
 

City of Newport 
City Council Minutes 

March 1, 2012 
                 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Tim Geraghty called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M.  
 
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3.  ROLL CALL -        
Council Present – Tim Geraghty, Tom Ingemann, Bill Sumner 
 
Council Absent – Tracy Rahm, Steven Gallagher 
              
Staff Present –   Brian Anderson, City Administrator; Bruce Hanson, Supt. of Public Works; Curt Montgomery, 
Police Chief; Mark Mailand, Fire Chief; Renee Helm, Executive Analyst; Fritz Knaak, City Attorney; Jim 
Stremel, City Engineer 
 
Staff Absent – John Stewart, City Engineer  
                                            
4.  ADOPT AGENDA 
Motion by Sumner, seconded by Ingemann, to adopt the Agenda as presented.  With 3 Ayes, 0 Nays, 2 
Absent, the motion carried. 
 
5.  ADOPT CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Sumner, to approve the Consent Agenda as presented, which includes 
the following items: 

A. Minutes of the February 16, 2012 Regular City Council Meeting  
B. List of Bills in the Amount of $210,918.24 

With 3 Ayes, 0 Nays, 2 Absent, the motion carried. 
  
6.  VISITORS PRESENTATIONS/PETITIONS/CORRESPONDENCE 
 
7.  MAYOR’S REPORT  
Mayor Geraghty – I was fortunate to read to a couple classes at Newport Elementary to promote reading month. 
It was very fun and I think the kids enjoyed it. 
 
8.  COUNCIL REPORTS 
Councilman Sumner – Nothing to report 
 
Councilman Ingemann – I attended a class hosted by the Department of Homeland Security that I thought was 
useful. I passed out some information to a couple businesses. 
 
9.  ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
A. Katie Sieben, State Senator 
State Senator Katie Sieben was present to provide the City Council with an update on several items. The State 
forecast was announced on February 29 showing that there is a surplus of $323 million. The State will be using 
this surplus to pay back the public schools. There is a formal request from the Metropolitan Council for the Red 
Rock Gateway Corridor. Senator Sieben has been working on the legislation that would require an id for voting. 
Senator Sieben also introduced a bill relating to the motel issue, there was a hearing on the bill and a couple 
concerns were raised at the hearing. Senator Sieben is continuing to work on the bill.  
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Mayor Geraghty – In regards to the forecast, are there any expected changes to Local Government Aid? 
 
Senator Sieben – I don’t believe so. The surplus doesn’t include inflation. 
 
B. South Washington Watershed District Update 
Matt Moore, Administrator of the South Washington Watershed District, was present to provide updates on 
several activities in 2012 and 2013. The District will begin implementing several of the projects that are outlined 
in the Watershed Plan in 2012 and 2013. The District received $239,000 in Clean Water Grants in 2011. In 
regards to Newport, the District is working with the City on the transit station and the North Ravine Project.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – I would like to thank you for the work that you have done on the North Ravine. 
 
C. Red Rock Gateway Area Update 
Stacie Kvilvang of Ehlers and Associates, Barbara Dacy of the Washington County Housing and Redevelopment 
Authority and Brian Anderson, City Administrator provided an update on the Red Rock Gateway Area as outlined 
in the March 1, 2012 City Council packet. A copy of the presentation is provided in the minutes. The City 
received this grant from the Metropolitan Council to look at the Red Rock Gateway site for potential 
redevelopment around a future transit site. Through a financial analysis, the Red Rock Gateway has the potential 
to create $53 million in increased market value over the next 10-15 years. Due to the size of the project, a TIF 
District will need to be created to finance it. The County HRA has tentatively agreed to administer the TIF and 
take the lead on the redevelopment of the project. At the end of the presentation, the City Council was asked the 
following questions: 

• Is it acceptable to the City Council to have the County HRA take the lead role in the redevelopment of the 
area? 

• Does the City Council agree that a TIF District will need to be established in order for redevelopment to 
occur? 

• Is the City Council willing to commit/set aside some dollars for redevelopment? 
 
Councilman Sumner – Who is the County HRA and where is the funding source for them? 
 
