
 
 
 

 

City of Newport 
City Council Minutes 

March 3, 2016 
                 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Geraghty called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M.  
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
3.  ROLL CALL -        
Council Present – Tim Geraghty; Tom Ingemann; Bill Sumner; Tracy Rahm; Dan Lund 
 
Council Absent – 
              
Staff Present – Deb Hill, City Administrator; Bruce Hanson, Supt. of Public Works; Renee Eisenbeisz, Assistant 
to the City Administrator; Fritz Knaak, City Attorney; Larry Osterman, Sergeant; Jon Herdegen, City Engineer;  
 
Staff Absent – Steve Wiley, Fire Chief; 
                                 
4.  ADOPT AGENDA 
 
Admin. Hill - I would like to add an appointment to the Watershed District.  
 
Mayor Geraghty - Okay, we'll put that under the Administrator's Report as item C.  
 
Motion by Rahm, seconded by Ingemann, to adopt the Agenda as amended. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the 
motion carried. 
 
5.  ADOPT CONSENT AGENDA 
Councilman Lund: I would like to pull C, Resolution supporting principles of reform for the met council. 
 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Sumner, to approve the Consent Agenda as amended, which includes 
the following items: 

A. Minutes of the February 18, 2016 Regular City Council Meeting  
B. List of Bills in the Amount of $67,006.31 
D. Resolution No. 2016-9 - Approving a Gambling Application for the South St. Paul Lions Club 

With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
 
C. Resolution No. 2016-8 - Supporting Principles for Reform of the Metropolitan Council 

  
Councilman Lund: So I think we want to be careful before antagonizing the met council, I don’t think that this 
proposal that’s likely to pass this session and it’s also not very detailed and I know that our own county isn’t in 
support of it and it’s staying on the sideline at this point. I wonder if it it’s prudent for Newport to jump into the 
fight. 
 
Councilman Ingemann: Has the county submitted the paperwork and they’re sitting off to the side or they just 
haven’t got it? 
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Councilman Lund: I traded messages with Commissioner Bigham and she said that they had no intent on doing 
anything along these lines. I know it’s been pushed by Dakota County. 
 
Councilman Ingemann: Well yes, we’re paying and we’re not getting any benefit at all from the met council and 
all they’re doing is throwing up roadblocks, the only ones that are getting any benefit are Washington County and 
Ramsey County. 
 
Councilman Rahm: That’s not exactly true because some of the transportation things come from the met council 
as far as the recommendations for spending, the transit center, things also kind of come from there originally. 
 
Councilman Ingemann: When they put a bus route in. 
 
Councilman Rahm: Yeah so it’s indirect. I understand what you mean, there’s no elected official representation 
on a taxing body when it comes right down to it and there’s been a lot of people in Minnesota since I’ve been here 
that have raised that issue.  
 
Councilman Lund: So I think we all agree that the met council’s structure could probably stand some changes 
but… 
 
Councilman Ingemann: Yeah but unless you present it to the legislature it’s not going to happen.  
 
Councilman Lund: Yeah this isn’t a very specific proposal either. 
 
Councilman Ingemann: It’s general. 
 
Councilman Lund: Well, you guys can pass it. That’s just what I think.  
 
Councilman Rahm: It’s election year too and the chance of something like this getting traction is probably… 
 
Councilman Lund: I think there’s no chance of it getting any traction and you know we have a lot of things that 
we could really use some met council help on right now and I don’t think this would be helpful. 
 
Councilman Ingemann: If they were elected they would be more responsive to our needs I do believe. 
 
Councilman Sumner: Why antagonize them when we can avoid antagonizing them? 
 
Councilman Ingemann: Let’s just sit in the closet and do nothing. 
 
Councilman Rahm: Well I agree, I think on the I and I type thing we are looking for support and help and this 
might not go along with that strategy.  
 
Councilman Sumner: Absolutely. Yeah. We are a unique case, they have the capability of assisting us. We can 
come back and look at this in the future. 
 
Councilman Lund: This isn’t saying that we you know…. by not passing it it’s not saying that we condone 
exactly how it’s setup, it’s just that we’re not giving our blanket support to Dakota County’s push. 
 
Mayor Geraghty: So do they have any specific legislative language or? That anyone has seen? 
 
