
 
 
 

 
City of Newport 

City Council Minutes 
June 16, 2016 

 
 
          
1.  CALL TO ORDER  
Mayor Geraghty called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M.  
 
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3.  ROLL CALL 
Council Present – Tim Geraghty; Tom Ingemann; Bill Sumner; Tracy Rahm; Dan Lund 
 
Council Absent –  
              
Staff Present – Deb Hill, City Administrator; Bruce Hanson, Supt. of Public Works; Steve Wiley, Fire Chief; 
Fritz Knaak, City Attorney; Larry Osterman, Sergeant; Jon Herdegen, City Engineer; Sherri Buss, TKDA Planner 
 
4.  ADOPT AGENDA 
 
Mayor Geraghty - I'd like to move the Engineer's Report to after the Council Reports. 
 
Councilman Lund - I suggest we move the pay study to the end so we can let everyone else go. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Under New/Old Business? 
 
Councilman Lund - Sure. 
 
Admin Hill - There will be an addition to my report, a bench handout on a condemnation resolution. 
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Rahm, to adopt the Agenda as amended. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the 
motion carried. 
 
5. ADOPT CONSENT AGENDA  
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Sumner, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented, which includes 
the following items: 

A. Minutes of the June 2, 2016 Regular City Council Meeting 
B. Resolution No. 2016-20 – Accepting donations for the Period of March 29 – May 31 
C. List of Bills in the Amount of $92,722.50 

With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
 
6. VISITORS PRESENTATIONS/PETITIONS/CORRESPONDENCE 
Ed Petry, President of the Newport Railroad Club - We were approached for a possibility of getting a Soo 
Line Caboose in Cottage Grove. We've been in contact with Vick's Railroad Service to move it. The City of 
Cottage Grove has also given written permission to use an easement to move it. Our proposal is to bring it here to 
the tower, which we think would be a good addition to it. The ends of the caboose need to be repaired which we 
would take care of. The interior is in very good condition. We think it should go in the front of the tower. We 
would provide steps to the caboose with approval from the City. We've talked to Vick's quite a bit and they're 
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willing to work with us. We're a non-profit organization. The only thing we'd like the City to do is take the top 
soil out and put some crushed rock down so we can place the caboose on that. That would be the only 
commitment the City would have. The Club is very excited about it. This is something we've pursued for a while. 
We're just looking for City approval.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - Who owns it now? 
 
Mr. Petry - The son of someone who passed away. Cottage Grove won't allow them to have a caboose on private 
property. The caboose is free to us so the only cost would be to move it. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - So it would be gifted to the City? 
 
Mr. Petry - Yes. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - What type of agreement would we need? 
 
Attorney Knaak - You would need to accept the gift with some conditions if you'd like. 
 
Mr. Petry - We would maintain it.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - I don't have an issue with it.  
 
Councilman Sumner - It's been suggested to me that there might be a maintenance issue and would it benefit to 
have a roof placed over it? 
 
Mr. Petry - It would probably prolong the maintenance thing but the sides are steel.  
 
Councilman Sumner - Keeping it painted may be an issue. 
 
Mr. Petry - We have a caboose in White Bear that's wood so that has more upkeep but this one is metal. 
 
Admin. Hill - When I was up in Cloquet we had a train in town and we were looking at putting a shelter over it 
because of the expense of painting.  
 
Councilman Rahm - I assume this is the same box car that was going to be a man cave? 
 
Admin. Hill - Yes. 
 
Councilman Rahm - And this is to the historic district of the City. 
 
Councilman Lund - Were you going to sandblast it? 
 
Mr. Petry - Yes. 
 
Councilman Rahm - Did this go to the Parks Board or us first? 
 
Admin. Hill - Us. 
 
Councilman Lund - Bruce, do you have any issues? 
 
Supt. Hanson - I have no issues. I'll work with them on placing it. My only concern would be maintenance 
around it and mowing. 
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Councilman Sumner - I think it would be a nice addition to the City. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - We'll have to work on the donation language.  
 
Mr. Petry - We were looking for approval. 
 
Councilman Rahm - So there's no cost to us? 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Just the crushed rock. 
 
Councilman Rahm - I'd like to see a complete proposal on what it's going to cost before accepting the donation.  
 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Geraghty to direct the Railroad Club to continue working on the 
donation of a caboose to the City of Newport. With 4 Ayes, Rahm voting Nay, the motion carried.  

