
 

 
 
 

City of Newport 
City Council Minutes 

February 19, 2015 
                 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
Mayor Geraghty called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M.  
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
3.  ROLL CALL -        
Council Present – Tim Geraghty; Tom Ingemann; Bill Sumner; Tracy Rahm; Dan Lund 
 
Council Absent –  
              
Staff Present – Deb Hill, City Administrator; Bruce Hanson, Supt. of Public Works; Steve Wiley, Fire Chief; 
Renee Eisenbeisz, Executive Analyst; Fritz Knaak, City Attorney; Jon Herdegen, City Engineer; 
 
Staff Absent – Curt Montgomery, Police Chief; 
                                 
4.  ADOPT AGENDA 
Mayor Geraghty - I'd like to move the Engineer's Report to right after the Council Reports. 
 
Motion by Rahm, seconded by Sumner, to adopt the Agenda as amended.  With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion 
carried. 
 
5.  ADOPT CONSENT AGENDA 
Councilman Lund - I'd like to remove the list of bills. 
 
Motion by Ingemann,  seconded by Sumner, to approve the Consent Agenda as amended, which includes 
the following items: 

A. Minutes of the February 5, 2015 Regular City Council Meeting  
B. Minutes of the February 5, 2015 Workshop Meeting 
D. Resolution No. 2015-2 - Approving a Premise Permit for Climb Theatre to Operate at Opinion Brewing 

Company 
With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
 
C. List of Bills in the Amount of $118,930.05 
 
Councilman Rahm - Where did you go? 
 
Councilman Lund - I went to the newly elected officials training. 
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Rahm, to approve the mileage reimbursement to Dan Lund in the 
amount of $71.30. With 4 Ayes, 0 Nays, Lund Abstaining, the motion carried. 
 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Sumner, to approve the list of bills minus the mileage reimbursement to 
Dan Lund in the amount of $118,858.75. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
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6.  VISITORS PRESENTATIONS/PETITIONS/CORRESPONDENCE   
A. South Washington Watershed District Update 
Matt Moore, Administrator of the South Washington Watershed District, was present to provide updates on 
several activities for 2014 and 2015. Some of the accomplishments of the Watershed for 2014 are: the first phase 
of the overflow project was completed and work has begun on phases two through five; t helped Public Works 
with the MS4 inspections; continue to support the study for the Red Rock Gateway area, continue to provide legal 
assistance for the acquisition of properties on the levee; and the City has joined the education program. Residents 
that are interested in doing water quality projects on their property in 2015 should contact the Watershed District 
for assistance. For 2015, the Watershed will be working on updating their plan. It will take about 18 months to 
complete.  
 
Councilman Sumner - Could you talk a little about the citizen water quality projects? 
 
Mr. Moore - Yes, it's looking at what residents can do on their own property to make a difference in water quality 
like rain gardens, disconnecting drains from impervious areas, things like that. 
  
Councilman Sumner - There's funding available? 
 
Mr. Moore - Yes, it's a cost-share funding program. We can provide technical assistance upfront and then we pay 
a share of the project based on the pollutant reduction. We typically get to about 50% of the project. We pay 
$5,000 per pound of phosphorus. These projects don't take up a lot of phosphorus. We're looking at $2,500 
projects like small rain gardens.  
 
Councilman Sumner - Can this be put on our website? 
 
Mr. Moore - We can provide a link to you. 
 
Councilman Rahm - Thanks for providing this information. Could you provide pictures next time you come do 
this? It helps a lot in visualizing what's going on. 
 
Mr. Moore - Yes, we can send a link to our annual report that as pictures. 
 
Paul Hansen, 1925 10th Avenue - I've lived in Newport for 13 years and am somewhat disturbed, as is the 
community, with some of the problems that the City is being confronted with. Namely, a lawsuit, a $900,000 fine, 
and police misconduct. Part of the organizations that I belong to monitor not only Newport but other cities. 
Crystal has been experiencing some mega problems that all started with police misconduct. This episode evolved 
into one of the most substantial, successful lawsuits they have ever had. It's been discovered that there have been 
as many as 10 violations of the open meeting law related to the misconduct of the police officers, also IPAD 
requests that have been ignored. The Policy Division Commissioner has ruled these violations are substantiated. 
There are consequences in place, $300 fine per incident and exile from the political post. Police misconduct is 
rampant in our country. Grand jury moderators are under suspicion as well. My understanding of recent discipline 
of David Crist is that the discipline need not be carried out to be considered final disposition. I personally have 
witnessed cases in the appellate court where they have been substantiated. The city is held responsible for attorney 
fees, also the strong possibility of a large fine and the mistrust of the community. I would like to know if the City 
has a matrix in place for police misconduct, the levels of misconduct, and the corresponding resolve. I am 
formally requesting an IPAD request to our City Administrator. Misconduct problems and a $44,000 squad car 
expenditure would not exist if the Washington County Sheriff's Office did our policing.  
 
7.  MAYOR’S REPORT – Nothing to report. 
 
8.  COUNCIL REPORTS –  
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Councilman Rahm - Nothing to report. 
 
Councilman Ingemann - The Planning Commission met last week at a workshop with the new members. It went 
really well.  
 
Councilman Sumner - Nothing to report. 
 
Councilman Lund - Nothing to report. 
 
13. ENGINEER’S REPORT – 
 
Councilman Rahm - Is there anything that's left over from the work that was done last year that needs to be done 
this spring? 
 
Engineer Herdegen - There will most likely be some cracks and curbing that will need to be replaced. Generally, 
it'll only be repair work.  
 
Councilman Sumner - We recently had a watermain break on Ford Road, is that related to the work that was 
done? 
 
Supt. Hanson - Just part of the winter worries. 
 
9.  ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – Nothing to report 
 
10. ATTORNEY’S REPORT - Nothing to report 
 
11. POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT - Nothing to report 
 
12. FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT – Nothing to report 
 
14. SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS REPORT -  
A. Resolution No. 2015-3 - Authorizing the Purchase of a 2015 Zero Turn Mower from the City's 
Equipment Capital Improvement Fund 
 
Councilman Rahm - Was it under or over budget? 
 
Supt. Hanson - It's about $925 over budget. The trade didn't come in at what I thought it would. 
 
Admin. Hill - A number of the purchases in the CIP have been under budget.  
 
Councilman Sumner - We're replacing it because it's starting to fail? 
 
Supt. Hanson - We replace it on a 10-year program and this is 11 years now. We've had several issues with it.  
 
Councilman Sumner - How many hours per year do we run them? Do we have an hour meter on it? 
 
Supt. Hanson - No. We look at the number of years. A 10 year run on a mower is as long as you want to go. This 
will give us three identical mowers. 
 
Motion by Ingemann, seconded by Rahm, to approve Resolution No. 2015-3 authorizing the purchase of a 
2015 zero turn mower. With 5 Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried.  
 
15. NEW/OLD BUSINESS   
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Mayor Geraghty - We'll be conducting a workshop after the meeting here. 
 
16.  ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Geraghty, seconded by Ingemann, to adjourn the regular Council Meeting at 5:49 P.M. With 5 
Ayes, 0 Nays, the motion carried. 
 
 
           Signed: _____________________________ 
                       Tim Geraghty, Mayor 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Renee Eisenbeisz 
Executive Analyst 
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