
 

 

 
 

City of Newport 
City Council Minutes 

August 16, 2012 
                 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Geraghty called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M.  
 
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3.  ROLL CALL -        
Council Present – Tim Geraghty, Tom Ingemann, Bill Sumner, Tracy Rahm,  
 
Council Absent – Steven Gallagher 
              
Staff Present – Brian Anderson, City Administrator; Bruce Hanson, Supt. of Public Works; Curt Montgomery, 
Police Chief; Mark Mailand, Fire Chief; Renee Helm, Executive Analyst; Fritz Knaak, City Attorney; Jim 
Stremel, City Engineer;        
 
Staff Absent – 
                                 
4.  ADOPT AGENDA 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Rahm, to adopt the Agenda as presented.  With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 
Absent, the motion carried. 
 
5.  ADOPT CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Sumner, seconded by Ingemann, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented, which includes 
the following items: 

A. Minutes of the August 2, 2012 Regular City Council Meeting  
B. List of Bills in the Amount of $232,375.71 
C. North Ravine Partial Payment #4 

With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried. 
 
6.  VISITORS PRESENTATIONS/PETITIONS/CORRESPONDENCE 
Pauline Schottmuller, 97 10th Street – I’m here as a campaign fact checker. All three of you have announced 
and I try to keep my temper but it’s a little hard when confronted with things that aren’t true. You all mentioned 
the transit station in your reelection statement. I want to set the record straight as far as the transit station. When I 
was first elected on the Newport City Council back in 1999, the Red Rock Corridor Committee had been up and 
running for some time and the Knox site was on the County radar for a transit station since the mid-90’s. We tried 
to convince the County that a better site would be the Knauff site but that didn’t fly so the Knox site went in on 
our comprehensive plan as a potential transit station, so it was in the works for a decade so. Semstone wanted to 
buy the Knox site in 2007/2008 but we had identified that as the transit station and north gateway to the City and 
parking several dozen or more cement trucks did not blend well. The Kevin Chapdelaine council told Semstone 
no. In the early part of 2009 I come into City Hall and Tim’s meeting with some men in the small office here and 
I ask Rachel and Brenda who he was meeting with and they said Semstone and I go “Oh, that’s interesting.” It 
wasn’t long after that that you, Tim, were asked to talk with the Congress Estate Commerce Committee. That was 
on a Monday and you did talk with them and that Wednesday, I found out what you said to them because I was at 
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a meeting with Karla and Katie. They took me to the woodshed and asked me “What’s wrong with Newport?” 
because you testified at the Commerce meeting that you did not feel that the transit station was in the best interest 
of Newport and they wanted to know when this was decided and I did too because there was never any public 
discussion that we no longer wanted the transit station there. So either you decided that on your own Tim or the 
three of you decided at some backdoor meeting where the rest of us weren’t invited but I do know what Tim 
testified to at the meeting, I checked with Karla not too long ago. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – Do you have the minutes from that meeting? 
 
Ms. Schottmuller – I checked with Karla. I’ll bring them.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – I would like a copy of those minutes. 
 
Ms. Schottmuller – Anyway, that upset Katie and Karla and that’s when the County got into action. And if it 
weren’t for Katie and Karla, and Commissioner Myra Peterson, and County staff, we would have cement trucks 
parked there and we wouldn’t have a transit station because Semstone went ahead and they had a purchase 
agreement and were already on the agenda for the Planning Commission to get a Conditional Use Permit. 
Fortunately the County was able to work a deal with Semstone and buy the property. And do you remember the 
meeting we had here with County staff? 
 
Mayor Geraghty – The County made an arrangement to buy it from Semstone? 
 
Ms. Schottmuller – Yes 
 
Mayor Geraghty – What property did Semstone own? 
 
Ms. Schottmuller – Knox, they had a purchasing agreement with Knox. We had a meeting with County staff and 
Myra and you three gentlemen sat there unenthusiastic about the transit station. It was only Corb Hopkins and I 
who advocated for it. Myra Peterson, who I sat next to, was getting so hot under the collar listening to you three 
that I could practically see the steam coming from her. And she finally said, this isn’t a direct quote but it gets to 
the heart of the matter, “If the City of Newport did not want the literally millions of dollars of development 
money that the County was putting on the table that she knew plenty of other Washington County cities who did.” 
So it was pretty much take it or leave it and fortunately the City did decide to take it, but it was Corb and I who 
advocated for it.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – Where are you going with this Pauline? 
 
Ms. Schottmuller – Where I’m going with it is don’t you dare, don’t you dare, not any of you, for two seconds 
take credit for that transit station. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – We’re taking credit for it because we voted for it. If you remember, we were debating about 
whether or not it should come down by Veolia. We had not picked a final location and I finally came down and 
decided that it should go at the Knox site and I supported it and then we set the foundation for it. That’s the facts. 
 
Ms. Schottmuller – Tim, we could argue this all night, I’m telling my side of the story. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – Pauline, you do all you want in your fact finding mission but the more you do, the more you 
say, the more it’s going to help me.  
 
Ms. Schottmuller – There are a couple other matters here. The fishing pier is now gone, thank you, but there is a 
small matter of $2,000. Tim, I don’t know if you remember this because you tend to not remember convenient 
things but it is part of Council minutes and that is you promised that there would be no general funds used for that 
pier and you would rely on donations. Well donations did buy it but it also needed pontoons to help stabilize it. 
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The bill for pontoons came to almost $2,000 and it came out of general revenue. The way I look at it, you owe the 
City $2,000. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – Is that true Bruce? 
 
