
 

 
 
 

City of Newport 
City Council Minutes 

June 4, 2015 
                 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Geraghty called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M.  
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
3.  ROLL CALL -        
Council Present – Tim Geraghty; Tom Ingemann; Bill Sumner; Tracy Rahm; Dan Lund 
 
Council Absent –  
              
Staff Present – Deb Hill, City Administrator; Bruce Hanson, Supt. of Public Works; Curt Montgomery, Police 
Chief; Steve Wiley, Fire Chief; Renee Eisenbeisz, Executive Analyst; Fritz Knaak, City Attorney; Jon Herdegen, 
City Engineer;  
 
Staff Absent –  
                                 
4.  ADOPT AGENDA 
Admin. Hill - I'd like to move the Strategic Initiatives to right after the Consent Agenda.  
 
Motion by Rahm, seconded by Ingemann, to adopt the Agenda as amended.  With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the 
motion carried. 
 
5.  ADOPT CONSENT AGENDA 
Councilman Rahm - I'd like to pull the List of Bills for a discussion. 
 
Motion by Sumner, seconded by Ingemann, to approve the Consent Agenda as amended, which includes 
the following items: 

A. Minutes of the May 21, 2015 Regular City Council Meeting  
B. Minutes of the May 21, 2015 City Council Workshop Meeting 
D. Liquor License for Booya 

With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
 
C. List of Bills in the Amount of $138,128.68 
 
Councilman Rahm - I was looking at the list and I have a question. On the Recurring bills, we have a check for 
the Youth Service Bureau for $250 and then another check to them under the Non-Recurring bills for the same 
amount, is that a mistake? If it's paying for the year we didn't, I'm ok with that.  
 
Admin. Hill - I'll take a look, it's probably a mistake. 
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Rahm, to approve the List of Bills in the amended amount of 
$137,878.68. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
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9.A - Approval of City's Strategic Initiatives  
 
Dave Unmacht, Springsted, presented on this item as outlined in the June 4, 2015 City Council packet.  
 
Councilman Rahm - Where do you we have this on our website? I've seen it before but I can't find it now. 
 
Admin. Hill - I'll find out where that is.  
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Ingemann, to approve the Strategic Initiatives as presented. With 5 Ayes, 
0 Nays, the motion carried. 
 
6.  VISITORS PRESENTATIONS/PETITIONS/CORRESPONDENCE   
 
Tami and Dennis Mitchell, 925 Ellen Court - When Ford Road was reconstructed last year, the street lighting 
was changed and now the street light shines into our master bedroom and kitchen, as well as our backyard and 
deck so we cannot enjoy a bonfire or sitting on our deck in the evening. On a nice evening, we cannot even enjoy 
having our windows open more than one inch because light shines on our bed, making sleep very difficult, if not 
impossible. Because of a power pole and lines in our backyard, we cannot plant anything tall enough to block the 
light. At this time, we feel we cannot use our property as we would like to and we also have a street light in our 
front yard. How would you feel if this was your property. We are asking if this light can be moved so it will not 
be so intrusive or excessive on our property or us.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - I was up at the property and was wondering, did they change the number of lights and 
locations?  
 
Councilman Ingemann - Yes, they replaced two with one.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - Can they move it to the north side of the road. 
 
Supt. Hanson - I met with Xcel Energy on Tuesday and they were going to try to rotate it to the east, there's not a 
whole lot of room on the pole. 
 
Councilman Ingemann - Why don't they put it on my pole? 
 
Supt. Hanson - The purpose of that light is to light up the curve.  
 
Councilman Ingemann - There used to be two there. 
 
Supt. Hanson - I understand that but I don't think doubling it will cure the problem. Xcel was going to try to 
rotate it and put a two-three degree upslope which would hopefully take away some of the backlight. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - It looks like they could have put one right at the curve. 
 
Supt. Hanson - They are lighting specialists. They did the placement. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Were all the wires crossing over the road there before? 
 
Mrs. Mitchell - No it wasn't. It zig-zags now.  
 
