
 
 
 
 

City of Newport 
City Council Minutes 

July 21, 2016 
 
 
          
1.  CALL TO ORDER  
Mayor Geraghty called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M.  
 
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3.  ROLL CALL 
Council Present – Tim Geraghty; Tom Ingemann; Dan Lund 
 
Council Absent – Bill Sumner; Tracy Rahm; 
              
Staff Present – Deb Hill, City Administrator; Bruce Hanson, Supt. of Public Works; Steve Wiley, Fire Chief; Renee 
Eisenbeisz, Assistant to the City Administrator; Fritz Knaak, City Attorney; Larry Osterman, Sergeant; Jon Herdegen, 
City Engineer; Sherri Buss, City Planner 
 
4.  ADOPT AGENDA 
 
Mayor Geraghty - I'd like to move the Engineer's Report to after the Council Reports. 
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Ingemann, to adopt the Agenda as amended. With 3 Ayes, 0 Nays, 2 Absent, the 
motion carried. 
 
5. ADOPT CONSENT AGENDA  
Councilman Ingemann - I'd like to remove the July 7, 2016 minutes. 
 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Lund, to approve the Consent Agenda as amended, which includes the following 
items: 

B. Minutes of the July 12, 2016 Special City Council Meeting - 5:30 p.m. 
C. Minutes of the July 12, 2016 Special City Council Meeting - 6:30 p.m. 
D. List of Bills in the Amount of $148,381.93 
E. Resolution No. 2016-29 – Accepting Donations for the Period of June 1 - July 18, 2016 
F. Resolution No. 2016-30 - Amending the Planning Commission Meeting Time and Policy Guide 
G. Proposal from Pathfinder CRM for Historic Preservation Consultant Services for 2017-2018 
H. Settlement Agreement and Release of Claims Under MN Statutes Section 299A.465 
I. MNDot Agreement 

With 3 Ayes, 0 Nays, 2 Absent, the motion carried. 
 
A. Minutes of the July 7, 2016 Regular City Council Meeting 
 
Councilman Ingemann - On page 12, where it says to approve the per hour rate for Deb and Renee, I did not vote, I 
made no motion or sound. Same on the second motion. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Do you have to give a verbal motion? You didn't say anything?  
 
Councilman Ingemann - I abstained because I felt it should have been taken care of during the budget discussions.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - If you abstain, you're supposed to say something. 
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Attorney Knaak - There's nothing wrong with making that call but one of the reasons minutes are reviewed is so 
someone can make a correction.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - I would like someone to say if they are abstaining in the future.  
 
Motion by Lund, seconded by Ingemann, to approve the July 7, 2016 minutes as amended. With 3 Ayes, 0 Nays, 2 
Absent, the motion carried. 
 
6. VISITORS PRESENTATIONS/PETITIONS/CORRESPONDENCE 

 
7. MAYOR’S REPORT - Nothing to report. 

 
8. COUNCIL REPORTS 
Councilman Lund - I talked to a resident who is frustrated that we don't always speak into our microphones, he 
mentioned me and the attorney. We should realize that there are people watching at home and we need to speak into our 
microphones. He also asked that when anyone talks, including Sgt. Osterman, we have them come up so they can here. 
 
Councilman Ingemann - I was at the Planning Commission workshop last week. They discussed a lot. There's some 
interesting stuff coming up. They'll be redoing the comprehensive plan. 
 
13. ENGINEER’S REPORT  
A. 2017 Street and Utility Improvements 
 
Engineer Herdegen presented on this item as outlined in the July 21, 2016 City Council packet. Engineer Herdegen stated 
that the resolutions ordering the improvements needed a 4/5 vote and recommended waiting until the next meeting. 
Attorney Knaak indicated that we need 3 out of 3 but also recommended waiting. Waiting until the next meeting does not 
affect the schedule.  
 
Motion by Lund, seconded by Ingemann, to table Resolutions No. 2016-31 and 2016-32 until August 4, 2016. With 
3 Ayes, 0 Nays, 2 Absent, the motion carried.  

 
9. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
A. Public Hearing - To Review Alleged Legal Non-Compliance of an On-Sale and Sunday On-Sale Liquor License 
Holder 
 
The public hearing opened at 5:38 p.m. 
 
Asst. to the City Administrator Eisenbeisz presented on this item as outlined in the July 21, 2016 City Council packet.  
 