 
7. MAYOR’S REPORT 
Mayor Geraghty - Booya is July 10th and starts at 11:00. 
 
Councilman Ingemann - The parade is July 9th at 6:30 

 
8. COUNCIL REPORTS 
Councilman Rahm - I attended a South Washington County Telecommunications meeting last month. They are 
still deciding on the joint powers agreement between the cities. As soon as they pass something, I'll inform the 
Council. 
 
Councilman Ingemann - I was at the Planning Commission meeting last Thursday where they discussed the 
apartment complex. They had a good discussion. Some of them didn't know the history.  
 
Councilman Lund - I've been working with Bruce and Jon on a design proposal for the fishing pier. Maybe Jon 
can give us a quick update. 
 
Engineer Herdegen - I think we'll have a proposal for the next meeting.  
 
Councilman Sumner - We'll be trimming and pruning trees again this weekend.  
 
13. ENGINEER’S REPORT  
A.  Public Hearing – To receive public opinion on the adequacy and effectiveness of the Storm Water 
Pollution Prevention Program (SWPPP) 
 
The public hearing opened at 5:45 p.m. 
 
Engineer Herdegen presented on this item as outlined in the June 16, 2016 City Council packet. 
 
Councilman Sumner - I saw that there's a program to stencil all drains that go to the Mississippi River but all 
drains either go to a catch basin or the River. We're responsible for the ones that go to the catch basin correct? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - Yes and the stencils are just a way to remind people of where those drains go so that they 
may stop and think about what they're doing. 
 
Councilman Sumner - What about washing cars on driveways. Is that a concern? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - It is depending on what chemicals they are using. We'd encourage them to get that runoff 
to go towards the grass or impervious surface. 



Page 4 of 14 
City Council Minutes of 06-16-16 
 
Councilman Rahm - Do we have this on our website? 
 
Admin. Hill - We can get it there.  
 
The public hearing closed at 5:50 p.m. 
     
B. Feasibility Study - 2017 Street Improvement and Utility Projects 
 
Engineer Herdegen presented on this item as outlined in the June 16, 2016 City Council packet. Engineer 
Herdegen is recommending 2 separate public hearings. Following the public hearing, the City Council will order 
the project.  
 
Councilman Rahm - So we have good ways to measure them if we line them? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - Yes, last year we implemented a new SCADA system so we can track it in real time.  
 
Councilman Rahm - We've had some rain recently, have we tracked that data? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - Yes. 
 
Councilman Sumner - These linings will be all the way to the home correct? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - No, it's the first 5-10 feet. That's about $2,500. If you go further than 10 feet, you're 
required to install a cleanout which doubles that cost and the service lines are owned by the property owner. In 
our own experience, the roots are almost exclusively right at the connection or within the first 3-4 feet. To line 
these to the home or property line would significantly increase that cost without a good benefit, in my opinion.  
 
Councilman Sumner - What is the manufacturer's benefit? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - They're concerned that something will get slightly off without the ability to put their 
camera behind the liner the longer they go. They'll come back and televise all of these to make sure it doesn't 
happen but if it cures, you can't just take it out. It's really site specific in regards to the effectiveness. If our main 
problems are really close to the main, we have to look at that.  
 
Councilman Sumner - We see the most connections in that first 5 feet? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - Yes. 
 
Councilman Lund - What type of confidence do we have between the liners and the cast iron pipe with the 
pressure? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - The lines have to be cleaned, that's critical. The manufacturer performs that work because 
they'll stand by that liner. The liner itself is as strong as the pipe. Structurally, we're very confident in that liner. If 
water gets behind the liner, they put in an o-ring between the liner and pipe so when it's cured, it expands to plug 
the space between the liner and pipe. Once we line them and put the seals in, any water that's behind the liner 
won't be able to get into the system. 
 
Councilman Lund - What type of warranty do we get? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - I don't know.  
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Councilman Rahm - The problem we had before is that if we didn't seal the entire pipe, we still had leakage. Are 
we really solving the problem with only going so far up? 
 
Councilman Sumner - Is this test area isolated? 
 
Supt. Hanson - Yes.  
 