Councilman Rahm - Are you telling us that moving it is not an option right now? 
 
Supt. Hanson - It looks that way from Xcel. We talked about removing it and don't believe that's a safe solution. 
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Councilman Ingemann - I have a tough time with Xcel saying they can't move the light or change the fixture. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - They can try rotating it but if that doesn't work, they'll need to change something. I haven't 
been up there at night but it seems like it would shine right through. 
 
Mr. Mitchell - Have they tried moving it already? Some guy was out there on Tuesday when it was raining and 
he moved the angle but it's not working, the light is still coming down into our backyard. Can they change the 
fixture of that light to add a shield? We also asked Xcel about that pole and they didn't want to put the light there 
because there was so much on that pole already. You look around the City, the arms bend down or are at 90 
degrees and ours shoots up. We would like to have it moved or removed. You can remove it on a trial basis. 
Further down on Ford Road, there aren't any lights, the people would have to drive slower to come up the curve. I 
understand why there's a light but if we get a choice, it's either move it or remove it. 
 
Mrs. Mitchell - We're not interested in any light honestly. There were two lights before, one at the beginning of 
the curve and one at the end and they seemed to do the job. We did talk with the Outdoor Lighting at Xcel, they 
answered all of our questions and said what Dennis had said about putting the light there. The light that is on there 
right now, they don't shield that type. They said the City made that choice. They told us "the City lets us know 
where they want the light and they pay for that light."  
 
Councilman Rahm - We need to find that out because if it's our choice, we can have them put it somewhere else. 
 
Engineer Herdegen - I think that means that we choose which pole to put it on it doesn't mean we can move the 
pole.  
 
Councilman Rahm - So we should find a different pole. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - I think we need to have some more discussions with Xcel, Bruce and the Mitchell's to find a 
solution.  
 
Councilman Ingemann - No light is not a solution because of security-wise. 
 
Mrs. Mitchell - I understand that but I'm losing a lot of sleep because of it and starting to experience other 
problems.  
 
Councilman Rahm - Are there two other poles there that were in the same spot? 
 
Mrs. Mitchell - Pretty close.  
 
Councilman Rahm - I think there are options here.  
 
Councilman Lund - There aren't any different lights to pick from? The lens on that light is a diffusion light and 
spreads light 360 degrees and it seems to have a purpose to spread the light as far as possible. Can they put a 
different light on there? 
 
Supt. Hanson - Xcel told me that that's the only light and style that could go there. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - Then they should move the pole. Let's talk to them.  
 
Councilman Ingemann - They can move it to my pole, it'll light up the end of the curve. 
 
Mrs. Mitchell - There's a lot of light from it. 
 
Councilman Sumner - I went up there at 10:00 p.m. at night on the deck and it gives an accurate ability to judge 
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how much light is coming in. 
 
Councilman Rahm - I went there as well. 
 
Mr. Mitchell - Also, the well has been done. We got the bill, not happy with it because it went from $7,000 to 
$11,000.  
 
Mrs. Mitchell - The well went from 181 feet to 282 feet deep and when they filled it up, it went sideways and had 
to add cement and pearock. The guy from the State told them to put in 10 feet of pearock before grout, which is 
$75 per yard and the pearock is $80 per yard. We only have $4,000 in grant so the rest is on our dime.  
 
Councilman Rahm - Is there any more grant money? 
 
Admin. Hill - Not that I know of. 
 
Mrs. Mitchell - We're working with the company to see what we can work out with them.  
 
7.  MAYOR’S REPORT –  
Mayor Geraghty - As many of you know, Imperial Campers is under new ownership and they'll be having an 
open house this Saturday all day. We want to wish them well and hope they do a good job. 
 
8.  COUNCIL REPORTS –  
  
Councilman Lund - Nothing to report. 
 
Councilman Sumner - Nothing to report. 
 
Councilman Ingemann - Nothing to report. 
 
Councilman Rahm - Nothing to report. 
 
9.  ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT –  
B. Public Hearing - To consider, and possibly adopt, amendments to Chapter 5, Alcoholic Beverages 
 
Admin. Hill presented on this item as outlined in the June 4, 2015 City Council packet. 
 