Autumn Lehrke, Owner of Opinion Brewing - I'm here to answer questions you have and get clarity on some of the 
definitions. We didn't remove all of the lanes, we still have two that are completely intact and are the full length. We 
removed the pinsetters and machines on six of the lanes. We most certainly do have bowling lanes so we would like to 
keep our license as is. I did send a menu to you to show what type of food we serve. We believe we meet the definition of 
a restaurant. If we don't, we'll need more information so we can have our attorney look at it. When we were here in 2013, 
the Council had a discussion on record saying how the old bar was a restaurant because they served pickled eggs. We 
have a much more expanded menu and as Renee said, we have a food license through the County. We still believe we're a 
bowling center. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Does anyone use them? 
 
Mrs. Lehrke - They didn't when we bought it but they could.  
 
Asst. to the City Administrator Eisenbeisz - When Sgt. Osterman conducted his inspection… 
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Mayor Geraghty - What food do you prepare there? 
 
Councilman Ingemann - Onsite. It's prepackaged. 
 
Mrs. Lehrke - We prepare everything on site, it comes frozen just like Burger King. We're talking about expanding our 
menu even more. 
 
Councilman Ingemann - I believe the definition given is that the food needs to be prepared onsite, if you're taking 
prepackaged food and heating them up, that's not preparing it onsite. Make a sandwich, that's prepared onsite. 
 
Mrs. Lehrke - We can expand our menu to include sandwiches. 
 
Councilman Lund - I don't agree with that, they have chicken wings. They have a fryer. 
 
Attorney Knaak - Prepared onsite is taking raw ingredients or ingredients and cooking them onsite. We don't have a lot 
of clarity. I bet that Tinucci's gets some frozen foods that they don't prepare onsite. Preparation has to do with plating up 
as much as anything. Nuking a pizza is not a restaurant, the more involved the menu is, the more involved the preparation, 
the closer you are to a restaurant. That's your call to make.  
 
Councilman Ingemann - Isn't there a different license from the County? 
 
Councilman Lund - It's not our job to enforce the County license. My preference is to say that they are a restaurant. I 
don't think the residents care if they have bowling every once and a while or a more useful use for the space. 
 
Mrs. Lehrke - We make our sauce from scratch, we have really good wings. We go to Restaurant Depot for food, this is 
how restaurants work. The goal is to have everything handmade. 
 
Councilman Ingemann - So you make your sauce onsite? 
 
Mrs. Lehrke - Yes we do.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - They are deep-fried, they cook them.  
 
Councilman Ingemann - You put them in a deep fryer, that's prepared onsite. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Do you have plans to expand the restaurant? 
 
Mrs. Lehrke - Yes. We still do have two lanes so if you want to save some administrative time, you can keep it as is.  
 
The public hearing closed at 5:49 p.m. 
 
Motion by Lund, seconded by Geraghty, to reissue the On-Sale and Sunday On-Sale Liquor Licenses to Opinion 
Brewing as a restaurant considering the menu submitted and the food prepared onsite. With 3 Ayes, 0 Nays, 2 
Absent, the motion carried. 
 
B. Discussion Regarding Catherine Drive Potential Development 
 
Sherri Buss, City Planner, presented on this item as outlined in the July 21, 2016 City Council packet. The Council 
discussed rezoning this area so that it can be developed at a higher density and have sewer and water available. Ehler's 
will be presenting at the August 4, 2016 City Council meeting on financing for bringing water and sewer to this area.  
 
C. Amend 2016 Annual Appointments 
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Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Ingemann, to appoint Saengmany Ratsabout to the Planning Commission. With 
3 Ayes, 0 Nays, 2 Absent, the motion carried.  
 
10. ATTORNEY’S REPORT - Nothing to report. 

 
11. WASHINGTON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE REPORT – Nothing to report. 
 
12. FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT -  
Chief Wiley - I just wanted to thank everyone that came out for Booya, it was one of the most successful ones. Special 
thanks to Bruce and his crew for getting the area ready and Sgt. Osterman for lining up the water and trail division and K9 
demos.  
      
14. SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS REPORT – Nothing to report. 
 
15. NEW / OLD BUSINESS 
 
16. ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Ingemann to adjourn the regular City Council meeting at 6:11 p.m. With 3 
Ayes, 0 Nays, 2 Absent, the motion carried. 

 
 

      Signed: _____________________________ 
                        Tim Geraghty, Mayor 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Renee Eisenbeisz 
Assistant to the City Administrator 
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