Ms. Dacy – The HRA was established in 1981. The HRA Board is appointed by the County Board. One of the 
seven commissioners is a member from the County Board. In regards to the financing sources, we attempt to 
receive as much financing through the Federal, State and Local entities as possible. In this case, there is the 
LCDA program which is a good source of funds. We can also create private activity bonds. I think for this 
program, we will look to obtain as many grants as possible.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – In regards to the possible grants, is there a match requirement? 
 
Ms. Dacy – There is no match requirement with the Met Council grants but the CBDG does require one. 
 
Mayor Geraghty – If we started using funds prior to the grant being obtained can we count that towards the 
match? 
 
Ms. Dacy – It depends on the grant.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – What if we do it before the TIF being developed? 
 
Ms. Dacy – Yes, there are certain costs that can be reimbursed. 
 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Sumner, to move forward with the principles outlined in the 
presentation towards redevelopment of the Red Rock Gateway Area. With 3 Ayes, 0 Nays, 2 Absent, the 
motion carried.   
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D. Resolution No. 2012-4 – Establishing the 2012 Salaries for the Full-Time, Non-Union Positions 
Admin. Anderson presented on this item as outlined in the March 1, 2012 City Council packet. This resolution 
establishes the 2012 salaries for the six non-union positions. The resolution provides the Council with the option 
of approving a 0% or 1.5% increase. 
 
Councilman Ingemann – Last year, the Unions received a 3% increase and the staff received a 1.5% increase. I 
believe the staff should receive a 1.5% increase this year to catch up to the Unions.  
 
Councilman Sumner – I would like to propose that the staff raises follow the parameters set for the Unions to 
bring them into a synchronized increase starting this year.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – So you’re approving a 0% increase for 2012 and then following the Union’s rates? 
 
Admin. Anderson – Correct  
 
Motion by Sumner, seconded by Geraghty, to adopt Resolution No. 2012-4 as amended. With 2 Ayes, 1 
Nays, 2 Absent, the motion carried.   
 
E. Resolution No. 2012-5 – Establishing an Hourly Rate for the Volunteer Firefighter Positions  
Admin. Anderson presented on this item as outlined in the March 1, 2012 City Council packet. This resolution 
establishes an hourly rate for the volunteer firefighter positions. The resolution increases the hourly rate by $1.00.  
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Sumner, to adopt Resolution No. 2012-5 as amended. With 2 Ayes, 0 
Nays, 2 Absent, 1 Abstained, the motion carried.   
 
10.  ATTORNEY’S REPORT 
Attorney Knaak – You have before you the prosecution report. It reflects an increase again, 32 criminal matters. 
We’re seeing an overall increase, which is being reflected in the police reporting. I do make note of three other 
cases. In regards to the Hunter case, we did receive another court of appeals order in our favor and I expect that 
that will begin soon.  
 
11.  POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT  
Chief Montgomery – We conducted interviews on Monday for the Community Service Officer. We are doing 
background checks now, which will take a while. I’m guessing it may be another month or so. The CSO will be 
doing code enforcement and assisting us as needed. You have the activity report before you. 
 
Councilman Sumner – What constitutes a civil dispute? 
 
Chief Montgomery – It varies. An example could be a rental property where the tenant owes money and the 
landlord would like to evict them right away but they need to go through a civil hearing. 
 
Councilman Sumner – What about domestics? Is 25 a lot? 
 
Chief Montgomery – I will recheck that, it does seem high.  
 
Councilman Sumner – What’s HAR/COMM? 
 
Chief Montgomery – Harassing communications. 
 
Councilman Sumner – And seven hang ups for 911, we investigate all of those? Do they get charged for those? 
 
Chief Montgomery – We do investigate all of them and they don’t get charged for it. 
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Councilman Sumner – We had 27 winter parking violations, is that in result of the parking ban? 
 
Chief Montgomery – Yes 
 
Councilman Sumner – We had three stolen autos? 
 
Chief Montgomery – That’s correct. 
 
12. FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT - The fire chief reported on the Fire Department’s calls in the last couple weeks, 
which include: false alarms, vehicle fire, car accident, and mutual aid calls to St. Paul Park. 
 