Councilman Lund - Is this the same manufacturer of the original? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - No, it's a different manufacturer.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - Do we need to put dates on the resolution? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - I think it would be appropriate.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - Do we want August 4th and August 18th?  
 
Engineer Herdegen - That'll work. I know in the past, we've done the hearings on a Tuesday.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - Ok.  
 
Motion by Sumner, seconded by Ingemann to approve Resolution No. 2016-23 receiving the feasibility 
report and ordering improvement and road construction hearings. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion 
carried.  

 
9. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
A.  Pay Study 
 
This item was moved to New/Old Business. 
 
B.  MWF Properties – 150 Red Rock Crossing 
 
Sherri Buss, TKDA Planner, presented on this item as outlined in the June 16, 2016 City Council packet. 
 
Councilman Lund - Is there a graphic of the design we can see? 
 
Admin. Hill - It should be up there. 
 
Heidi Tweeten, 211 Park Place - Today, I did a Google search for handicapped housing in Newport and nothing 
came up. I missed the public hearing but there was nothing. We have an opportunity here, if we could include 
some tiny conditions that could make the building more accessible for people with mobility issues, I think it could 
benefit our community greatly. I talked with Christine Davis, the lead for group residential housing in 
Washington County, and Sara Triple, community services planning and program manager for Washington 
Community Services. They were very excited to learn about this project. If you're not familiar, disability housing 
is in serious demand. If we designated a few units as disability friendly, they would be snapped up like that. This 
building is already ADA accessible, we have the bones for this. Sara had a wish list, oblong door knobs, taller 
toilets, grab bars, roll-in showers, and service dog friendly. We have a transit hub that's not used but this 
community would put that to good use. I apologize, I'm not very prepared but I'm willing to work on this. I'm 
willing to be a liaison and do what it takes if there's any interest in this. I think a condition like this could help 
counter negative connotations with workforce or subsidized housing coming to the neighborhood. It's food for 
thought.  
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Chris Stokka and Peter Worthington, MWF Properties presented on this item as outlined in the attached 
PowerPoint. 
 
Councilman Ingemann - You're close to the railroad spur which doesn't have a lot of traffic but I would feel 
more comfortable if a fence was put up along your property to keep the kids from getting on the railroad tracks.  
 
Mr. Stokka - Absolutely and in my letter I said that one would be added. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Tom, was everything from the Planning Commission covered in these conditions? 
 
Councilman Ingemann - Yes. 
 
Councilman Lund - Sherri, what are the standards that they can't meet? Should we revisit them? 
 
Ms. Buss - I think we need to revisit the design guidelines. They were based on a commuter rail station. It's 
standards like no mixed use, an entrance facing the street.  
 
Councilman Lund - I want to make sure we've covered it because this will apply beyond this project.  
 
Ms. Buss - I think that's the hard part. As you get into your comp plan, it'll be appropriate for you to look at the 
area and think about the uses and design guidelines and how that's changed by the mode of transit. The County's 
original plan was based on commuter rail so we based it off of that. You'll want to reconsider the design 
guidelines and what you want for that area. 
 
Councilman Ingemann - Originally when this thing was thought over, they had commercial in front and wanted 
apartments against the rails and we said no. There is a lot of area to the north for commercial development.  
 
Councilman Lund - Are we giving up the ability to enforce? 
 
Ms. Buss - I wouldn't say it's against, I think the conditions try to get close enough to it to allow approval and 
that's why you see the conditions about design and open space. The Commission thinks that with those conditions, 
they'll be close enough to meeting them to allow approval.  
 
Councilman Lund - What does our attorney say about ignoring our design guidelines? 
 
Attorney Knaak - Don't. If you're going to ignore them or not use them, modify them? 
 
Councilman Sumner - Can we approve it with the condition that we'll look at it? 
 
Attorney Knaak - That's essentially what you're doing. 
 
Councilman Ingemann- That's what the Planning Commission needs to do. 
 
Councilman Lund - I want the Planning Commission to look at them and approve them together.  
 
Ms. Buss - I think a workshop between the City Council and Planning Commission would be appropriate to 
discuss this area. 
 
Councilman Sumner - If approved, when would you begin? 
 
Mr. Worthington - By the end of the year. 
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Mrs. Tweeten - The density of the apartment complex now is 2 to 3 bedrooms but the demand for this income 
level are studios and 1 bedrooms so if the density could be taken into consideration that would be great. 
 