Councilman Sumner - I was asked by the owner to state the fact that they would appreciate the earlier opening 
and that other areas can. I saw a note that other cities don't. 
 
Executive Analyst Eisenbeisz - They haven't yet, it's per city ordinance. 
 
Councilman Sumner - Let's set the standard and approve it. If we do, will it become effective immediately? 
They'd like to start serving on Sunday.  
 
Executive Analyst Eisenbeisz - Yes, I'll let her know tomorrow. 
 
The Public Hearing opened at 5:56 p.m. 
 
The Public Hearing closed at 5:57 p.m. 
 
Motion by Sumner, seconded by Ingemann, to approve Ordinance No. 2015-3 as presented. With 5 Ayes, 0 
Nays, the motion carried. 
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C. Building Inspections Agreement with Cottage Grove 
 
Admin. Hill presented on this item as outlined in the June 4, 2015 City Council packet. 
 
Councilman Ingemann - I'd like to move it to a workshop for a discussion, the reason is related to fire 
inspections. We have people that are very qualified to do this. The City can keep the entire amount of the 
inspection fee because it would be under the fire payroll. 
 
Councilman Lund - I'd second but do we have to table the entire thing? 
 
Councilman Ingemann - If we can just remove item #13 that'd be fine. 
 
Councilman Lund - I think there's advantages to having our fire department do the inspections for fire response. 
 
Councilman Ingemann - It means more to the residents that your department is taking care of it then someone 
from a different city. There's credibility factors. 
 
Councilman Rahm - Have we had any complaints of the current inspection system? 
 
Admin. Hill - No. 
 
Councilman Rahm - I have over time, heard that people have issues with the system. The main thing is a cost 
issue and then inspectors would come in for a preliminary inspection and a secondary inspection and would 
address different issues at the secondary inspection. They felt they were getting jerked around.  
 
Admin. Hill - There are different inspections like rebar. 
 
Councilman Rahm - These are things like electrical and standards that weren't pointed out in the first inspection. 
We can bring these things up at the workshop. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - If we don't take any action, they'll continue to do the inspections right? 
 
Admin. Hill - Yes. 
 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Lund, to table this item until the July 16, 2015 City Council Workshop. 
With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - We won't have the first meeting in July, July 2nd.  
 
D. Firefighter Minimum Wage Compliance 
 
Admin. Hill presented on this item as outlined in the June 4, 2015 City Council packet. 
 
Councilman Lund - Currently, it looks like we're paying them $2 under minimum wage? And we have pay rates 
of $6, $7, and $8 so it seems likely that we'll move it to $8, $9, and $10, can we do that now? 
 
Mayor Geraghty - No, I think we should discuss that. 
 
Councilman Rahm - And we're only going back two years because that's when it changed? 
 
Admin. Hill - Yes and the State recommended that because it was unintentional.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - This brings everyone up to $7.25? 
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Admin. Hill - Yes, the next increase is August 1, 2015.  
 
Councilman Lund - We're bringing them up to $8. 
 
Admin. Hill - It's $8 and will go to $9 in August I believe. We'll do some projections with budgeting as well.  
 
Attorney Knaak - I don't want the Council to think there has been any type of violation on the part of the City. 
There has not, this has been an analysis of staff indicating that there might be a conflict and is intended to 
anticipate that possibility. It's important to emphasize that.  
 
Councilman Lund - What's the difference between a volunteer and paid-on-call department? 
 
Councilman Ingemann - Volunteer doesn't get any pay.  
 
Councilman Lund - So any level of pay is a paid-on-call department? 
 
Admin. Hill - Yes and we'll change the verbiage on our website too.  
 
Councilman Ingemann - I'm in favor of it but I can't vote for it. 
 
Motion by Sumner, seconded by Geraghty, to make the adjustment to correct the wages for firefighters 
and back pay for two years. With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, Ingemann Abstaining, the motion carried.  
 