Councilman Sumner: The proposals in the handout are very broad. 
 
Councilman Ingemann: It’s very general. It’s like saying “hey dude” there’s something wrong here. We’d like 
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to see you do something. They’re not asking or demanding anything they’re asking for a change because it’s 
taxation without representation and you’re taxing and telling the 7 counties what to do but we’re not allowed to 
vote as to who’s going to tell us what to do. So these guys don’t want to “tick off” the met council because they’re 
afraid that they may take it personally. Well that’s their prerogative. 
 
Councilman Lund: It’s also not a very well defined plan. It’s not like they have legislation proposed.  
 
Councilman Ingemann: It’s a suggestion right now. 
 
Councilman Ingemann: Move the resolution. 
 
Councilman Lund: I’m not going to move the resolution. 
 
Councilman Ingemann: I make a motion that we pass this resolution 2016-8. 
 
Councilman Rahm: I think we have “bigger fish to fry” than this…My concern is that this doesn’t really…I 
think there’s a lot of things that we could be focusing on other than a met council resolution but that’s me. I was 
surprised to see it on the consent agenda.  
 
Mayor Geraghty: Well I think that we all agree that we should have elected officials if they are taxing us, I think 
we can agree on that. I don’t know if we would pass it or not if it would penalize us in the big picture or not. I just 
don’t know if we should voice our opinion one way or another on it but if it doesn’t pass we can at least send a 
letter saying that we do feel there should be an elected body that is doing the taxing. Any other discussion? All in 
favor say Aye. 
 
Councilman Ingemann: We didn’t get a second. 
 
Councilman Sumner: We didn’t get a second. 
 
Mayor Geraghty: Who’s got a second? 
 
Councilman Sumner: We didn’t get a second. 
 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded Geraghty to approve Resolution No. 2016-8 as presented. With 1 Aye, 
Geraghty, Sumner, Rahm, and Lund voting Nay, the motion failed. 
 
6.  VISITORS PRESENTATIONS/PETITIONS/CORRESPONDENCE  
 
7.  MAYOR’S REPORT  
 
Mayor Geraghty: As we speak the Newport Elementary School is holding a fundraiser spaghetti dinner from 5-7 
so if anyone is watching live, go down there. It’s a fundraiser for the 5th grade and they do it every year.  
 
8.  COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilman Rahm: Nothing to report 
 
Councilman Ingemann: Just a gas report.  It’s a dime cheaper across the river. 
 
Councilman Sumner: I attended a class put on by the Minnesota tree care advocates training and certified 
Minnesota  citizen pruners. There will be a group of people that will start pruning some of the City trees. They’re 
going to begin this Saturday. They will be people that have been trained in what needs to be done to properly 
handle and take care of the trees in Newport. I also attended a metro cities housing forum, had an interesting 
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discussion with somebody who had a concern about the metropolitan council, they said that because they have to 
use the met council’s sewer system, met council then tells them the number of low-cost housing units that they 
have to put in their city and there are opposed to that. Also just a warning for people, I got a call from a gentleman 
that identified himself as an Eric Wright although it sounded like he was in Bombay and said that he was with the 
Microsoft windows security team and he was concerned because my windows program was sending error 
messages and he needed to get into my computer to help me out or get into my network. It’s very interesting 
because I have no windows computers. He gave me a Tennessee land line to contact him with to contact him with 
to get his assistance and I had heard recently that someone got a similar call and they were so thankful to get the 
help that they allowed them to go into their bank account and take out $140 and I said, are you kidding me? So 
it’s out there, it’s happening. I called the FBI cyber crimes line and the person said that it’s going on all the time, I 
said I was a bit surprised they gave me a line in TN. They said that it’s easy to get those lines and they can set 
them up from anywhere in the world and churn through these lines. They just can’t chase these people down so if 
you get a questionable call, I don’t know if they’re targeting the Newport area or what. I asked this guy if he knew 
Bill gates and he said “oh yeah he’s my boss”. So I just want people in Newport to be aware that these people are 
out there and I don’t know if they’ve got the local phone numbers that they’re just churning through but be aware. 
 
Councilman Ingemann: Don’t answer numbers that you don’t recognize. 
 