Mr. Worthington - There's significant demand for families and that's what we're targeting.  
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Ingemann to approve Resolution No. 2016-21 approving a conditional 
use permit for property located at 150 Red Rock Crossing. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
  
C.  Bicycle Race 
 
Admin. Hill presented on this item as outlined in the June 16, 2016 City Council packet.  
 
Motion by Lund, seconded by Ingemann, to permit the Ragnar Relay to go through the City of Newport. 
With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
 
D.  Liquor Entertainment License – Opinion Brewing 
 
Admin. Hill presented on this item. The City has not approved a liquor entertainment license in the past. Opinion 
Brewing will be hosting a music event on Sunday, June 26th with 10 bands. They'll have an indoor and outdoor 
stage. Staff is recommending a 7:30 p.m. end time because this is a Sunday. The City has had some complaints of 
noise from other residents in that area that have been woken up from businesses in the area. Mr. Lehrke presented 
as outlined in his email attached and is requesting a change to the end time and the police requirement. 
 
Councilman Lund - The outdoor stage is in your patio area which is between your building and Tinucci's? 
 
Mr. Lehrke - Yes, our intention is to stay within our rectangular fenced area. We'll put out a letter to all of the 
people in the area. The people in the area are supportive. We want to see what the implications are if we do this 
once a month. We've had presale tickets available for a couple months and haven't sold any. I'd be happy if we hit 
100 people which is lower than our indoor events.  
 
Councilman Rahm - Was there any issue for the compensation for the police department?  
 
Sgt. Osterman - How off-duty is run, venues will call in to say how many deputies they need, it's $45 per hour, 
once the deputy signs up they'll contact the business and will be there the entire time.  
 
Councilman Lund - Did you recommend two officers? 
 
Sgt. Osterman - I met with the Sgt. Conducting the off-duty scheduling and he recommended that. I agree with 
that.  
 
Councilman Lund - Is there a number of people that we could cap the event at that would reduce it to one 
officer? 
 
Sgt. Osterman - You may say it's capped but then 300 people show up and you have to deal with that. I 
understand that you have to find a medium there and it being a first time event, it's hard to say. If you don't have 
people there and they have to call in more resources, that'll be a direct cost to the City. 
 
Councilman Ingemann - On something like this, you handle more drunks in the evening, if they were to come 
from 5 to 10, most of the crowd will have dispersed maybe.  
 
Sgt. Osterman - Maybe. Generally, the deputies are there the entire time. We'll do whatever the Council decides.  
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Mr. Lehrke - To respond to that, this isn't a first event for us, we've done events every weekend since October. 
The only thing that's different is that half the bands will be outside. The square footage for the outdoor area, I 
don't think 200 people would be out there. I bet some money that we don't have 100 people. Even at one officer, 
at $45 per hour, we have plenty of events where there are few people there. This isn't like a Friday night, it's a 
Sunday afternoon and is supposed to end by 10:00 p.m. If we haven't needed officers when we've had 100 people 
inside we shouldn't need them just because we'll be outside. The officers would be the most expensive thing for 
this event. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Where is everyone at with the time issue? 
 
Councilman Ingemann - He's saying that the bands will be done by sunset so if the end time would be 8:30 
that'd be good.  
 
Councilman Sumner - Does the ordinance state a time? 
 
Admin. Hill - No. 
 
Councilman Sumner - When do you typically end inside on a weeknight? 
 
Mr. Lehrke - Usually about 11:30 during the week. 
 
Councilman Sumner - So the time is one issue and the officer coverage is another. 
 
Admin. Hill - The City does not get billed for the officers. 
 
Councilman Rahm - On a side note, what about Booya? 
 
Admin. Hill - For City events, that's gratis.  
 
Councilman Rahm - If we don't think it'll generate any more issues, why would we require staffing? 
 
Admin. Hill - That's how Washington County handles these events by businesses. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Do we have a choice on requiring extra patrol? 
 
Sgt. Osterman - Yes, it's your choice. If there was a big event, all of the on-duty deputies would respond to it and 
it'd be billed to the City.  
 
Councilman Ingemann - You have an idea of how big of a crowd there will be. This is new so the total of the 
crowd is unknown and according to the presale tickets, it's not a big splash right now.  
 