Supt. Hanson – I don’t recall the exact cost but we did buy additional floats for it. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – And did it come out of the general fund? 
 
Admin. Anderson – That was a year or two later and I was under the impression… 
 
Mayor Geraghty – As long as we’re talking about costs, how many thousands of dollars did we pay for your 
overlook. 
 
Ms. Schottmuller - $14,000. 
 
Councilman Ingemann – It’s not ADA compliant either. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – Bruce do you know of the top of your head what we paid for the overlook because it was 
done and redone? 
 
Ms. Schottmuller – It was $14,000, it came out of the Park fund. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – Bruce, let’s have that for our next meeting. I would like the public to know. 
 
Ms. Schottmuller – But I didn’t promise to cover that from donations.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – Well we’re talking about taxpayer dollars. I was not aware that we paid the $2,000 out of the 
general fund. I’m not sure what the donations totaled were. 
 
Admin. Anderson – I think we raised $5,400 and the fishing pier was $3,500 so we covered everything at the 
time and then it was going to become part of the Parks, Public Works and for safety reasons we added a couple 
extra floats. 
 
Ms. Schottmuller – The understanding was that anything besides City labor… 
 
Mayor Geraghty – So we’ll continue to raise some money and reimburse the General Fund and we’ll try to get 
some reimbursement for your overlook too. 
 
Ms. Schottmuller – I’ll be watching for that. That was all part of the park abatement, I didn’t promise donations 
for that. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – Come back again and keep us informed. 
 
7.  MAYOR’S REPORT –  
Mayor Geraghty – I attended National Night Out and that was a good turnout. I also attended Pioneer Day, I was 
in the parade and at the park all day. I did send Renee an email thanking her for all of her hard work. I think you 
did a great job for the short time that you had to deal with it but I’d like to thank you again, you did a really good 
job, it was a good day and good turnout. 
 
8.  COUNCIL REPORTS –  
Councilman Rahm – I also attended Pioneer Day and wanted to thank City staff for putting it on. I also met with 
Brian to talk about the strategic plan to firm it up and bring something to the Council in the next month or so. 
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Councilman Ingemann – Nothing to report 
 
Councilman Sumner – I also attended Pioneer Day and it was quite wonderful to spend that much time with the 
people of Newport that are appreciative of the City, that are pleasant to be with, and to see them enjoying the 
many benefits of a thoughtful city. In addition, I went to the community advisory committee at the refinery. They 
have gone through continuing improvements to their facilities to improve their productivity and safety. I also 
heard that recently there were three refineries that were shut down in the Midwest for various reasons which has 
caused the Midwest to suffer in regards to gas prices. Based on the improvements at our local refinery they were 
able to maximize their throughput, which has stayed in the metro area. Because they’re operating safely and 
efficiently, we are able to enjoy a very reliable, continuous source of transportation fuels which are essential to 
our existence.  
 
9.  ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – 
A. Discuss the Veterans’ Memorial in Pioneer Park 
 
Admin. Anderson presented on this item as outlined in the August 16, 2012 City Council packet.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – I had raised this issue at a HPC meeting because I was under the impression that we should 
take the broad approach and try to recognize all veterans. For example, if an elderly person moves into the City 
and wants to buy a brick for their husband or child that never lived here that should be allowed. I’m not sure how 
big it will be if we limit it. 
 
Councilman Ingemann – My feeling is that if a parent wants to give a brick or somebody wants to get a brick for 
their father they should be able to do it. If you’re a Newport resident you should be able to get a brick. 
 
Councilman Rahm – When I see other veterans memorials their usually for veterans for that specific town but 
Newport is smaller so I’m fine with opening it to everyone.  
 
Admin. Anderson – Ok thank you. 
 
B. Ordinance No. 2012-12 – Amending Chapter 5, Alcoholic Beverages  
 
Admin. Anderson – I received an email from Councilman Gallagher that he would not be able to be at the 
meeting and he wanted to discuss this item. I asked the Attorney on whether or not we should table this item until 
all five of you are able to be here and the Attorney didn’t have an issue with that. 
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Rahm to table this item until the September 6, 2012 City Council 
meeting. With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried. 
  
10.  ATTORNEY’S REPORT –  
Attorney Knaak – You have before you the prosecution report. I’m pleased to say that the spike has diminished 
somewhat but we’re still above last year’s averages. There’s nothing remarkable about any of these cases. You’ve 
all been copied with correspondence related to Mr. Linn’s application for an off-sale liquor license. One of the 
things that it has on it is a litigation hold and I would just like to remind you to preserve any and all 
correspondence and emails that relates to this and City business in general, so keep everything.  
 
11. POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT –  
Chief Montgomery – Brian Domeier, Investigator, has retired from the City of Newport, he had about 27 years in 
service. On August 7 I attended the National Night Out at the Lutheran Church and I’d like to say thank you to 
them, they did a good job. Lastly, you have the July Activity Report before you that I’ll stand for questions if any.  
 
12. FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT – Nothing to report 
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13.  ENGINEER’S REPORT – Nothing to report 
 
14.  SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS REPORT – Nothing to report 
 
15.  NEW/OLD BUSINESS 
 
16.  ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Geraghty, to adjourn the regular Council Meeting at 5:52 P.M.  With 4 
Ayes, 0 Nays, 1 Absent, the motion carried. 
 
           Signed: _____________________________ 
                       Tim Geraghty, Mayor 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Renee Helm 
Executive Analyst 
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