Councilman Lund: I attended a very useful meeting I think with Steve Bern, the head of the Newport Athletic 
Association, Bruce, and Deb and a bunch of folks from Woodbury parks to talk about how we might be able to 
coordinate activities and potentially the use of the parks since right now the Newport parks are going unused. We 
don’t have a very high level of programming so… 
 
 Mayor Geraghty:  As far as the baseball fields? 
Councilman Lund: Yeah the baseball fields. As far as the baseball fields and I actually think that because of 
Steve we had softball up there and football in the fall. So that’s in progress and as part of that I think it’s likely 
that we’ll get a bid on irrigation for one or both of Loveland and the elementary and that’s not a decision. 
 
Supt. Hanson: Yes. I’ve already spoken with the vendors and I’ll have pricing for it so I’ll get that to you. 
 
Councilman Lund: Okay so that’s something that I’m going to be pushing at some point in the near future 
dependent on the price of course. I think that could be a good use of our pull tab funds. I apologize for the missing 
the meeting, I had a work trip I couldn’t miss. 
 
9. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT –  
A. Park Board Letter of Interest 
 
Admin. Hill – The letter has grown a little bit, we’ve had a number of openings on our boards and right now we 
have 4 letters of interest for the Park Board and one for the Library. 
 
Motion by Lund, seconded by Rahm, to appoint Corb Hopkins to the Library Board. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, 
the motion carries. 
 
Councilman Lund: And for that one was there a term we were supposed to pick? 
 
Asst. to the Administrator, Eisenbeisz: Not for that one because there’s just one vacancy so it’s through 2017. 
On the park board there are two vacancies, one is through 2016 and the other is through 2018. 
 
Councilman Ingemann: How soon did these other letters come in? 
 
Asst. to the Administrator Eisenbeisz: They came in starting Tuesday and we’ve had one each day.  
 
Mayor Geraghty: What are the end dates on the Parks Board? 
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Asst. to the Administrator Eisenbeisz: There’s one seat through 2016 and one through 2018. One is due to a 
member moving out of the state, and that’s the 2016 one. What the Council’s done in the past when it’s had more 
letters than seats is hold interviews.  
 
Councilman Ingemann: And we can ask them questions? 
 
Asst. to the Administrator, Eisenbeisz: Yes at a workshop. 
 
Councilman Rahm: I think we should be consistent. 
 
Councilman Sumner: When can we have our next workshop? 
 
Asst. to the Administrator, Eisenbeisz: I believe we have one scheduled for March 17. 
 
Councilman Sumner: Let’s do it then.  
 
Councilman Lund: What time would we do it on the 17th? 
 
Councilman Ingemann: It’d be after the Council meeting. If these people are interested, they should show up.  
 
Councilman Lund: We could do it sooner too.  
 
Admin. Hill: If you wanted to do it like at 5 and get out earlier? 
 
Asst. to the Administrator, Eisenbeisz: You could meet on the 14th or 15th too for a special workshop prior to 
the 17th. 
 
Councilman Rahm: That’s a possibility too.  
 
Admin. Hill – We’ll shoot for the 14th. 
 
B. Donation Request from Youth Service Bureau 
 
Admin. Hill: They are asking for a $500 donation from the City. The City gave $250 last year. 
 
Councilman Sumner: I just have a question for the Sergeant, have you worked with this organization at all? Do 
you know their work in Washington County?  
 
Sgt. Osterman:  Yes, many times. 
 
Councilman Sumner: What is your professional opinion? 
 
Sgt. Osterman:  Very positive. 
 
Councilman Sumner: They help the kids?  
 
Sgt. Osterman:  Yes. 
 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Rahm, to donate $250 to the Youth Service Bureau. With 5 Ayes, 0 
Nays, the motion carries. 
 
C. Watershed District Appointment 
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Admin. Hill: We have a letter for consideration that Washington County nominate Kevin Chapdelaine for a 
membership on the Washington County Watershed District Board. Also the letter in front of you basically gives 
that to them. What the ruling really is, is that if we’re going to nominate anybody we need to have 3 names and 
they never nominate anyone from a Council so I was told “just put 2 council names on there”. But it does 
specifically say that the preferred person is Kevin.   
 
Mayor Geraghty: The thing I find curious after our previous discussion, isn’t this a taxing body without elected 
officials too or not?  
 