Sgt. Osterman - We walked through it and the area outside is not very big so I don't think you could get 200 
people out there. Autumn was working on the fence, she said they'd be getting rid of the stuff between the two 
buildings. I was promised it'd be taken care of before the event.  
 
Councilman Sumner - Do you have a bouncer onsite? 
 
Mr. Lehrke - Yes, always on the weekend. We'll have two people outside, one at the entrance and one at the 
back. He's also watching the back gate. We also have someone at the door checking id's and one or two on the 
floor. I expect to have at least four plus myself.  
 
Councilman Lund - This is kind of a test case and they're asking for the minimum. It sounds like it's within the 
bounds of what they normally do. 
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Mayor Geraghty - Can we approve it with a stipulation that if there are extra costs you would pay for them? 
 
Mr. Lehrke - I'm fine with that.  
 
Councilman Rahm - I would approve that.  
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Rahm to approve the Liquor Entertainment License for June 26, 2016 
from 2:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. with the condition that if there are extraordinary charges to the City of 
Newport for this event that Opinion Bar be assessed those charges. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion 
carried. 
 
E.  Pioneer Day Liquor License, St. Paul Park – Newport Lions Club 
 
Motion by Lund, seconded by Sumner, to approve the liquor license for August 14, 2016 for the St. Paul 
Park - Newport Lions Club. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried.  
 
F.  MRCCA Comments 
 
Sherri Buss, TKDA Planner, presented on this item as outlined in the June 16, 2016 City Council packet. 
 
Motion by Lund, seconded by Rahm, to approve the letter to the MN DNR regarding the MRCCA 
Proposed Rules. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
 
G. Lot Coverage 
 
Sherri Buss, TKDA Planner, presented on this item as outlined in the June 16, 2016 City Council packet. 
 
Motion by Lund, seconded by Ingemann, to approve Resolution No. 2016-22 Approving an Ordinance 
Amendment to the Lot Coverage Standards, Section 1350. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
 
H. Resolution No. 2016-24 - Declaring 1057 7th Avenue a Hazardous Building or Property and Ordering its 
Removal by the Owner or City 
 
Admin. Hill presented on this item as outlined in the attached memo.  
 
Councilman Sumner - How many times have they been notified? 
 
Admin. Hill - We've sent numerous letters. The owner is selling it under a contract for deed and the new owners 
will pull permits but then it goes back to the current owner and everything stops. The house is unsecured so we're 
assuming there's vermin in there. We've had some complaints on smell.  
 
Councilman Sumner - Will the building have to come down? 
 
Admin. Hill - That's possible. 
 
Supt. Hanson - I'm not sure, we'll have to see once it's cleaned up.  
 
Councilman Lund - Are we boarding it up with plywood? That's not within the code? How long will it be in that 
condition? 
 
Admin. Hill - We did that on Century Avenue and it's still in litigation. 
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Attorney Knaak - I expect that house to be demolished within two months. In the meantime, the idea is to protect 
the public from entry and boarding it up is the usual practice. 
 
Councilman Lund - I recommend we go full speed ahead and knock it down or get doors and windows. 
 
Attorney Knaak - Once the owner has been served, they have 20 days to do something. If the owner doesn't do 
something, you set up a default hearing and once you get the order to do so, you can demolish the property and 
assess the costs to the property. 
 
Councilman Lund - This doesn't start the process? 
 
Attorney Knaak - It does but it has to go through the process. Typically, it takes a couple months.  
 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Rahm, to approve Resolution No. 2016-24. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the 
motion carried. 
 
10. ATTORNEY’S REPORT - Nothing to report. 

 
11. WASHINGTON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE REPORT – Nothing to report. 
 
12. FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT - Nothing to report.  
      
14. SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS REPORT –  
Councilman Ingemann - On 10th Avenue, there's a cross drain where it's really steep, is the road sinking in that 
area? Can you bring that up? 
 
Supt. Hanson - I don't know about that. We could take down the road, not raise the drain.  
 
Councilman Rahm - It's always been that way. When does the pond need to be cleaned? 
 
Supt. Hanson - That pond is in pretty good shape.  
 
15. NEW / OLD BUSINESS 
A.  Pay Study 
 
Admin. Hill presented on this item as outlined in the June 16, 2016 City Council packet.  
 