Admin. Hill - The library lockers will be out of commission starting next week and will be at the transit station 
beginning June 15th. 
 
Councilman Sumner - Will they be monitored there? 
 
Councilman Rahm - When will we get our next update from the County on usage? 
 
Executive Analyst Eisenbeisz - I gave a report to the Library Advisory Committee in January that I can send you 
through 2014. 
 
10. ATTORNEY’S REPORT - Nothing to report. 
 
11. POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT - Nothing to report. 
 
12. FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT – Nothing to report. 
 
13. ENGINEER’S REPORT – Nothing to report. 
 
14. SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS REPORT -  
A. Public Hearing - To Receive Public Opinion on the Adequacy and Effectiveness of the Storm Water 
Pollution Prevention Program  
 
The Public Hearing opened at 6:14 p.m. 
 
Engineer Herdegen presented on this item as outlined in the June 4, 2015 City Council packet. 
 
The Public Hearing closed at 6:21 p.m. 
 



Page 7 of 8 
City Council Minutes of 06-04-15 
Councilman Lund - I have a quick comment and I don't think this is a problem to Newport. My yard backs up to 
the River and I see a ton of garbage floating in the River from the storm sewers in Minneapolis and St. Paul. It's 
not coming from people throwing it into the River. Are you aware of any attempt to catch garbage from the 
streets? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - That's part of being a MS4 City, to have those bays and catch areas where you catch the 
garbage first. Retrofitting is the hardest part and a lot of those in St. Paul comes in under the water level and gets 
pulled in.  
 
Councilman Lund - So St. Paul may not be in compliance? I'm not blaming us, we have a very clean city. It's a 
serious problem though.  
 
Councilman Sumner - I have a question about the hydraulic fluid we see from trash pick-up companies. Is that 
ever monitored? Can we ask you to watch for it, is it citizen reporting, is it difficult to do anything about? 
 
Supt. Hanson - It's difficult to monitor small leaks. We watch any excessive leaks that may flow into the River. 
That's a Department of Transportation thing.  
 
Councilman Sumner - Who decides on sending out our sweeper? 
 
Supt. Hanson - I do. 
 
Councilman Sumner - What's involved in that decision? 
 
Supt. Hanson - Timing and personnel. We've already cleaned catch basins three or four times this year. 
Essentially after every big rain, you'll need to clean catch basins throughout the City. They'll be plugged up with 
debris. That's an educational thing too that if you see some garbage or leaves, pick them up. 
 
Councilman Sumner - Do we have bags down here if residents want to pick up trash? 
 
Mayor Geraghty - We have a number of volunteers that adopt an area.  
 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Rahm, to accept the 2014 Report. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion 
carried. 
 
B. Update Lift Stations 2, 3, and 4 
 
Supt. Hanson presented on this item as outlined in the attached documents. Supt. Hanson is recommending that 
the City Council approve the quote from Quality Flow at a cost of $52,000. Quality Flow is the company that is 
installing the SCADA system and can move right into these upgrades. The SCADA project has been going very 
well and is up and running.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - There's a big difference. Are they bidding the same pumps? 
 
Supt. Hanson - They're quoting different pumps. One is not a better pump. 
 
Councilman Lund - This will help with the higher cost for the SCADA system. 
 
Mayor Geraghty - What did we quote for this project? 
 
Supt. Hanson - $75,000. 
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Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Ingemann, to approve the quote from Quality Flow Systems for $52,000. 
With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
 
15. NEW/OLD BUSINESS   
Councilman Lund - I have a couple things. One, I'd like to congratulate Deb for completing the FEMA grant 
application. Second, I'd like to start the clock on possibly allowing Sunday growler sales, that's another thing the 
Legislature just passed. 
 
Executive Analyst Eisenbeisz - We can take a look at that.  
 
16.  ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Rahm, seconded by Geraghty, to adjourn the regular Council Meeting at 6:30 P.M. With 5 
Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
 
 
           Signed: _____________________________ 
                       Tim Geraghty, Mayor 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Renee Eisenbeisz 
Executive Analyst 
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