Councilman Rahm: No, actually the watershed has an elected person. 
 
Mayor Geraghty: But then the board is appointed? 
 
Councilman Rahm: I guess. 
 
Councilman Ingemann: We’ve got a lot of that going on in this country. Let’s send them a letter too. 
 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Lund, to send a letter to Washington County recommending the 
nomination of Kevin Chapdelaine to the Washington County Watershed District Board. With 5 Ayes, 0 
Nays, the motion carried.  
 
Admin. Hill introduced Andrew Brunick, newly hired Administrative Intern that will be replacing Asst. to the 
Administrator, Eisenbeisz while she is on leave. 
 
10. ATTORNEY’S REPORT- Nothing to report. 
 
11. WASHINGTON COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE REPORT   

 
Sgt Osterman:  I would just like to take a couple minutes to get the word out about code enforcement and we’ll 
be going around on March 10th and 15th. Driving around the city looking for code violations and things we can 
help people with. Remind them to get things taken care of.  Inoperable vehicles, unregistered things, that kind of 
stuff. I just want to bring that to everybody’s attention so we can get that taken care of before we have to take any 
type of enforcement actions.  
 
Councilman Rahm: So you’ve gotten a lot of phone calls, I guess is what he’s telling us. 
 
Sgt. Osterman:  Not as many as we’ve had. Renee and I have come up with different ways of processing 
paperwork and notifying people and hopefully the plan will work. We’ve spent a lot of time talking with people to 
see how we can help and take care of it before it has to go over to the city attorney and that kind of stuff. In 
response I wanted to take a quick moment to mention the fraud. I’m hearing those calls all over the county, 
especially this time of year, tax time. I had one just the other day when the person’s home phone number was 
calling them. Don’t answer it, let it go to the answering machine. One of the people I went over and talked to gave 
a call back number and this was an overseas number so it came to a hard line rather than a cellular line. I called 
and identified myself right away and they always come back with something very strange like…in this case it was 
what kind of whiskey I wanted to order. There’s all kinds of things they’ll kind of throw off to you should hang-
up like you said. You never want to give anyone access to bank accounts, credit card numbers, anything like that.  
 
Councilman Sumner: The IRS does not contact anyone by phone. The Dept. of revenue does not call people on 
the phone like that so… 
 
Sgt. Osterman:  The IR scam has been happening a lot.  
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Councilman Ingemann: If you get a bogus e-mail from a bank or something like that and you don’t have an 
account there. It’s called abuse at Wells Fargo or abuse at Chase or whatever, just forward it on to the bank and 
don’t worry about it. Don’t even reply.  
 
Councilman Sumner: Don’t click on any attachments.  
 
Sgt. Osterman:  There are so many behind the scenes things with phones, emails, and all of that. Forwarding it 
onto a business like that or simply not opening it, just like not answering your phone because they’ll know if you 
answer and will keep trying to contact you.  
 
Attorney Knaak: It’s worth recalling that you’ve passed an ordinance that indicates that if there are repeat 
violations the mandatory minimum for each of those violations goes up significantly so the messages should go 
out to the citizens. People that have had prior problems with their property, if you’re ultimately convicted you 
could have a very substantial fine on your second go around.  
 
Mayor Geraghty: Of what? 
 
Attorney Knaak: Hundreds of dollars. 
 
Councilman Ingemann: More than hundreds.  
 
Attorney Knaak: Yeah we’re allowed up to a thousand and in the case of a 3rd offense, it is very close to that and 
is a mandated minimum.  
 
Mayor Geraghty: By the State or by the City? 
  
Attorney Knaak: By the City, your own ordinance.  
 
Mayor Geraghty: I appreciate your efforts on going out and doing that and being proactive because people are 
asking for it and we want to accomplish some stuff here. Thanks. 
 
12.  FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT – Not present to report.  

 
13.  ENGINEER’S REPORT 
A.  Resolution No. 2016-10 – A Resolution Adopting a Facility Plan for the 2016 I-I Reduction Projects 

 
Engineer Herdegen presented on this item as outlined in the March 3, 2016 City Council packet. 
 