Councilman Lund - The chart from Springsted allows someone three grades higher to be paid less than someone 
three grades below based on experience. That's not direct evidence that someone is being underpaid. I didn't 
appreciate our attorney's letter to us and I didn't appreciate that it was in the public domain. I think we could have 
had those discussions more privately. The math is just wrong though on the chart. For a first year, level 18, they 
can make $86,669 but for a ninth year, level 15, they can make $90,407. It's not direct evidence of a pay inequity 
just because someone below is making more money if they have the experience to be on the higher end of the 
chart. The chart allows for that sort of a thing to be going on. Where did you get your numbers? 
 
Attorney Knaak - I used the numbers and what I saw were categories of people that appeared to be on a lower 
level than other categories and the only distinction could be made was sex based.  
 
Councilman Lund - The levels of experience is not sex based. 
 
Attorney Knaak - You're right, it's not. But if you're looking at something based on category classification, what 
they have in common or don't, that is the distinction.  
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Councilman Lund - You're supposed to be our advocate here. 
 
Attorney Knaak - I am but I'm also your Counselor and when I get asked a question with that type of data, that's 
what I look at. 
 
Councilman Lund - The study took into account experience and your letter ignores that. 
 
Attorney Knaak - I don't believe it did.  
 
Councilman Ingemann - I have a hard time deciding that an accountant, bookkeeper, whatever you want to call 
it, should be at a higher pay grade than public works. If public works screws up, that's a health safety issue. If an 
accountant screws up the bills don't get paid, who cares. 
 
Admin. Hill - The grades are based on a number of factors such as education required… 
 
Councilman Ingemann - Do they all have college degrees. 
 
Admin. Hill - Both Renee and Deb have Master's Degrees. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Education was a part of it. 
 
Councilman Rahm - My question is "upon further review," who did the review. We already did a review and I 
thought we didn't have any inequities. Who determined that further review. 
 
Admin. Hill - When Springsted first did the numbers, they asked us for our 2016 salaries. I went on the pay 
program and my mistake was that the pay for the union, because in the beginning of the year, salaried are in the 
new pay study. The union contract has a lag time, I looked at the pay when the new union salaries weren't in. I did 
send out a corrected form to the Council after that and looking at that, I asked Fritz for his opinion.  
 
Councilman Rahm - I don't understand the sex based thing because we have all same class in the same positions. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Tom, I don't appreciate you downgrading the importance of an accountant for the City. Her 
job is important, people don't get paid, you'll hear about that instantly. That job is important. 
 
Councilman Ingemann - I think health and safety is a little more important.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - Well Public Works cuts grass too.  
 
Councilman Rahm - Every job has ranges based on their experience. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - I don't think it does anyone any good to belittle anyone's job and their duties. 
 
Councilman Lund - My point isn't to disagree with the rankings that Springsted came up with, they do that for a 
lot of other cities but when our attorney interprets that in the worst possible light for the City, it's not helpful. 
They told us we didn't have a pay inequity so where does that come from. You're saying you're better at it than 
them. 
 
Attorney Knaak - The question was whether or not in reviewing that data, there could be a basis for a claim 
made against the City and what I'm giving you is conservative legal advice. When I looked at the disparity that 
appeared to exist on that data, I said yes, there's a basis for a claim there potentially. You can calculate whether or 
not someone would sue you or not and take that risk. The point you made earlier about why we should do this 
study to begin with was well taken because this is what happens. Some type of disparity is likely to be found and 
it's going to have to be adjusted for. I look at that, that's what I see, I'm supposed to be giving you conservative 
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advice in terms of the risks and that was my reason for the letter. Based on conservative legal advice, you may 
have a small problem here.  
 
Councilman Rahm - Your recommendation would be different than Springsted's? 
 
Attorney Knaak - Yes. 
 
Councilman Sumner - There's a perception that a gender inequity exists? 
 
Attorney Knaak - I wouldn't call it a perception, I'm saying there's a basis for a possible claim. 
 
Councilman Lund - I don't think our attorney should be producing documents when there's no anticipation of 
litigation telling us that… 
 
Attorney Knaak - If I get asked a question to render an opinion 
 
Councilman Lund - Then you need to keep it private. 
 
Attorney Knaak - I don't disagree with you there. 
 
