budget that we’ll come up with but this is the largest amount. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – It does give us room to come down. 
 
Admin. Anderson – Because we’re on the first year of the exclusion equation, rather than the market value 
homestead equation, it’s hard to compare apples to apples going back. Market values dropped and we’re slightly 
increasing the levy but it’s going to decrease the impact on the median value home because of the new equation. 
 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Rahm to approve Resolution No. 2012-25. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the 
motion carried. 
 
10.  ATTORNEY’S REPORT –  
Attorney Knaak – You have before you the prosecution report. You’ll see that the number remains at an elevated 
level. We’re anticipating that that is the new normal. The one concern I have is the percentage of resolution from 
the hearing officer. It’s not as high as other cities that I represent. I’ve put together a meeting with the hearing 
officer to see if there’s something we can do on our end to help increase the efficiency. It’s not a problem; it just 
means that those resolutions are done by us rather than the hearing officer.  
 
Councilman Gallagher – Are you seeing stuff that you do different than what the hearing officer comes up with? 
Are you getting pleas similar to what the hearing officer would get? 
 
Attorney Knaak – Not necessarily. Very often someone will come in and will just want to talk with somebody or 
have their fines reduced. The hearing officer can do that. In some of these cases the person won’t be satisfied with 
the options or they’ll want the whole thing dropped, which the hearing officer can’t do. I’d say we see about 10 of 
those cases every couple weeks. I think we could probably do better but I want to see what the hearing officer 
thinks. 
 
11. POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT – Nothing to report 
 
12. FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT – Chief Mailand reported on the number of calls in the past month, which include: 
deck fire, broken gas line, and a couple highway accidents. The Fire Department conducted a controlled burn on 
Century Avenue as well.  
 
13.  ENGINEER’S REPORT  
Jim Stremel, City Engineer – I just wanted to provide an update on the North Ravine project. We’re about 99% 
complete. The contractor is still working some items such as raising a hydrant and clean-up. We’re pleased with 
how the construction went. The grass that is there is a cover crop. In the springtime, once we have a freeze-thaw 
cycle, the native turf will start to grow.  
 
Councilman Sumner – Will there be an overlay seeding? 
 
Mr. Stremel – They already put the overlay down.  
 
Supt. Hanson – There are some areas that Public Works will be addressing. 
 
14.  SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS REPORT  
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A. Purchase of a 2012 GMC Canyon for $19,077 
 
Supt. Hanson presented on this item as outlined in the September 6, 2012 City Council packet.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – Was this a planned purchase for 2012? 
 
Admin. Anderson – Yes 
 
Councilman Sumner – How many miles does the trade-in have? 
 
Supt. Hanson – 55,000 but the hours are what really count.  
 
Councilman Sumner – Will this be used for plowing? 
 
Supt. Hanson – No, this is the vehicle that I use. 
 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Gallagher, to approve the purchase of a 2012 GMC Canyon for $19,077. 
With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
 
Supt. Hanson – Also, we did complete the Bailey School Forest pavilion today with the exception of 
landscaping. 
 
15.  NEW/OLD BUSINESS 
 
16.  ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Rahm, to adjourn the regular Council Meeting at 6:08 P.M.  With 5 
Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
 
           Signed: _____________________________ 
                       Tim Geraghty, Mayor 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Renee Helm 
Executive Analyst 
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