Councilman Lund: Is it necessary for us to distinguish between what we consider a public and private expense 
because I don’t entirely agree that every connection to our new pipe is a private expense. We are actually moving 
the pipe and if the connection to the old pipe is perfect we would still need to form a new connection to our new 
pipe, the liner. So as it’s written up now, all of those connections are a private expense and as we’re bringing this 
document to other agencies I don’t know if we should have to make that distinction, I’d prefer not to at this point.  
 
Engineer Herdegen: I would say that there is no distinction, the MPCA would not distinguish between the two.  
 
Councilman Lund: Well the document itself says that this many millions of dollars are a private expense and this 
many millions are a public expense.  
 
Engineer Herdegen: So if the Council was so inclined we could convert that number to one cost. 
 
Mayor Geraghty: I would leave it open so if we do get some relief from grants or other things we can. 
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Engineer Herdegen: Most certainly. 
 
Councilman Lund: My preference would be to have all the same dollar values but not distinguish between the 
two types of expenses. 
 
Engineer Herdegen: Certainly. I think it would be appropriate to divide them between a trunk line cost and a 
lateral cost because there is a different cost there. So I think that would be logical. 
 
Councilman Lund: Yeah I think that’s a good way of doing it.  
 
Councilman Ingemann: And the resolution will be changed or amended? 
 
Engineer Herdegen: I left a few blanks there so we can fill that in so we can capture that, I’m sure Renee will 
help me capture that sentiment in the resolution and we’ll make that change and submit it. It’s due tomorrow by 
noon so that’s why it’s a bit of a pressing issue.  
 
Councilman Lund: That doesn’t change the substance. 
 
Engineer Herdegen: No. 
 
Councilman Lund: I thought it was very well done and I really appreciate it. 
 
 Councilman Sumner:  This gives us the option to apply for these public funds.  
 
Engineer Herdegen: Yeah and it’s really not restrictive to how we lay that out as a phased approach. Basically 
we just need to capture what our entire plan is and then we can pick off pieces throughout the next five years if we 
choose to do all, some, or none of this plan. It gives us the greatest degree of flexibility. 
 
Councilman Sumner: Well with this being a time sensitive resolution I’ll make a motion. 
 
Mayor Geraghty: Well we can’t, the document will be amended to reflect our wording.  
Engineer Herdegen: Yeah. If you could pass the motion with the direction to make that change, that would be 
very helpful on our end. 
 
Councilman Sumner: Because it needs to move ahead tomorrow so we need to give them the resolution tonight. 
 
Mayor Geraghty: Do you have to tweak the actual resolution or just the plan?  
 
Engineer Herdegen: I’ll make the note in the resolution, I’ll make the changes to the plan tomorrow and 
presumably submit it. 
 
Councilman Sumner: There are a number of blank lines on the resolution.  
 
Councilman Lund: Can I make a friendly amendment to the resolution? That we add as revised to remove 
indications of private responsibility for the improvements. I will second the amendment. 
 
Motion by Sumner, seconded by Lund, to approve Resolution No. 2016-10 as amended. With 5 Ayes, 0 
Nays, the motion carried. 
 
14. SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS REPORT –  
 
Councilman Sumner: How’s that sanding and salting going? 
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Supt. Hanson: We’re in good shape. 
 
Councilman Sumner: I have a question about the compost. Do we ever turn that compost? Is that used on the 
plants with our tree program? I’d like to see a lot more mulch put under the trees. Can we use stuff from up there?  
 
Supt. Hanson: Well… not the compost actually, the chips as far as barking trees we’ve used the compost in a few 
areas. In the gardens, plantings, any seeding we do on roadsides or anything like that.  
 
Councilman Sumner: So we would have chips if the tree advocates came back and asked for…. 
 
Supt. Hanson: We do. Our chip quality is not the best but we do have them.  
 
Councilman Sumner: How much? A lot? 
 
Supt. Hanson: Quite a bit yeah. They’re from last season, they’re tough. They may be composted a little bit 
themselves. 
 
Councilman Sumner: That’s okay. 
 
15. NEW / OLD BUSINESS  
 
16. ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Rahm to adjourn the regular City Council meeting at 6:02 p.m. With 5 
Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
 
        Signed: _____________________________ 
                        Tim Geraghty, Mayor 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Andrew Brunick 
Administrative Intern/Administrative Assistant 
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