Councilman Rahm - Well now it's up and we have to deal with it. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Do we want to go to the grade system and adopt it. We paid to have the grades.  
 
Councilman Lund - I have a proposal that isn't this grid. I've said all along that we're paying people fairly. They 
used different cities in their comparison. We don't know what cities exactly, they said 16 but no number was 
based on 16 so we're just guessing. We also have higher benefits. I suggest we discount the entire grade the same 
percentage and we do that by taking Bruce, this is not an indication that we don't like you, we pay Bruce exactly 
the same for the level 16, in the level 9 category, and adjust the whole grid accordingly. This will cost the City 
about $50,000 in a few short years. If we adjust the grid now, it will take care of these issues where we apparently 
have discrepancy, we may have union people on the high end of the grid but there's nothing we can do about that. 
What's proposed with this grid is a huge jump out compared to where we are now and that's an agreement that 
we're underpaying people and I don't agree with that. 
 
Admin. Hill - What we're talking about tonight is an internal inequity, it doesn't have anything to do with 
benefits.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - It's with a public works position, they're getting the same benefits as everyone else. 
 
Councilman Lund - If we did that, I don't know what it would do this year for putting people on the next level. 
My concern isn't about the five or ten thousand dollars this year, it's starting in autopilot that will cost us $50,000. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - How do you get $50,000? 
 
Councilman Lund - Because everyone is way down on the grid and every year they'll get bumped up. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Every year, we bump up people with union contracts and the non-union people get a raise. 
 
Councilman Lund - We'll still do a cost of living to the grid.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - Yes but you don't have to do that every year. If someone caps out and we don't increase the 
grid, their capped. 
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Councilman Lund - In my view, we've been paying Bruce appropriately now and if we take this grid, we'll owe 
him another 6% immediately.  
 
Admin. Hill - No, it's like $500.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - Every year, we do an adjustment to the non-union salaries. The increase between the steps is 
2.75%.  
 
Councilman Lund - No, the difference between the steps is based on experience. We adjust the steps every year 
for cost of living. If we peg it to Bruce's salary, we can do cost of living for everyone. My proposal is to knock 
every step 6.1%.  
 
Councilman Rahm - Do we need to answer this now? 
 
Attorney Knaak - The only thing that's on risk is that if someone is disgruntled with this, they'll bring a claim 
and there would be a reasonable basis to expect that they would be successful. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - I want to get this done to but fairly. We've taken care of the police, fire, and public works.  
 
Councilman Lund - The only person who wouldn't go up is Bruce but he's been around a long time. Everyone 
would continue to go up steps.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - I'd like to see the new grid and how that affects the salaries.  
 
Councilman Lund - In general, the grid adjusts with cost of living. I'd like to have a grid with cost of living 
increases. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - The union contracts are three years, they don't move up every year. 
 
Councilman Lund - Yes they do.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - Bring it back to our next meeting. 
 
Attorney Knaak - Mayor, if I may talk about the correspondence. I think it was probably a mistake on being 
public. I would have expected it to be private.  
 
Councilman Lund - Next time you tell us we're liable for something have it be closed and don't write it down. 
 
Admin. Hill - We discussed about it being public or closed and it wasn't very clear. 
 
Attorney Knaak - There was obviously a miscommunication.  
 
Councilman Rahm - This came out of nowhere to me. 
 
Attorney Knaak - I got asked a question and needed to respond. That conclusion shouldn't have been in the 
packet but it was. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Are people available for a July 7th meeting? 
 
Councilman Ingemann - I can come. 
 
Councilman Sumner - I can. 
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Councilman Lund - I can. 
 
Councilman Rahm - I can't.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - I'd like the camera policy on there as well.  
 
16. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Rahm to adjourn the regular City Council meeting at 7:52 p.m. With 5 
Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 

 
 

      Signed: _____________________________ 
                        Tim Geraghty, Mayor 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Renee Eisenbeisz 
Assistant to the City Administrator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6/22/2016

1

June 16th, 2016

Outline

 Housing Experience

 MWF Properties (Developer)
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 Design Characteristics

 Q & A

MWF Properties
Workforce Housing Experience

 Mission Statement:  Our mission is to provide quality housing that is 
aesthetically pleasing, environmentally conscious, and built to last.

 17 years of housing development experience.

D l d    i  i  MN  IA   d IL  i       Developed 21 properties in MN, IA, and IL representing over 1,000 
units.