13.  ENGINEER’S REPORT 
A. North Ravine Area Drainage Improvements 

1. Resolution No. 2012-6 – Declaring Cost to be Assessed, and Ordering Preparation of the Proposed 
Assessment 
i. Proposed Assessment Roll 

2. Resolution No. 2012-7 – Ordering the Hearing on the Proposed Assessment 
3. Resolution No. 2012-8 – Executing and Entering into an Encroachment Agreement with Magellan 

Pipeline Company, L.P. for Construction of the North Ravine Drainage Improvement Project 
i. Encroachment Agreement 

 
Jim Stremel, City Engineer, presented on the above items as outlined in the March 1, 2012 City Council packet. 
Resolutions No. 2012-6 and No. 2012-7 allow the City to move forward with the next step in the North Ravine 
Area project, which is the assessment hearing. If approved, the hearing will take place on April 5, 2012.  
 
Motion by Sumner, seconded by Ingemann, to adopt Resolution No. 2012-6 as presented. With 3 Ayes, 0 
Nays, 2 Absent, the motion carried.   
 
Motion by Sumner, seconded by Ingemann, to adopt Resolution No. 2012-7 as presented. With 3 Ayes, 0 
Nays, 2 Absent, the motion carried.   
 
Resolution No. 2012-8 approves an encroachment agreement with Magellan Pipeline so that the City can perform 
construction work on Magellan’s easements on the Bailey Nurseries property.  
 
Councilman Sumner – Did the attorney review the agreement? 
 
Attorney Knaak – I did and it is in my judgment that it would be appropriate for you to approve. I had some 
questions but they have been answered. 
 
Councilman Sumner – I have questions on point 8.a which talks about encroachments. If Magellan needs to do 
anything with the encroachments, the costs come back to the City? 
 
Attorney Knaak – Correct. 
 
Councilman Sumner – And 8.c says the same thing, anything that Magellan does, we pay for? 
 
Attorney Knaak – Not necessarily, but if anything bad happens to that pipeline, they are liable for the 
consequences, so they have taken the view that if the City puts something on it, they have the authority to take it 
off and the City is responsible if anything is messed up.  
 
Mayor Geraghty – How much of their easement will the City be on? 
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Jim Stemel – It’s a small part of the project area, I would estimate two to three months.  
 
Councilman Sumner – In Exhibit B, it talks about vertical separation requirements for waterway crossing. Do 
we need that requirement? 
 
Jim Stremel – Yes, they’ve seen the specs and if we need it opened up there will be a representative there.  
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Ingemann, to adopt Resolution No. 2012-8 as presented. With 3 Ayes, 0 
Nays, 2 Absent, the motion carried.   
 
14.  SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS REPORT  
Superintendent Hanson – The spring load restrictions begin on Monday, March 5. The restrictions are 3 tons per 
axel on City streets.  
 
15.  NEW/OLD BUSINESS 
Councilman Sumner – I wanted to mention before we end that the North Ravine project has been a long time in 
the working and with the last rain there were several homes that were almost damaged and I will be thankful once 
the project is completed. 
 
Admin. Anderson – I just want to remind our residents and property owners that they are able to pay their utility 
bills online. People will still receive a bill if they pay online. There will be an open house at the Library on 
Tuesday, March 20 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Finally, I would like to set up a meeting for the Comprehensive Plan 
review on Wednesday, March 21. I would like to have three meetings total.  
 
Jim Stremel – One thing that I forgot on Resolution No. 2012-6, I left the percent per annum blank and I believe 
we should set that tonight. Usually, we base it on the bond percentage which is 3% and then we go a little bit 
above that. I would recommend that it be set at 4%.  
 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Sumner, to amend Resolution No. 2012-6 to add 4% per annum. With 3 
Ayes, 0 Nays, 2 Absent, the motion carried.   
 
16.  ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Ingemann, to adjourn the regular Council Meeting at 6:54 P.M.  With 3 
Ayes, 0 Nays, 2 Absent, the motion carried. 
 
           Signed: _____________________________ 
            Tim Geraghty, Mayor 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Renee Helm 
Executive Analyst 
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