 Have in house management company –Velair Property Management.

 Long term owners:  Have not sold a property in company history.

Red Rock Square
Development Characteristics

 Forty two units of comprised of a mixture of two and three 
bedroom units.  Three units will be handicap accessible.

 Housing will be for middle income families in the Newport  Housing will be for middle income families in the Newport 
area.

 Staffing will consist of on site manager, on site 
maintenance personnel, on site caretaker.

 Property will have 24 hour security camera surveillance.  

Project Location Project Design
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Renee Eisenbeisz

From: Deb Hill
Sent: Wednesday, June 22, 2016 2:25 PM
To: Renee Eisenbeisz
Subject: FW: Event Permit for Opinion Brewing

 
 
From: Derrick Lehrke [mailto:derricklehrke@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, June 16, 2016 4:55 PM 
To: Deb Hill 
Cc: Tim Geraghty; Councilman Rahm; Dan Lund; tingemann@comcast.net; Bill Sumner 
Subject: Event Permit for Opinion Brewing 
 
Dear Deb Hill and Others, 
 
As I write this email my mother has left an appointment and is being brought to WoodWinds for a MRI and 
may need a ride home.  Autumn already that a meeting out of this City and I may not be able to come either.   If 
I am not able to make the meeting I respectfully ask that you provide a copy to the Council so they may have 
our position. 
 
Dear Honorable Councilmembers I am writing in response to our need for a entertainment permit.  We learned 
of this need by a Email from your City Administrator sent 6/6 7:54pm.  She said a permit was required and we 
would need to apply the following day.  Which Autumn did.  We also met with Sheriffs representatives as 
requested.  
 
We have two concerns. 1)7:30pm end time 2)requirement that we hire two officers for the entire event. $550 
 
 
1)We put 7:30 on the application because we were told that is was was required.  When asking why there is a 
7:30 cutoff we were told it was because it was a weeknight and residents had complained about other 
businesses.  No details at all give so I have no idea where, or what time she is talking about. 
 
If you were to ask me I would think 10pm or 11pm is reasonable. That is why we planned the event for 9:30 
end. 9:45 for a cushion.   Our location for 100% of this event is within out fenced in area. This is not a block 
party or anything like that.  I asked your staff what other cities do, but was not answered.  My understanding 
that all cities that have a time would be later.  
 
Also know that we are setting up our system on the south end and pointed inside the box created by buildings.  
Beyond that is the Train tracks where the horn was being blown well past 7:30.... Speaking of the train, At our 
property line the Train is as loud as we run our system.  So we may not even be heard over the train.   
 
We haven't run this before, but I really think it will not be a issue.  We want happy neighbors too.  We are all 
friendly and I am not trying to change that. The system outside will be more than 1/2 what we have inside.  And 
when the sound coming from the speakers will less than then a Train or loud semi.  
 
The second issue is requiring two officers $550, $90hr (And if event ends early, and they leave, they still get 
paid in full)  When asked we were told it's their County  Policy and had nothing to do with us specifically.   
Respectfully we are not able to follow that policy and don't forsee ever being able too.  If this is required we 
will never have an outdoor event.  Even if I maxed it out at 200 people some times paying $5 each ($1,000.00) I 

reisenbeisz
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would be giving you 1/2. And what if there isn't 200? This event could easily be less than 50 and I wouldn't 
even cover the costs.. This event has had tickets available for sale for 2 months maybe and has ZERO sales.  
Our last event with no presales had about 20-30 people come. So hopefully you can see this isn't needed.    
 
And if we dont have a cover?   Everything I have a guy or gal with an acoustic guitar or band I am looking at 
$90hr?  Or compromise at $45?   Just can't do it.  How about if someone is needed to come then we will pay 
them the $45 x #of officers?   That would be a compromise. Then we are paying 100% of their time, even 
though we are part of the City.   I have asked for historical information and all records and issues with out 
business, but received none and told this was singling us out........  So I ask that as long as we show we don't 
have a need, that you continue to not require one.  
 
 
Again, respectfully  I asked that you allow us past 7:30 and do not require officers.  Otherwise we can not 
conduct business, and will not be able to in the future. Just wouldn't make sense.  
 
Derrick  

 
 
 
 
 
--  
Derrick 
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